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PROFILE OF THE NEW TY STAR 





Atkinson Punctures a Few Rumors: 


Not Retiring, Doesn't Go Backstage 


By HOBE MORRISON 





Although virtually everyone in 
the Broadway theatre tends to be 
the subject of gossip, much of it 
wildly inaccurate, N. Y. Times 
drama critic Brooks Atkinson has 
been getting more than his share 
recently. A periodic rumor, given 
added currency recently by an item 
in Dorothy Kilgallen’s column in 
the N. Y. Journal-American and 
syndicated papers, is that he’s due 
for retirement soon 

Atkinson savs the statement Is 
without foundation (he has sug- 
gested humorously that he’s being 
confused with Ted Atkinson, who 
recently retired as a jockey) and 
that he intends continuing indefi- 





nitely as the Times legit reviewer. 
"| have to make a living,” explains | 
the 62-year-old aisle-sitter 

Miss Kilgallen’s tip that Chicago 
Tribune drama-music critic Clau- 
dia Cassidy is supposedly slated to 
move to New York as Atkinson's | 
guccessor as Times legit reviewer 
ts also apparently baseless. Miss 
Cassidy, who is understood to have 
a highly satisfactory setup with 
the Trib ith stock in the com- 


n attractive pension 
wrote to Atkinson 
lgallen item appeared, 
knowledge of it 
ted, expressing in- 
r the incident. 
llen's prediction of At- 
ement appeared to be 
nued on page 61) 


pany and a 











Arnold Schulman $300,000 


What amounts to a 10-year an- 
nuity for a single property has 
been enjoyed by writer Arnold 
Schulman, author of “A Hole in 
the Head,” which Frank Capra 
and Frank Sinatra have made into 


| resident 
/ropean correspondent 


jeral freelance 
| been awarded a 4,500,000 lire libel 
| damages, 





a film for United Artists. The 
project, which started some 10 
years ago as a one-act play titled 
“The Dragon's Head” for Robert 
Anderson's playwrighting 
at the Theatre Wing, 
earned Schulman 
$300,000, 
from a percentage of the profits | manager, 
from the film 

The original one-actor was en- 
larged to a full-length play and | 


course | the services of rock 'r 
has so far | Elvis Presley. 
approximately | work’ s topper, made the deal with 


with more yet to come! Col. Tom Parker, singer’s personal 


| Amti- Mother Knows Best’ 

Since Dick Clark plans to 
make a couple of films, he at 
one point asked his teenage 
“American Bandstand” audi- 
ence to write and tell him what 
pictures they prefer. Among 
the many replies was one with 
a bit of advice from a 15-year 
old girl. It said: 

“Don't make a movie where 
the teenage child is always do- 
ing wrong. This makes the par- 
ents always right and the end- 
ing a typical ‘Mother Knows 
Best.’ At least give the child a 
chance to prove himself!” 

Amateur psychiatrists 
forward, please. 


Yank Called Spy | 
Collects 10G For 
Italo Red Libel 


Rome, May 5. 
Stern, longtime Rome 
and general roving Eu- 
for Fawcett 





step 








Michael 


Publications, in addition to his gen- | 


writing, has 


plus 5° interest 


since 


11951 (another 1,800,000 lire) for a 


‘Hole In the Head,’ Born 


10 Yrs. Ago, Earns Author 


grand total of 6,400,000 lire (over 
$10,000), plus 780,000 lire ($1,200 


just | 


legal fees, against Sergio Scuderi, | 


editor-in-charge of Unita, local 
Communist daily. } 
The American journalist sued | 


(Continued on page 62) 


ABC-TV SIGNS PRESLEY 
WHEN SPRUNG IN 1960 


ABC-TV has tnked a deal, 10 
months in advance of delivery, for 
Y roll singer 

Treyz, net 





Oliver 


for one special, with 


| options for at least one a year for 
| another two or three years. 


Price was not disclosed. but 


was tried out by the Theatre Guild since it is known that Presley, be- 


at Westport, Conn., in 1949 as “My 


| fore he went in the U.S. Army as 


Fiddle Has Three Strings. " Schul- /a draftee a year ago, asked and 
man then wrote a completely new | got $50,000 for a stance on CBS- 


version which he called “The 
Hearts of Forgotten Hotel.” No 
legit producer appeared interested 
and the young writer filed it away. 
Several years later, 
when Schulman needed 
quick money, he dusted off the | 
script and wrote a one-hour tele- | 
vision version 
Fred Coe’s Playwright’s '56 and 
(Continued on page 62) 





TV’s Ed Sullivan show, the esti- 


| Kazan, 


mate is that Treyz promised Parker | 


over that for the singer's services. 
This takes into consideration the 


tv appearance after his Army re- 
| lease, which will be in the early 


It appeared on part of 1960. 


Show is slated for the live (or 
tape) treatment. 


in a period | fact that the ABC special wfl mark | 
some | the sought-after performer's first 


‘BREED INSPIRED 


BY Tht WESTERN 


By BOB CHANDLER 


Hollywood, May 5. 
In the midst of the “too many 
westerns” debate over television 
programming, there’s a growing 
conviction in the trade that the 
western click is due not so much 
to the program form as to the 


| growth of a new breed of televi- 


sion star. 
The thinking, as it is emerging, 
especially at ABC-TV, is that west- 


|erns are hot not so much because 
| they’re shoot-’em-ups, but because 
| they aré the springboard for tele- 


vision’s new rugged, masculine 
stars. The tall, rugged types af- 
ford, for the first time, a new kind 
of s€x - appeal - in - the - livingroom 
which have drawn women viewers 
to the oaters, and in combination 
with the regular male and moppet 
action viewers, have pyramided 
westerns into the biggest audience- 
appeal program form yet to hit 
video. 

But the theory, as it affects pro- 
gram thinking, is that the western 
itself is not the indispensable item. 
As long as it’s the star and not the 
program per se that’s drawing the 
combination family audience—the 
males and kiddies for action and 
mom for the star—why not move 
into other areas using the same 
principle? Why not mysteries, de- 
tectives, modern adventure shows, 

(Continued on page 39) 


Williams-Kazan 
Own 75%, of ‘Bird 


Williams and Elia 
author and director, re- 
spectively, of “Sweet Bird of 
Youth,” own a combined 75° of 
the Broadway smash. Cheryl Craw- 
ford, billed as sole sponsor on the 
program, has 15% of the show and 
a group of 20 backers, including 
her, share in the remaining 10%. 

The Williams-Kazan parlay rep- 
resents 4212% to the playwright 





Tennessee 


and 32'2% to the stager. That's | 


their share of the profit, in addi- 
tion to the weekly royalty payment 
of 10° of the gross to Williams as 
author and 3% of the gross to 
Kazan as director. Nominally, Wil- 
liams does not get a direct payoff, 
since his corporation, Two Rivers 
Enterprises, Inc., owns his rights 
to the play and is also co-producer 
with Miss Crawford. 

Williams’ corporation is in for 
the 4212% slice of the profits, in 
return for putting up half of the 
capitalization, with the limited 


partnership providing the balance | 


of the financing. The show was 


budgeted at $150,000, with provi- | 


sion for 10% oversall. It cost $150,- 


048 to produce, according to an 
(Continued on page 62) 





‘Best Ist Quarter Profit in 40 Years’ 
More Than Offsets RCA Rhubarb 


Amid the unceasing contretemps 
| of a handful of disgruntled minor 
Angles, Angles, Angles | stockholders at RCA’s annual meet- 

Wall Street stock analysts | ing yesterday in Studio 8-H of the 
long since have had the repu- NBC Studios, prexy John L. Burns 
tation for providing a theory told a jampacked house that its 


+ 
? 





behind the rise and fall of any sales and earnings for the first 
stock quarter of 1959 were the highest 
Latest example concerns the for any first quarter in the com- 


| pany’s four decades of existence. 

bacco company issues. The | Sales of products and services 
downtown professionals say amounted to $321,816,000, com- 
this was attributable to Arthur | Pared with $278,339,000 in the first 


drop of a couple points by to- 








Godfrey's lung-cancer condi- | quarter of 1958, an increase of 
tion. 16% Net profit after taxes, 
——__ Burns said, was $12,931,000 as 
against $9,004,000 last year. This 

bd A | was a rise of 44% over the first 

S ] ving | quarter of 1958, he said. Earnings 

} per common share were 88c com- 

pared with 59c the first three 


| months in 1958. 


Tollvision Big | What at the outset looked like a 


Quaker meeting soon turned into a 
LA. Come-On 


prime brouhaha An effort was 
Bolshol Ballet, from Moscow, 


made almost immediately by Bar- 
ney Young and Gloria Parker, the 
currently playing to sellout in the 
Metropolitan Opera, will be pre- 


malcontents, to turn the meeting 

(Continued on page 62) 

sented via closed-circuit television 

in some ‘0 theatres and arenas for | 

two evenings—June 2 and 3. | 
The presentation will be under 


Niteries’ Sub Rosa 
Gambling Operations 
Hypo Talent’s Stake 





the auspices of Matty Fox's Skia- 

tron TV which reportedly paid With the economic pinch hitting 

, $450,000 for the rights in a deal many phases of show biz, talent 

worked out with impresario Sol agencies are pointing out that 

Hurok. many localities which used to have 
The telecast will originate from | S"eak gambling are permitting the 

the NBC studio on the Coast after green felts to have sub-rosa opera- 


tion. This is currently true in many 





the ballet company completes its - : 
in-person performance in Los An- Parts of the country especially in 
geles. Ted Mills, of Mills-Park- areas which have been hit by lay- 
(Continued on page 62) offs, industry shifts or strikes 

The agencies aren't mentioning 

any particular areas, except to 
NITERY IN 52 STORY point out that spots which’ have 
i. been eschewing talent are either 


resuming shows or going into name 
policies as befitting spots where 
games are available 

The few areas where the games 
are permitted have taken on bright 
far as talent employment 


PARIS SKYSCRAPER 


Paris, April 28. 
Paris will get its first skyscraper, 


to be called Antigone, when it 


starts building in June on the site @Uras as 
of the present Gare Montparnasse, | '5 concerned. In these places the 
'a railroad station. It will be a 52- money is better than in non- 
story (550 feet) edifice and second S4@mbling spots. and generally, 
only to the Eiffel Tower, an ex-| there is the likelihood of only one 
position leftover from 1889. It will Show per evening on all but week- 
include the biggest hotel in Paris end night The gaming spots 
and a nitery and restaurant on the aren't too anxious to take the cus- 
52d floor. tomers away from the tables too 
Antigone will also include a new long, and thus have either one long 


show or a couple of briefer ones 
But despite the increased activ- 
ity in the gambling department in 
many parts of the country, the tal- 
ent offices say that any attempt to 
open up Miami Beach and the ad- 
jacent area, even on a sneak basis, 
| will be doomed. The agencies point 
/out that agitation for this was hot 
Building is being done by a com- while Havana constituted competi- 
pany, Semame Co., formed by the tion for Florida tourism. However, 
City of Paris and the state rail-| with the Cuban political situation 
way, the SNCF, which owng the | discouraging visitors, the need for 
site. It will house office and cubes isn't pronounced, and the 
‘store space, larea can get along without them. 


film theatre and ig expected to 
take three years to erect. Most 
Paris buildings are five to eight 
stories high, with the tallest a 
| residential block of 17-story build- | 
ings. Till now it has been against 
the law to be build higher. The 
new skyscraper was approved by 
the Ministries involved. 
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Lay Groundwork for Merger Of 
AFTRA & SAG, Which Now Seems 
Imminent; Eyes on Coast Meet 





High muckamucks of American? 
Federation of Television & Radio 
Artists and Screen Actors Guild 
meet. officially for the first time 


Saturday (9) to discuss what now 
appears to be an imminent merger 





A Switch 
Paris, May .. 
Here’s something new, 


author who favors cuts and 








of the two organizations. AFTRA?*s censorship in this own play. 
national council, many of them Henri Montherlant, one of the 
from N.Y. and Chicago, and the leading French dramatists, 
union's legal aides are moving} had an offer from BBC of 
Coastward this week for the “ex-| London, which wants to send 
ploratory meetings” with their like! out a full-length version of 
numbers in SAG. | his play, “Don Juan.” Mon- 
There are reportediy still some therlant said okay, providing 
diiferences of opinions about how they made some _ deletions 
AFTRA and SAG should go about “The British audiences are 
merging and one of the problems| more puritan than the 
hether to bring in an outside, French,” he explained. “I 
“impartial” stucy organization to don’t want to risk shocking 
calculate the necessary steps or them.” 
whether to do it with insiders. = 
Eastern (AFTRA) point of view is 
latter is faster and more effective, 


while on the Coast. in SAG's tra- 


ditional bailiwick, there seems to 
be an effort to keep it to ap out- 
side study organization. | 

Since there are still points of 
“personal resistance” on both sides 
of the fence to making a perma- 
nent alliance of AFTRA and SAG, 


certain of the participants-to-be 
have termed next weekend's get- 
together a “getting to knaw you” 
session. Feeling is that there has 
been ample evidence of late good 
will on both sides. Some partici- 


pants feel that, if nothing else, the 
historic meetings in Hollywood 
will give strong SAG opposition of 
yore a chance to know the men of 
AFTRA whom they've so long 
challenged. This will be an official 
meeting, with everybody in power 
aitending, but about six weeks ago, 


AFTRA hosted a partial list of 
SAG officials for a N.Y. cocktail 
party. 

Once the humanistie prelimi- 


naries are past hope is that AFTRA 
will be called in to “consult” on 
SAG's Dee.-Jan. dickers with the 
Hollywood majors on the _ basic 
film contract. 


Mrs. Irving Berlin’s 


Honorary Doctorate 


Reno, May 5 
(Mrs. Irving) Ber- 
lin was awarded an honorary de- 
gree of Doctor of Letters by the 
University of Nevada during the 
“Mackay Day” celebration in front 
of a statue of her grandfather, 
John W. Mackay, Comstock pioneer 
and nabob of Virginia City in the 
lush mining era of the last century. 

Mrs. Berlin was awarded the de- 
gree for her contribution to the 
state’s history through her books 
written on her family. The degree 
was presented by university pres- 
ident Charles J. Armstrong. Mrs. 
Berlin’s father, Clarence Mackay, 
established the Mackay School of 
Mines on the university campus. 

“Mackay Day” is held annually 
at the university to observe the 
family’s contributions to the school. 





Ellin Mackay 


US-USSR Barter 


This summer will see an Ameri- 
can Exposition in Moscow per 
Russian ditto in New York. Fed- 


eral government is creating its 
own building in the Soviet capital 
while the Russians are renting the 
Coliseum at Columbus Circle 


Among the many cultural ex- 
changes of the past 18 months 
these two expositions ‘Vice Presi- 


dent Richard Nixon will go to Mos- 
cow) probably represent a compe- 
titive climax. 

So that the Russians will have 
near at hand their most depend- 
‘able surefire export — talent — a 
“Festival of Russian Music and 
Dance” has been set into the air- 
conditioned Madison Square Gar- 
den for the July 7-18 period. 

Deal was set in N. Y. by Nikolai 
Danilov, Deputy Minister of Cul- 
ture for the USSR, and Sol Hurok 
who, with ANTA, has been pre- 
,senting the Bolshoi Ballet. Some 
Bolshoi members, to be designated, 
will return along with dancers 
from the Kirov theatre of Lenin- 
grad, plus folk units from different 
republics within the country. 

Some 200 entertainers (90 in the 
Piatniksy Choir) will make up 
“Festival.” No present bookings 
outside Manhattan are set but some 
may be arranged. 





Curt Jurgens’ Disks 


Frankfurt, May 5. 

Curt Jurgens, top-ranking Ger- 
man star who's also a film name 
in the States, has signed a record 
contract with the firm of Ariola. 
It’s his first time out on a-platter. 

Currently working on the 20th- 
Fox CinemaScoper, “The Blue An- 
gel,” which is filming in Germany 
he plans to cut his first disks when 
the pic is completed. They will be 
made in both English and German. 
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Freed Stalks Lerner-Loewe 


Hollywood, May 5. 
Metro producer Arthur Freed | 
left Monday (4) for London and 


Paris to meet with 
and Frederick Loewe for discus- |} 
sions on another film musical to | 
follow their award-winning “Gigi.” | 

If deal jells pair would hold off 
until after their next Broadway 
musical now in Sh pepperation. | 


— Too-Talky Talkies. 
Fight Camera-Eye, 


Alan Jay Lerner 








— Argues Bartlett | 
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talk too much, but 

the writers’ fault, 
Sy Bartlett, a vet film scripter him- 
and now also producer 
(“Pork Chop Hill’) in N.Y. 
! week 


Films today 
it isn’t entirely 
self a 
said 
last 

“People 
don't shut their 
graph what they 
mented. “The writer, to compete 
with all this, and to make sure he’s 
made his point, is forced to forget 
the camera. Actually the toughest 
writing is the kind that uses the 
camera eye t advantage 
Once in a while you'll get a 

(Continued on page 62) 


read so much and they 


eye and photo- 
read,” ‘he com- 


o its fullest 


“cere- 


David Karr, Boy Legman, 
Later Loew’s Strategist, 
Heads Penn-Texas Corp. 


David Karr, 
rate public 
Ine. during 


who handled corpo- 
relations for Loew's 
the film. company’s 
recent proxy fights, has ‘been 
elected president of the $141,000,- 
000 Penn-Texas Corp. Karr, a for- 
mer “legman” for Washington col- 
umnist Drew Pearson, and a staffer 
the Weintraub agency, became 
associated with Penn-Texas when 
he was hired to do the company’s 
publicity. He subsequently broke 
with the management and became 
associated with a group that took 
control of the company after two 
bitter proxy fights. 

As Loew’s advisor 
matters, Karr was responsible for 
many of the maneuvers which saw 
Loew’s first triumph over the Louis 
B. Mayer-Joseph Tomlinson-Stan- 
ley Meyer faction and then over 
the Louis Green-Jerome A. New- 
man group. He heads his own pub- 
lic relations firm, Market Relations 
Network, which is now inactive. 


= 
dl 


on corporate 


Pla haa all lta Pat | 


$ This Brave, Free World 3 


ELIA G LIE ELIOT, 


Dublin, May 5. 
Songs from “Gigi” have been 
banned from use on Irish broad- 
casting or television programs. No 
reason given 


Tall Memory 

Tel Aviv, 

The State of Israel 

a stage production of “The Merry 

Widow.” Seems that Franz Lehar 

was too pro-Nazi during the Hitler 
reign. 


May 5. 
has banned 


The Nile Idea 
Cairo, May 5. 
Egypt has banned productien of 
“Monsieur Vincent,’ a French who- 
dunit 





on the grounds that it is 
“communist propaganda.” 
Nasty Man 
Paris, May 5. 


Robert Hirsch, one of the lead- 
ing actors of the Comedie Franc- 


aise, has been banned from all 
French television and radio pro- 
grams because, during a_ recent 
broadcast, he said derogatory 


things about Andre Malraux, 
French Minister of Culture. 


the 








New Hoodlum Cycle? 
Hollywood, May 5. 

Pioneers of the gangster cy- | 
cle 25 years ago, Warners is 
prowling underworld again for 
film subjects. Titles registered 
by studio include “Story of 
Bugsy Siegel,” “Dutch Schultz, 
Mobster,” “Willie Sutton, Ac- 
tor,” “Louis Lepke” and 
“Mafia, U.S.A.” 

Revival triggered by b.o. 
success of Allied Artists “Al 
Capone” and recent high rat- 
ing Desilu’s tv doubleheader 





of “The Untouchables.” 


Eugene W. Castle, in Texas Speech, 
Blasts Russo ‘Cultural Exchanges 





Priest As TV Critic 


eee 


Houston, May 5. 
Eugene W. Castle, founder and 
former president of Castle Films 


Paul Light’s “Once Over (now owned by Universal), speak- 
Lightly” column in the Sun- ing today at the Rice Hotel 
day (April 26) St. Paul Pio- mounted a general onslaught upon 
neer Press quotes Father “cultural exchange” between 
James Shan non, president of | America and Russia. Simultane- 
St. Thomas College | ously his “The Great Giveaway” 

“ ... the bad taste of Jack has been reprinted as a paperback 
Paar, Ed Sullivan's endless ar- Eo with an fhitial printing of 
ray of trampoline artists and 100,000 
Godfrey’s garrulous marathon Saying “We should stop fawn- 
are beginning to convince ing on the Russians,” Castle told 
even the most sensitive view- his audience. Minute Women, 
ers that ‘vaudeville is dead and U.S.A., that the cultural exchange 
television is the box they although “the number one prome- 


buried it in 


Do Soviet Films 
Pay F ederal Tax? 








Vashington, May 5 

A red tie tangle has delayed 
an Internal Revenue Service rul- 
ing on which the fate of the U.S.- 
Soviet f 1 exchange igreement 
could hang 

State Dept dispatched a memo 
last week to Treasury Dept. ex- 


plaining the film deal and 
that rentals from the R 
tures-to-come should not be 
slapped with the 30°) Federal tax 
on income earned by foreign firms 
in this country 
Treasury reterred the matter to 
Internal Revenue, which, in turn 
said State had to submit a formal 


arguing 
issian iea- 





request in writing directly to IRS 
before a ruling could be made. 
State officials are now drafting 


such a request. 
Meanwhile, 
Assn. Board wa 


Motion Picture 
its for the tax rul- 
ing before meeting to decide which 
of the seven U.S. distributors 
handles which of the seven Soviet 
(Continued on page 62) 


Russell’s TV Series 


Britain's Lord Bertrand Russell 
has completed shooting on his tele- 
mentaries, 13 15-minute segments 
on a Variety of subjects. Filmed in 
England, by the production team 
of Vance-Gruner-Connell, tele- 





mentaries are being eyed as mate- | 


rial for a new 
Handling 
U. S 


Lord Russell 
literary rights 
is Sarah Rollitts 


book. 
in the 








IN CASABLANCA 
Tangier, May 5. 
One of the outstanding features 

in the forthcoming world trade 

fair to be held in Casablanca is 
the construction of the Geodesic- 

dome housing Circarama, 11- 

lensed projector giving a 360-de- 

gree view in sound and color of 
the United States. 
This project was part of the U.S 

Pavilion at the Brussels Expo last 

year. 
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tion scheme of the Administration” 
is a propaganda fiasco from which 
the Americans derive little advan- 
}tage while the Soviets clean up. 
He pinned responsibility for the 
concept upon Milton Eisenhower, 
Harold Stassen and Nelson Rocke- 
feller. 

Taking one of his repeated jabs 
at Turner Shelton, who heads the 
film section of the U.S. Informa- 
tion Agency, Castle said: 

“After years of warning both 
the White House and Committees 
of Congre of the dangers of 
Soviet propaganda films, Shelton 

Continued on page ¢ 62) 
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Gibraltar- to-Tangier SS 
| Shuttle to Hypo Casino 


Tangier, May 5. 
To woo Gibraltar business and 
beat a possible off-season slump 


the management of the Municipal 
Casino made a tieup with the 
Bland Line which runs daily serv- 
ices between the Rock and this 
port. For approx $15 (U.S.) cus- 
| tomers receive roundtrip sea trans- 
portation, dinner and dancing, 
floorshow with free entrance to 
the gaming rooms, hotel accommo- 
dation and breakfast, taxis and 
service included. 

| Current entertainment lineuup 
|is singer Maria Vincent, comedian 
Peter Jackson and the Regent Bal- 
let of London. Dance music is sup- 
plied by the Los Caballeros Orch, 





Jack Benny One-Manning 


Los Angeles, May 5. 

Jack Benny will make his first 
professional appearance in Los An- 
geles since his touring vaude days, 
in “A Variety Revue in Concert,” 
to open Aug. 10 at the Greek The- 
atre. One-man show is spotted far 
two weeks, and will be backed by 
the 80-piece Southern California 
Junior Symphony under baton of 
Peter Meremblum. 

Other attractions already set for 
open-air Greek summer season in- 
clude Victor Borge, Harry Bela- 
fonte and three weeks of ballet. 





Alfred Mivrovitch has been ap- 
pointed pianist in residence at 
Boston U. School of Fine and Ap- 
plied Arts. 
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CHECK-LIST OF ‘FILM BANKERS’ 


Russian Film Week Rolls in Paris; 
Gals Now Dote on Men, Not Tractors 


By GENE MOSKOWITZ 


Paris, May 5. 

As part of the growing “cultural 
exchange” between France and 
Russia, a Russian Film Week un- 
spooled here April 24-30. Unlike 
an attempt three years ago, this 
one was widely attended at two 
houses, one on the Champs Elysees 
and a nabe theatre. Besides that, 
it showed that there was some- 
thing definitely new in Russo film 
trends as already foreshadowed by 
such pix as “Flying Cranes,” “The 
4ist,” and “Don Quixote,” which 
did good biz in various Western 
countries. 

As part of the “new look,” the 
following was apparent: (1) ac- 
tresses are now lookers and also 
svelte in line, with nary a heavy 
haunch in view, and they love 
men, passionately, not tractors. 

(2) Black and white is back for 
dramatic subjects, and technical 
qualities are tops. “Cinema Scope” 
is also used and of high grade. 

(3) Propaganda is stili plently 
present in such conceptions as the 
revolutionary hero, or the worker 
hero, but there are many features 
sans these aspects. 

(4) The generally more human- 
istic interest in mankind and his 
everyday dramas, plus big scale 
epics, now begin to mark the Russo 
film as a future contender in world 
film marts. 

Ballyhoo 

Big advertising 
French governmental organizers 
and the presence of top French 
and Russian government officigls 
and film stars and personages also 
helped get this into the public eye. 
Pix took a dollar at the Champs- 
Elysees house and 50c at the nabe 
house, and almost all performances 
were practically SRO. 

Simce “Cranes” turned out to be 


the third top grosser here last 
year, French distribs are giving 
these films close scrutiny. The 


choice was good and some of the 
pix could have good Western 


(Continued on page 13) 


Metro Plows Its 





Profits Into Pix 


Hollywood, May 5. 


Metro, with a profit of nearly 


$5,000,000 for the first six months | 
of this vear, will declare no divi-| 


dend for that period, but will 
plough the money back into the 
business, the company’s board of 
directors voted here last week. 

Board chairman George Killion 
said the move to put the money 
back into the company “will place 
(Metro) in an even stronger finan- 
cial position and assure stock- 
holders of a greater return on their 
investments.” 

Killion emphasized that if pres- 
ent progress 
pany expects to inaugurate a regu- 
lar dividend policy later in the 
year 


The board, meeting here for the | 


first time in two years, and for 
the first time under the new di- 
vided setup—the old Loew’s Inc. 
being split into Loew's Inc. (Me- 
tro) and Loew’s Theatres—con- 
cluded a two-day meet Thursday 
(30 

Part of the time the board mem- 
bers spent becoming acquainted 
with the Metro studio operation, 
kev personnel and new product. 

Harmony was the keynote of the 
recently-reconstituted board, some 
of whose members were making 
their first visit to the Metro plant. 
It was evident from the brevity of 
the formal meetings that the plans 
for the company formulated by its 
executives aroused little, if any, 
opvrosition from the board. 

Prexy Joseph R. Vogel reviewed 
the recent financial history of the 
company, most details of which 
have already been made public. He 
reported that all branches of the 
company were in the black for the 
six-month period and that pros- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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campaign by} 


continues the com-| 
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B&K Profit Rises 
Chicago, May 5. 

Chicago’s Balaban & Katz 
theatre circuit reported to its 
annual stockholders meeting a 
profit gain for 1958 over the 
previous annum, which observ- 
ers attribute in part to shed- 
ding some marginal and losing 
situations, plus other econo- 
mies. 

Chain reported net profit for 
‘58 of $336,000, and said its 
share evaluation rose to $1.38 
per from $1.31 in 1957. 


Idiocy in Coasts 
Big Star Phobia, 
Sez Mike Curtiz 


Michael Curtiz {s doting a burn 
about the star situation prevailing 











in Hollywood. He feels it's a name-! 


conscious community and as a re- 
sult an abundance of non-estab- 
lished talent is getting the brush. 
Prior to leaving New York to 
direct “Olympia” in Vienna for 
Paramount, Curtiz caught a couple 
of the new plays and this inspired 
him to make some observations. 
Foremost among them is that the 
key players in the big legit clicks 
‘wouldn't stand a chance in the 
West Coast film colony. It would 
be hard to figure a big studio star- 
|ring Geraldine Page in an im- 
portant property, yet she has the 
femme lead in “Sweet Bird of 
Youth,” one of the major clicks of 
the curernt Broadway season. 


Curtiz, a veteran’ director, 
doesn't go along with the familar 
thinking that exhibitors are to 
blame for Hollywood's concentra- 
tion on the relatively few film 
stars. (It’s a matter of record that 
theatremen are disinclined to book 
| product without prominent per- 
| formers.) 

More accurately, opines Curtiz, 
Hollywood itself is the guilty party 
—guilty in having “spoiled” the 
public. The top studios made it a 
steady practice of casting a number 
of stars in a single picture and the 
customers got used to it. This took 
place as the lots had their far-flung 
talent stables. The so-called star 
system is a thing of the past but 


the audience still is demanding the 


|} old name values, 

Curtiz said he can “look around” 
and find much significant but un- 
known talent in the east but, and 
this is to be regretted, Hollywood 
doesn’t want to sire same. And his 
complaint extends to authors. For, 
he doubts that “Sweet Bird” would 
be purchased by a film producer 
had it been submitted by an ob- 
scure writer. The Tennessee Wil- 
}liams play has been acquired by 
Metro. 


$95,856,000 4-Year 
Gross for Loew’s Inc. 


Before Final Division 


Loew's Inc., the integrated com- 
pany before the split, had a con- 
solidated gross for the first half of 
this year of $95,856,000, the com- 
pany reported this week. 

Of this total, the production- 
distribution arm (Metro) accounted 
for $72,372,000 and the theatres 
(now Loew's Theatres Inc.) con- 
tributed $23,284,000. 

A breakdown of the two divi- 
sions of Loew's as it was earlier 





various departments. 


from world-wide production-dis- 
tribution, 


net; 





(Continued on page 63) 


| third place. 


GET THE Chan 


By VANCE KING 


Hollywood, May 5. 

Bank of America continues to 
hold its dominant position in the 
financing of theatrical and tele- 
vision films, per a check of the last 
12 months filings of chattel mort- 
gages at the Los Angeles County 
Clerk's office. 

The insitution is engaged in 24 
separate projects—as evidenced by 
the papers on record—which is far 
above any other financial organiza- 
tion. Pathe Laboratories was sec- 

ond, with 16 projects on file, far 
| ahead of any other strictly film in- 
dustry organization, and certainly 
way ahead of Consolidated Film 
Industries which is its principal 
contender for processing business. 

The files disclosed many new or- 
ganizations entering the ranks of 
motion picture (theatrical and/or 
tv) financiers, many of them 
brought into the business either 
through video sponsorship or the 
lure of possible lucrative returns. 
Chattel mortgages, in effect, are 
jliens upon the negative, prints, 
|copyrights and other material ef- 
| fects of motion picture film and 
generally, according to legal inter- 
pretation, supersede all other 
claims, including those agreed to 
with unions and guilds on addi- 
| tional payments for tv exhibition 
| of theatrical motion pictures. 

List of the lenders and the mort- 
gagees (but not the number of the 
separate projects involved) follow: 

Bank of America: National Tele- 
film Associates, NTA Productions, 

+Contemporary Productions, Cy- 
press Productions, Spartan Produc- 
tions, Walt Disney (telefilm and 
feature), Capital Enterprises, 26 
Men Inc., Associated Producers, 
Lomita Productions, Domino Pic- 
tures Corp., Sincap Productions, 
Topaz Films, Pennebaker Inc., Se- 
curity Pictures. 

| Pathe Laboratories: Utopia En- 





+ 
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WHERE FEATURES Details Hazy But Paramount Studio 
Changes to Follow Balaban Visit 





None So Blind 


Morris Engel, one of the top 
men in the indie production 
field in N. Y., is currently 
pitching his “Weddings and 
Babies” at the U. S. distribs. 
Picture got raves at Venice 
last year. Says Engel, “One fel- 
low saw the picture and liked 
it very much. So he recom- 
mended it to another man in 
distribution, saying it could 
do just as well as ‘Marty.’” 

The only reply he got was: 
“So what did ‘Marty’ do?” 

How can you cope with that 
sort of mentality? 


Reeves Sound 
To Little Board 


On Tape Upsurge 


Reeves Soundcraft Corp., the 
largest single stockholder in Cine- 
rama Inc. with the ownership of 
117% of the outstanding shares, ex- 
| pects to be listed on the American 
Stock Exchange by the end of the 
year. 

This was revealed by Hazard E 
Reeves, president, at the com- 
pany’s annual meeting last week. 

| Reeves, also prexy of Cinerama 
Inc., said that Reeves Soundcraft 
stands to benefit greatly from the 
expanding tape market. He at- 
| tributed the 1958 sales decline of 
| 2% to the problems encountered 
| in moving the company’s magnetic 
| tape facility from Stamford, Conn. 
to Danbury, Conn. last year. “We 
| just couldn't keep up the orders,” 
| Reeves declared. 
| Reeves outlined some of the fu- 








j 


terprises, Catalina Productions, | 
Exploit Films, Cinegraph Pro-| 
ductions, Marvista Productions, 


Colorama Features, Bon-Aire Pro- 
ductions, Tropica Pictures, Santa 
Rosa Productions, Hal Roach Stu- 
dios, El Monte Productions, Golden 
State Productions, Carmel Pro- 
ductions, Santa Cruz Productions. | 

Bankers Trust: Anne Produc-| 
tions, Theme Pictures, Wesmore | 
Inc., Clifton Productions, Imperial 
Pictures and Victor Mature, 


Joanna Productions, Allied Art-| manufacture and distribution of | th 


(Continued on page 13) 


|ture plans for Cinerama and said 
that the company expects to make 
a limited number of films each 
| year, probably two to start. “Our 


| big problem,” he said, “is to de- | 


| cide what kind of films to make. 
We want to create a special kind 
of show business in 25 to 100 thea- 
tres all over the world.” 

Reeves Soundcraft, as an operat- 
ing unit, is responsible for the 


(Continued on page 63) 





National Boxoffice Surve 


y 


Spring, DST Clip Biz; ‘Some Hot’ Back in First, 
‘Life’ Second, ‘Dog’ 3d, ‘Capone’ 4th 


Many key cities covered by 
VARIETY are suffering from spring 
fever in the current session as 
one of first ideal weather-wise 
weekends teamed up with Day- 
light Savings Time to slough biz. 
Only the biggest blockbusters are 
able to combat the combo of these. 
two handicaps. 

“Some Like It Hot” (UA) is back | 
in first place by a narrow margin | 
after two weeks. “Imitation of) 
Life” (U), champ for the last two 
sessions, is taking second money. | 
Each pic is taking around $280,000 | 
gross, with “Hot” making the| 
better individual showings in a) 
number of keys currently. “Life” | 
was helped by several big preem | 
dates. 

“Shaggy Dog” (BV), which was| 
third a week ago. again is copping | 
“Al Capone” (AA), 


| which has been making noises like | 


| 


| 


it was going places, is capturing | 
fourth position even though in 
only six keys. 


Beauty” ‘BV) is dropping down to 
10th spot. 

“Warlock” (20th), still very un- 
even, will finish 11th while “Diary 
of Anne Frank” (20th) rounds out 
the Top 12 list. “Mating Game” 
(M-G), which has been higher on 
the list; “South Pacific’ (Magna) 
and “Green Mansions” (M-G) are 
the runner-up films. 

“Thunder in Sun” (Par) shapes 
spotty this week among new- 
comers. It is fair in Balto, fairish 
in L.A, and passable in St. Louis. 
“Alias Jesse James” (UA) looms 
fair to light currently. “Naked 
Maja” (UA) is okay in Frisco. 

“World, Flesh and Devil” (M-G), 
big in Detroit, shapes okay in 


Cleveland. “Operation Dames” 
(AI), mild in Louisville, is rated 
slow in Detroit. “Shane” (Par). 


out on reissue, is hefty in Omaha. 
“Windjammer” (NT) looks smash 

in Minneapolis. “Horse’s Mouth” 

(Lopert), good in N.Y., shapes sock 

in Chi. “10 Commandments” 

(Par), on return date, is soft in 
i 


“Count Your Blessings” (M-G),| cp 


a newie, is winding up fifth while 
“Compulsion” (20th) is pushing up | 


“Separate Tables” (UA), okay in 
Philly, looms stout in N.Y. “House 


constituted showed earnings from to sixth spot. “South Seas Adven-| on Haunted Hill” (AA), hep in 


| ture” (Cinerama), sixth last round,| KC. looks oke in Philly. 


‘ 


For the Metro end, gross income | Will take seventh place. 


“Sheriff of Fractured Jaw” 





Top-level talks are going on at 
Paramount anent a new produc- 
tion modus operandi. Details 
have yet to be worked out but two 
factors appear clear. For one, 
Par brass in New York is dis- 
gruntled about the type of prod- 
uct coming out of the Hollywood 
lot; the pictures are satisfactory 
on the whole but there’s an ab- 
sence of the blockbuster-prestige 
combinations which certain board 
members are demanding. Two, 
some personnel changes likely will 
be involved as the new order of 
things comes into being. 


Barney Balaban, Par president, 
will leave Manhattan for the Coast 
within the next two weeks and at 
this time, it’s expected, major 
changes will take place. 

Y. Frank Freeman, vicepresi- 
dent in charge of production, has 
been off the job since his trip east 
several weeks ago due to illness. 
Word from within is that Freeman 
will stay with Par but perhaps 
; With the addition of at least one 
new importantly-placed individual 
added to the payroll. 

Motivating factor behind the ad- 
dition centers on the reaching out 
for talent and properties. Specu- 
lation is that the newcomer—there 
are lots of candidates for the job 
but as of now no one definitely 
chosen—will take over the task of 
developing a “blockbuster” pro- 
gram. 


Agents Piloting 
Film Talent Pool 


| Fate of a pool of new faces 
| which could be tapped by all stu- 
‘dios is in the laps of the talent 
| agents. Their approval of the pro- 
| jected scheme is a requisite to i's 
| coming into being. 

| Some time ago Edward L. Hy- 
man, vicepresident of American 
Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres, 
broached the idea of a central 
source of promising players to 
various studio heads. Latter said 
they thought highly of the idea. 
{It meant they could sign a new- 
| comer for a single picture without 
j}having to keep the individual on 
the payroll .on a longterm basis. 
Each indivigual would be hired by 
e various studios off and on via 
;the pooling setup. From the pool 
| of neophyies would come some 
new stars and this would benefit 
the entire industry, it was feit. 

Spyros P. Skouras, Buddy Adler, 
| Sam Briskin, Jack L. Warner and 
| Joseph R. Vogel were among those 
| endorsing the plan, it’s said. 

But the rub centered on the 
agents, who are blamed for many 
| things out west. They took the 
position, allegedly, that only pack- 
| age deals could be arranged—that 
|is, they would make available an 
established “name” only on condi- 
|tion that the newcomer also hired 
was under contract to them 





| 
| 
| 








‘STUDY STOCK OPTIONS 
FOR METRO LEADERS 


The board of directors of Loew's 
| Inc. has appointed a committee to 
study the possibility of granting 
stock options and contract exten- 
sions to members of the manage- 
ment team. The subject, it was 
learned, was introduced at last 
week's board imeeting on the Coast. 

Named to the committee were 
Nathan Cummings, Ira Guilden, 
George L. Killion, William A, 
Parker and Ellsworth C. Alvord. 
It’s understood that the options 
would involve prexy Joseph R. 
Vogel, v.p. and general counsel 
Benjamin Melniker, and v.p. and 
treasurer Robert H. O’Brien. 

The board, according to reports, 
tabled the discussion when it was 
| introduced at last week's meeting 








“Room At Top” (Cont) is show- | (20th) is rated fine in Providence. | and suggested the appointment of 


“Gigi” (M-G) is| 
ninth position, “Sleeping 


was $57,319,000, for a $4,974,000 | wind up eightit, first time to land | Buffalo. 
television, $8,417,000, for a)in Variety's 1? . 
taking 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9) 


plus foreign theatres,| ing enough on four playdates to| “Westbound” (WB) looms mild in| a committee to make a full study 


| of the question of options and con- 
‘tracts fer the management group 
and key executives. 
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Cannes Festival In Slow Start But 
‘Where Are Dames?’ Not ‘59 Question 


By GENE MOSKOWITZ 
Cannes, May 5. 

Cannes Film Festival opened 
Thurs. nite (30) for its 12th spring 
with the usual oglers massed out- 
side the Film Palace. Plenty of 
actors and actresses showed, some 
with renown, but the overlong Italo 
entry “Policarpo” led to only an 
ordinary audience reaction. Pre- 
sentation of personalities before 
unspooling also got a lukwarm re- 
ception from an apparently blase 
audience 

Things picked up at a midnight 
at the Ambassadeurs where 


party ; 
Yves Montand scored with an 
hour’s impromptu singing stint. 


Though plenty of dames via Zsa 
Zsa Gabor, Juliette Greco, Rhonda 
Fleming, Nicole Maurey, Simone 
Sienoret, Carla Del Poggio, Dawn 
Addams, Mylene Demongeot and 
beauteous Japanese Hitomi Nazoe 
were present, plus Edward G. Rob- 
inson, Gene Kelly, Montand and 


Jacques Charrier, one scribe, hard- | 


pressed for a story, started a rumor 
that Britain’s strong entry “Room 
At the Top” was really disqualified 
for it had already played in the 
U.S 

However a look at the rules de- 
noted that a film could not have 
been shown in any “European 
country, outside of the nation of 
origin, to be disqualified Then the 
Yank “Compulsion” (20th), now 
playing in London, was sineled out, 
but info has it that an invited film 
can have rules waived if it is want- 
ed for fest competitive purposes. 

Italo feature which opened fes- 
tival was somewhat too local in 
its turn-of-the-century comedics 
ard looks to be also-ran for any 
kudos 

Friday afternoon (1) was taken 
by a Portuguese entry, “Rhapsodie 
Portuguese,” also too long and me- 
andering in its documentary cover- 
ace of the country. The evening 
had the highly touted British 
“Room” which got an ckay recep- 
tion but what was expected. French 
Miss Signoret. was given the 


star 
plaudit treatment and has a chance 
for “Best Actress.” 





15 O’seas Markets Hit 
New Sales Drive Highs 


Honoring Col’s Schneider: 


Fifteen territories ot Columbia 
International turned in an all-time 
high for film billings during the 
Abe Schneider birthday week sales 


drive ending April 25) according | 


to the company. 

Areas posting new highs were 
Italy, Egypt, Finland, Iraq, Leba- 
non, Portugal, Spain, South Viet- 
nam, Argentina, Brazil, Chile. Co- 
lombia, Ecuador, Peru and Vene- 
zuela 
buster on first-runs in those coun- 
the benefit of an outstanding block- 

The company said the record 
billings were registered without 
tries. 


‘SHAKE HANDS’ FIRST 
WITH THE CIRCUITS 


Another picture is skipping 
Broadway and opening on the cir- 
cuit. 

Film is the United Artists re- | 
lease, “Shake Hands With the! 
Devil,” which George Glass and | 
Walter Seltzer produced for Pen-! 
nebaker Productions. It'll open on | 
the circuit in mid-May in perfer- | 
ence to a Broadway date. 

Reasoning is a—by now—old 

one. Original idea was to preem 
the film on the main stem. Sev- 
eral houses were __ interested. 
Finally, it turned out that none 
wanted to give Pennebaker the 
kind of deal that would allow the 
producers to come out with a good 
profit after advertising, etc. 
_ Weighing the possibility of los- 
ing money on Broadway to open- 
ing the circuit without a guaran- 
tee but also with much lower 
costs, Pennebaker chose the latter 
route, even though this means los- 
ing the advantage of the Broadway 
“prestige.” 








ie 
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BALABAN’S $124,800 
TOPS PAR’S PAYROLL 


Barney Balaban, president, was 
the highest paid officer of Para- 


a salary of $124,800 which includes 
expense allowances amounting to 
$20,800. In addition 
share in a posthumous plan 
amounts to at least $33,500 per 
year for 10 years for his estate. 

Proxy statement sent to stock- 
holders this week, in advance of 
the June 2 annual meeting, further 
discloses that studio v.p. Y. Frank 
Freeman collected $111,000; v.p 
Paul Raibourn, $59,800; distribu- 
tion chief George Weltner, $81,- 
800, and board chairman Adolph 
Zukor, $78,000. 

It was further disclosed that 
Weltner on Jan. 1, 1959, entered 
a new agreement calling for his 
services for eight years and follow- 
ing his active employment he shall 
be retained in a consulting capac- 
ity for a period equal to his active 
employment. Agreement further 
| provides that Weltner or his estate 
shall collect $31,250 per annum for 
jeight years following his active 
employment. 


National Theatres 
21.5% Profit Rise 


Los Angeles, May 5 

National Theatres Inc., and its 
subsidiaries showed a 21.5% in- 
crease in consolidated net income 
| for 26-week period ended March 
31, 1959, reaching $903,838, or 34c 
| per share, as against $743,897, or 
| 28c per share, for corresponding 
| period of previous year. 
| 
| 











Take for 1959 included gains 
(net of Federal taxes) of $259,000, 
or nine cents per share, from dis- 
position of interesis in_ theatres 
| and other properties. This com- 
| pares with $170,000, or six cents 
| per share, for same period in 1958. 
Circuit.disposed of 26 theatres dur- 
| ing first half of current fiscal year. 
| Consolidated net of NT and sub- 
|sids for second quarter ended 
March 31, 1959 amounted to $541.- 
| 000, or 20 cents per share, a drop 
of 23.33% from second-quarter 
earnings of $678,000, or 25 cents 
per share, of previous year. Net 
| gains and losses from dispositions 
of interests in theatres and prop- 
| erties were insigrificant in each of 
these two periods, according to 

; company. 
NT’s 26-week net for current 
| fiscal year did not include its 
| newly-acquired subsid, National 
| Telefilm Associates Inc., taken 
over April 6, 1959. 





Pleskowe’s ‘Here’s-How’ 
| Trip to Frankfurt 


| Eric Pleskowe, assistant Con- 
tinental manager for United Art- 


mount last year, having received | 


| 


Balaban’'s | 


|ists with headquarters in Paris, is | 


|spending considerable time at the 
company’s office’ in 


Frankfurt, | 


| Germany, breaking in Sig Kusiel, | 


; UA’s new manager for Germany. 
| Pleskowe, as former manager for 


Germany, is an expert on the Ger- | 


|man market and reportedly wants 
to make sure Kusiel gets off to a 
|right start. UA has had some dif- 
|ficulty recently in finding the 
right man for the Frankfurt post, 
Kusiel being the fourth individual | 
to hold the job in the last year. 
Kusiel, formerly with Columbia, 
was working at UA’s homeoffice 
before he was dispatched to Ger- 
many. 


Cite Chevalier in Chi 


Chicago, May 5. 

For his “unselfish devotion to | 
the cause of show people every- 
where,” Maurice Chevalier last 
week became the first European 
entertainer cited by Show Folks of 
America. 

Citation was made by SfA prez 
George B. Flint ,and v.p. Lucian 
Kapp. Chevalier, appropriately 
enough, noted he was president of 
a French home for old and indigent 
musichall troupers. Chevalier was 
appearing at the Palmer House | 
Empire Room. 








| 


Producers of ‘Crime and 


Funishment, U.S.A.’ Plan 
Art Houses as Trailer 


Terry and Dennis Sanders, pro- 
ducing-directing team which has 
turned out “Crime and Punish- 
ment, U.S.A.” for Allied Artists re- 
lease, this week disclosed the pat- 
tern of release for the production, 
beginning with an art house ex- 
posure with a hoped-for followup 
in conventional theatres. 

Terry Sanders said the basic idea 
is to build werd-of-mouth in the 
offbeat situations, as in college 
towns, where the Dostoevski book 
is well known. (A French modern- 
ization starring Jean Gabin has 
been re-circulating of late.) ‘Sanders 
commented: “The colleges all have 
Dostovoevski’s classic on _ their 
reading lists and we feel that our 
film will find an immediate market 
in these situations. Naturally we 
are pushing this at the present 
time to get our public before the 
colleges are involved with their 
end-of-term activities.” 

This is the first independent pic- 
ture brought out by the Sanders 
brothers and it stars George Ham- 


ilton. an admiited unknown. They 
are now at work on “The Subter- 
raneans” for producer Arthur 
Freed at Metro, with Denis San- 


ders directing and Terry Sanders 
acting as associate producer. 

AA put up 60° of the financing 
for “Crime,” with 
freres raising the 
private sources 


balance from 


O’SEAS OUT-BILLING 
20TH DOMESTICALLY 


The once-unique situations, 
which has seen 20th-Fox Interna- 
tional outbilling the domestic divi- 
sion in 1958, is continuing into} 
1959 


As of May 2 
ings ran to about $9,000,000, an in- 
crease of $2.000,000 over the same 
period in 1958. However, for the 
same four months in °59, the do- 
mestie division bil’ed $13.500,000. 
a drop of some $7,000,000 from the 
prior year 

One of is, of 


the differences 


course, that whereas domestic de- | 


foreign delivers local 
which has to be convert- 


livers dollars 
currency 
ed into dollars 

20th’s domestic division has suf- 


fered from a lack of top pictures | 


and the failure of some which were 
considered potential'y big grossers 
but didn’t pan out. Sooner or later, 
these same films will, of course, 
hit the foreign market and this 
may serve to narrow the widening 
gap between the domestic and for- 
eign divisions 


U. S. to Europe 
Richard Bacharach 
Dirk Bogarce 
Fred Brahms 
Maurice Chevalier 
Florence Eldridge 
Ken Englund 
Gertrude Fellner 
Milton Goldman 
Saul Goodman 
Abel Green 
Bernard Hilda 
Jac Holzman 
Nina Holzman 
Arnold Hoskwith 
Martin Lev:ne 
Ilya Lopert 
Bill Jacobson 
Fredric March 
Gerard Willem Van ~-L.oon 
L. Arnold Weissberger 
Lou Wilson 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Mortimer Becker. 
Jan Clayton 

Dean Crane 

Jean Dalrymple 
Osear A. Doob 
Lynn Farnol 
Maximillian Schell 


Europe to U. S. 


Julie Andrews 

Myrt Blum 

Ernest Borgnine 
Alexander H. Cohen 
Norman Collins 
Hildy Parks 

Arnold M. Picker 
Tony Walton 


the Sanders | 


20th’s foregn bill- | 





Doing The Cannes-Cannes 











Red Stars Persona Non Grata 
A party was thrown for stars aboard American aircraft carrier In- 
trepid, now anchored outside the Film Palace. However, due to gen- 
eral security measures, no members of any of the Eastern bloc coun- 
tries could be invited. This was accepted by visiting Russo, Bulgar, 
Polish, Hungarian and Czech thesps, and no incident developed be- 
cause of it. 


‘Anne Frank’ Echo 
Spirit of Anne Frank was felt via a Czech short “No More Butter- 
flies” which dealt with the drawings of children who were later killed 
in Nazi concentration camps. 


Air France Tres Occupe 
Air France's new accord with other European airlines has fest par- 
ticipants whisking in from all over the Continent. With the May § 
intro of the jet Caravelle, special jets streamed in via Air France to 
swell the big number of film personalities showing this year. 





The Buyers Arrive 
Foreign distribs from N.Y. attending include Richard Davis, 
| Jean Goldwurm, Harry Brandt, Duncan MacGregor, Ed Kingsley, Wal- 
ter Reade Charles Einfeld, of 20th-Fox, expected in to looksee the 
handling and pub of the two 20th entries ... Also here Darryl Zanuck. 





Robinson's Other Chapeau 
Edward G. Robinson finds nothing ironic about ‘Middle of the 
Night” (Col) being the official Yank entry. He did the role in legit 
and is sure that Fredric March has brought his own ideas to it for 
| the pic version. Robinson is more interested in ogling still pictures by 
| painting masters for his art collection. 





Darryl: ‘That's My Boy!’ 


| 
| Richard Zanuck’s “Compulsion” adaptation of the Meyer Levin 
novelized reprise of Teopold-Loeb case was warmly received when 


Critics echoed. It was a good time for the 
Zanuck 


shown here at the festival 
24-year-old producer and ditto papa Darryl F 


| 
| 32 Features Prompt ‘Duals’ 





Festival ni 32 features and 21 shorts. Topheavy schedule has 
three double features slated which created early complaints from 
miffed reps of the countries whose releases were “dualled.’’ This was 
a necessity due to the large number of entries 

Though many treat of social, moral and ethical problems there look 
to be no political beefs in the offing. There are 3,000 invited people 
|for 1,200 seats in the Festival Palace, necessitating early shows every 
day besides the regular unspoolings at 3 p.m. and 10 p.m. 


ww has 


\ 





750 Journalists Present 
Over 750 accredited journalists are present plus scores of photogs 
already assailing the stars, starlets and non-pro lookers already pres- 
}ent. The billboards are up all along the Croisette, the main thorough- 
|fare along the ocean, where all takes place. With two out of the three 
Yank pix in the running, 20th-Fox did not fare too well on the bill- 


boards and neither “Compulsion” or “The Diary of Anne Frank” are 
on them. But they have taken big space further down the Croisette 
near the Casino 

Columbia scored with four spots for ‘“Middle of the Night” on these 


eyecatching boards. 





U.S. Navy Evokes Wisecrack 
massed before the Film Palace brought the usual 
Yanks insuring a prize for themselves 


Yank Naval fleet 
bromides about the 





May Day Without Sickles 
world Communist holiday for leftwing workers, passed 
ce at Cannes. None of the features on diem being 
Red bloc 


May Day 
without not 
Russian or 


that 





Festival Fatigue 
Gene Kelly likes being a Cannes fest juror except that merry-go- 
round of interviews and stand-stills for the press photogs is a fatigue- 
maker. Another complaint as to festival fatigue: Micheline Presle 
finds nightly elaborate make-ready for the fans (new gown each time, 
natch) gets the body down. 


Andre Malraux’s Shadow 

Culture Minister Andre Mairaux who has reformed the Paris legit 
theatres and opera will be at the festival for the finale. Hence the 
George Stevens production, “Diary Of Anne Frank” (20th) will be a 
stronger-than-usual farewell feature. 

Had Malraux seen the weak sister type of feature which is often 
the close-out he might—some argue—close out the Cannes Festival as 
is—a born reformer, mind you. 


Fredric March Can Be Reached 
If Col's “Middle of the Night” should get the nod at Cannes, Fredrie 
March will be in London within easy reach. Kim Novak, his costar, 
will’ be on the Riviera for the world preem May 13 ‘same day that 
it’s being tradeshown in the U.S.) of the last-season Edward G. Rob- 
inson play. March and his wife, Florence Eldridge, have tv commit- 
ments in London ‘via Harry Alan Towers) and also have vet to see 
their second grandchild. Penny March married abroad. The stars leave 

for London today ‘Wed.) on the SS Queen Mary. 


L.A.toN.¥. — |PULP PLANT STRIKE 


Burt 
Bridget Boland 








Robert Boyle 
Irving Briskin 
Frank M. Folsom 
Bud Getzler 
William Goetz 
Samuel Goldwyn Jr. 
Gogi Grant 
Norman Greer 
George Grief 

A. E. Hamilton 
William Holden 
Henry Jones 
Phyllis Kirk 
Charles Lawton 
Jack Lemmon 
Herbert B. Leonard 
Seymour Poe 

Mrs. Phil Regan 
Denis Sanders 
Terry Sanders 
Bernie Sindell 
George Stevens 
George Stevens Jr. 
Constance Towers 
Randy Wood 


KIBOSHES PATRONAGE 


Albany, May 5. 

A prolonged sirike at the Me- 
chanicville plant of the West Vir- 
ginia Pulp & Paper Co. dented 
business so severely at the State 
that Howard Goldstein closed the 
theatre Saturday (2). 

He had operated it, on lease from 
the Benton organizat‘on of nearby 
Saratoga, since last November. 
Goldstein’s younger brother, Her- 
bert, managed the house. The 
Goldsteins continue operating the 
Capitol in Whitehall (also a Benton 
property), as well as the Dix Drive- 
in at Hudson Falls and the Fort 
Warren Drive-in at Castleton, Vt. 

Jules Pearlmutter, of Albany (for 
whom Howard Goldstein worked as 
general manager for a time), con- 
ducted the State, on lease from 
Benton, for about two years. It is 
the only film house in the city of 
Mechanicville. 
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TOA: 1960 AS “YEAR OF TRUTH’ 


te Ae ee ln ie in Oe te te On i i 


Feature Starts: 


A Ae Ae in te i i i 
Here is 
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Jan-July, 1959 


» at A i Ao in i i te in in 


TOA's release outlook to date in 1959: 


AA AIP BV Col Metro Par 20th UA Univ. WB Total 
Jan 2 Z 1 + 1 2 4 3 3 0 22 
Feb. 1 0 1 3 3 2 4 4 2 2 22 
Mar. 1 + 1 3 2 2 5 3 2 0 23 
Apr 2 0 0 3 2 1 2 3 1 2 16 
May 2 2 0 4 3 1 1 4 2 3 22 
June 3 3 0 4 2 2 2 5 0 2 23 
July 1 2 1 3 2 3 2 3 3 2 22 
Total 12 13 + 24 15 13 20 25 13 11 150 
And here is the slate of new production started in Hollywood be- 
tween January 1, 1959 and April 30, 1959, compared with the same 
verio 
' 1959 1958 
Allied Artists 2 6 
Columbia 8 8 
Disney 2 1 
Metre 7 9 
Paramount o 5 
Universal 4 2 
20th-Fox + 10 
Warner Bros. 3 4 
Independents 19 30 
53 75 
Fu L Year | x 3) . 159 225 











Minimal Rental Fee of $1,000,000 Annua!ly—500 








‘ ° ’ ° 
Shooting Days’ Figure 
stsininntananiaaaaie + $$ _____—_—— 
Under its 10-year lease-back .. of E. Vs. Min. Wage 
arrangement with Music Corp. of ik Maidan: tonne of 
America for use of studio facilities, Exhibitor . : ong re a i at 
~ rs W: presenter 
Universal is reauired to pay MCA hearing ve rol Tues.) in 
a minimum of $1,000,000 annually Wa hingt yn before the Senate 
r } 7 > nis as gton l . é 
<everd - _ oe yp Rn Labor & Public Welfare Com- 
+ haere a — : .| mittee on a bill which would 
between the film company and the} ‘ né ' 
talent agenci | for the first time extend minf- 
eee Pee .. | mum wage law coverage to the 
In addition to this yearly mini- tuastie tndastrs 
mum guaranteed rental fee, U Representing the Congress 
must also pay $2,000 per shooting | of Exhibitors were Philip F 
day for each shooting day in ex- Harling and Emanuel Frisch 
gn . o . “ of ¢ a ! l n. 
cess of B00 ge Pe, me Other spokesmen for the the- 
pact year é snoo g . " 
y ma { da: we which one atre industry included A 
inec a lay ' - 
pete oR gti iter” : ane Julian Brylawski. chairman of 
photographic unit \ ith one crev the Mational Lesisiation Com- 
and staff is occupied in photogra- itn of Ciecien Gunes of 
phy for one photoplay Shooting iain sad ‘Deanth > paso Foon 
days are computed separately for os Allied Sade Gein an 
each film unit and its accompany- | ee ind ‘ 
‘ . rer en aff <« Por *h | ne VO Rid ° 
= Fe ages i a i The bill, which has been in- 
0 uci 7 . 
I in - | troduced by Sen. John F. Ken- 
The contract also stipulates the nedy. Dem. Mass. in co-spen- 
manner in which Universal must sorship with six other mem- 
make its payments Basically it) bers of the committee, in- 
requires the film company to Pay|  Ciudes theatres within its defi- 
>) sth! 7 ; ; ~ Se is i 
$84.000 monthly if it utilizes less | alien. of “tateinn Gttahiily 
than 42 shooting days per month ments.” 
If U uses more than 42 shooting = 
davs, it is required to pay $84,000 


rlus an additional $2,000 per day 


for each shooting day over 42. 
Decca Underwrites 

The pact. which also contains a 
guarantee from Decca Records, 
which owns more than 80° of U's 
stock stipulates that location 
shooting, whether in the U.S. or| 
abroad, sha!l be considered a half 


a shooting day if any of the owner’s 


(MCA) equipment or facilities are 
used “Photogranhic tests” are 
considered a full shooting day. 
Second unit work or “pickup 
shots” are designated as half shoot- 
ing days 

Other charges are involved, as 
for example $100 per day during 


photographs or 
other facilities equipment for 
inserts and/or process plates. 
There's also a charge for an extra 
camera 

The 


utilizes 
or 


which U 


detailed document covers 
Continued om page 18) | 


HECHT’S ‘FLIGHT’ FIRST 
NOT WITH LANCASTER 


Hollywood, May 5. 

Harold Hecht, prexy of Hecht- 
Hiil-Lancaster and associated ex- 
clusively with company since its 
inception, will make his first out- 
side pic, “Flight To Ashiya.” Alan 
Pakula will produce for Hecht, 
having originally planned to make 
it on his own. 

Budgeted at $2,500,000, film will 
be made in Japan, Germany and 
Morocco, with U.S. Air Force co- 
operation. Pitch is being made for 
Ronald Reagan to undertake one of | 
five star roles in story which deals | 
with USAF air rescue missions, 


| about 175 this year. 


\ tor has paid $75 





Yank Distribs 
Won't Cut Down 


German Lineup 


‘rankfurt, April 28 

Despite strong urging from the 
German film producers and distrib- 
utors, the American member com- 
panies of MPEA have not cut back 
the number of films they plan to 
release on the 1959-60 calendar. 

German industryites had two pleas 
this year. One was that MPEA re- 
duce its total imports voluntarily 
from more than 200 of last year to 
Current sched- 
ule calls for from 200 to 217 pro- 
ductions. Second was the German 
producers’ plea for American mem- 
ber MPEA companies to each re- 
lease several] German films in the 
States for a minimum $25,000 
guaranteer This also has been re- 
jected. 

However, pointed out Leo Hoch- 
stetter, chief of MPEA for Ger- 
many, some German films have 
done even better. Metro paid $600,- 
000 for Mario Lanza’s “Serenade 
for a Great Love” and $250,000 for 
the Curd Juergens starrer “Der 
Shinderhannes.” And for the top 
German film of last year “Das 
Maedchen Rosemarie” (The Girl 
Rosemarie), an American distribu- 
,000. 


1 POOH O444O4 + 





| British Film Ind indetey 





ANALYZE IE ‘STARTS’ ‘Hot’ ‘Imitation’ Paced Apri BLO. 
‘AO THAT WAY Two Buena Vistas Rated 3d, 4th; 


Three Metros in Prime Dozen 


The critical year for the nation’s | 
theatres from the standpoint of the 


product supply will be 1960, ac- 
cording to Theatre Owners of 
America. The conclusion of the 
exhibitor association is based on 


the number of pictures that have 
been placed into production from 
January through Aovril of this year 
The TOA tally indicates that only 
53 pictures went before the cam- 
eras during the four-month stanza 
For the same period of last year, 
a total of 75 films were siarted, 
with 1958 ending up with a total of 
225 features. 

Vith only 53 starts for the first 
third of 1959, TOA figures that the 
year will end up with only 159 pic- 
tures Unless the trend is re- 
versed, the exhibitor organization 
fears that “1960 will be the year of 
tremendous problems.” 

Although TOA is not crowing 
about the present situation, it 
at least content that the 1959 prod- 
uct situation should be no worse | 
than 1958. TOA estimates that 10) 
companies will release 150 features 
from January to July and that even 
if there is a fall-off in the last five 
months of this year, it indicates 
that about 200 pictures will be re- 


is 


leased in 1959. “This is a shock- 
ingly low number,” TOA sadly 
comments, “but about the same 
number es 1958."". However, TOA 
notes that the “present squeeze” 


is nothing “‘compa red to what can 
happen in 19€0. 


Still Trying to Keep 
Feature Pix Off Tele 


London, May 5 

The Film Industry Defense Or- 
ganization, formed by the British 
industry last year to stop tv get- 
ting further supplies of old fea- 
ture pix, has acquired covenants 
covering 15 vaulties and is actively 
negotiating for 31 more. Addition- 
ally, says FIDO, it’s been respon- 
sible through negotiation for 
“many thousands” of feature pix 
not being offered to tele and that 
“it is clear beyond doubt" anything 
up to 15 pix a week might be show- , 
ing on the U.K. networks had not 
the outfit come into being. 

Claims, made after a_ board 
meeting last Thursday (30) don't 
of course, imply that tv’s starved 
of oldies to screen. Plenty were 
snapped up before FIDO began to 
bark. The org states confidently. 
though, that “this backlog must 
be exhausted within measurable 
time, although it will be available 
for new tv stations as they come 
into being.” 

FIDO board reviewed the operat- 
ing period to April 18 at its Thurs- 
day confab. During the 32 weeks 
from last Sept. 8, it was told, near:y 
$816,500 was collected, while total 
expenditure to April 18 was $76.- 


500, this taking in formation and 
running expenses as well as the 
cost of acquiring covenants. In view 


of the balance in hand, a 50° cut 
in the contributions from the con- 
stituent associations is being made 
for the period May 31l-Aug. 29. 
Present board consists of Ar- 


thur Watkins, acting chairman, 
following the death of Sir Arthur 
Jarratt; Alfred Davis and Lord 


Westwood representing the exhibs 
and J. P. H. Walton representing 
the British Film Producers Assn 
Vacancy caused by Jarratt’s death 


hasn't yet been filled so far as 
Kinematograph Renters Society 


representation is concerned. Sec- 
retary and administrative officer is 
W. J. Speakman. 


Hail Claude Ezell 


Dallas, May 5 

Some 300 showmen from all 
phases of the biz paid tribute to 
Claude Ezell last Saturday night at 
the Variety Club. Ezell, founder of 
Dallas Variety Tent 17, has been 
active during the eventful years of 
the club, including a long tenure 
as chief barker. 





R. J. O'Donnell, veepee and gen- 
eral manager of the Interstate 
Theatre Circuit, delivered the 


principal address honoring Ezell. | 


| the 





April’s Top 12 


1. “Like It Hot” (UA) 

2. “Imitation Life” (U) 

3. “Shaggy Dog” (BV) 

4. “Sleeping Beauty” (BV 
5. “Rio Bravo” (WB). 

6. “South Seas” (C’rama) 
7. “Green Mansions” (M-G) 
8. “Gigi” (M-G). 

9. “Sound & Fury” (20th). 
10. “Tempest” (Par 

11. “Mating Game” (M-G 
_ 21 “Separate Table Tables” ‘Ll \) 





Equipment Firms 
Will Help TOA’s 
Finer Screening 


Theatre Owners of America has 
received assurance that 126 equip- 


ment dealers, serving every state in 
the union, will cooperate with the 
industry's proposed inspection and 


training program for the improve- 


ment of theatre projection 
The training program is under 
supervision of the newly or- 


ganized Council 


ment of Th 


for the Improve- 
eatres and Motion Pic- 


ture Projection, an _ association 
made up of TOA, the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, the Society of Motion Pic- 
ture and Television Engineers, 
Theatre Equipment Dealers Assn 


Theatre Equipment and Supply 
Manufacturers Assn., Altee Service 
RCA Service, National Carbon and 


Lorraine Carbon 

According to TOA prexy George 
G. Kerasotes, all the cooperating 
firms have agreed to make inspec- 
tions without cost or obligation to 
the theatreowner. 

The entire program was prompted 
by the findings of the Motion Pic- 
ture Research Council that 707 
cf theatres inspected during a two- 
year survey had sub-par projec- 
tion. 


Tom Brandon Distributing 
Japanese Films in U.S.A. 


Thomas Brandon, head of Bran- 


don Films, concluded a releasing 
agieement with four of the six 
major Japanese film production 


companies during his recent visit 
to Tokyo 

The three-year agreanent—with 
Toho, Shochiku, Nikkatsu and 
Shintoho—calls for Brandon to 
distribute a selected group of pic- 
tures in North America. 

The U.S. distrib will launch the 
films with a new distribution pat- 
tern. He will offer the films to art 
theatres and recital halls for a sea- 
son of Japanese films for showing 
on a subscription basis, with a 
higher price for single admissions 
The program will be launched in 
October in New York and San 
Francisco, with theatres yet to be 
selected 


The Toho deal, agreed in prin- 
ciple in Japan, was firmed last 
week with Oro Uzaki, head of In- 
ternational Toho Inc. of Los 
Angeles. Among the Toho films 
will be four directed by Akri 


in this country 
Kurosawa's first 


Kuresawa, known 
for “Roshomon.” 
film, “The Drunken Angel,” not 
yet shown in the western world, 
will be among those to be released 
by Brandon. Al! pictures will be 
released with sub-titles initially 
and those deemed to have strong 
appeal for the American market 
will be dubbed later. 





+ By MIKE WEAR 
Varrery’s regular weekly 
boxoffice reports are summar- 
ized esch month, retrospec- 
tively. Based on an average of 
24 key situations, the source 
data constitute an adequate 
sampling of current releases 
but are not, of course, fully 
“defi ve.” An inder of rela- 
1 nad strenoth in the 
U. S Canada market, this 
montily revrise does not pre- 
tend to exnresrs total rentals. 
Array of strong, new pic- 
tures gave the national boxoffice 
scene a solid lift last month, new 
product d‘splaying such potency 
that only the biggest of the hold- 
overs m ed to stay in the Top 
12 list ef Var-ery’s. Rainy weather 
in Avril toreed to promote the do- 
mestic renoce ven but it had little 
effect on the blockbusters 
“Sore L’ke It Hot” (UA) was the 
April b.o eo cca? Oddly enough, 
this is a b'ack-and-white pic, but 
it did rot prevent it from racking 
up neariy $1,500,000 gross total in 
the keys covered by Vartety. Film 


disvia‘ed s 
holdovers 


ich strength that it won 


in countless situations. 
“Hot” was first in weekly compila- 
tions 1 t of the month 
“Imitation of Life’ (U) was eas- 
ily winner of second place, with 
around $1,200,000 total gross. Pic- 
ture pro -s to be the biggest 
grosser for Universal in years, be- 
ing the hest boxoffice bet the com- 
pany has hed in months 
“Shageyv Do BV) crowded out 
“Sleepi: Peauty” (BV), another 
Walt Den for third position. It 
shaped un stronger at the wickets 
than even the most optimistic had 
hoped for “Beauty,” champ in 
Mare ound up fourth 
“Rio Brave,” (WB) fourth new 
film to finish among the top five, 
copped fifth place “South Seas 
Adventure” (Cinerama), which was 
fourth in March, finished in sixth 
spot “Green Mansions” (M-G) 


landed seventh money. 


“Gigi” (™-G), long high on the 
list and s‘xth in March, wound up 
eighth as a result of its Oscaring. 
The many Academy Awards pro- 
vided hypo in many spots and 

Continued on page 63) 


JULES VERNE HIMSELF, 
WITH WORKS, IN VOGUE 


| Hollywood, May 5 

| Jules Verne is latest author to 

hit heavy Hollywood stride, not 

alone for his writ:ngs but as a per- 

sonality 
Following 








a 


Benedict Bogeaus’ re- 


cent registration of the title, “The 
Life of Jules Verne,” Embassy 
Picture d.strib company headed 
by Josep) Lev.ne, last week regis- 
tered “The Fabulous World of Jules 
Verne” with the MPAA. 

Bogeaus lcads among the pro- 
ducers interested in early scift 


novel st. In addition to his planned 


tbiopic, ke is now prepping “Mys- 
terious Island” for a July or Au- 
gust shooting and last year turned 
out “From tie Earth to the Moon,” 
for Warner Bros. release. “Island” 
will be distributed by Bogeaus and 


James Grainger’s new Inter-Con- 
tinent Releasing Organization, 


“Journey to the Center of the 
Earth” also is being readied by 
20th-Fox as a Pat Boone starrer 
Charlés Brackeit to produce and 


Henry Lev 
las’ Eryna 
fashioning 
“Michael Sirogoff.” 

Metro in 1929 was one of the 
first to set the Verne ball rolling, 
with its production of “Mysterious 
Island,” for which it scoured the 
world for dwarfs and _ brought 
more than 79 to Hollywood. Walt 
Disney several years ago did 
“20,000 Leagues Under the Sea,” 
and Mike Todd's “Around the 
World in 80 Days” is in current re- 
| lease. 


n to direct. Kirk Doug- 
Productions is likewise 
another Verne entry, 
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Pork Chop Hill 


Grim, unrelieved war picture 
with minimum heroics and 
maximum realism. With 
Gregory Peck in lead, actioner 
shapes as strong entry. 


United Artists release of a Melville 
Production Produced by Sy Bartlett 
Stars Gregory Peck; features Harry Guar- 





d Rip Torn, George Peppard, James 
I ds Bob Steele, Woody Strode, 
rT Shibata. Directed by Lewis Mile- 
s Sereenplay, James H. Webb, based 
« rk by S. L. A. Marshall, U.S.A.R.; 
« er Sem Leavitt; music comp« »ysed 
a conducted by Leonard Roseman. Pre- 
vie 1 at the UA homeoffice in N.Y., 
A 0, "59. Running time, $7 MINS 
I mons Gregory Peck 
I lan : Harry Guardino 
L OE siccawaewee Rip Torn 
Pedderson ......ceee e George WVeppard | 
Cpl. Jurgens James Edwards 
OO eee Bob Steele 
oo eer Woody Strode 
O'Hashi Kee tets George Shibata 
Coleman .«.ceseess Norman Fell 
eevee Robert Bloke 


Biff Elliot 


avis Borry Atwater 
> Officer Michrel Garth | 
Gen, Trudeau ose Ken Lynch 
§ reucheberg .. Peul Comi | 
McKinley , Abel Fernanéez 
i ie, o's. an eeeweraal Lou Gallo 
ol. Ps Cliff Ketchum 
Mart'n Londau 

Bert Remson 


Kcvin Hagen 
Deen Stanton 
Leontrd Craves 
Svl. L 
Gavin McCloud 





John Alderman 

dchn McKee 

Charles Aidman 

' s Chuct’ Hoyvword 
R-c’o QOverator Buzz Martin 
Soldier Runner “bert Williame 
Iron Man , Bill Wellman Jr. 
Chinese Broadcaster Virei Amonsin 
Lt. Attridge Barry Maguire | 


Hollywood has come a jong wav 
to be able to make war fi!ms such 
as “Pork Chop Hill.” The prre- 
tense and the heroics have heen 
Stripped from this picture. What 
left is a grim, utterly realistic 
story that drives home both the 
irony of war and the courage men 
can summon to die in a cause 
which they don’t understand and 
for an objective which they know 
to be totally irrelevant. 


There little but wa 


is 


in this 


is 


film, which Sy Bartlett produced 
with a view to simplicity end 
Lewis Milestone directed with a 
flair for the decumentary. Yarn 


essentially doesn't deviate from its 
simple story line: King Comvany, 
commanded by Gregory Peck as 
Lt. Joe Clemons, is ordercd to 
take Pork Chop Hill from the 
Chinese Reds and to hold it 
against attack. Though his unit 
suffers frightful casualties, it ac- 
complishes its objective. and in 
the end is erdered down the moun- 
tain. 

The time, of course, is the Ko- 
rean war, and the irony of the 
situation is that (1.) armistice neg- 
Otiations at Panmunjon are virtu- 
ally concluded, and (2.) Pork Chop 
has absolutely no tactical imnor- 
tance. It must be taken simpiy 
because its loss mears a loss of 
face on the part of the Americans 
in the eyes of the Ccmmunist 
negotiators. The U.S. command 
knows this, and so do the G.I.s, and 
yet the pitehed hatile is ordered 
and the pain and the k'lling go 
on, defying logic and reason. 

There is virtually no relief in 
this film. The humor is kept w:th- 
in reason and fits in. The dialog 
lines avoid speechmaking. The 


language that comes through the! 


loudest is the chatter of machine- 
guns and the ncise of shells and 
handgrenades bursting. This is 
probably one of the most honest 


war films to be made, and it 
doesn't shrink from showing 
the American mistakes, such as 


the turning on of the lights during 
the initial attack, making the U:S. 
soldiers a perfect target. 

Peck’s performance as the com- 
pany commander is completely be- 
lievable. He comes through as a 
born leader, and yet it is quite 
clear that he has his mcmonts of 
doubt and of uncertainty. This is 
no customary Hollywood hero and 
the picture gains imme-surably 
from the human factor wiih which 
Peck imbues the role of Lt. Cle- 
mons (who, incidentally, exists in 
real life). 

Milestone and Webb have tried 
to »‘reak the unending image of 
dir., noise and death with some 
human touches. One secs Wocdy 
Strode, a Negro, trying to desert 
under fire, and he eventually tries 
to ikill Peck. It’s amazing that 
Webb should have chosen a Negro 
to be featured in this incident. It 
could have been a white man, and 
the effect would have been the 
same. The producers of the pic- 
ture surely are aware that the ten- 
dency to generalize where a Negro 
is involved is far greater, 
more harmful. * 

The aecent on the combat is 
such in this film that, besides Peck, 
the other men barely emerge as 
people. They look real, they sound 
real, but there’s no chance to get 
to know them, though the picture 
makes it very clear that they all 
know that their objective is sec- 
ondary at best. Harry Gvardino, 
Rip Torn, George Peppard, Ceorze 
Shibata, James Edwards, Bob 
Steele and Strode all biend per- 


/ tle short of masterful. 


mont | 


lof 


and | 
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fectly into the picture, giving valu- 
able support. 

Sam Leavitt’s photography is lit- 
The scenes 
come alive through his camera un- 
til one can virtually 
and smell the acrid smoke. As 
his camera pans over the battle- 


field, strewn with dead, one is 
reminded of another great war 
film directed by Milestone, “All 
Quiet on the Western Front.” 
“Pork Chop Hill” is an impor- 
tant reminder of the futility of 


war. It doesn’t offer much action 
beyond the fighting itself, and the 
dying, and after a while the 
scenes seem to take on a certain 
sameness and the mind dulls to 
the impact of the bravery of the 
men who give their lives. As war 
pictures go, this one makes most 
of the rest look pale. It should 
get its. just rewards at the box of- 
fice. “Pork Chop Hill” is unique 
in its class. Hift. 





Horrors of 
Biaeck Museum , 
(BRITISH—C’SCOPE—COLOR) 





Unpleasant and ridiculcus hor- 
ror pic; likely will satisfy the 
more indulgent and lower 
tastes, 





London, April 28 

Anglo Amalgamated (Jack Greenwood 
production and release. Stars Michael 
Gough, June Cunningham. Directed by 
Arthur Crabtree. Screenplay, Aben Kan- 
del, Herman Cohen; editor, Geoffrey 
Muller; camera, Desmond Dickinson; 
music, Gerard Scnurmann. At Studio One, 
London. Running time, 80 MINS. 


Edmond Bancroft Michael Gough 


Joan saaneny June Cunningham 
Rick Graham Curnow 
Angela Shirley Ann Field 
Superintendent peers Geoffrey Keen 
Dr. Batlan Gerald Andersen 
Inspector Lodge John Warwick 
Aggie 5 Beatrice Varley 
Commissioner Wayne Austin Trevor 
Peggy Malou Pantera 
Tom Rivers Howard Greene 
Gail Dorinda Stevens 


Funfair Barker Stuart Saunders 

Sheer horror for horror’s sake is 
usually the refuge of the unimagi- 
native and rarely clicks. “Horrors 
of the Black Museum” is a case in 
point. The producers have relied 
on sensationalism without subtlety 
characterization, situation or 
dialog. As a result, this rather dis- 
tasteful item is likely to gather 
more misplaced laughs than shud- 


ders among discriminating audi- 
ences. 

Yarn is hinged on a skein of 
hideous London murders. It is 


quickly obvious to everybody ex- 
cept Scotland Yard that they are 
the work of a deranged, crippled 
crime journalist and author, who 
runs a horror museum in the cellar 
of his house, based on the Black 
Museum of Scotland Yard. Once it 
is established who is responsib’e, 
there remains only the doubtful 
suspense of wondering who his vic- 
tims will be (and these are readily 
telegraphed), the method of their 
dispaich and how soon a meander- 


ing Seotland Yard will catch up 
with the murderers, 
The story and screenplay by 


Aben Kandel and Herman Cohen 
is as full of holes as a fishing net. 
The reason for the author’s actions 
is never satisfactorily explained, 
any more than how he comes to 
have a young man as his assistant 
who shares in his crimes with a 
blind obedience. Among the tasty 
murders that the writer dreams up 
are a woman’s jugular vein severed 
by ice-tongs, a girl guillotined in 
her bed, an electrocuted doctor 
being disposed of in an acid bath, 
a girl stabbed while with her mur- 
derer in a fairground “Tunnel of 
Love” and the juicy opening when 
a victim receives a pair of binocu- 
lars in an anonymous parcel. She 
clamps them to her eyes where- 
upon a couple of spikes penetrate 
her eyes and brain. Accompanied 
by artificial blood and curdling 
screams, these are all supposed to 
thrill, but don’t. 

There is little to commend in 
“Black Museum” except Desmond 
Dickinson's lensing, Michael Gough, 
as the murderer, sardonically 
ploughs through the screenplay 
while Geoffrey Keen makes as 
much of the cop as the role will 
allow. June Cunningham, Shirley 
Ann Fie!d and Dorinda Stevens are 
three of the femme victims who 
meet their fate with appropriate 
hysteria. Arthur Crabtree’s direc- 
tion is plodding and even the cli- 
max falls lamentably flat. 





‘Porgy & Bess’ in N. Y. 

Special group sales office has | 
been opened at the Warner Thea- | 
tre, N.Y., to handle requests for | 
group tickets and theatre benefits | 
for Samuel Go!dwyn’s “Porgy and | 
Bess.” Columbia is distributing | 
the film. | 

Myron P. Weinberg heads the | 
office. 
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The Nun’s Story 


(COLOR) 
Unusual theme and _ story. 
Audrey Hepburn in_ habit. 


Needs selling, but worth the 
effort. 


Hollywood, 





May 1. 

















Warner Bros. release of a Fred Zinne- 
mann production, Stars Audrey Hepburn 
costars Peter Finch E dith Evans, Peggy 
Asheroft Dean’ Jagger Producer by 
Henry Blanke d Fred Zinne- 
mann Screen} { Anderson; 
based on the book by Kathryn C. Hulme 
camera rechnicolo Franz Planer 
music, Franz Waxman; editor,’ Walter 
Th ympson Previ c he studio, April 
21, ‘59. Running time. 149 MINS. 

Sister Luke \udrey Hepburn 
Dr. Fortuati Peter Finch 
Mother Emmanuel Dame Edith Evans 
ge Mathi ld € Dame Peggy Ashcroft 
Dr VanDeriia Dean Jagger 
Sister Mars rita Mildred Dunnock | 
Mother Christophe trice Straight 
Sister Williams Patricia Collinge 
Sister Eleanor Rosalie Crutchley 
Mother Marcella Ruth White 


Barbara O'Neil 
Margaret Phillips 


Mother Kathrine 
Sister Pauline 


Simone Patricia Besworth 
Archangel Colleen Dewhurst 
Chaplain Stephen Murray 
Dr. Goovarts Lionel Jeffries 
Father Vermeuhlen Niall MacGinnis 


The theme of “The Nun's Story” 
is the most tenuous of human con- 
flicts to translate into dramatic 
terms. It the story of a God- 
dedicated soul's striving to find its 
vocation. It is obviously a very 
different kind of production than 
motion pictures generally attempt. 
Warner Bros. has its work cut out 
in presenting this film, with its 
esoteric theme and this austere 
title, and persuading the public it 
is entertainment. 


1s 


Despite some minor objections, | 
Fred Zinne- 


it is entertainment. 
mann’s production is a soaring and 
luminous film. In it, Audrey Hep- 
burn has her most demanding film 
role, and she gives her finest per- 
formance. Despite the seriousness 
of the underlying theme, “The 
Nun's Story” has the elements of 
absorbing drama, pathos, humor, 
and a gallery of memorable scenes 
and characters. 

It is a long picture, and despite 
the necessity for careful prepara- 
tion in the early scenes of the kind 
of life it is concerned with, some 
of the later scenes are drawn be- 
yond their length. The ending, 
when it comes. seems abrupt and 
incomplete. Dramatically it is 
sound, and has been properly laid 
in. Esthetically ét is too sharp a 
transition, perhaps because the 
struggle which proceeds it has 
been drawn to such lengths. 

The struggle is that of a young 
Belgian woman, payed by Audrey 
Hepburn, to be a successful mem- 
ber of an order of cloistered nuns. 

he Order ‘not specified) is as dif- 
ferent from the ordinary “regular 
guy” motion picture conception of 
nuns as the Army is from the Boy 
Scouts. Its aim is total merging of 
self. One of the greatest faults its 
members can fall into is to “sin- 
gularize’’ themselves. This, the lay 
world would characterize as ‘‘ex- 
pressing” oneself. So it is. as the 
Mother Superior (splendidly played 
by Edith Evans) says, a life against 
ature. 

It is a super-human life that Miss 
Hepburn is expected to create, on 
earth, among humans. Although 
the story is confined chiefly to 
three convents. in Belgium and the 
Congo, the struggle is fierce. Miss 
Hepburn, attempting to be some- 
thing she is burned fine in 
the process. In the end, when 
World War II strikes, and her 
father is killed by the Germans, 
she knows‘ she is not a true nun, 
at least of this Order. She cannot 
feel Christ-like love, she cannot 
turn the oiher cheek to the Nazis. 
With her superior’s consent, she 
leaves the convent. 

Although the narrative reduces 
to fairly simple synopsis, it is a 
subtle and labyrinthine affair, ard 
Robert Anderson’s screenplay is 
exceptional in expressing the cere- 
bral and spiritual conflict in vocal 
and pictorial terms. There is not a 
false note in it 

One of the consistent gratifica- 
tions is the cast. In addition to Miss 
Evans, who might have been a 
Renaissance prelate, there is Peggy 
Ashcroft, another convent superior, 
but less the dignitary, more the 
anchorite. Mildred Dunnock is a 
gentle, maiden aunt of a nun; 
Patricia Collinge, a gossipy cousin. 
Beatrice Straight is the lovely, 
rather glamorous nun almost every 
convent has; Margaret Phillips, a 


Is not, 


| dessicated spinster. 


Peter Finch and Dean Jagger 
are the only males in the cast of 
any stature. Finch, as an intelli-! 
gent, attractive agnostic, conveys 
a romantic attachment for Miss ' 
Hepburn, but in terms that can 
give no offense. Dagger, as Miss 
Hepburn’s perturbed by loving 
father, contributes a valuable facet 
on the story. 

Despite the seeming austerity of 
the story, Zinnemann has achieved 


|a_ pictorial sweep and majesty. 


| muted 


| grounds, 


| Emlyn Williams, 





Technicolor pho- 
tography has a Gothie grace and 
splendor, the timelessness 
nuns’ garb, their back- 
their lives, creating a rich 
and medieval pomp and pageantry 


»laner’s 


Franz 


of the 





Alexander ‘Trauner’s art direc- 
tion is responsible for a good deal 
of this atmosphere, and so is Mar- 
jorie Best with her costumes. 
Franz Waxman's score is a great 
one, giving proper place to cathe- 
dral organs and Congo drums. Wal- 
ter nai s editing, and Oliver 


are both fine. 
is notable Powe. 


s sound, 


S. Garret 
Color balance 


on 


Beyond This Place 
(BRITISH) 
Entertaining drama of a young 


man’s fight to ciear his father’s 
name, with nice performances 








by Van Jolinson and feature 
players; sound b.o. prospect. 
London, April 28 
Renow n release of a George Minter- 
Georgetield Prod on. Stars Van John- 
son, Vera Miles vn Williams, Bernard 
Lee. Directed b lack Cardiff. Screen 
play, Kenneth Tayl« from novel by A 
Cronin; editor Ernest Walter camera, 
Wilkie Coo; usic Douglas Gamley 
At Gaumont narket, London. Run- 
ning time, 90 rn INS. 
Paul Matnr Van Johnson 
Lena Andersen Vera Miles 
Enoch Oswald Emlyn Williams 
Patrick Mathry Bernard Lee 
Louise Burt Jean Kent 
Chief Inspector Dale Moultrie Kelsall 
McEvoy Leo McKern 
Sir pemaney w Sprott Ralph Truman 
Prison Governo! Geoffrey Keen 
Swann Jameson Clark 
Ella Mathry Rosalie Crutchley 
Prusty Oliver Johnston 
Lady Catherine Sprott Joyvee Heron 
Dunn Antheny Newlands 
Paul Mathry ‘Aced 6) Vincent Winter 
Alderman Sharpe lenry Oscar 
Magistrate John Glyn-Jones 
Mrs. Hanley Hope Jackman 
Det.-Sgt Trevor Michael Collins 
Roach Danny Green 
A. J. Cro novel, “Beyond 
This Place,”’ has been turned into 
a workmanlike, holding drama, 
though the tender, human love 
theme has been somewhat swamped 
by the stronger plot of a young 
man’s efforts to prove his father 
innocent of murder. Soundly di- 


Jack Cardiff. and with a 
list of British feature 
port of the two Yank 


rected by 
competent 
players in sup 


stars, this is a useful booking for 
many popular houses. 
A girl is strangled during a 


Liverpoo! air-raid and Irish docker 
Bernard Lee is found guilty of the 
crime. But because of flimsy evi- 
dence and a petition organized by 
a wealthy, religious ship tycoon, 
Lee escapes the noose and is flung 
into the cooler for life. Some 20 
years later, his son (Van Johnson) 
returns from America, where he 
was evacuated with his mother, to 
learn that his dad did not die a 
hero's death, as he believed, but is 
languishing in jail, branded a mur- 
derer. 

Playing a sentimental hunch 
rather than on any real evidence 
Johnson is convinced that his 
father is no killer and sets out to 
prove it. He comes up against the 
local police and frustrated by 
wire-pulling from local big skots 
who, for various reasons, don't 
want the case reopened. Neverthe- 
less, with the help of a local news- 
paperman, Van Johnson succeeds 
in clearing his father’s good name 

This straightforward plot is 
given a fair amount of bite by Car- 
diff’s direction. Though the ending 
rather falls apart unconvineingly, 
Kenneth Taylor's screenplay moves 
doggedly and interestingly towards 
the payoff. Wilkie Cooper's lens- 
ing helps to capture the Liverpool 
atmosphere. 


Is 


Although the roles could have 
been effectively played di British 
performers, Van Johnson is a 


tenacious end likeable sen while 
Vera Miles is adequate in a color- 
less role as a timid librarian. The 
relationship between these two is 
not developed too clearly and is 
relegated to a slight, routine love 
story. 

Lee’s two performances are in 
striking contrast. At the beginning 
he is the amiable, reckless young 
Irishman. At the end, he is the 
sullen, embittered ex-convict. Both 
performances are first-class. Jean 
Kent, as a night club floozy, and 
suavely assured as 
the shipping magnate, both con- 
tribute key performances. One of 
the most significant roles is that 
of the newspaperman, played by 
Anthony Néwlands. It is good to 
see, almost for the first time in 
recent memory, a newspaper office 
that looks like one an@ 14 porters 
who behave like newspapermen. 
Among a ‘ong list of supporting 


roles Oliver Johnston, Jameson 
Clark, Moultrie .Kelsall, Leo Me- 
| Kern’ and Ralph Truman do par-| 
ticularly useful jobs. 

“Beyond This Place” (a seem-| 
ingly meaningless title) has cer-_| 
tainly lost a great deal in condensa- 


tion to the screen. Yet even some | 
slow patehes and the rather con- | 
trived ending does not detract from 


the pic’s merit as ae 


Rich. 


The Five Pennies 
(SONGS—COLOR—V’VISION) 
Kaye’s best comedy in years 
though script peters out. Lotsa 
good promotion going for it. 
Good b.o. 





——- 
iywood, 





Hol May 

Paramount release of Dena Production. 
Stars Danny Kave; costars Barbara Bel 
Geddes, Louis Armstrong, Harry Guar- 
dine, Bob Crosb Bobby Troup. Pro- 
duced by Jack Rose. Directed by Melville 
Shavelson. Screenplay, Rose and Shavel- 
son; story by Robert Smith: suggested 
by the life of Loring “Red” Nichols; 
camera (Technicolor), Daniel I Papp; 
music, Leith Stevens; songs, Sylvia Fine; 
editor, Frank P. Keller. Previewed at the 
Westwood Villa Theatre, April 27, *59, 
Running time, 117 MIN 
Loring “Red” Nichols Danny Kave 
Bobbie Meredith Barbara Bel Geddes 
Louis Arn on Louis Armstrong 
Wil Parodisce Bob Crosby 
Tony Valoni Harry Guardion 


Dorothy Nichols (¢ Susan Gordon 


3 Vears) 


Dorothy Nichols (13 years Tuesday Weld 
Jimmy Dorsey R Anthony 
Artie Schutt Bobby Troup 
Dave Touch Shelley Manne 
Glenn Miller Ray Daley 
Tommye Eden Valerie Allen 

“The Five Pennies” is a senti- 
mental comedy with music, a bio- 


graphical story based pretty firmly 
on the career of “Red” Nichols. 
Plot devices put in the film get a 
little creaky. and the later portions 
are some what lachrymose, but 
overall it is diverting entertain- 
ment. It is probably going to be 
Danny Kaye's most successful pic- 
ture in years. 

The weaknesses of the Para- 
mount release would not be so 
obvious if the film were a careless, 
“And Then I Wrote (‘or Played) 

” musical. The screenplay, by 
Jack Rose and Melville Shavelson, 
is astringent and humorous, often 
close to wit. Rose, who also pro- 
duced, and Shavelson, who di- 
rected, have their own high stand- 
ards to blame if the closing se- 
quences seem mawkish 

Kaye plays “Red” Nichols in the 
Paramount release. Whether it’s 
Kaye or Nichols he's actually por- 
traying is a moot point, but a point 
likely to trouble only music his- 
torians. Whoever it is. it’s a likable, 
interesting personality. His story 
follows a familiar route. Musician 
wants to play a new kind of music. 
Musical bigshots won't let him play 
it. Musician organizes his own 
group. New music is socko. It’s all 
true, but the problem in these true 
stories is to make them interesting. 

The production gets sparkle and 
vitality with comedy routines for 
Kave that are funny in their own 


right. He has able sidemen, too, in 
both the film and musical sense. 
There is Louis Armstrong (playing 
himself), Rav Anthony (Jimmy 
Dorsey), Bobby Troup (‘Artie 
Schutt), Shelley Manne Dave 
Touch). Ray Daley (Glenn Miller), 


and Bob Crosby as a prototype of 
the 20’s pop bandleader, complete 
with the megaphone, the schmaltz 
voice and the limp beat. Shavelson 
and Rose know how to bring com- 


edy naturally out of situation, and 
it plays 
It's true, too, that Nichols aban- 


doned his career and that the re 


nunciation was motivated by his 
daughter's polio. But story line 
here isn't used for character 
change or development, only plot 
change and develooment. It is awk- 
ward and uncomfortable. 

On the more or less straight 


dramatic side, Barbara Bel Geddes 
is fresh and appealing as Kaye's 
wife. It is a part that would or- 
dinarily have been cast with the 
conventional ingenue, and Miss Bel 
Geddes’ cuiet authority gives’ the 
role dignitv and importance. Young 
Susan Gordon is a _ standout as 
Kave’s danghter in her early vears, 
and Tuesdev Weld is attractive as 
the same girl in her teens. 

“The Five Pennies” has unusual 
technical credits for a musical, 
although “technical” is scarcely 
correct for some of the artistic 
contributions. Svivia Fine, who 
served as associate to the pro- 
ducer, has written four new songs 
for Kave, from a tender “Lullaby 
In Reectime,” to a nattering “Fol- 
low The Leader.” The latter gives 


the classical comnosers another 
going over, reminiscert of the 
famed Kave number in “Lady in 


The Dark.” Leith Stevens has put 
these numbers in perspective with 
his film score, as well »s including 
came of the standards from the 


20's. and. hv a muted trumpet or 
broken chord, done a dramatic 
scorina, 

Daniel 1. Pann's photography is 
elean avd brilliant. matehine the 
musie a-d the mood. Hoyniges- 
Huene. the nhotorranher. served 


as color e%ordinater on the Tech- 
r‘eolor film, and the color is not- 


able. Powe. 
Sold to American— 
Hollywood. May 5. 

American In‘ernational Pictures 


purehased “The Jailbreakers,” in- 
die production by Theodore Tick- 


}ten starring Robert Hutton and 


Mary Mastle, for distribution. 
Film goes into release Sept. 23. 
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Joshua Logan, previously skedded to direct “Parrish” and “Fanny” 
for Warner Bros., will do “Tall Story,” picturization of the current 
Broadway play, first .. . Burl Ives in title role of “Leeteg, the Legend,” 
to be made as an indie by Leroy Prinz and Edward Scofield under their 
Morea Productions banner in Tahiti Jate this year . . . Columbia Pic- 
tures will team trio of contractees, Michael Callan, Evy Norlund and 
Rian Garrick, in “High Trap,” produced as a circus yarn by Sam Katz- 
man’s Clover Productions . . . Carlo Campogalliani will direct “Colos- 
sus and the Golden Horde’—previously tagged “The Barbarian’— 
American International co-production in Italy. 

Aileen Paul, tv cooking expert and wife of Freddie Bartholmew, 
former child screenstar, will conduct a cooking school sponsored by 
the Times-Union in the Stanley-Warner Strand, Albany, this week-end. 

“The Ballet of Romeo and Juliet,” originally booked at the Baronet 
Theatre, N.Y., for a week to coincide with the Bolshoi Ballet's engage- 
ment at the Metopera, looks set to hold for a month on the basis of 
the near capacity $7,200 racked up for the initial stanza. Wholesale 
drug manufacturer Herbert R. Steinman, head of Tohan Pictures, made 
the original “sponsorship” deal with Sol Hurok some seasons back and 
worked out a distribution arrangement with Brandon Films... Sam- 
uel Goldwyn Jr., arrived in Gotham over the weekend for a series of 
meetings with Metro execs on his upcoming “The Adventures of Huck- 
leberry Finn.” . Metro sales chief Jack Byrne has set “Ask Any 
Girl” for pre-release engagements in Dallas and Houston. Pic has also 
been set as the Radio City Music Hall’s next booking. 

Speaking of figures: “Around the World in 80 Days” has collected 
$19,000,000 in film rental from 2,600 dates so far... “Horse’s Mouth,” 
the Alec Guinness picture, has collected $500,000 from only 137 dates, 
including the very successful run at the Paris Theatre, N.Y... . Na- 
tional Television Associates and Joe Levin of Embassy Pictures have 
been talking . . . Raoul Levy tied up the ends of his Columbia deal 
and flew back to Paris and Nice where his picture, “Regatte de San 
Francisco,” is shooting . . . Some Wall Streeters surprised that the 
20th-Fox stock didn't rise more in the wake of the Webb & Knapp deal 

. Lacy W. Kastner, prez of Columbia International, suffered a heart 
attack on his return from a world tour. He’s in the hospital, but im- 
proving 

Harold Salemson, now unit. publicity manager on Sam Spiegel’s 
“Suddenly, Last Summer,” just marked his 30th year in the pic biz... 
Harold Hecht in from Europe and out to the Coast ... Charles Teéitel 
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named Chicago and Milwaukee exchange territory rep for Times 
Film Corp 

Publicist Saul Richman’s “topper” stunt for the German-made 
film, “Jonas,” just opened at the 55th St. Playhouse—a Lee hat to 


the critics because a chapeau plays an important roie in the film's 
plot motivation. 


Beverly Hills restauranteur Mike Romanoff will be biopicked by 
20th-Fox in “The Romanoff Story,” which Luther Davis will script 
from Alva Johnson's New Yorker series . .. Jerry Wald bought four 


short stories and one novelet by five foreign writers to combine for 
a 20th-Fox feature tentatively tabbed “Love Around the World”. . 
Allied Artists registered “Bluebeard’s 10 Honeymoons” with MPAA 

“Sacred and Profane” is new title for Metro's “Never So Few,” 
Frank Sinatra- Gina Lotlobrigida dualer . . Columbia Pictures op- 
tioned “The Great Manasha,” novel currently being written by Tom 
Chamales, and registered “Forget I Ever Lived” with MPAA as 
possible tag for film version. 

Ralph Foster and Julian Roffman’s Meridian Films of Torento has 
pulled a switch by using a Canadian director (Roffman, also produc- 
ing) but importing an assistant director, Mickey Phillips, from Holly- 
wood. Leads in their first feature, “This Bloody Brood,” currently 
shooting in Toronto, are N.Y. thesps Barbara Lord and Jack Betts. 
Roffman has Hollywood experience, and Foster was once film com- 
missioner of Australia. Both are ex-National Film Board of Canada 
Vvonne Taylor of Toronto is associate producer. 


Arthur L. Mayer, researching Variety on his forthcoming book 
on United Artists (tentatively titled “The Lunatics Took Over The 
Asylum”), in collaboration with Saturday Review critic Arthur Knight 
(Macmillan publication), has a major complaint against this paper: | 
he says he finds himself “so fascinated with the personality show 
business that is mirrored in VARIETY, as against the trade stuff, that 


I'm constantly losing ground.” Mayer's last book, “The Movies,” is 
still selling; has gone 22,000 copies at $15 each; it’s a kingsize pictures- 
and-text book in collaboration with the N.Y. Museum of Modern 
Art’s Richard Griffith, curator of the motion picture division. 

Nate Cummings, Loew's Inc. board member, in between his prime 
pursuit as board chairman of Consolidated Foods Corp., has just heen 
appointed a member of the executive committee of the Atlantic Con- 
gress of NATO Parliamentarians’ Conference which opens in London 
June 5. Since this is the 10th anni of NATO, Queen Elizabeth will 
officiate at the opening. 

Tongue-twister: Press release from the German film producers’ assn 


uses the word “Allgemeinverbindlichkeitserklaerung.” Try pronounce 
it: Incidentally, it means “A statement covering the responsibilities 
of everyone concerned.” 


AB-PT’s Edward Hyman and Bernard Levy in huddles this week 
with Martin J. Mullin, head of the New England Theatres subsidiary 
in Boston 

Honeycomb Enterprises Inc., a California corporation, filed a state- 
ment and designation that its New York State office for a business in 
investing in motion pictures, eic., is at 120 Broadway, New York City 
(No telephone listing). 

Charles Schlaifer, head of the ad agency bearing his own name, 
elected an honorary fellow of the American Psychiatric Assn. at its 
annual meeting in Philly last week . . . Oscar Doob off to the Metro 
studio for “Ben-Hur” conferences . . . Metro telephone operators, in- 
cidentally, are answering the company’s number with the following 
greeting: ‘““Loew’s-MGM. ‘Ben-Hur’ is coming.”. . . Capucine, leading 


French model who will make her film debut in William Goetz’s “A 
Magic Flame,” stopped over in Gotham en route from Hollywood to 
Paris 


Deedee Wood, Michael Kidd’s assistant on Broadway's ‘“Destry Rides 
Again,’ signed by Norman Panama and Melvin Frank to stage the 
dances and musical number for the film version of “Li'l Abner.”. . . 
Andrew Prine, who replaced Anthony Perkins in “Look Homeward, 
Angel,” signed for Eldorado Productions’ “Kiss Her Goodbye.”. 
Diahann Carroll, one of players in Samuel Goldwyn’s “Porgy and 
Bess,” and Oliver Smith, who designed the sets, unveiled a George 
Gershwin memorabilia exhibit at the Brooklyn College library this 
week . .. Columbia pub-ad execs Jonas Rosenfield Jr. (from New York) 
and John Flinn (from the Coast) went to Ishpeming, Mich., to confer 
with Otto Preminger and David Golding, the producer's executive 
aide, on promotion plans for “Anatomy of a Murder.”. . . Chinese-born 
actress Lisu Lu signed by William Goetz fer “The Mountain Roade,” 
based on Theodore H. White’s novel. James Stewart is set to star. Film 
rolls on location in Arizona on June 8. 








‘HARO-TO-FIGURE 
PRO MOTWVES 


Minneapolis, May 5. 
Film theatre operators in this 





state (whose northerly geography 
increases the “long-day” problem 
of fast time) have decided that DST 
hurts them and is of no crucial im- 


portance to the advocates thereof. | 
As to whether this claim is true, or | 


partly true, there is nothing but 
question. 
As near as can be ascertained 
here, the local newspapers are more | 
motivated by their ownership of | 
radie and television stations than 
by any injury inflicted upon the 
papers, per se, by standard time. 
As film men interpret the facts, 
such as known to them, bookkeep- | 
ing and scheduling inconveniences 
of broadcasters—the affiliate and 
stations coordination with New 
York and Hollywood time is domi- 
nant. Is this mere “nuisance,” or 
actual out-of-pocket loss to the 
broadcasters? Theatre men think 





it’s just “the arrogance of power” 
demanding to have it own way and 
regulate the community to suit the 
publisher - broadcaster constella- 


tion and the devil take the hind- 
most, meaning the _ theatrical 
screen, 


Daylight savings time fight—won 
by exhibs and farmers for the state 
of Minnesota but lost so far in the 
three big cities of St. Paul, Duluth 
and here—is aggravated by a spe- 
cial aggressiveness in this trading 
area whereby vaulties (old films) 
are advertised by telecasters with 
a canny sense of what will most 
hurt the boxoffice. 

Theatreowners have been charg- 
ing that the most important com- 
munication media hereabouts pre- 
sent only the pro-DST views ade- 
quately and in favorable light, and 
editorially whip up public senti- 
ment-support so that it would in- 
fluence the legislature and have 
been slanting news stories and air- 
lane presentations unfairly to cre- 
ate DST backing. 

Assert “Good Will’ 

This is denied by Joyce Swan, 
the two.Minneapolis daily news- 
papers vice president-general man- 
ager, and the heads of the network 
tv and radio stations, all of which 
have incurred exhibitors’ wrath. 
While admitting they personally 
favor DST, F. Van Konynenburg 
and Larry Haeg, WCCO-TV and 
WCCO radio general managers, re- 
spectively, and Stanley Hubbard, 


(Continued on page 16) | 


Battle Raging 


Over Fast Time 


By ROBERT REES 


Minneapolis, May 5. 

With the Minnesota Supreme 
Court scheduled this week to hear 
state attorney general Miles Lord's 
motion to void the Court's order 
banning daylight saving time in 
three metropolitan counties, which 
include Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
the DST battle continues to boil. 

Downright hatred is being 
stirred up between the pro-DST 
side and the antifasttimers and 
war is likely to leave scars. 

The writ order was issued by 
State Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Roger Dell after it had been acted 
upon by the entire panel of six 
justices upon application of the 
United Paramount circuit and 
theatrical trade unions. 

The chain and unions contended 
that the previous law under which 
the three metropolitan counties 
was acting had been invalidated by 
a subsequent two-year statewide 
DST law now expiring. They also 
alleged that they'd suffer “irrep- 
arable” damage from DST (one 
performance only in drive-ins) and 
that it would threaten the con- 
tinued existence of the approxi- 
mately 100 theatres in the area 
and, consequently, the union mem- 
bers’ employment. 

Despite the i: 
state attorney s< 

(Continued on p: 





‘anee of the writ, | 
sneral Lord ad- 
ige 18) 


‘the Ship.” 
| Wallis’ 


‘Carthay as 


Congress May Temporarily Clip 
Tollvision’s Private Enterprise 


But Can't Stop It—0. A. Unger 





SCREEN 3 FROM PAR 
AS ‘BOXOFFICE FEST’ 


Paramount v.p. George Weltner 
disclosed plans this week for a 
“Summer Boxoffice Festival,” i‘e., 
a special series of triple film show- 
ings in 30 cities for theatre opera- 
tors, film buyers, representatives 
of the press and radio-tv. Exec will 
launch the program in five cities 
beginning with Boston on May 35. 

Production trio to be unveiled 
at the Festival showcasing com- 
prises Hal Wallis’ “Don’t Give Up 
starring Jerry Lewis; 
“Last Train from Gun 
Hill,” Kirk Douglas and Anthony 
Quinn, and Shavelson-Rose’s “The 
Five Pennies,” with Danny Kaye. 

In addition to Boston, Weltner 
will host the screenings in Phila- 
delphia, Atlanta, Dallas and Chica- 
go. Also participating in the Fes- 
tival are v.p.’s Jerry Pickman, 
Hugh Owen and Sidney Deneau, 
along with division and branch 
managers 

Exec’s itinerary has been set up 
to coincide with a 15-city tour Kaye 
is making in behalf of “Pennies.” 


Tollvision Tests 
Victory for Foes? 


Although some exhibitor quar- 
ters consider the test of toll-tv 
authorized by the Federal Commu- 
nication Commission and the House 
Interstate Commerce Committee as 
a defeat for theatres, the exhibi- 
tors’ Joint Committee on Toll-TV, 
with co-chairman Philip F. Harling 
as spokesman, continues to main- 
tain that the opponents of fee-tv 
are “off the defensive and on the 
offensive.” 

In a memorandum to key exhibi- 
tor leaders urging them to have 
their state legislatures introduce 
bills to combat cable tv, Harling 
declared 

“In the seven years that our toll- 
tv committee has been functioning, 
we have been on the defensive, al- 
ways attempting to check the ac- 
tivities and advances of the pay-tv 
advocates. The current action in, 
Washington of the House Interstate 
Committee has finally taken us off 
the defensive.’ 

Harling urged exhibitor leaders 
to follow the example of California 
He sent exhibitors copies of bills 
introduced in the California legis- 
lature last month. Tnese bills make 
it a misdemeanor to charge for any 
television program which could be 
seen free in any part of the state, 
and making it illegal to institute a 
toll-ty system without first obtain- 
img a certificate of public con- 
venience and necessity. 

The California bills, Harling 
said, were sent to key exhibitor 
leaders “in the hope that in your 
state, with your close ties to your 
state legislature, you might have 
similar bills introduced.” 

Harling added that if similar 
bills can be enacted in other states, 
“the Joint Committee’s campaign 
to eliminate toll-tv could be mate- 
rially strengthened.” 








Cedars Benefit Via ‘Porgy’ 


Los Angeles, May 5. 
Samuel Goldwyn's “Porgy and 
Bess” 
a benefit for Cedars of 
Lebanon Hospital. It's expected 
that $100,000 will be raised, paral- 
leling amount raised for hospital 
four years ago by benefit preem of 
producer's “Guys and Dolls.” 
Mike Todd's “Around the World 
in 80 Days,” currently playing, 


| will wind May 31 after a 127-week 


stand. This marks the first time in 
film history that a pic showing in 
L. A. has outlived every other en- 


| gagement. 


Coast preems July 15 at the | 


Chicago, May 5. 

The crisis in television will come 
as the broadcasters need to create 
more and more on-the-air pro- 
gramming out of their own re- 
sources. And the answer to that 
crisis will be some form of pay 
television. 
| That’s what Oliver Unger, 
president of National Telefilm 
Associates, told the Broadcast Ad- 
vertising Club at a luncheon here 
last week. His view carries more 
than ordinary interest in the light 
of the fact that NTA is now owned 
by National Theatres and Unger is 
on the NT board. 

“The American public will have 
to decide for itself whether it is 
prepared te pay for the kind of 
entertainment it wants and which 
the advertising budget simply can- 
not afford,” he declared. “Whether 
this pay tv will come over the air 
lanes or whether it will come over 
a wire system is not important. The 
fact is certain—it will come 

“Whether congressmen will try 
to create artificial problems that 
will impede its arrival or whether 
various pressure groups spe aking 
for the theatre exhibitors of Amer- 
ica who fear the coming of toll tv 
aS much as some people in the 
broadcasting industry fear it, won't 
make the least bit of difference. 
What we in broadcasting must do 
is study the problem. We must live 
with it and make it t work for us.” 


Cinerama Bows In 
Syosset, L. I, Site 


Stanley Warner, which has 
hitherto limited Cinerama engage- 
ments to key cities, has made ar- 
rangements for the unveiling of 
the three-strip médium at the Sy- 
osset Theatre, Syosset, LI.. on 
June 17 

The suburban theatre. p: 
the Skouras Theatres chair will 
undergo extensive alterations in 
order to install mobile Cinerama 
equipment. The house will! con- 
tinue to be operated by the Skour- 
as chain 

The deal is expected to be the 
forerunner to similar ones in small- 
er locales. Five Cinerama pictures 
will be available for showing. start- 
ing with the initial “This {s Cine- 
rama” and followine with “Cine- 
rama Holiday,” “Seve; Wonders of 
the World,” “Search for Paradise” 
and “Cinerama South Seas Adven- 
ture.” 


ALLIED MISUNDERSTOOD 
NATIONAL SCREEN HIKE 


Allied States Assn., in effect, has 
withdrawn a resolution criticizing 
National Screen Service for an al- 


| 


A. 


rt of 


leged general price increase of 
15% Board chairman Abram F. 
Myers, noting that the misunder- 


standing may have been caused by 
NSS’ use of synonymous terms to 
describe different things, forward- 
ed to Allied members a copy of a 
letter from NSS prexy Herman 
Robbins explaining the accessory 


| company’s position. 


Robbins stressed that the report 
that Screen “had put into effect an 
over-all increase of 15% on its 
products is most definitely errone- 
ous.” He contended that the com- 
pany’s action relates only to “a 
very small part of our p-oduct.” He 
added that the price increase ap- 
nlied only to what is known in the 
trade as “standard accessory” 
items, and turther concerned only 
those items which were served on 
what the company calls “a lease 
basis” and does not apply to those 

| serviced on a rental basis. 
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L.A. Lags: ‘Sun’ Fairish at $14.70 
Count’ 106, Some Hot Big 176, 4th 
Dog’ Fast 126 in 7th, ‘Life’ 196 


Los Angeles, May 5. + 


First-runs here are mostly mild | 
this week, with even ogg 
strong product sagging some. Few 
newcomers plus bright, clear) 
weather seemingly is hitting biz 
generally all over town Virtually 
only excepti ons are “Some Like It. 
Hot,” “Shaggy Dog,” “Imitation of | 
Life” and “Compulsion” plus hard- 
ticket pix. 

“Hot” shapes hefty $17,000 in 
fourth Chinese session. “Life” is 
rated cGkay $18.000 in three first- | 
runs on initial multiple release and 
going much higher on some outly- | 
ing houses. “Dog” is stout $12,000 


playing two spots in seventh 
round. “Compulsion” is rated 
strong in second Four Star stanza. 


“Thunder in Sun” shapes fairish 
$14,700 in two houses opening 
week. “Count Your’ Blessings” 
looms fair $10,000 at Hollywood | 
Paramount, also an opener. 

Estimates for This Week 

Hollywood Paramount (F&M) 
(1,468; $1.40-$2.40)\—"Count Your | 
Biessings” (M-G). Fair $10,000. 
Last week, “Imitation of Life” (U) | 
6th wk.-5 days), $6,300. 

Orpheum, Hol ywocd (Metro- 
politan-FWC) (2,213; 756; 90-$1.50) | 
—“Thunder in Sun” (Par) and 
“Northwest Mounted Police” (Par) | 
(reissue) (Orpheum), “Bandit of 
Zhobe” (Col) (m.o.) ‘Hollywood). 
Fairish $14,700. Last week, 
Orpheum with Hawaii, “Naked 
Maja” (UA), “10 Days to Tulara’ 
(UA) (2d wk), $4,200. Hollywood 
with Hillstreet, “Bandit of Zhobe” 
(Col), “Gunmen from Laredo” 
(Col), $8,000. 

State, Hawaii (UATC-G&S) (2,- 
404; 1,106; 90-$1.50) — “Mating 
Game" (M-G) (1st multiple re-, 
lease) and “Crooked Circle” (In- 
die). Fair $10,000. Last week, 
State, “Monster of Piedras Blan-| 
eas” (Indie), “Okefenokee” (Indie), | 
$4 400. | 

Pantages, Hil'lstreet, Wiltern 
(RKO-SW) (2,815; 2.752; 2,344; 90- | 
$1.50)\—“Imitation of Life” (U) (1st 
multiple release) and “Step Down 
to Terror” ‘U). Okay $18 0900. Last | 
week, Pantages with Los Angeles, | 
Uptown, “Warlock” (20th), “Rx 
Murder’ (20th) $19,700. Wiltern | 
with New Fox, “Auntie Mame” 


(Continued on page 16) 


Hub Off; “Wariock’ Fast 
$24,000, ‘Diary’ Hep 156; 
‘Hot’ 246, ‘Life’ 106, 6 


Boston, May 5. 
Offish biz looms this week with | 
holdovers dominating. “Warlock” | 
leads the new entries with a big | 
gross at Memorial. “Diary of Anne 
Frank” turned in a nice first week. 
“Gigi” is holding hot at Beacon 
Hill in 18th. “South Seas Adven- | 
ture” is fine at the Boston in 
fourth week. “Some Like It Hot” | 
continues smash in sixth round at 
Orpheum. 
imitation of Life” is holding | 
good at State in sixth stanza. 
“Shaggy Dog” shapes hotsy 
third at Met. “Al Capone” 
at Paramount in third. “Compul- 
sion” is nice at Gary in fourth | 
week. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Astor (B&Q) (1,371; $1,.25-$1.50) 
—‘Sound And Fury” (20th) (Sth | 
wk). Oke $5,000. Last week: $6,000. 
Beecon Hill (Sack) (678; Sl-) 
$1.50\—"Gigi” (M-G) (18th. wk). 
Fancy $11,000. Last week, $14,000. 





in | 
is hefty | 


Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1.354, 
$1.25-$2.65)—“‘South Seas Adven- | 
ture” (Cinerama) (4th wk). Hotsy 


$26.000. Last week, $28,000. 

Capri ‘Sack) (1,150; 90-$1.50)— | 
“He Who Must Die” (Indie) (3d 
: Perky $6,000. Last week, 
7.000. 


Exeter (Indie) (1,376; 75-$1.25)— 
“Law Is Law” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Second week ended Saturday (2), 
oke £5,000. 

Fenway (Indie) (1.376; 75-$1.25) 
—Shameless Sex” (Indie) and | 
“Girl With It” (Indie). Fair $3,000. | 
Last week. “Star Is Born” (WB) 


(reissue), $2,200. 

Gary (Sack) (1.240; 90-$1.50)— | 
“Compulsion” (20th) (4th wk). | 
Fine $9,000. Last week, $13,000. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; $1.25- 
$1.50)—“Lonelyhearts” (UA) (2d 


wk). Slick $8,000. Last week, | 


$10 000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3.000; 60-| 
$1.10)\—“‘Warlock” (20th) and | 
“Great St. Lovis Bank Robberv” 
(UA). Big $24,000. Last week. “Rio 
Bravo” (WB) (4th wk), $10.000. 


(Continued on page 16) 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $2,378,006 
(Based on 22 cities and 232 

theatres, chie‘iy first runs, im- 

cluding ie 





Last Year $2,539,700 
(Based on 25 cities and 268 
theatres.) 








Room’ Giant 166, 


D.C.; ‘Capone’ 176 


Washington, May 5 

Spring makes for a mainstem 
upturn here every year. as tourists 
swell the take and keen holdovers 
firm. But the big Washington 
cinema managers are in general 
agreement that this season is one 
of their finest in recent years 

They attribute it to one thing— 
strong: product. 

Solid initialers are making biz 
even brighter this round. “Al Ca- 


pone” shapes sock at Palace while 
“Room at Top” looms wow at the 
Ontario. “Some Like It Hot” is 
still boff in its seventh week at 
Capitol. “ImiNation of Life” re- 
mains dandy in fifth week at 
| Keith's 
Estimates for This Weck 

Ambassador-Metropolitan SW 
(1,490; 1,000; 90-$1.25)—“Lonely- 
hearts” (UA). Mild $8,000 Last 
week, “Alias Jesse James” (UA 
(2d wk), $9,000. 

Capitol ‘Loew) (3.426; 90-$1.49 
—“Some Like It Hot’ (UA) (7th 
wk). Smash $18,000. Last week, 
| $17,000 ‘dark one day for opera 
' Holds again. 

Columbia ‘Loew) (904; 99-$1.25 
—"Shaggy Dog” ‘BV) ‘6th wk 
| Oke $7,500 after $9.000 in fifth 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.850; 90-$1.49 
—‘Imitation of Life” (U) (5th wk) 


Fine $8,000. Last week, $109.000. 
MacArthur (K-B) (900; $1.10)— 

“He Who Must Die” ‘Kass) (2d 

wk). Nice $4,500. Last week, $6,500 


Ontario ‘(K-B) (1,240; $0-$1.49 
—‘Room at Top” ‘Cont). Wow 
£16,000 or near. Last week, “Sound 
and Fury” (20th) (6th wk), $3,000 


Palace ‘Loew) (2,390; 90-$1.25)— 


“Al Capone” ‘AA). Boff $17,000 
| Last week, “Green Mansions’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Plaza (‘T-L) (276; 90-$1.49)— 
“Home on Watrefront” ‘Union 
(2d — Nifty $4,000. Last week, 
$4.5 

el (Ind) (600: 90-$1.25)— 
“Naughty Girl” (Indie) (2d wk 


Oke $3,700 after $4,500 opener 
Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$1.49 


|—‘‘Sleeping Beauty” (BV) (11th 

wk). Okay $7,500. Last week, 
$5,000. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,308; 

$1 .20-$2.75 —“‘South Seas Adven- 


ture” 
$17,000. Last week, _ $18. 000 


| 


(Cinerama) (20th wk). Smash 


‘Fury’ Bangup. $15,000, 
St. Loo; ‘Sun’ Oke 13G 


St. Louis, May 5 

Best new bets at local cinemas 
this week are “Thunder in Sun” 
at the Fox and “Sound and Fury” 
at the St. Louis. Only “Fury” 
shapes solid. Big in the holdover 
department are “Some Like It 
Hot” in sixth frame at Loew's and 
“Shaggy Dog” in seventh stanza at 
Orpheum. The Shady Oak is play- 
ing a fourth big week with “Gigi.” 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo Art (Grace) (700; 90- 
$1.25)\—"Cry From Streets” (In- 
die). Okay $2,500. Last week, “My 
Uncle” (Cont) (3d wk), $2,600. 

Fox (Arthur) (5,000; 60-90) — 
“Thunder in Sun” (Par) and 
“Tokyo After Dark” (Indie). Pass- | 


able $13.000. Last week, “Stranger 
in Arms” (U) and “No Name on 
Bullet” ‘U), $12.000. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,600: 60-90) — 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) ‘(6th wk), 
Hot $9,000. Last week, $10,000. 

Orpheum ‘Loew? (1,900: 60-90)— 
“Shaggy Dog” (BV) and 
From Loredo” (Col) (7th wk), 
$7.000. Last week, same 

Pageant (Arthur) (1,000; 60-90) 
—‘Don't Go Near the Water” (M- 
G) and “Tender Trap” (M-G) (re- 
issues Nice $3,000. Last week, 
“Giant” (WB) (reissue), same. 

St. Louis (Arthur) (3,800; 60-90 
—‘“Sound and Fury” (20th). Nice 
$15,000. Last week, “Imitation of 
Life” (‘U) (3d wk), $12,000. 

Shady Oak (Arthur) (760; 
—“Gigi” (M-G) (4th wk), 
$4,000 Last week, $4,200. 


Big 


60-90) 
Sturdy 


‘Compulsion’ Fancy 736 
In K.C.; ‘Mating’ Ditto, 
‘Life’ Lively 116 in 2 


Kansas City, May 5. 

Theatre row has a couple of 
strong new entries, “Compulsion” 
solo at Uptown, and “Mating 
Game” dualed at Midland. “House 
on Haunt ted ill” is strong in 
Dickinson 5-theatre combo. “Imita- 
tion of Life’ continues nifty at the 
Roxy in third round as does “South 
Pacific’ at Capri. Latter is in sixth 


session. “Imitation” is modest in 
second at Granada. Warm weather 
for season of vear plus a rainy 


weekend hurt trade. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brookside (Fox Midwest) 
75-$1.50\—"‘Sleeping Beauty” 
6th wk). Nifty $6,000; holds. 
week. $6,590 

Capri (Durwood) (628; $1.50- 
$2.50 South Pacific’ ‘Magna 
6th wk). Oke $8.000; stays on. Last 
week, $8,500 

Granada 
75-8 -““Imita 
wk). Modest 
$4.000 

Kimo ‘Dickinson) (504: 
—‘‘My Uncle” (Cont 
Good * $1,500. Holds. 
same. 

Midland (Loe 
“Mating Game 
of Scotiand Yard” 
$7.500; may hold 
“Alias Jesse James” 

Two-He (Col) 
$5.500 

Missouri ‘SW 


(750; 
BV 
Last 


Fox M idwest) ai; 
tion of Life” U (2d 
$2.500. Last week, 


90-$1.25) 
5th wk) 
Last week, 


3.500; 75-$1)— 
Col) and “Gideon 
Col). Passable 

Last week. 
JA) and 
2d wk), 


w) 


ded Spy” 


-Cinerama) (1.194; 
25-$2)—"“South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (19th wk). Fancy 
$10,000. Last week. same 
Paramourt (UP) (1.900; 75-$1)— 
“Giant” (WB) and “Mr. Roberts” 
WB) (reissues). Light $5.000. Last 
week, “10 Commandments” (Par 
rey ssue al 
Rockhill 
90-$1.15 
Indie) 
“Mr 


$1 


ne 
Little Art Theatres 
—‘He Who Must 
Light $1.000. Last 
Hulot’s Holiday” (In- 
die) and “Wee Geordie” (Indie) 
reissues), $1,200. 

Roxy (Durwood) (879; $1.25- 
$1.50)—“Imitation of Life” (U) (3d 


Contin ued on page 16) 


Derby Big L’ville Draw Albeit ‘Life’ 
Wham $10,000; ‘Mansions’ Fair 86 


Louisville, May 5 
The 85th Kentucky Derby (2) 
|}and it’s preceding days of Derby 
Festival activities will have the 
spotlight currently. And cinemas 
had to take a back seat for a while 


| The Derby visitors seek their extra 


curricular entertainmem in other 
places than film houses. However, 
| everything considered, most first- 
runs are making no complaints. 
“Imitation of Life” as upped 


scale at the Kentucky will top the | 


town with a sock session. “Green 
| Mansion” at the United Artists is | 


| $3,500. Last week, “Sleeping Beau- 


ty’ (BV) (6th wk). $4,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 75- 
$1.25) — “Imitation of Life” (U). 


City leader, great $10,000 or near. 
Last week, “Wild and Innocent” 
(U), $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
60-90) — “Operation Dames” (AI) | 
and “Tank Commandos” (AI). Mild | 
$4,000. Last week, “At War With} 
Army” (WB) (reissue), good $5,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 60- 
90)\—“‘Shaggy Dog” (BV) (4th wk). 
Fair $5,000, to wind up successful 


garnering a fair gross. Elsewhere,| run here. Last week. $9,000. 


trade is mainly fair to mild. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brewn (Fourth Avenue) (1,200: 
60-90)—““Young Land” (Col) 
“Hey Boy Hey Girl” (Col). 


|—‘‘Green Mansions” 


and | Last week 
Thin | where To Go” 


United Artists (UA) (3,000; 60-$1) | 
(M-G). Derby | 
blamed for fair $8,000. 
“Gigi” (M-G) and “No- 
(M-G), same, 


activities 


“Gunman | 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

| This Week $542,500 

(Based on 21 theatres) 
Last Year $567,100 


(Based on 25 theatres) 


Dog Rousing 286, 














Philly; ‘Life’ 156, 3 


Philadelphia, 
Weekend biz was on 
side, the cinema-going 


May 5. 


public ap- 





| 


‘at the 


| nice 


Devil’ Hotsy $12,000, Det.; ‘Capone’ 
Great 256: Lie’ Boffo $24,000, 2d 


Detroit, May 5. 

Downtown biz is very brisk this 
week. “Al Capone” looks great at 
the Palms. “Compulsion” shapes 
at Fox. “World, Flesh and 
Devil,” also new, is big at the 
, Adams. 

Meanwhile, “Some Like It Het” 
| is doing so well in the sixth week 
Michigan that booking of 
“Shaggy Dog” has to wait. “Imita- 
tion of Life’ is wham in second 
round at Madison. “Sleeping Beau- 
ty” still looks good in ninth ses- 
sion at the United Artists. “South 
Seas Adventure” stays sensational 
in 3lst week at Music Hall. 


Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5.000; $1.25- 


| $1.49)—"‘Compulsion” (20th). Nice 
$21.000. Last week, “Warlock” 
(20th) and “No Place to Land” 


the dull | 


| (Rep,) $14,000. 


parently not being adjusted to day- | 


light savings time and attending 
the late shows when they 
patronize the film houses. “Shaggy 
Dog” is way out in front among 
the newcomers. “Warlock” is on 
disappointing side in view of top- 
drawer notices but nevertheless 
doing respectable trade at the Fox. 


“Imitation of Life” still is 
smash in third round at the Ar- 
cadia while “Some Like it Hot” is 
rated torrid in seventh Stanley 
stanza. “Sleeping Beauly” looms 
fancy in seventh at the Goldman 


Estimates for This Week 


| Arcadia (S&S) (536; 99-$1.80)— 

“Imitation of Life’ (U) (3d_ wk). 
Rousing $15,000. Last week, 
$18,000. 

Boyd ‘(SW-Cinerama) (1.430; 
$1.10-$2.60)—“South Seas Adven- 
ture Cinerama) ‘llth wk). Hep 
$14,000. Last week, $14,500. 

Fox National) : 250; $1.10- 
$1.80\—*Warlock” 20th Nice 
$15.000. Last week. “Sound and 
Fury 20th 4th wk), $10,000 

Goldman ‘Goldman 1.200; 99- 
$1.80)—"Sleeping Beauty” BV) 
7th wk). Fancy $12,500. Last week 
$12.000 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,250: 99- 
$1.80\—"“Separate Tables” UA) 
llth wk). Dipped to okay $5,000 
Last week, $7.000 

Randolph (Goldman) (2.590; 94- 
$1.80\—"‘Shaggy Dog” ‘BV Loud 
$28.000. Last week, “Naked Maja” 
UA) (2d wk), $7,500 

Stanley ‘SW) (2.900; 99-$1.80)— 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) (7th wk) 
Torrid $15,000. Last week, $18.000. 

Stanten (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.40!— 
“House on Haunted Hill” (AA) (2d 
wk Okay $8,000. Last © week, 
$13,000 

Trans-Lux ‘T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) 
—“Green Mansions M-G) (2d 
wk). Trim $7,500. Last week, near 
$9.000 

Viking (Sle) 1,100; 90-$1.80)— 
“Compulsion’ (20th) 2d wk). 
Strong $10,000. Last week. $13.000. 

World (Pathe) (604; 94-$1.80)— 
“Bolshoi Ballet” ‘Indie) ‘reissue) 
2d wk). Modest $3,000. Last week, 


$3,500. 


‘Count’ OK at $8,000, 
Cincy; ‘Het’ Tall 936, 


did | 


sion” 


| the 
| still a b.o 
| “Shaggy 
| fourth 


| ‘Life’ Rousing $9,000. 


Cincinnati, May 5. 

Sturdy holdovers have Cincy 
first-runs bunched this week on 
grosses. “Count Your Blessings,” 
the only newcomer, is shaping 
okay at the Palace. “Some Like It | 
Hot” looms lusty fourth frame at 
Albee. “Imitation of Life” and 
“Shaggy Dog” are in solid third | 
—} weeks. “South Seas Adventure” 


itol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.50)— 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA 
Lusty $9,500. Last week, $11,500. 


Capitol (SW-Cinerama) (1,376; 
| 1.20-$2.65)—“South Seas Adven- 
| ture” (Cinerama) (27th wk). Close 


shapes sturdy in 27th week at Cap- | Prec or 


(4th wk). | 


| 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4 000; 
$1.25-$1. 49)—' ‘Some Like Jt Hot 


(UA) and “No Name on Bullet” 
(UA) (6th wk). Terrific $18,0C9. 
Last week, $19,050 

Palms (UD) (2,961; $1.25-$1.49) 


(AA 
AA), 

“Tempest” 
(Ind) 


and “King of 

Great $25,- 
(Par) 
(2d wk), 


—“Al Capone” 
Wild Stallions” 
000. Last week 
and “Hot Angel” 
$17,000 

Madison (UD) (1.900; $1.25-$1.49) 
—‘“Imitation of Life’ (U) (2d wk), 
Wham $24,000. Last week, $26,050. 

Broadway-Capitol] (UD) (3.500; 
90-$1.25\—“Operation Dames” (Al) 
and “Tank Commandos” (Al). Slow 
$8,000. Last week, “Hey Boy! Hey 
Girl” (Col) and “Forbidden Island” 
(Col), $8,200. 

United Artists (UA) (1.667; $1.25- 
$1.75) “Sleeping Beauty” (BV) 
9th wk). Strong $8,000. Last week, 
$8,200 

Adems 
$1.25 “World 
M-G) 3ig $12,000 
“Green Mansions” 
$6,500. 

Music Hall (‘SW-Cinerama! (1,- 
208; $1.55-$2.65'—“South Seas Ad- 


1.700; $1- 
Flesh, Devil” 
Last week, 
M-G) (2d wk), 


Balaban 


venture” Cinerama 3ist wk). 
Sensational $18,000. Last week, 
same 

Trans-Lux Krim Trans-Lux) 
(1,000; $1.49-$1.65)—“Heroes and 
Sinners” (Indie). Oke $5,000. Last 
week “Gigi” M-G) (3d wk), 
$5,000 





‘Compulsion’ Mild 636, 
Mpls.; ‘Life’ Virile 736, 
‘Some Hot’ 836, ‘Dog’ 56 


Minneapolis, May 5. 


Fresh entries again are limited 
here comprising only “Compul- 
sion,” “‘Green Mansions” and some 


dualers. This plus the fact that the 
season's first warm weather and 
local daylight saving time have 
arrived at same time and will 
slough biz currently. ‘“Compul- 
looks mild at Academy. 
Long list of holdovers includes 
hard-ticket “Windjammer.” 
champ in 24th week; 
Dog,” cha lking up a big 
stanza, and “Imitation of 
Life” and “Some Like It Hot” both 
great in second rounds 
Estimates for This Week 


Academy (Mann) (947; 85-$1.25) 
— “Compulsion” (20th). Mild 
$6,500 or near. Last week, “Sound 


and Fury” (20th) 
at $1.65 top. 

Century (S-W) $1.75-$2.65)— 
“Windjammer” (NT) (24th wk), 
Smash $13,000. Last week, $14,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)— 
“Shaggy Dog” (BV) (4th wk). Has 
better for this house 
than any previous pic within re- 
cent memory. Great $5,000. Last 
week, $7,500. 

Lyrie (Par) (1,000; $1-$1.25)— 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) (2d wk), 


2d wk), $4,000 


| Socko $8,500. Last week, $11,000. 


RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 90- 
$1.25)—“Imitation of Life” (U) (2d 


to last week's sturdy $17,500. | wk). Virile at $7,500. Last week, 
Grand (RKO) (1,400; 90-$1.25)-— | $11,000. 

“Imitation of Life” (U) (3d wk).| RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 75-90)— 

Swell $9,000 after $11,000 in sec-| “No Name On Bullet” (U) and 

ond stanza. |‘“Onee Upon a Horse” (U) split 

| Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 90-$1.25)' with “Wild Heritage” (U) and “Man 

|—“Shaggy Dog” (BV) (3d _ wk).; in Vault” (UA). Light $3,500. Last 


Fine $9,000. Last week, $13,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.10)— 
i“Count Your Blessings” (M-G). 
| Okay $8,000. Last week, “Naked 
Maja” (UA), $7,000. 

Valley (Wiethe) (1 200; 90-$1.50) 
—‘Sleeping Beauty” (BV) (6th 
wk). Perking in final frame to all 
— $7,000 over last week's $5,- 
House goes subsequent-run 
| until May 21 when “Diary of Anne 
| Frank” (20th) resumes hard-ticket 
policy. 


| 
| week, 





“Alias Jesse J>mes” (UA) 
(2d wk), $4,500 at $0-$1. 
State (Par) (2,200; 85-$1)—Cur- 
rently on legit. Last week, “War- 
lock” (20th), oke $7,000 in eight 
days. 
Suburban World (Mann) (800; 
$1.25)—“‘Tosca” (Indie) (2d wk), 


Good $1,500. Last week, $3.000. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.25)— 
“Green Mansions” 
$4,500. Last 
(3d wk), 


(M-G). Good 
week, “Gigi” (M-G) 


$5,000. 
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VARIETY PICTURE GROSSES 9 





Chi Robust; ‘Count’ 


Smooth $21,000, 


‘Compulsion’ Oke 186, ‘Room Tall 196, 
‘Life’ Lusty 226 ‘Hot’ Happy 176, 1 


Chicago, May 5. 
Longruns are continuing to give 
the Mainstem cinemas a generally 
robust tone, but the current round 
looks to be hurt some by the balmy 
wes ather. Lone newcomer is Orien- 


tal’s “Count Your Blessings,” 
good at $21,000 

“Compulsion” is hep in third 
Woods frame. “Rio Bravo” looks 


just oke in final (4th) stanza at the 
Chicago. 

“Room at the Top” is smash at 
Esquire in second round. Same 
session is shaping fine for Mon- 
roe’s “Ride Lonesome” and “Good 
Day for Hanging.” 

Seventh frame for “Some Like 
It Hot” at the United Artists Is 
happy. “Imitation of Life” is rated 
socko again in seventh Roosevelt 
frame. Garrick’s “Shaggy Dog,” 
also in seventh, is figured dandy. 
*“Horse’s Mouth” rates a_ busy 
ninth session at the World. “Gigi” 
is robust in 10th Loop frame. 

Of the h 
of “Diary of Anne Frank” at the 
McVickers was nice but short of 
hopes while “South Seas Adven- 
ture” notched a sturdy 32d round 
at Palace 

Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.80) | Jesse James” is rated mild at State 
—“Rio Bravo” (WB) (4th wk).| —— heavy plugging in Bob 
Good $19,000. Last week, $22,500.| Hope’s hometown. “Warlock” 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,350;| looms light at the Hipp, also in 
$1.50\—“‘Room at Top” (Cont) (2d | opening round. 
wk). Great $19,000. Last week, $23,-| “Some Like It Hot” shapes fine 
500. | on moveover to the Ohio, for sixth 

Garrick (B&K) (850: 90-$1.25)—| downtown week. “World. Flesh 
“Shaggy Dog” (BV) (7th wk). | and Devil,” also a moveover, is 
Boffo $18.000. Last week, $17,000, | OMly average at the Stillman 

Loop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.80)— | Estimates for This Week 
“Gigi” (M-G) (10th wk). Boff $17,-| Allen (SW) (3.800; 85-$1.50) — 
000. Last week, $19,000. | “Shaggy Dog” (BV). Terrific $29.- 

McVickers (JL&S) (1,580: $1.25- , 900. Last week, “Sound and Fury” 
$3\—'‘Diary of Anne Frank” (20th). (20th), $9,500. 

First week was bright $22,000. Continental Art ‘Art Theatre 

Monroe (Jovan) (1,000; 65-90)—| Guild) (950; $1.25\—“Crucible” 

Good Day For Hanging” (Col) and | (Indie). Poor $1,100. Last week 
“Ride Lonesome” (Col) (2d wk).| “Doctor's Dilemma” (M-G 2d 
Fine $4,000. Last week, $5,500. wk), $1,400. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400: 90-$1 50) | Heights Art (Art Theatre Guild 
— Count Tens Blessings” (M-G). | (925; $1.25\—“He Who Must Die” 
Good at $21,000. Last week, “Sound (Indie) (2d wk). Passable $2,100 
and Fury” (20th) (2d wk), $18,000. | Last week, $1,900. 

Pala SW-Cinerama) (1.434: Hippodrome ‘Telem't) (3.700; 85- 
$1.25- -$3.40 —South Seas Adven-| $1.50\—“Warlock” (20th Light 
ture Cinerama) (32d wk), Steady $9,000. Last week, “Imitation of 
$23,000. Last week. $22,000 | Life” (U) (6th wk), $10,000 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400; 90-$1.80)| _ Lower Mall (Community) (500; 
—‘Imitation of Life” (U) (7th wk). | 70-90)—“Devil Strikes at Night” 
Solid $22,000. Last week. $26,000. | (Indie). Weak $1,200. Last week, 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; | 90-| “Gervaise” (Indie) and “Maid in 
$1.80\—"Sleeping Beauty” BV) | Paris” (Indie) (reissues), $1,900 


(12th wk’. Nice $15,000. Last oun 
$17,000. “Alias Jesse James” (UA 
starts Thursday (7). 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as .#e- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i.e., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The’ parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 











ard-ticket pix, first week | 


|ish trend is 


Dos’ Boff $29,000, 
Cleve.; ‘James 96. 


Cleveland, May 

First really warm a 
weather is cutting into film biz at 
many first-runs here this stanza 
Outstanding exception to the off- 
“Shaggy Dog,” 
at the Allen and one of the best 
grosses ever at the house “Alias 


Ohio (Loew) (1,244; 85-$1.50 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) 
Fine $7.500 for sixth 


downtown 


Todd’s C inestage (Todd) (1,036; ion after $8,000 last week. 


90-$1.80) — “10 Commandments” 
(Par) (reissue) (4th wk). Soft $4,- 
800. Last week, $5,500 


United Artists (‘B&K) (1, 700; 90- 
$1.80\—““Some Like It Hot” (UA) 


(7th wk). Hep $17,000. Last week, 
$21,000 
Woods Essaness) (1.200; 90- 
$1.80\—““Compulsion” (20th) (3d 
wk Fancy $18,000. Last week, 
$22,000 \ 
World (Teite!) (606; 90-$1.50)— 


“Horse's Mouth” (Lopert) (9th wk). 
Sock $5,700. Last week, $6,200. 


‘Life’ Smash 146, 
Prov.; Hot’ 96, 5th 


Providence, May 5. 

RKO Albee with 
Life” is standout this week. “Sher- 
iff of Fractured Jaw” looks fine at 
Majestic. The fifth round is still 
nice for State’s “Some 
Hot.” Strand shapes 
“Alias Jesse James.” 


Estimates for This Week 





fairish with 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 70-$1) — 
“Imitation of Life’ (U) and 
“Money, Women, Guns” (WU). 


Smash $14,000 or near. Last week, 
“Shaggy Dog” (BV) and “Missouri 
Traveler” (BV) (2d wk), $15,000. 

Majestic (SW) (2,200: 65-80) — 
“Sheriff of Fractured Jaw” (20th) 
and “Mark of Zorro” (20th). Fine 
$9,000. Last week. “Rio Bravo” 
(WB) (2d wk), steady $7.000. 

State (Loew) (3.200: 90-$1.25)— 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) (5th wk). 
Hot $9,000. Last week, $11,000. 

Strand (National Realty) (2,200; 
65-80)—“Alias Jesse James” (UA) 
and “Tokyo After Dark” (Par). 
Fairish $6,000. Last week. “Bandit, 
of Zhobe” (Col) and “Juke Box 
Rhythm” (Col), $5,000. 





“Imitation of | 


Like It| 





Palace (SW-Cinerma 1,523; 
/ $1 Se Soak Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (22d wk). Oke 


$8,800. Last week, $11,700. 
State (Loew) (2,700; 85-$1.25 


“Alias Jesse James” (UA Mild 
$9,000. Last week, “World, Flesh 
Devil” (M-G), $14,000. 

Stillman (Loew) (2,700; 70-90)— 
“World, Flesh, Devil” (M-G) (m.o.) 
Average $6,000. Last week, “10 
Commandments” (Par 





, $7,000. 


‘Dog’ Bright $12,000 In 
Indpls.; ‘Life’ Loud 86 


Indianapolis, May 5 
Biz has tapered off same _ this 
week at first run situations, fine 
spring weather and weekend 
sporting events, including Patter- 


| son-London championship fight at 


Coliseum and opening of Speed- 
way activity being factors. “Shaggy 
Dog” 
the Indiana in second weex. 
lock” is only fair at Circle 
tion of Life” 
at Keith's. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 
75-$1) —“Warlock” (20th) and 


“War- 
“Tmita- 
looms fancy in third 


“Island of Lost Women” (WB). 
Fair $7,000. Last week, “Thunder | 
in Sun” (Par), ditto. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200: 75-$1)— 


“Shaggy Dog” (BV) (2d wk). Very | 
good $12,000. Last week, $25,000. 

Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 90-$1.25)— 
“Imitation of Life’ (U) (3d wk). 
Fancy $8,000. Last week, $11,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,427; 75-$1)— 
“Mating Game” (M-G) and “High 
Flight” (WB). Slow $6,000. Last 
week, “Some Like It Hot” (UA) 


(4th wk), $6,500. 
Lyric (C-D) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Sleeping Beauty” (BV) (6th wk). 


Nice $7,000. Last week, $7,800. 





_ ah a Spring Takes Bounce Out of B way; 


226, Capone’ Smash 176 ‘Warlock’ Trim 396, ‘Mating’ Okay 
cracriat Stee" $94 000, Count’ Big 1426, ‘Life’ 616 


“Some Like It Hot” and ‘* 

| 

is | 

| round at the United Artists while 

“Capone” looms smash in second | 

at Golden Gate. “Count Your 

Blessings” looks okay in first week 

at Warfield as is “Naked Maja” in 

second at the St. Francis. “Young 

Land” is only modest at Para- 

mount but “Gigi” still is lufty in 
43d session at Stagedoor. 

Estimates for This Week 


(26th-final wk The 
completed Sunday (3) 
$6,200 after $7,300 in 
“Heroes and 
| opens May 11 


Arrival of spring weather over 
the past weekend plus a surplus of 
longruns is putting the brakes on 
the Broadway business upsurge in 
the current session. Some fresh 
product which is not doing too| Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
badly is helping to counteract the |lers) (6,200; 90-$2.75) — “Count 
ccmpetition from outdoor weather | Your Blessings” (M-G) with stage- 
and Daylight Savings Time. |} show (2d wk Current week end- 


25th round 
was good 
24th week. 
Sinners’ (Janus) 





smasn | 


(m.0.). | 


remains boxoffice leader at | 





Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; $1.25) “Warlock,” one of new entrants,|ing today (Wed.) looks like big 
—‘“Al Capone’ (AA) and “Speed | looks to climb to a very good $39,- | $142,000 First was $155,000. 
Crazy” (AA) (2d wk). Smash $17,- | 000 opening stanza at the Para-| Continues on “Ask Any Girl” 
000 or a bit over. Last week,’ mount. “Mating Game” is heading |(M-G) is due in here next but no 
$26,000. for an okay $26,000 or close at the | date set so far. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651; $1.25-$1.50)— | Capitol while “Love Is My Profes-| Riveli (UAT) (1,545; 90-$1.25)— 
“Warlock” (20th) and “Lonely-| sion” did a socko $16,000 opening |“Compulsion” (20th) (6th wk). 
hearts” (UA) (2d wk). Mild $9,000 | frame at the Little Carnegie. |Fifth stanza ended yesterday 
x 6 days. Last week, $13,500. | Reissue of “Modern Times”)|(Tues.) was good $11,500 or close. 

Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) looms mighty at the Plaza after | Fourth was $15,500. 

—‘Count Your Blessings” (M-G).| hitting a new high opening day.| Plaza (525; $1.50-$2)— 
| Okay $13,000. Last week, “Mating | “Some Like It Hot” held with ’ (Lopert) (reissue). 


| Game” (M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 
Paramount (Par) (2.646; 90-$1.25) 
—“Young Land” (Col) and “Hey 
Boy, Hey Girl” (Col). Modest $10,- 
000. Last week, “Guys, Girls, 
| Gangsters” (UA) and “Riot Juve- 


nile Prison” (UA), $9.000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: $1 25- 
$1.50) — “Naked Maja” (UA) (2d 
wk). Okay $9,000. Last week, 
$11,000. 


Orpheum (SW - Cinerama) (1.- 
456; $1.75-$2.65)—"“South Seas Ad- 
venture” (Cinerama) (23d wk). 
Fancy $13,500. Last week, $15,000 

United Artists ‘No. Coast) (1- 
207: $1.25-$1.50\—"Some Like It 
Hot” (UA) (2d wk). Spectacular 
$22.000. Last week. $29,000 

Stagedoor ‘A-R) (440; $1.25-S3) 
—“Gigi” (M-G) (43d wk). Lofty 
$9.000. Last week. $10,500. 

Presidio (Hardy-Parsons) (774 
$1.25-$1.50)—““Mad Little Island” 
Indie) (reissue), oke $3.000. Last 
week. “Cry From Streets” (Indie 
and “Mystery Picasso” (Indie) (2d 
wk). $3,000 

Vogue (‘(S.F. Theatres) 
$1.25)—“Three Strange Loves” 
die). Good $2300 Last 
“Operation Madball” (Col) and 
“Goddess” (Col) (reissues). $1.500. 

Alexandria (United California) 
1.170: $1.50-$3.50'—"“South Par’- 
fic’ (20th) (44th wk). Good $9,000 
Last week, ditto 


Capone Record 
156 in Toronto; 
Hot’ $21,000, 3 


Toronto, May 5. 

Playing 10 houses day-date, “Al 
Capone” is heading for a house 
record and a huge total this round 
Other newcomers include a hefty 
“Too Many Crooks” and a disap- 
pointing “Alias Jesse James.” Still 
doing hep are such holdovers as 
“Some Like It Hot.” now in third 
frame; and “Imitation of Life,” in 
sixth stanza, with latter’ showing 
little change at b.o. Also big is 
“The Hanging Tree,” in second 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Rank) (2,318: 75-$1.25 
—"Alias Jesse James” (UA). Light 
$10,000. Last week. “Night Heaven 
Fell” (Col) (2d wk), $7,000. 

Century, Downtown, Glendale, 
Kingsway, Midtown, Ozkwood, Od- 
eon, Prince of Wales, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,338; 1,059; 995: 
697; 1,089; 1,395; 752: 1,200; 684: 
694; 60-$1)—"Al Capone” (AA). In 
10-house lineup, wham $75,000 for 
a new house record looms. Last 
week, in same setup. “Never Steal 
Anything Small” (U), $37,500 at 
80c top. 

Hollywood (FP) (1.080; $1-$1.25 
—Bell, Book. Candle” (Col) (4th 
wk). Hep $7.000. Last week, $9.000. 

Hyland (Rank) (1,057; $1)— 
“Next to No Time” (Rank) (2d wk). 
Fancy $5.000. Last week. $6.000 

Imperial (FP) (3.343; 75-$1.25)— 
“Hanging Tree” (WB) (2d. wk) 
Neat $11,500. Last week, $16.500 

International (Taylor) (557; 
$1.25)—“Gigi” (M-G) (40th wk). 
Very big $5,000. Last week. $5.500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2.098; 75-$1.25) 

—"Some Like it Hot” (UA) (3d 

wk). Terrific $21,000. Last week, 


6.500. 

Tivoli (FP) (995; $1.75-$2.40)— 
“South Pacific’ (Magna) (43d wk). 
Solid $9,000. Last week. ditto. 

Towne (Taylor) (695: 75-$1.25)— 
“Too Many Crooks” (Rank). Hefty 
$6,000. Last — _— Lupin” 
(M-G), light $3 

U ese) a (2,743: 75-$1.25) 
—‘Imitation of Life” (M-G) (6th 
wk). Holding at sock $9,000. Last 
week, $10,000. 


(364; 
(In- 


week. | 





smash $48,500 in fifth week at the | 
State, where it went into the sixth 


}round Sunday (3). 


“Count Your Blessings” 
stageshow is heading for a big} 
$142,000 in second week at the | 
Music: Hall, and, of course, stays 
on. “Imitation of Life” plus stage- 
show looks to hold with great $61,- 
000 in third round at the Roxy. 

“Al Capone” climbed ahead of 
the fifth week to land a smash $29,- 


700 in the sixth session at the 
Victoria. “Sleeping Beauty” still 
was very nice at $15,000 in llth 
stanza at the Criterion. “Room At 
Top” held in remarkable style at 
$18.200 in fifth Fine Arts week 
“Diary of Anne Frank” is sag- 
ging, with only a fair $16.500 in 
seventh round at the Palace. 
“Shaggy Dog” continues sprightly 
with $18,000 likely in current (7th) 


week day-dating at the Odeon and 
Trans-Lux 52d Street 

“Compulsion” wound up its fifth 
session at the Rivoli with a fairly 
good $11,500. “Gigi” held up great 
shave with $19,700 in 26th round 
at the arty Sutton 

“Separate Tables” is down to 
fair $17,800 in 20th round at the 
Astor and Normandie where day- 
dating. It is due to be replaced 
at the Astor by “Alias Jesse James” 
on May 14 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor ‘City Inv.) (1,094; 75-S2 
“Separate Tables” (UA) (20th wk) 
This week ending today ‘(Wed.) 
iooks like modest $11,000. The 
19th week. $13,000. “Alias Jesse 
James” (UA) opens May 14, with 
“Tables” staying a 21st week 

Litt!e Carnegie (‘(L. Carnegie) 
550; £1.25-S2\—"Love Is My Pro- 
fession" ‘Kings! (2d wk). Initial 
session ended Sunday (3) was 
great $16,000 

Baronet (Reade) 
— Romeo and 
wk). This hit 
week ended 
000 in first 
round 

Beckman R&B) (590; 
$1.75) ‘He Who Must Die” 
ler) (19th wk The 
finished Saturday (2) 
900 


(430; $1.25-$2) | 
Juliet” (Indie) (2d | 
a fine $7,200 in first | 
April 30 and did tee | 
three days of second | 


$1.20- 
(Kats- 
18th round 
was fine $5,- 
The 17th week. $6.400. Stays. 


Capitol (Loew) (4.820; $1-$2.50) 
—"Mating Game” (M-G) (2d wk) 
Initial round ended yesterday 
Tues.) was okay $26.000 or close 


Criterion (Moss) 
“Sleeping 
wk). The 


(1,671: 90-$2.40) 
Beauty” (BV) (12th 
lith stanza completed 
yesterday (Tves) was smooth 
$15.000. The 10th week. $19.000. 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.20) 
—Room At Top” (Cont) (6th wk) 
Fifth session comnleted Sunday 
(3) was wham $18,200. Fourth was 
$19 600 

Guild (Guild) (450; $1-81.75)— 
“Embezzled Heaven" (Indie) (2d 
wk). First week. fine $11,500 

Normand'e Trans-Lux) 
$1.80-$°.80' — “Separate 
(UA) (20th wk). Current stanza | 
ending todav (‘Wed.) is likely to 
reach okay $6,200. The 19th week 
$8 000 

Pa'ace (RKO) (1.642: 
“Diarv of Anne Frank” 
v k) 


(592 
Tables” 


$1.50-$3)— 
(20th) (8th | 
Seventh frame ended vester- 
day ‘Tues was fair $16500 for 
venal 10 shows. The sixth weck 
$18.500 for 12 performances, ard 
below estimate. Only a large num- | 
ber of theatre narties is enabling | 
“Diarv” to hold as well as it has 
recently hecause it is down sharply | 
from initial weeks 

Odeon (Moss) (813: 99-$1.80)— 
“Shaggy Dog” (BV) (7th wk).| 
Present stanza winding up today 
(Wed.) is heading for okav $11,000. 
Sixth week, $13.500. Holds. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3.665; $1-/ 
$2)\—“Warlock” (20th). First ses- | 
sion ending tomarrow 
hit very good $39,000. Opened | 
with special preem on Thursday | 


(30) night. Stays. 
Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- | 
$1.80\—“‘Horse’s Mouth" (Lopert)! 


Opened Saturday (2) with a mighty 
$15,000 in first four days 
record on Saturday, 
with has held remarkably since. 


(5.705; 90-$2.50)— 
“Imitation of Life’ (U 

Present round end- 
' (Thurs.) is heading 
|for a great $61,000. S 
$77,000. Stays a fourth. 


“Some Like It Hot” 
Fifth session completed Saturday 
(2) was smash $48,500. Fourth was 
First three days of cur- 
rent (6th) week looks like a great 
$14,300 or close. 


* (M-G) (27th wk). 
stanza finished ; 
was an amazing $19,700 
Stays on indef at this 


Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; $1- 
$1.50)\—“Shaggy ” r 
Gurrent week ending today 
|(Wed.) is headling for fast $7,000. 


Victoria (City Inv 
Sixth session completed last night 
(Tues.) pushed to a great $29,700. 


| The fifth week, $27 . 
(SW Cinerama) 


was okay $18,200 


Dog’ Brisk 106. 
Balto; ‘James’ 56 


Baltimore, May 5. 
About the only thing that looks 


" nice in third round at the 
opened only fair at Stanley. “ 


” shapes solid in first at 450- 
seat Playhouse. “W F 


slowly in first at the Town 
Estimates for This Week 


—‘“‘Some Like It 
Unnved to hot $6.200 after $6,- 


$1.50)—“8th Day of Week” 


(Schwaber) (460; § 
$1.50)\—"Law Is Law” 


(Kings) (3d wk), § 


$1.25)—““Warlock” 
Slow $5,000 after $8.000 for first. 
(300; 50-$1.25)— 
“Two-Headed Spy” 
Poor $1,000 after $1,300 in third. 

) (900; 50-$1.50) — 


Off to $4.000 af.er okay $4,500 in 
(1,600; 50-$1.50) 
’ (BV) (3d wk). Good 
$13,500 for second 
Playhouse (Schwaber) (460; 90- 


Stout $3,000 or near. 


300. 

Stanley (R-F) (2,800; ¢ 25)— 
(Thurs.) to | $5,000 for four days. 

Town (R-F) (1,125; 50-$1.25) — 
“Thunder in Sun” (Par). 


Your Blessings” (M-G) 
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CLEVELAND'S 
World Premiere 
Engagement! 





and 


SMASH BUSINESS 
in every pre-release 
engagement! 


““The most provocative 


picture of the year-or for 
that matter many a year. 


The film is fascinating, stimulating and controversial 

..@ continuing amazement of imagination and craft. 
It is a whale of a picture and one strictly without com- 
pare as a celluloid experience.99—Arthur Spaeth, Cleveland News 


“There is greatness in it. I 


urge you see ‘The World, 
the Flesh and the Devil.’ 


A fascinating and fantaStic picture. The playing is 
unbelievably great. Harry Belafonte soars into stellar 
skies with one of the truly great screen portrayals. It is 
tremendous. Scripting, editing, directing are perfect.77 

—W. Ward Marsh, Cleveland Plain Dealer 


““Regardless of what's com- 


ing up, this is one of the 
most exciting pictures of 
the year. Fascinating ... something really 


extraordinary... one of the pictures a reporter should 
not talk about, other than to recommend that you not 
miss it. 99 —Stan Anderson, Cleveland Press 





A SOL C. SIEGEL PRODUCTION Starring 


HARRY BELAFONTE: INGER STEVENS-MEL FERRER 
Ri FLESH 3 DEVIL 


y RANALD MacDOUGALL - 


ory 
, RANALD imacDOURALL - Produ | GEORGE ENGLUND 








*VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 


11 





SEVILLA CRAWLS WITH CREWS 





German Film Biz Off 6% in 1958 
But Higher Scales Helped Grosses 


Frankfurt, April 28. 

An amazing set of statistics on films for 1958 in West Germany has 
just been released through SPIO, the central organization of the film 
industry. Film business throughout Germany dropped 6° during the 
past year. But because boxoffice prices were increased, the take was | 
off only greg more than that it was in 1957. Also, film taxes dropped 
from 15.1% in 1957 to 14.1% in 1958. 

Worried ‘film industry people point out, though, that if the dropoff 
in business continues, it will be impossible to keep raising the cinema 
scale, and that the film industry is due for a serious dip in profits. 

Here's the way the figures show it: 

Films 
German—new 


1957 Income 
$42,950,000 


1958 Income 


(approx.) $43,200,000 








German—reissue .............. 400,000 100,000 
DUI — onc ices ccdegnadsbtueens eee 6,425,000 8,825,000 
a. cs schbeewtacaedwaneenen eee 24,025,000 26,500,000 
PORE. gic-siwecdricngsccasn sho kenseee 4,825,000 4,950,000 
EE «5 Gas s-k no amen bop eee ee ween wale 5,725,000 2,800,000 
Italian 2,425,000 1,925,000 
Others 3,375,000 1,250,000 
RORIOE, 64. ckad scene eeeeennen $91,400,000 $90,300,000 
Attendance—Cinema Scale 
1958 1957 % of Change 

Patrons $753,000,000 $801,000,000 —.06% 
Average ti cket cost ..... 33c¢ 30c 4+63% 
Total theatre take 

DS ces > anda 253,250,000 253,375,000 —.04° 
rt. 8) fy re re 34,625,000 38,125,000 —6.6° 
Net theatre take ......... 217,625,000 215,250,000 +1.1% 
Average rental ........... 42% 42% 
Distributors portion .. 91,400,000 90,300,000 


Where Coin Came From 
Here’s where the money came from according to the various Ger- 
man film offices, but not taking into consideration the business of the 


MPEA member companies: 

1958 1957 
NR eck wi ve erate oak eae eee 6.9° 6.6°% 
ES on Sea ns owt icine usce ad wale en ed 21.6% 22.3% 
re eer err ee 30.6% 29.5° 
af, ee er eer re ee 20.6° 21 1% 
TRON, vn kane ca nkdcdtanseeee conse eenraiaees 20.3% 20.5 


E <planation of the differences between 1958 and 1957 income seeall 
that England had such a high income in last year because the year’s 
top foreign pic, “Bridge on River Kwai” (Col) was counted as a Brit- 
ish age Austria was off because in 1957 it had a huge click in the | 
series of * films while a Rew one wi one was not released in 1958. 


Sissi’ 


Despite Inner Rows, Mar Del Plata 
Fest Promises to Be Annual Affair 


PSerarar 





ms 
> 


Buenos Aires, April 28. 





Internal dissension has enveloped - ‘ 
the Assn. of Motion Picture Critics } Double or Nothing 
(ACA) as an aftermath of the Mar London, May 5. 
del Plata Film Festival. Some of After 25 years al the same 
those who worked most whole- post, the stage doorkeeper at 
heartedly to make it a success have the Palace Theatre in Leices- 
resigned or are threatening to ter has begun a new job— 
do so. The dissidents claim that helping the demolition con- 
unofficial envoys of ACA to enlist; tractors to pull down the the- 


atre. 
The contractors hired him at 


support from European producer- 
distributors (because ACA lacked 








funds to send direct reps) used twice his normal pay 

festival privileges to import Euro- a — 

pean films and profit in millions. European and two American festi- | 
This prompted the association | yais annually, Argentina aims to be 

prexy, Mariano Hermoso, to call a the seat of the South American | 


private ACA meeting to discuss 
things in a friendly way. He quoted | Sao Paulo. A majority of ACA 
attendance figures of some of the | members voted to send Mariano 
disputed films at Mar del Plata, | Hermoso to the Cannes Festival, to 
to prove that millions are not made insure his getting in a good word 
with Yugoslav, Czech, Greek or/ for Mar del Plata. 
other European product when they Plenty of ‘Thank You’ Letters 
draw audiences of 190 patrons at) J otters of thanks from delega- 
best. More often they are attended | tions who were at Mar del Plata, 
by 23 to 42 people. |are pouring in, but not from the 
Strongest opposition to the Fest | Mar del Plata public 
came from SICA, the Film Industry | cers, who had a hand in promoting 
Union, which has opposed the! the last festival. So far they have 
critics since Hugo del Carril’s feud | not submitted accounts whith will 
with critic “Calki” at the Rio| enable ACA to judge whether or 
Hondo (Santiago del Estero) Fes-/ not it is in the red. There is some 
tival. Opposition to the festival also suspicion that Frascarossi 
came from a_ powerful evening | Promotion Board wants to com- 
paper and from El Nacional, a daily ;mandeer full organization of the 


; event, in competition with Brazil’s 


started by Pres. Frondizi after his| next festival, leaving out the 
election. This accounted for the | critics. 
lukewarm attitude of Narciso Ma-| The bombing of the Railway line ; 


| : 
| caused a panic among the Mar del 


Very late in the | Plata police forces. This, combined 


chinandiarena, former Screen In- 
stitute President. 
day the 
subsidy. \iren Curtain delegatiohs, 

The worst blow came from Ar-|} much  celoak-and-dagger activity 
gentina’s State air-line, Aerolineas, | Most waiters in the Provincial 
which after promising to provide | Hotel were cops, microphones were 
fares to bring delegat’ons from | hidden in their lapels 
broad, finally declined. Brazil's | dinners, and more were probably 
Panair do Brazil stepped into the | hidden in hotel bedrooms, to dis- 
breach with 50% discounts, but the | cover whether any of the news folk 
yreamizers were ashamed not to| were in league with the 
bring the stars on their own line. ! layers. 

Despite manifold cifficulties| The next festival wiil probably | 
such as these, ACA is going ahead ; be held in December, 1960. March 
with plans to make this an annual | is 'a bad month for the event: There | 
event. The International Producers | are also more tourists in Mar del 
Assn, has agreed to recognize four Plata in December. 


set up 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


relations offi- | 


of the | 


Institute voted the Fest a| with the attendance of so many | 


at diplomatic | 


bomb- | 


3 building with 


D FILMS anO0T 
FAIR FOOTAGE 


By HANK WERBA 


Madrid, May 5. 

English-speaking film production 
in Spain is gathering fair-weather 
‘momentum with four projects and 
a tele pilot accumulating daily 
footage. 

Mike Todd Jr. shuttered his 
Malaga base to film the colorful 
Seville Fair background for his 
|“Scent of Mystery.” Whodunit | 
| “smeller” has two unknowns in the | 
lead, Beverly Bentley and Den-| 
holm Elliott, and a pair of Holly- 
| wood veterans, Peter Lorre and 
Paul Lukas, in support. From Se- | 
| villa, “Scent” will go to Granada 
for helicopter shots of butterflies 
over the Alhambra. Gimmick fea- 
ture will be entirely color-lab 
processed in Spain using special 
British equipment installed in Bar- 
| celona’s plant by Ned Mann. 

Competing for Sevilla Fair. 
shooting sites is “Scent of Dan-| 
ger,” a Doug Fairbanks Jr. , Dene 
quota package starring Trevor 
Howard, Dorothy Dandbridge and 
Richard Basehart and directed by 
Laslo Benedek for Warner's re-| 
lease. Fairbanks, in Madrid over- | 
| night en route to location, plans to | 
retitle. 

He will also study expansion in 
Spain of his British Isles ballpoint 
pen enterprise and hostelry inter- 
| ests. 








release with a “eeeia Pyrenees 
| locale. 
‘Tommy The Toreador’ 

In Sevilla for Fair footage, pro- 
%o | ducer George Brown opened lens- 
|ing operations for “Tommy 
Toreador,” in collaboration with 
| Nat Cohen and Stuart Levy for 
Associated British. Mixed Anglo- 
| Spanish cast stars Tommy Steele, 


gilio Texeira. 

Off-shore, Spain’s Canary Is- 
lands became a motion picture test- 
ing ground for H-bomb experi- 


j ments last week when Yank pro- 


ducer John Nasht marshalled an 
international cast and an Aiuglo- 
_ Spanish film unit in Las Palmas 
| where the Sydney Box Associates 
production “SOS Pacific” will be 
based for five weeks of island ex- 
teriors. 

According to Nasht, whose re- 
|cent Box pix include “Subway in 
the Sky,” with Van Johnson and 
“Long Distance” starring Eddie 
Constantine and Dawn Addams, 
“SOS Pacific” is the story of a 
forced plane landing on a Pacific 
atoll seven hours before the ocean 
haven is marked for disintegration. 
Pier Angeli, 
| Eva Bartok and John Griegson star 
| for director Guy Greer. Henri 
Grundman is coordinating Spanish 
end. 

J. Arthur Rank’s May 10 start 
for “Northwest. Frentier,” will 
bring Lauren Bacall, Kenneth 





the | 








| 
| 


| 


a| 


British Labor Leaders Blast Govt. 


For Refusal to Abolish Cinema Tax 





UA’S 40TH ANNI BALLY 





‘| Want To a A Gets Mixed Press wa: made in the House of Co 





Singapore, April 28. 
Tony Cook, United Artists’ local 
manager, boosted UA's celebration 


of 40th anniversary with special | 


fult page supplements in leading 
| English and Chinese dailies, giving 
| line up of UA’s conting attractions. 

UA’s “I Want To Live” 
| Wanger) got mixed reception from 
| local press when presented as spe- 
cial attraction in conjunction with 
anniversary celebrations. 

Also presented to Singapore 
cinegoers as part of UA’s anniver- 
sary were a_ re-screening of 
“Around the World in 80 Days” and 
“Man of the West” with Gary 
Cooper. 


Five French Legit 


 Reprises in Paris 


Paris, May 5 
Five French legit reprises opened 
as the local season went into its 
last quarter: Four may be in for 
fair end-season runs with one prob- 





ably doing an early foldo. 
Marcel Ayme’s “La Tete Des 
Autres” (Heads of Others) came 


back to the Theatre Atelier April 
6, where it first played im 1952. 


| Rewritten, it still has hard jibes at 


——| Janet Munro, Pepe Nieto and Vir- | 


the misfirings of justice but time 
has mellowed it a bit. It looks in 
for an okay run. 

“Les Carthaginois,” Plaute’s an- 
cient comedy of bawdy manners, 
was revived at the Vieux Colombier 
April 20 by 
adapted, staged and stars in it. Tale 
of a wily slave and his blustering 
master who save a girl from a pan- 
derer, it has some yocks. But the 
slapstick wears thin. A possible 
fair run on its theme is likely. 
Louis Verneuil’s “Le Train Pour 
Venise,”’ about a husband who woos 
his wife again when he finds out 
she is about to cheat on him, pulled 
into the Theatre Mickel April 5. It 
is slight but is given some substance 
by the comic duo of Jean Poiret 


|and Michel Serrault. Singlehand- 


Eddie Constantine, | “ 
| pretty 


| More and Herbert Lom to Granada | 


where Lee Thomson will direct 
five weeks of exteriors screen-nar- 
j rating the flight of English army 
officers commandeering a train 
across India during the independ- 
ence turmoil. 

“Arabian Nights” telepilot, co- 
production between Americanos 


and Spain's CEA Studios, will wind | 
this week on interiors after can-| 


ning location schedule around the 
Manzanares Castle. Yank crooner 
Kevin Scott and England’s Lauren 
Lane head the cast of this “East- 
ern-Western.” 

And the film-making pace, if 
|anything, is expected to attain 


next four months. 


Hilton in Fresh Bid 
For Hotel in London 
London, May 5. 
A new bid is being made by the 
Hilton hotel group in association 
with city financier Charles Clore 
to obtain official sanction to build 
a new hotel in Park Lane. 





maximum acceleration during the | 





| 


| Dino Rossi, 


| Bettoja 


edly, they give this a fair 
caree! 

Theatre De La Bruyere brought 
back P. A. Breal’s rustic macabre 
Edmee” April 17. It is about a 
peasant woman chased by 
many men and her homicidal ten- 
dencies. It is played right to make 
the grimness comic, and this too 
may do okay with those looking for 
legit laughs. Not one of these four 
shows seem right for Yank chances 
mainly because of local appeal and 
slant 

Theatre Varietes on April 20 
brought back the 1910 comedy of 
Margaret Mago, titled “My Baby.” 
It was felt te be somewhat hoary 
but some laughs are won by 
comic Roger Nicolas. This was 
pegged as least likely to succeed. 


ITALY FILM-CRASHES 
SINGAPORE VIA SHAW 


Singapore, April 28. 

Shaw's Lido Theatre has hosted 
Singapore's first 
gala co-sponsored by Unitalia and 
the Italian Consular authorities 
here in the Colony. Unitalia dele- 
gation led by Lidio Bozzini includ- 
ed players Rossana Podesta, Franca 
and Mareo Vicario with 
director of “Scandal 
Over Sorrento,” one of two Italian 


may 








| films presented at gala. 


Cocktail party by Runme Shaw 
| brought 400 Singapore prominents 


A revised plan, providing for a| and press corps to usher in the 
23-story building with 506 rooms, | second Italian film, 


“Revolt of the 


has been submitted to the Londgn | | Gladiators.” 


County Council. A previous proj- 





for 1,200. 


Italian film industry has been 


ect, which was rejected, called for | keen to break into Far East mar- 
accommodation | | Ket, Singapore, 


Malaya, Indonesia, | 
' Hongkong, Thailand and Japan. 


a4 


London, May 5 
An “emphatic” protest over the 
| Chancellor's refusal to concede to- 
‘tal abolition of the admission tax 
m- 
mons last week when the Finance 
Bill was given its second reading. 


| The attack was made by Mrs. Trene 


(Walter | 


Daniel Sorano, who | 


White, a Laber MP, who is also a 
member of the Films Council. 

She said the industry was in ex- 
treme difficulty because of tv com- 
petition, and, since the Chancellor 
had done nothing, there would be 
theatre closures all over the coun- 
try. John Diamond, another Labor 
MP, joined in the protest, pointing 
out that the profit from cinemas 
had gone into tv and there could 
be nothing more logical than that 
the tax should follow the revenue. 
Also that, nothing was more illogi- 
cal than that the industry making 
the loss should have to bear the 
tax while an industry making enor- 
mous profits should escape a spe- 
cial tax which could be well af- 
forded. 

A Liberal member also insisted 
there was a strong case for abolish- 
ing the tax and said the duty made 
« difference between making a 
small profit or closing down. 

Dr. Barnet Stross, another Labor 
MP, attacked the sales tax on rec- 
ords and argued that it was absurd 
to subsidize the arts in one form 
and tax them in another. He urged 
that the government should even 
consider subsidizing disks, par- 
ticular!y those for export, three- 
quarters of which were classical. 


Film Junket To 
Dublin for ‘Devil 


Londen, May 5 
American and British VIP’s and 
newspapermen are to be flown to 
Dubiin from N.Y. and London for 
the world preem of United Ariists’ 
“Shake Hands With the Devil” on 
May 21. Pic will have a dual gala, 
firstly at the Savoy, to be attended 
by the president of Ireland and at 
midnight the same day at the 
Metropole, which will be dedicated 

to the Abbey and Gate Theatres 
Don Murray and Dan: Wvnter, 
who co-star in the pic with James 
Cagne together with executive 





| preducers George Glass and Wal- 


ter Seltzer ard Marlon Brando Sr., 
will fly via Aer Linte direct from 
the U. S. to Dublin wih a con- 
tingent of newspapermen. 

Add tionally, a BEA chartered 
Viscount will leave Lendon the 
day of the preem with a comnle- 
ment of stars, columnists, news- 
papermen and tv cameramen. They 
will dine in flight, drive to the 
theatre in procession, led by the 
historic military vehicles which 
were loaned for the film, and em- 
plane for home after an official 
reception 

The Savoy preem is jointly spon- 
sored in aid of the Variety Club of 
Ire and and the Cinema and The- 
atre Benevolent Society of Irelard. 
The midnight screening is a benefit 
for TIretand's Central Remedial 
Clinic. The London preem follows 
on May 27 


‘Mulls Legit Theatre 


| 
ever Italian film 


| the 


For Alaska Launching 
Anchorage, April 28 

Barry B. Yellen, the 23-year-old 

managing director of the San Juan, 


Puerto Rico, Drama Festivel of 
last January, is ready to brirg the 
profess:onal theatre to Alaska. He 


plans to bring six Broadway shows 
featuring top stars to Anchoroge 


next spring if a house can be found 
for the productions. He suggectcd 


formation of a corporation with 
stock sold to Anchorage residents, 
with local funds matched with 
capital from the East 

Here on a 10-day survey, 
said he had talked to Joe E. Brown 
about eae xpear'ng here in his “Har- 
vey” ro}> and to Fddie Bracken of 
oven Year Itch.” Both were in 
San Juan festival. 


Yellen 
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HIGHEST 


RATING IN 
20 YEARS 


_ Film business history was made 
last week at Loew’s 72nd St. 
N.Y. when M-G-M’'s smashing 
new METROCOLOR hit ‘ASK 
ANY GIRL” got a 99.4 rating 
by Film Research Surveys, Inc. 
TOPPING ALL PRIOR AUDI- 
ENCE PREVIEWS in its history. 


AND SHIRLEY MacLAINE GOT 
THE TOP ALL-TIME FEMALE 
STAR RATING! With Out- 
standing Male Star Acclaim 


For Academy Award Winner 
DAVID NIVEN! 


WATCH FOR 
THEATRE PREVIEWS IN 
EXCHANGE CITIES! 


co-starring 


ROD — hnccgvigy KELLY 


Novel in CinemaScope A EUTERPE 
GEORGE WELLS eo wort * an — COLOR ° PRODUCTION 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 


Week Ended Tues. (5) 
N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1959 Net 
High Low *Weekly Vol. Weekly Weekly Tues. Change 
in100s High Low Close for wk. 
23°, 185, ABC Vending. 63 2012 20 2014 +% 
2734 20!2 Am Br-Par Th 322 734 2658 2634 — 3% 
8415 675, Ampex 194 7834 7412 7414 —2% 
471% 35 CBS 236 4634 4514 4658 +% 
24144 1914 Col Pix ..... 49 207% 1934 20 < 
21% 18 Decca 145 191% 1878 1878 a 
5914 4216 Disney ..... 106 5714 5414 5414 —314 
9114 7514 Eastman Kdk 315 89 87 8734 —1% 
91% 7's EMI ... 8 838 738 BM, + 58 
141g 13'% Glen Alden . 685 14 131% 1378 + %& 
37 2373 Loew’s ..- 310 3234 3018 3058 —1 
141g 1012 Loew’s Thea. 521 1418 1338 13%8 —%% 
1214 1014 Nat. Thea. 125 11 1058 1078 +h 
5078 46 Paramount 187 4658 44 4512 —1% 
365, 21 Philco 2238 3658 33 35 +1% 
144%, 9614 Polaroid . 288 144883 8 133 14338 +878 
6312 431, RCA eee yy | 6312 6018 63° 8 +258 
10'4 812 Republic 169 958 914 912 ots 
14°, 912 Rep., pfd. . 3 14% 1414 1414 + % 
26 18 Stanley War 1136 241!2 2344 24 +1%% 
3312 2415 Storer . = 32 3014 3014 —11g 
43'2 371, 20‘h-Fox . 208 49558 3914 3912 —l 
3214 2485 United Artists 221 2912 2712 28 —138 
2973 27!5 Univ. Pix 2912 2918 2916 
84 75 Tniv., pfd. +10 7518 75 75 —% 
4073 24°, Warner Bros. 132 4078 39 4024 +114 
335 178 Zenith 210 327 313 315 —3 
American Stock Exchange 
5%s 37s Allied Artists 54 454 42 458 
1l'2 8 Alld Art., pfd 3 1038 19 1018 —%% 
1212 7's Buckeye Corp. 10 914 834 834 —%™M% 
7 2', Cinerama Inc. 330 5 45% 45% —\% 
2397s 18 Desilu Prods. 138 19"%s 1853 19 — %4 
9° 8 6 DuMont Lab. 306 8%x8 714 778 — 14 
9°, 7 Filmways 20 75s 714 Tie + % 
3 15s Guild Films — 1545 2 155 13 —%\% 
10'4 75s Nat'l Telefilm 31 814 75x 8 — il 
10%4 532 Sk atror 504 918 734 734 —1% 
978 7'4 Technicolor 406 912 8558 938 + 5% 
778 473 Tele Indus 15 61s 578 578 —\M% 
2212 9 Teleprompter 149 2212 1934 2034 +114 
1473 7 Trans-Lux 9 11 10'% 1058 14 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
Chesapeake Industries ... 234 3 — 3% 
Cinerama Prod. 2% 234 — 78 
King Bros. 158 17% 
Magna Theatre As 278 318 — 18 
Metropolitan Broadcasting . 185s 1915 + % 
0 ne eer = 5 
U. A. Theatres 734 8'4 — %4 





* Week ended Monday (4). 
+ Actual Volume 
t Ex-dividend 
(Courtesy of Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc.) 


x _ — 








en Stuff—Pictures 


A practical test of the constitutionality of film censorship in N.Y. 


State was seriously mulled last week, but abandoned because the pic- 


ture in question—the Brigitte Bardot film “Love Is My Profession”— | 


had already been licensed for showing. 

Jean Goldwurm, operator of the Little Carnegie Theatre, which is 
showing the picture, sought to interest Edward L. Kingsley, the dis- 
tributor, and Raoul Levy, the producer, in participating in a test. This 
would have involved Goldwurm exhibiting the Bardot starrer without 
the cuts ordered by the censors. Scissoring involves only a couple of 
feet, but it’s enough to make an issue. 

Goldwurm is now in Europe attending the Cannes film festival. Ac- 


cording to Felix Bilgrey, Goldwurm’s attorney and general manager | 
(he’s also his nephew), Goldwurm is stiH willing and anxious to put 
' 


N.Y. censorship to a practical test. 

Reason why the “experiment” with the Bardot film was called off 
was, primarily, that, with the division already having licensed the pic- 
ture, it wouldn't be smart to spar with the law. Also, in this instance, 
attention then would rivet on just a couple of scenes 





Stopping off in New York en route to Austria and a directorial job 
on “Olympia” for Paramount, Michael Curtiz recalled that it is just 
30 years ago that he was working in Vienna and came in contact with 
a visitor from the States, name of Harry Warner. Curtiz went to work 
for Warners in Hollywood—and the association lasted 25 years. But 
there’s a switch involved and this is what makes the anecdote. At the 
beginning Curtiz had in mind some Biblical productions. Instead, his 
first assignment was a western, and this was followed by a crime mel- 
ler 





Paramount revised its annual report for promotional purposes. Com- 
pany removed from the multi-colored booklet all of the usual financial 
statistics, left in informational art and copy about the production pro- 
gram and sent it out to exhibitors and the press. It made for an un- 
usually attractive mailing piece. « 

Eulogy material on the late Cecil B. DeMille, which appeared on 
t e 
piece by distribution v.p. George Weltner. 





» Mike Wallace interview program over WNTA-TV, N.Y., last 
week (30), Ephraim London, theatrical and censorship attorney, noted 


that, in one instance, the N.Y. censor had not objected to a man un- 
dressing a woman, but had insisted on cutting a scene showing two 
horses about to mate. He noted that the criterion supposedly was 
whether a scene would lustfully excite adults. “Well, wouldn't it,” 
asked Wallace 

would excite only other horses, or perverts!” 


inside flap was removed and in its place is a business-optimism | 





Film Bankers 


mmm Continued from page 3 





ists, Independent Television Corp., 
Speed Crazy Inc. 

Paramount Pictures: Hal B. Wal- 
lis & Joseph Hazen, York Pitcures 
Corp., Dena Pictures, Seven Arts 
Productions, Alfred J. Hitchcock 
Productions, and a combination of 
Wallis, Hazen and Paramount Pic- 
tures itself. 

ATA Trading Corp.: Sunset Pro- 
ductions, El Monte Productions, 
Santa Rosa Productions, Malibu 
Productions, Zuma Productions. 

Walter E. Heller Factor Co.; 
Schary Productions, NT Associates, 
Banner Films, Gem Films, UA As- 
sociates. 

United Artists Corp.: Longridge 
Enterprises, Hope _ Enterprises, 
DRM Productions, Melville Produc- 
tions, Anne Productions. 

Chemical Corn Exchange Bank: 
Anthony Productions, 
S.A., Theme Pictures & Arthur 
Hornblow Productions, Burrows 
Productions, Mitich Co. 

California Bank: Futura Pic- 
tures, LHM Productions, Bon Aire 
Productions, Laurmac Productions. 

Security-First National Bank: 
Ashton Productions, Mirisch Co., 
Broidy-Burrows Productions, Cam- 
bria Studio. 





ists, Nation'al Pictures Corp., Alcoa 

Pictures Co. 

Consolidated Fiim Industries: 

| Sterling Hayden, W & J Enter- 

| prises. 

| First National City Bank of N.Y.: 

Morningside Productions. 

| Allied Artists: Saratoga Produc- 

| tions & Victor Mature, T-D Enter- 

| prises. 

| Pacifie Thrift & Loan Corp.: 

Pinecrest Productions, Production 

Associates Pictures. 

| Franklin National Bank of Long 

| Island: Hope Enterprises, DRM 

| Productions. 

| Manufacturers Trust: UA Associ- 

jates Inc. 

| [Inland Credit Corp.: 

| Telefilm Associates. 
ABC Fiims Inc.: 

ductions. 

Ziv TV: Santa Rosa Productions, 

| Golder State Productions. 
Tweatieth-Fox Film Corp.: Jerry 

| Wald Productions 


National 


Norfolk Pro- 


The following are single filings 

Joseph M. Schenck Enterprises: 
World Televisoin Programming. 

ABC-TV Films: Wor!d Television 
Programming. 
| Desilu: Silverstone Films. 
Studios Passing Parade Films 
ductions. 

A. J. Armstrorg Co.: Hal Roach 
Studios. 


j 


NBC: Overland Productions. 
| Chesapeake Industries: Malibu 
Productions. 


MCA TV Ltd.: Overland Produc- 
tions. 
Chase Manhattan Bank: 
Paul Jones Productions. 
Reldan Trading Corp.: Hal Roach 
| Studios. 
| Ashley-Steiner Corp.: Alex Gott- 
lieb. 
Reloan Trading Corp.: Hal Roach 
Studios Passing Parade Films. 
Michael Miller: OMECC Inc. 
| Favorite F.lms International Co.: 
Hal Roach Stud'os. 


John 


| Continental Thrift Co.: Jewell 
Enterprises. ; 

| Loew's Inc.: Sol C. Siegel Pro- 

| ductions. 


Jackie Cooper: ABC Films Inc. 

McCadden Corp.: ABC Films Inc. 
| Hollywood International Pic- 
tures: Beaux Arts Films. 
| Irving Brecker: ABC Films. 
Norfolk Preductions: ABC Films. 
| Essex Universal Corp.: Wolper 
| Ine. 
| Marine Midland Trust Co. of 
New York: RS Productions. 

Scranton Corp.: Guild Films. 

Glenn H. McCarthy: Jim ° Ross 
| Film Productions of Texas. 

Westinghouse Electric Co.: Desi« 
lu Productions. 

Rexford Investment Co.: Sjam- 
bok Productions. 


Atlanta Hard Tix ‘Diary’ 
Atlanta, May 5 

Wilby-Kincey chain’s Roxy Thea- 
tre has booked George Stevens’ 
| production of “The Diary of Anne 
| Frank” (20th-Fox) to open May 21 
with hard ticket policy prevailing. 
Will be shown at nights at $2.20 








downstairs and balcony $1.75. 
Three matiriee days, will be Wed- 
nesday, Saturday and Sunday. Wed- 
|nesday matinee prices will be $1.75 
Replied London: “A scene showing two horses mating|and $1.25, Saturday and Sunday, | the poor i 
| same as night time prices. | 4 





Brynaprod | 


!and private eyes—is not providing 


DeLuxe Laboratories: Allied Art- | 


that women needed and wanted 
| 


| Sindlinger 
} that the tv viewing of old films had 


Western-Choked Tele Driving Gals 
Back to Emotional Screen Fare, 
F'Instance U's ‘Life—D. Lipton 


The return of women to theatres, 
the playing off to the point of 
satiety of the old films on televi- 
sion, and the public’s desire for the 
type of escapist fare now available 
on the, nation’s screens are cited 
by David A. Lipton as the reasons 
for the increase in film attendance 
in recent weeks. The Universal 
pub-ad veepee, in New York last 
week for homeoffice conferences, 
backed up his contention with 
statistics, based on Sindlinger & 
Co.’s continuing research program, 
and with logical observations of 





current market conditions, 
Lipton’s conclusions are based, 


to a large extent, on the calibre of | 
{the business being racked up by 


U's “Imitation of Life,” a picture 
“which hasn’t the components of a 
blockhuster but is doing blockbust- 


/er business.” Lipton maintains that 
|tv programming—with its plethora | 


of westerns, action melodramas 


women with the “emotional oppor- 


| tunity” they require and is driving 
women away from their tv sets 
Most recent films, he declared. 


j}had male appeal and a significant 


movement of women back to. thea- 
tres was not noticeable. However, 
he pointed out that “Imitation” ap- 
parently was the type of picture 


Best Played Off 
Utilizing the results of a recent | 
survey, Lipton noted 


decreased substantially because 
most of the top available pre-1948 
pix had been played off. The vin- 
tage pix, according to Lipton, once 
accounted for 40° of tv viewing | 


time. As of last November, he 
added, it was down to 20° and 
reached a mere 9°% last week | 


whieh, he said, was the lowest tv 
viewing since 1953. 
Without attempting 
the sociological implications, the 
Universal executive commented 
that there appears to be a strong 
desire among the public for films 


to explain 


with purely escapist themes. He 
pointed out that the majority of 
the tep 10 films in Varirry’s na- 


tional boxoffice survey were the 
escapist type 

A combination of these factors, 
Lipton rea has resulted in in- 
creased attendance by the frequent 


‘Y 
on 


filmgoers, the marginal filmgoer 
and the infrequent patron. Fre- 
quent filmgoers, those who attend 


theatres more than once a month 

has shown an increase for the first 

time in 10 vears. This group, con- 
stituting 63.9°O of the average 
weekly audience and contributing 
a like amount to the average week- 
ly boxoffice gross, went from less 
than 16,000 000 in January of this | 
year to 21,000,000 ty the end of 
April 

A picture that 


depends wholly 
on the frequents does not have 
much of a chance for compiete | 
success and that the marginals and 
infrequents are required to assem- 
ble blockbuster grosses. During | 
the same period, the marginals, 
who attend pix on the average of 
once a month and who represent 
15.9°° of the average weekly audi- 
ence and boxoffice gross, went 
from 14,500,000 to 15.500,000. Simi- | 
larly, the number of infrequents, 
those who attend pix less than 
once a month and who constitute 
20.2°o of the average weekly audi- 
ence and boxoffice gross. decreased 


from 59.000.000 to 45,000,000 
Audience Not ‘Lost’ 
These statistics, Lipton main- 


tained, indicate that the lost audi- 
ence is not lost and the potential 
to regain their support still exists 
He noted that the audience being 
attracted to “Imitation,” made up 
of 70°> women, with many of them 


jin the over-45 age group (the lat- 


ter consisting of those who recall 
the original version of “Imitation” 
has been drawn largely from the 
infrequent group. He attributed 


thé result to U's pre-selling cam- 
Paign which was largely aimed at 
women 

“It must be due to our. national 
magazine, newspaper and _ radio 
campaign,” Lipton said. “It can't 


be attributed to word-of-mouth be- 
cause business was good from the | 


have known about the picture be- 
fore it opened.” 

The results achieved by “Imita- 
tion,” Lipton said, has induced the 
company to follow a similar pattern 
with “This Earth Is Mine,” the 
Rock Hudson starrer. The same 
pre-selling concept will be em- 
ployed but more advertising coin 
will be spent than with “Iimita- 
tion,” Lipton said. A total of 21 
national magazines, most. of them 
appealing to women, have already 
been booked. 

Universal, he said, is trying to 
avoid the trend of “tossing out too 
many pictures too fast.” This pol- 
icy, which is frequently brought 
on by the clamor of exhikitors, 
often results in the loss of a pic- 
ture’s full potential and the in- 
dustry suffers, Lipton declared. 
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chances in store, provided that a 
general public reluctance to Russo 
pix could be overcome. 

One phenomenon was the Soviet 
version of an Alexandre Pushkin 
story whch was also made as a 
Yank-Italo pic “The Tempest.” The 
“Tempest” was playing two doors 
down from the theatre that showed 
the Soviet version called “The 
Captain's Daughter.” It must be 
fairly stated that the Russo version 
was better on all counts. 

Anzies 

Russian pic had a feeling for 
the period and « homogeniety in 
acting that the muliiple-nationality 
Western version lacked. However 
it was in b & w and C’Scope and 
sacrificed some spectacle for the 
story. It treated royalty better 


| than the other one, It could shape 


a Western entry on curio compari- 
son aspects and its own intrinsic 
values. Vladimir Kaplounovsky's 
direction is knowning and arrest- 


ing and acting is exemplary all 
along the line ; 
“The Destiny of a Man,” direct- 


ed by and starring Serge Bondart- 
chouk, is a well made tale of a 
man's odyssey during the war and 
his will to live in spite of terrible 
personal losses. Somewhat over- 
active in editing and direction, it 
is an actioner with a solid human 


core for specialized spotting 
abroad 

“Their First Loves,” of Vassili 
Ordynski, denotes Russo youth 
searching for love. It shows the 


delinquents and the serious work- 
ers too. Though naive, it still has 
a good progression and is an okay 
comedy-drama 

“The Last of Saboudara,’ of 
Gueergui Nodivani and Chota Naja- 
gadze, is in the neo-realism tradi- 


| tion and a warm if somewhat sim- 


ple pic. Made with obviously less 
backing, it is another facet in the 
new face of the Russo film. 

“The Peaceful Don,” of Serge 
Guerassimov, is part one of a two- 


part pic devicting the life of a 
| Cossack from 1914 to 1918. It is 
academic but soundly made and 


more in the older Russo tradition. 
“Botagoz,” of Efim Aron, is from 
the Oriental section of Russia. It 
is the most propagandist in outlin- 
ing an uprising of Musulman Rus- 
sians during the 1917 Revolution 


However it has interesting gun 


play and horse play and emerges 
a sort of Russki oater 
“The Poem to the Sea” is the 


last film of the late great director 
Alexandre Dovjenko and was fin- 
ished by his wife Julia Solntseva. 
It is uneven but full of a poetic 
sweep in its tale of a group of peo- 
ple who return to their home town 
before it is covered by a dam site. 
Though carrying its message, this 
is a rich, moving pic and was re- 
ceived well here 

A French Film Week unspooled 
successfully in Moscow just before 
the Russo Week here. Affair was 
organized by Unifrance Film. 

Gertrude Bailey, Widow of Tom 
Bailey, who has been carrying on 
her late husband's business, Bailey 
Distributing Co., traveling Denver 
area to meet the exhibitors and 
drum up business for “Uncle 


opening day and it held up despite | Tom's Cabin,” old Universal release 


views from the critics. | 


A good part of the audience must | 


with new soundtrack, and other 
states righters just acquired 
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201m SALUTES | 
“THE BEST ACTRESS OF THE YEAR” 


ACADEMY AWARD WINNER 


FOR “| WANT TO LIVE” 
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Sereen Writers’ Demands 


Hollywood, May 5. 


Schedule of minimums where employer has no right of termination 


as presently under 


negotiations with studios: 


Pictures Costing Less Than $125,000 





SOU 5 5 iacs can $1,542 
48. ee 1,542. 
Final Draft 1,028. 

TOTAL $4,112. 


sey’ 


Maximum Weeks 


Nww 


8 


Pictures Costing $125,000 Or More But Less Than $225,000 


Treatment . .$1,950. 
First Draft 2,169. 
Final Draft ...... 1,448. 

TOTAL $5,567. 


312 
314 


Maximum Weeks 





Pictures Costing $225,000 Or More 





Treatment . $2,505. 
First Draft . 2,505. 
Piles TOE vw acs 1,670. 
TOTAL $6.680. 
Schedule 


Maximum Weeks 





12 


of minimums in contracts containing termination rights: 


Pictures Cesting Less Than $125,000 


Treatment . .$1,850. 
yi |, re 1,850. 
Pinel DEAN «2.000% 1,233. 

TOTAL $4,933. 


Maximum Weeks 


Nww 


Pictures Costing $125.680 Or More But & ess Than $225,000 





Treatment $2,603. Maximum Weeks 314 

Firat Draft ....<..; 2,603. 312 

Final Draft .. 1,738. 3 
TOTAL $6,944. 10 

Pictures _ Costing $225,000 Or More 

Treatment ...... $3,006. Maximum Weeks ..414 

i: ee 3,006. 412 

PONE TE ..cccescs 2,004. 3 
TOTAL $8,016. 12 


Schedule of minimums if producer exercises right of termination: 
Pictures Costing Less Than $125,000 























... eeeee $1.927 Maximum Weeks .... . 3 
WarOt EGES 62sec. 1,927. 

3: B.S 1,285. 2 
TOTAL $5,139. 8 
Pictures Costing $125, 000 Or More But Less Than $225, 000 
co $2,712. Maximum Weeks 314 
POSE TEE osccsss . oe 312 

iy eee 1,810. 3 
TOTAL $7.234. 10 
Pictures Costing $225,000 Or More 
Treatment $3,131. Maximum Weeks ..419 
First Draft . Skea 4\2 
Final Draft 2,087. 3 
TOTAL . ; 12 

Minimum for rewrite of final screenplay on deal basis: 
Pictures Costing Less Than $125,000 
$1,542. Maximum Weeks ; 3 
Pictures Costing $125,060 Or More But Less Than $225,000 
$1,950. Maximum Wecks 312 
Pictures Costing $225,000 Or More 
$2,505. Maximum Weeks . 443 





Briefs from Lots 








Hollywood, May 5. 
Kirk Douglas will star in “Day 


of the Gun,” produced under 
actor’s Bryna banner for Univer- 
sal release...“A Dog of Flanders” 
will be produced by Robert R. 


Radnitz for Associated Producers’ 
20th-Fox slate, to roll in Belgium 
June 15... Ronald Foster costars 
with Anita Sendrey in American 
International's “Diary of a High 
School Bride” . Walter Sance 
into “The Gallant Hours,” James 
Cagney starrer .. . Otto Kruger 
into Warner Bros.’ “Cash McCall” 

indie Leonard M. Hughes 
optioned “Singing in the Shrouds,” 


novel by Ngaio Marsh Sy 
Miller will clef “Cry Timber,” 
lumberjack song, for Jaguars 
Warner Bros.’ “Guns of the 
Timberiand.” 

Tom Gries, former Chicago 
Variety staffer, bought David 
Dixon’s unpublished novel, “The 


Buffalo Soldiers, for indie produc- 


tion .. . Martin Melcher will do 
Earl Felton’s “Black Treasure” for 
one of his co-productions with 


Universal under a three-pix deal 
.. . James B. Harris and Stanley 
Kubrick registered “The Fool, the 
Fatman and the Hunchback” for 
development as a possible indie 

‘Thousand and One Arabian 


Nights” is new tag for Columbia 
Pictures’ release of UPA’s full- 
length feature cartoon, formerly 


“Magoo’s Arabian Nights” ... 
composer Giacomo Puccini will be 
biopicked by Leo A. Handel as a 
$3,000,006 film, made under his 
Handel Film Corp. banner ... 
Perlberg-Seaton bought LeRoy 
Anderson’s musical novelty, “The 
Typewriter Song,” for inclusion in 
their —- release, “But Not 
for Me.’ 





Carl Benton Reid into Mont- 
gomery-Cagney'’s “The Gallant 


Hours” 
bought “‘Nobie Savage,” Paul Gau- 
gin biog .by Lawrence and Eliza- 


beth Hanson, as basis for projected | 


biopic on artist . .. United Artists 
registered “The Last 
MPAA .. . Columbia Pictures reg- 
istered “The Islington Mystery” 

. Richard Bernstein’s Viscount 
Productions will prodaice “The 
Girl on Death Row” for 
International Pictures . . . AIP’s 
“The Living Dead” rolls May 11 
under producer-directorship of 
Roger Corman .. . Jacques Tourn- 


eur signed by Italian Galatea Pro-| 


ductions to direct “The Battle of 
Marathon,” 
Rome... Margaret Lindsay joined | 


cast of ‘Benedict Bogeaus’ “Jet 





. Leland Auslender| 


Notch” with | 


American ; 


to roll i id-July in| 
0 vindsay jowned | and Susana Campos, best actress 


KAUFMAN’S COSSACK FILM 


Buys Aldrich Work, Chantler’s 
Script For Reported 100 G’s 








Hollywood, May 5. 
Joseph Kaufman, here from his 
London headquarters to complete 
deals for his European film sched- 


ule, has acquired Robert Aldrich’s | 
pre-production work on Nicolai V. | 
including | 
for | 


Gogol’s “Taras Bulba,” 
David Chantler’s screenplay, 
around $100,000. 

Backed by 
financial interests, Kaufman will 
film Cossack story in summer of 
1960 in Europe. 


terial, 
to English translation. Property it- 
self is in public domain. Kaufman 
has already 


ticipate in enterprise. 
Aldrich had planned a co-pro- 


duction deal on property with 
Yugoslavia’s Avala Films, with! 
filming slated for this year, but 


called off project when Yugoslavian 
government ordered disbandment 
of that country’s cavalry Oct. 31 
Since this cavalry was of prime | 
importance, and had earlier been | 
promised its use, Aldrich some 
months ago postponed project un- 
til 1960. Joan Crawford and An- 
thony Quirn had been skedded to 
costar in Aldrich’s production. 
Kaufman also ~~ oan 
rights to Steve Fisher’ 
in which Diana thy “aI "' 
starred. 


Nat'l Screen Institute 
Awards for Best Arg. 





Work Produce Squawks 


Buenos Aires, April 28. 

A dinner was given by members 
of the Film Critics Assn., last 
week, honoring 
Committee of the Mar del Plata 
Film Festival. 
film stars and other screen per- 
sonalities, the affair was held amid 
a feeling of expectancy because 
that night the National Screen In- 
stitute was due to give its final 
vote on awards for the 1958 crop 
of native feature pix and shorts. 

The verdicts have pleased no- 
body and have raised many eye- 
brows, particularly since a goodly 
number of prizes went to the stu- 
dio which was most prominent in 
Peron’s day. First prize went to 
Argentina Sono Film's “Rosaura a 
las Diez.” and amounts to 3,200,000 
pesos ($4,266), equivalent to 10°% 
of the boxoffice tax. “El Jefe” 
(Aries) got the second prize and 
Hugo del Carril’s “Una Cita con 
la Vida” (A Date with Life), third 
award. “La Caida,” another Sono 


| picture, got fourth prize and “Pro- 
}cesado 1040” 
| fifth. 

profiting by 


(Prisoner 1040) won 
Sono Film is figured as 
11,860,000 persos of 
the taxpayers’ money, which 
purchase. In other words, the pic- 
tures from all parts of the world 


which attract the public into cin- | 


ema, pay for these sometimes 
doubtful efforts. 

Mario Soffici won eighth prize 
with his “Isla Brava” for (Cinema- 
tografica Cinco) and Hugo del Car- 
ril got prize money for “Tierras 
Blancas.” 

Critics feel there was a discrep- 
ancy between the above monetary 
awards and voting for best direc- 
tor, ete. For instance, Fernando 
Ayala, who directed ‘El Jefe” was 
voted best director. The general 
concensus of opinion is that this 
picture, voted good by an Inter- 


| national Jury at Mar del Plata, 


should have got the top award. 
Alberto de Mendoza was voted 
best actor for his work in “El Jefe” 


for hers in “Rosaura.” Maria Luisa 


French and German | 


In addition to! 
script, producer gets research ma-| 
cestume sketches and rights | 


started negotiating | 
with an American producer to par- | 


the Organizing | 


Well attended by! 


is | 
paid out every time a film stub is | 


Foreign Films’ Two Markets: 
(1) New York and (2) Rest of US.; 





A Home Town Debut 
Philadelphia, May 5 
Hollywood hoopla will at- 
tend the world preem of WB's 
“The Young Philadelphians” at 
the Stanley Theatre (19). Based 
| on the novel by localite Rich- 
ard Powell, it deals with Phil- 
ly’s Main Line set and exterior 
scene were lensed here. Spon- 
| sors of the event are the De- 
von Horse Show and Country 
Fair 
The initial showing also will 
climax the first “grass roots” 
premiere caravan in film his- 
| tory. A group of young Holly- 
| wood stars will make a 12-day, 
coast-to-coast tour by bus cov- 
ering 34 cities and winding up 
here in times for the premiere 
ceremonies. 


Sees Yank Film 
Cut Aiding Mex 


Mexico City, April 28. 
Jorge Ferretis, head of the Film 
| Bureau, sees the cuthack in Holly- 
wood production as a boon for 
Spanish language films, especially 


| 








| Mexieo product. The Latin Ameri- | 


Cuban, 
Spanish 


Puerto Rican and 
film-going public in any 
case “prefers” Spanish idiom films 
to those produced in Hollywood, 
Ferretis believes. 

Outside of a minority made up 
of “elite” cinema patrons in major 
capitals, Ferretis said the bulk of 
Latin American audiences show 
“wide preference” for films which 
“use the natural idiom of the coun- 
try.” 

In the case of Hollywood prod- 
uct, where there is a necessity to 
read Spanish subtitles, Ferretis 
said the problem.is aggravated by 
the fact that “there still are a great 
|many illiterates in Spanish-speak- 
ing lands.” 

Furthermore, the Spanish pa- 
tron, apart from liking to hear the 
flicker shadows talk in his native 
idiom, gets a far greater pleasure 
from idiomatic nuances, slang ex- 
pressions and situations, undupli- 
cated in Hollywood product. There- 
fore, Ferretis said, Mexican films 
have the edge over Hollywood in 
this respect both internally. in 
South America and all other Span- 
ish language areas. 


can, 





Catskill Houses Stir With 


Onset of Summer Period 
Albany, May 5. 

George Thornton, owner of the 
Orpheum in Saugerties, has re- 
opened the Windham in Windham, 
on a Saturday-Sunday schedule. 
Later will go on a full-time sum- 
mer basis, with his son, Tom, 2 stu- 
dent a Rensselaer Polytechnic In- 
stitute, Troy, aS manager. 

Junior Thornton will succeed 
the late Joseph Daley, one-time 
vaudeville dancer and later a 
| vaudeville entrepeneur. The Wind- 
ham was darkened after Dealey 
| died last fall. 
| Walter Thornton, a brother of 
George, will manage the Orpheum 


Over the Atlantic,” currently lens- | Robledo, of the latter film got the|in Tannersville, which will re- 


ing in Mexico City. 
Kitty Buhler set 
original, “30 Nights 


to script an 


for Mike,” 


which Joseph Turner will produce | 


in London ... J. Harold Odell, 
Puerto Rican producer-exhib who 
did “Counterplot” and “Machete” 
for United Artists release, regis- 
fered “Fiend of Dope Island” with 
MPAA for another UA entry... 
William Goetz cast Lisa Lu, Chi- 
nese-born actress, for femme lead 
in his Columbia Pictures release, 
“The Mountain Road” . . . Robert 
Stack into Andrew Stone’s Metro 
release, “The Last Voyage,” to be 
filmed in Japan... Aubrey 
Schenck and Howard W. Koch will 
make “Line of Duty” as their next 
UA release, instead of “The Day 
the Children Vanished” . . . George 
Worthington Yates to script Amer- 
ican International's “In the Year 
2889,” Jules Verne story. 





| best supporting actress award, and | 
‘Walter Vidarte, of ‘“Procesado” 
that for best supporting actor. 





light about May 15. 


All three theatres are located in| 


| the Catskill Mountains, 


Open-Chute for 20th Exitees 


It was moving day last week (2) for quite a number of 20th-Fox 
personnel abroad who've been let out of the company under its 


streamlined distribution setup. 


One of those who left, but whose resignation had not yet been 
revealed, was Basil Litchfield, secretary-treasurer of 20th-Fox Film 


Co. Ltd., 


in Great Britain. A number of additional personnel have 


been let go in England, where 20th has closed three branches. 
Leaving alSo last week were Edward Ugast, 20th’s Far Eastern 
supervisor, William Sullivan, 20th’s manager in Japan, John Le- 


Febre, sales topper in Paris who, 


with Giulio Ascarelli,.20th’s pub- 


licity chief in Europe, joined United Artists, and others. 
Under the new steup, 20th branches abroad will report directly 
to N.Y. In Japan, Sam Namba has been named acting manager re- 


placing Sullivan. 


Selling Slants on New Bardot 


+ 


Problem of selling a foreign film 
to those two different worlds—New 
York and “the rest of the country” 
—is emphasized again in the case 


of the Brigitte Bardot starrer, 
“Love Is My Profession” (En Cas 
de Maulheur), the Kingsley-Inter- 
} national release current at the Lit- 
| tle Carnegie Theatre, N. Y. 

| Edward L. Kingsley and the 
film's producer, Raoul Levy, had a 
long and spirited disagreement re 


| the title of the picture, which rates 


;as an important selling point. 
Kineslevy backed “Love Is My Pro- 
fession” the same title under 
which the picture was (successful- 
lv) released in Britain. Levy felt 
this would harm the film in its 
NY. fiest-run engagement. 

Dro finally settled on “Love Is 
My Profession” as the more com- 
mere'al title for a picture which 





is exrected 
| “Rardot 
| 


to do 
business” 
iw here thot te 


the usual big 
outside N. Y., 

* is considered mu ch 
provocative In N. Y., the 
eds, also giving the French 


k more - 
a ty 
l¢ 


are exvected to draw the 
more sonvhisticated crowds. 
Film has been dubbed for gen- 


al release. The Little Carnegie 
| put up en extrardinarily high guar- 
ntee of $100,000 ($75,000 payable 
ms medintely) for the film, which 
the trede rates as a high potential 


erosser, Picture had trouble both 
with Customs and with the N. Y. 
censor and a few feet were cut 
from it 

Levy returned to N. Y. from 
Paris Monday to attend the open- 
ing and to continue his negotia- 


tions with Columbia. Jean Gold- 
wurm, operator of the Little Car- 
nevie, also r@turned to Manhattan 
from Paris for the preem and is 
due to so back to Europe later 
this week for the Cannes festival. 

Problem of the national commer- 
cial sell on imports has been in 


existe-ce ever since the foreign 
lincuclers breke out of the art 
hou traitjacket. Title sclec- 


tion does, of course, play a promi- 
nert part in the thinking of those 
who ore (1) anxious for a success 
fivctrun date in N. Y. and (2) for 
a lively “carryover” into the com- 
mercial field outside N. Y. Trouble 
is thot the requirements for these 


are are totally different, and a 
number of releases which have 
done well in New York have failed 
to show the expected strength 
elsewhere. 





‘Gient’ and ‘Roberts’ Duo 
Clock 324 Minutes, So 
Grind Goes Two-a-Day 


Kansas City, May 5 
Harold Lyon, manager of the 
Tri-States-United Paramount The- 
atre here, reports that long fea- 
tures have put his house on a two- 


a-day for the first time since the 
old legit days. 
Currently playing “Giant” and 


“M-. Roberts” dualled billed re- 
issues. he has a running time of 
324 minutes for a complete show. 
Beginning at 12:30, one complete 
show Beginning at 12:30, one com- 
plete show runs through 6:25, the 
afternoon show. The evening show 
starts at 625. Actually the two 
features run only five hours and 
46 minutes To make the timing 


fit better, Lyon tossed in a 10- 
minute shori, “Crashing the Water 
| Barrier.” 


Contrast is the keener since the 
|Paramount usually plays top re- 
| leases single billed, with a running 
time for a complete show around 
|} two hours. 


‘ bt bd bd 
Key-Up ‘Devil’ Prints 
Aiming for brighter definition 
| in drive-ins, United Artists is mak- 
|ing available 25 special, higi-key 
|prints for ozoners on its “Shake 
Hands With the Devil,” according 
to James R. Velde, UA general 
sales manager. 
| Prints will be shipped ta UA ex- 
change for June bookings. System 
used to make these high-definition 
prints is said to provide much im- 
proved projection conditions in the 
ozoners. 





| 
| 
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| Picture 


‘WARLOCK’ NSG 66, | 
OMAHA; ‘SHANE’ BIG 76 


Omaha, May 5. 

Loudest biz at downtown first- 
runs this session is being done by 
reissue of “Shane,” rated hefty at 
the Omaha. New entries, “Warlock” 
at Orpheum and “Mating Game” 
at State are both sluggish in com- 
parison. Hard-ticket “South Pa- 
cific” is strong in its 28th stanza 
at the Cooper. 

Estimates for This Week 
Cooper (Cooper) (708; $1 50- | 








$2.20)—"South Pacific’? (Magna) 
(28th wk). Sturdy $7,500. Last | 


week, $7,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,066; 
—‘Shane” (Par) (reissue). Hefty | 
$7,000. Last week, “Stranger In 
Arms” (U) and “Appointment With | 
Shadow” (U), $5,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,877; 75- | 
$1)—‘“‘Gun Duel at Warlock” (20th). | 
Shapes fair $6,000. Last week, } 
“Imitation of Life” (U) (2d wk), | 
$5,500. } 

State (Cooper) (772; 90)—‘Mat- 
ing Game” (M-G). Disappointing 
$3,000. Last week, “Journey” | 
(M-G), same. 


75-$1) | 


‘Dog’ Dandy $9,000 In | 
Port.; ‘Life’ Okay 6G 








‘are slim. 








Grosses | 


— 


° =a 
‘Some Hot’ Torrid 15G, 
, pe ¢ \ 
Seattle; ‘Land’ $5,200 
Seattle, May 5 

Reopened Paramount is drawing 
the most interest here currently 
with “Some Like It Hot” running 
away from field and big takings. 
“Imitation of Life’ still is good in 
second session at the bandbox Biue 
Mouse. But elsewhere the takings 
Particularly disappoint- 
ing is “Naked Maja,” with a dull 
week in prospect at Orpheum 
“Young Land” also is drab at 
Coliseum, 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (739; 90- 
$1.50)—“Imitation of Life’ (U) (2d 
wk). Good $5,000. Last week, $7,- 
400. 

Coliseum (Fox-Evergreen) (1,- 
870; 90-$1.50)\—"“Young Land” 
(Col) and “Ride Lonesome” (Col) 
Dull $5,200. Last week, “Warlock” 
(20th) and “Intent to Kill” (20th) 
$8,200. 

Fifth Avenue (F 0 x-Evergreen 
(2,500; 90-$1.50)—“‘Tempest” (Par) 
and “Young Captives” (Par) (2d 
wk). Drab $5,500. Last week, $7,- 
800. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 90- 
$1.50)—“Count Your Blessings” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Weak $2,000. Last 
week, $3,400. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 90- 








$1.50)—“Never Steal Anything 

Portland, Ore., May 5. |Small” (U) and “No Name on 

There are few bright spots here, Bullet” (U). Slow $6,000. Last 

at first-runs currently. One of the week, “Auntie Mame” (WB) (17th 
better bets is “Imitation of Life,” wk), $6,300. 

fair in second Broadway round./ @prheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 90- 

“Shaggy Dog” looms tall in fourth | ¢) 59)_ “Naked Maja” (UA) and 


at the Fox. “Naked Maja” is rated 


dull in opening stanza at Para- 
mount. 
Estimates for This Week | 
Broadway (Parker) (1,890; $1- 
$1.50\—“Imitation of Life’ (U) 


(2d wk). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
$7,200. 

Fox (Evergreen) (1,536; $1-$1.49) 
—Shaggy Dog” (BV) and “Look- 
ing For Danger” (AA) (4th wk). 
Tall $9,000. Last week, $12,300. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,600; $1- 
$1.49)\—“Young Land” (Col) and! 
“The Bandit of Zhobe” (Col). Mild 


$6,000. Last week, “Warlock” 
(20th) and “Desert Hell’, (20th) 
$7,000. 


Paramount (Port-Par) (3,400; $1-! 
$1.50)—"“"Naked Maja” (UA) and 
“The Lost Missile’ (UA). Dull $4,- 


000. Last week, “Tempest” (Par) 
and “When Hell Broke Loose” 
(Par) (2d wk), $4,600. | 





BOSTON | 


(Continued from page 8) | 
Metropolitan (NE) (4.357; 70- 
$1.10)—“Shaggy Dog” (BV) (3d! 
wk). Second week ended Sunday | 


(3), good $20,000. First week, 

$54,000. | 
Paramount ‘NET) (2.357; 70-| 

$1.10)—“‘Al Capone” (AA) andj 


“Accused” (AA) (3d wk). Bright 
$10,000. Last week, $15,000. 
Pilgrim (ATC) (1,000; 60-$1.10) 
—‘Road Racers” (Al) and “Daddy- 
O” (Al). Good $9,000. Last week, | 
“Bandit of Zobe” (Col) and “Mur- | 


der By Contract” (Col), $8,500. | 
Saxon (Sack) ‘1,100; $1.50-$3)— | 
“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th). 
First week was nice $15,000 or, 
near. Holds. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (730; 75-$1.25) | 
—‘Sex Pot” (Indie) and “Hell| 


Bent for Pleasure” (indie) (2d wk). 
Hot $4,500. Last week, $7,200. | 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 90- 
$1.50)—“‘Some Like It Hot” (UA) 
(6th wk). Torrid $24,000. Last 
week, $27,000. | 

State (Loew) (3,600; 90-$1.50)— | 
“Imitation of Life” (U) ‘(6th wk). | 
Nice $10,000, Last week, $12,000. | 


——— | 
KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 8) | 





wk Nifty $8,500. Last week, 
$10,000. 
Shawnee Drive-in, Leawood 


Drive-in, Dickinson, Glen, Engle- 
wood (Dickinson) (1,100 cars; 900 | 
cars; 750; 700; 750; 75-90)—"House | 
on Haunted Hill” (AA) and “Ac- 
cursed” (AA). Fat $10,000, best of 
season. Last week, four theatres, 
“Escort West’ (UA) and “Great 


St. Louis Bank Robbery” (UA), 
$5,000. 
Uptown (Fox Midwest) (2,043; 


75-$1)—“‘Compulsion” (20th). Nice 


$7,500; 1a! hold. Last week, 
“Gigi” (M-G) (2d run) (2d wk-6 
days), $4,000. 


Riverside Drive-in, Crest Drive- 
in (Commonwealth) (900 cars each; 
85c)—“Young Land” (Col), “Juke 
Box Rhythm” (Col), “Man Inside” 
(Col). Moderate $6,000. Last week, 
subsequents, 





“Great St. Louis Bank Robbery” 
(UA). Sad $4,500. Last week 


| “Night Quarter Moon” (M-G) and 


“Nowhere to Go” (M-G), $3,100 in 
5 days. 

Paramount (Fox-Evergreen) (3.- 
107; 90-$1.50)—“Some Like It Hot” 
(UA). Big $15,000. Last week 
“Windjammer” (NT) (14th wk 
days) $4,300 at $1.75 top. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 
(WB), “Two Headed Spy” (Col 
(Wiltern), “Never Steal Anything 
Small” (U) (New Fox) (3d wk), $8,- 
900. 

Los Angeles, Uptown (FWC) 
(2,017; 1,715; 90-$1.50)—“‘Warlock”’ 
(20th) (2d wk) and “Rx Murder” 
(20th) ‘(Los Angeles) (2d 
“Bandit of Zhobe” (Col) (Uptown) 
Mild $7,500. ; 

Downtown Paramount 
(3,300; 90-$1.50)—‘“‘Naked Venus” 
(Indie) and “Time Lock” (DCA 


9 





(2d wk). Fairish $12,500. Last 
week, $11,900. 
Four Star (UATC) (868; $1.25- 


$2)—"‘Compulsion” (20th) (2d wk). 
Strong _ $10,000. Last week, 
$12,800. 


Downtown, Warner Beverly ‘SW 


(1,757; 1,612; 90-$1.50)—“Question | 


of Adultery” (Indie) (2d wk). Poor 
$3,000. Last week, $4,700. 
Chinese (FWC) (1,408; $2-$2.40 


—"Some Like It Hot” (UA) (4th 
wk). Hefty $17,000. Last week, 
$21,500 


New Fox (FWC) (765; 90-$1.50)— 
“Auntie Mame” (WB) (4th wk) and 
“Alias Jesse James” (UA). Mild 
$4,000. 

Fox Beverly (FWC) (1,170: $2- 
$2.40)\—"Green Mansions” (M-G 
(5th wk). Lame $3,000. Last week, 
$3,800. 

Egyptian (UATC) (1,392; $1.45- 
$3.30)—“Diary of Anne Frank” 
(20th) (5th wk). Limp $7,700. Last 
week, $7,100. 

Iris, Loyola, El Rey (FWC) (825; 
1,298; 861; 90-$1.50)—“Gigi” (M-G) 
(5th wk, Iris, Loyola; and “Gidget” 
(Col). Good $11,700. Last week, 


Iris, Loyola, $10,200. El Rey, “I! 


Want to Live” (UA) (3d wk), “Sepa- 
rate Tables’ (UA) (2d wk), $4,200 

Fine Arts, Vogue (FWC) (631: 
825; 90-$1.50)—-“Shaggy Dog” (BV 
(7th wk). Stout $12,000. Last 
week, $13,300. 

Fox Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 
$1.50-$2.40) — “Sleeping Beauty” 
(BV) (14th wk). Mild $4,500. Last 
week, $13,100. 

Warner Hollywood (SW-Cine- 


jrama) (1,389; $1.20-$2.65)—“South 


Seas Adventure” (Cinerama). 
Started 32d week Sunday (3) after 
big $14,700 last week. 


Carthay (FWC) (1,135; $1.75- 
$3.50) — “Around World in 80, 
Days” (UA) (124th wk). Solid 


$12,000. Last week, $13,000. 


Richard Davis Films Inc. has 
been authorized to conduct a mo- 
tion pictures business in New York, 
with capital stock of 200 shares, no 
par value. Hess, Mela, Segall, Pop- 
king & Guterman, 415 Madison 





Albiny. 


import U 


wk), | 


(ABPT) | 


| manager, 
averue, were filing attorneys at Den 
| major operation. 


MPEA Still Weighing 
Spanish License Split; 


In determining the split of the 
40 Spanish licenses, the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. doesn’t take 
into account how many extra per- 
mits any of its member outfits can 
pick up on the side. 

This was made known last week 

MPEA continued to mull An 
acceptable formula for the division 
of the licenses. The presently-used 
“slobal” formula isn’t applicable 
in the instance of Spain since the 
local grosses aren't available. The 
companies were out of the Span- 
ish marked for some two years. 

MPEA has come up with a for- 
mula which is partially based on 
the global concept, but leaves out 
Spain and instead considers the 
companies’ domestic (U.S. and 
Canada) grosses. This formula al- 
ready has been nixed by Univer- 
sal, though no attempt has been 
made yet to practically apply it. 
U evidently feels that under such 
a setup it might lose a permit or 
two. 

U’s own position is that, with 
Spain virtually a “new” territory 
after the long absence of the com- 
panies from the market, the li- 
censes should be evenly split. This 
would leave a couple of extras 
since Allied Artists would get few- 
er that the rest. These extras 
would be divvied up in one way or 
the other. Under such an arrange- 
ment, U would get five permits, 
and possibly—with luck—six. 

U’s Rebuttal 

U reacted strongly to a story in 
VARIETY in a recent issue (22) 
which said that several of its com- 
petitors felt it shouldn't pose prob- 
lems on the division in Spain—and 
in fact should turn back some of 
its MPEA licenses—-since it had 
sold out in Spain and the local out- 
fit was getting a reported seven 
permits 
companies assume—will be used to 
pix. 

U, which in turn was _ short- 
changed in the recent French li- 
cense allocation, said last week 
that it was entitled to its full share 
of MPEA licenses, regardless of 
what additional permits it might 
get. It pointed out that several 
other companies also had sold pic- 
tures in Spain. 


‘LIFE’ SPARKLING 166, 
BUFF; ‘NAKED’ DULL 86 


Buffalo, May 5 
Biz has turned weakish here this 


as 





round, but there are some strong 
spots Outstanding of these is 
“Imitation of Life” which shapes 


smash in second week at Lafayette 
“Naked Maja” is not doing so well 




















-—NY.-Chi Tail Wags Fast Time 
U Demands Full Share ——— 





KSTP tv and radio topper, insist 
they’ve been giving “both sides” a 
fair and equal shake. WCCO is a 
CBS affiliate; KSTP, NBC, and 
WTCN, ABC. It’s ther k sta- 
tions that have irked « tors the 
most. 

Such claims of “innocence” draw 
scoffs from the theatreowners as 
“the biggest kind of a joke.” They 
point out, for example, that a 


KSTP-TV newscaster on more than 
one occasion has urged dialers to 
let their representatives and sena- 
tors in the te legislature know 
they want fast time. | 

At the outset, exhibitors, farm 
groups and other DST opponents 
knew that the so-called “big boys” | 
—the “moneyed interests’’—would 
fight to have DST made perman- 
ent. These “big boys” are identified 
as the grain trade, the investment 


sta 


and stock exchange brokerage 
houses, the banks, the airlanes, | 
other businesses such as gasoline | 


and filling stations and some of the 
railroads. These interests have 
been working to put over more 
DST through chambers of com- 
merce, the leading businessmen’s 
associations locally, in which they 
have great influence 

Banks, grain trade and invest- 
ment and brokerage houses prin- 
cipally want the fast time because 
of their tieups and business con- 
nections with similar interests in} 


the DST east—it means less in- 
|eonvenience for them in doing 
|their business. Airlines and rail-} 


of its own which — the! 


roads want their local time sched- 
ules to be as close as possible to 


those of DST Chicago and New 
York. DST also is supposed to 
produce more motoring which 
means larger gasoline sales, it’s 
pointed out 
Vested Time 

This lineup of vested interests 

on DST’s side and the fact that 


the newspaper and stations’ heads 
and most of the employes probably 
favor the fast time to permit more | 
opportunity for golfing, etc., may 
help to explain why so many in- 
dividuals of influence espouse the | 
fast time’s cause, exhibitors think. | 

Network and radio stations also 
are pro-DST because if there's | 
standard time here and DST in 


| New York where the network pro- | 


opening stanza at the Buffalo w hile | 


“Compulsion” is even slower in 
nine days at Century. ‘“West- 
bound” looks very mild at Para- 
mount and stays only six days 


“Some Like It Hot” is still potent 


in fifth session at small-seater 
Teck while “Gigi” also is fine in 
fourth at the tiny Cinema. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 70-$1)— 
‘Naked Maja” (UA) and “Menace 


(Indie). Slow $8,000 or 
Last week, “Defi- 


in Night” 
less in 6 days. 


ant Ones” (UA) and “I Want to 
Live’ (UA) (reissues) (3d wk), 
$5,000. 

Center ‘AB-PT) (2,000; 70-$1)— 
“Come Back, Little Sheba’ (Par) 
and “Detective Story” (Par) (reis- 
sues). Thin $5,000 in 9 days. Last 
week, “Sound and The Fury” (20th) 


2d wk), $6,500. 
Century (UATC) (2,700; 70-$1)— 


“Compulsion” (20th) and “Alaska 
Passage” (20th). NSG $9,000 in 9 


days. Last week, “Hey, Boy! Hey, 
Girl!” (Col) and “Gunmen from 
Laredo” ‘(Co)’ (5 days), $3,000. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-$1.25 
—‘‘Imitation of Life’ (U) (2d wk). 


Smash_ $16,000. Last week, 
$22,200. 
Paramount (AB-PT) (3,000; 70- 


$1)—‘‘Westbound” (WB) and “Born 
Reckless” (WB). Modest $9,000 in 
6 days. Last week, “Warlock” 
(20th) and “Wolf Dog” (20th), 
$10,000. 

Teck (Loew) (1,200; 70-$1.25)— 
“Some Like It Hot” (UA) (5th wk). 
Potent $7,000 or near. 


| $7,800. 


“Gigi”? (M-G) (4th wk). 
$2,000. Last week, $3,000. 





grams originate. There’s normally 
one hour difference in time be- 
tween New York and the Twin 
Cities, but with DST there and 
standard time here the time differ- 
ence is two hours. In some in- 
stances this causes locally spon- 
sored and produced programs and 


syndicated shows here to. get 
crowded out of their time slots, | 
it’s pointed out 

While taping of some network 


shows makes the aforegoing prob- 
lem less acute for the network sta- 
tions, it doesn’t simplify the mat- 
ter entirelv, explains Konynen- 
burg. A number of network shows 
like big league baseball and boxing 
are not and cannot be put on tape 

Also, he says, taping alone isn’t 

involved, but there’s the matter 
of circuits. It becomes a auestion | 
of how many circuits the telephone 
company has available for either 
live or taped program. Unless a 
circuit can be obtained to deliver 
a taped show at the required time 
the station would be out of luck, | 
says the WCCO-TV head. 

Because the banks, investment 
and brokerage houses and the 
grain people do considerable busi- 
ness with farmers and the latter | 
are almost unanimously anti-DST, 
these pro-DST interests have used 
the chambers of commerce for | 
fronts. In all the agitation for DST, | 
the gain from it to these interests 
has not been given newspaper or 
tv and radio station publicity. The | 


pro-DST publicity emphasis has | 


| been entirely on the fact that in| 
| 


an area such as Minnesota where | 
the winters are long the fast time | 
provides more daylight and chance} 
for gardening and family outdoor | 


| activities. Repeatedly the pwohlic is | 


Last week, | Democratic Farmer-Labor party 
| leaders 
Cinema (Martina) (450; 70-$1)— | legislature’s 
Fine | Senate) have been on the same side 


informed in newspapers and over 
the air that polls show a substan- 
tial majority in its favor. 
Why Farmer-Laber? 
It’s almost paradoxical that the 
(the party controls the 
ouse, but not the 


in this issue with the “big boys,” 


—us Continued from page 7 = 


| electorate 


| “just 





whereas ordinarily at loggerheads. 


L. R. (Bill) Hobson, Warner Bros. | Exhibitors feel this situation of 
salesman and former RKO branch) strange bedfellows is due to the 


to work 
illness 


returned 


Denver, after long 


in| DFL’s “mistaken” belief that it’s 
and | good politics to fight for DST be- 
| cause a substantial majority of the 


| 








want it. However, the 
Republican dominated Senate has 
found rural district members, who 
are in the majority, voting against 


the fast time for the most part. 
KSTP president Hubbard says 
that his stations “don’t care if 


there’s DST or not,” although he 
himself and practically all of his 
employes favor it. If there’s to be 
fast time, the stations do want it 
to correspond with the DST in 
adjoining Wisconsin and in Chi- 
cago, he says. Hubbard believes 
the KSTP tv and radio news and 
other presentations concerning 
DST have been “fair” and “im- 
partial.” 

This has brought forth from ex- 
hibitors the declaration that Hub- 
bard apparently hasn't been watch- 
ing his own stations’ programs, 
as Swan can’t have been 
reading his newspapers.” 

Phil Hoffman, Time-Life’s 
WTCN tv and radio vice president- 
general manager, says his stations 
are openly and unashamedly for 
DST because, first, they feel that 
a substantial majority of people in 
the Twin Cities’ metropolitan area 
want it “and majority should rule” 
and, secondly, summer standard 
time here would wreak havoc with 
its local program scheduling as 
well as the ABC network shows. 

“Despite tape developments, 
there are long and complex tech- 
nicalities involved, including the 
matter of telephone lines, so that 
we'll be in a bad mess programwise 
if we don’t get DST at least in the 
Twin Cities.” 

Charles Winchell, the exhibitors’ 
leader in the fight to knock out 
DST, says he'll have no statement 
until after the state supreme court 
decides the validity of the author- 
ity under which DST has been es- 
tablished in the metropolitan coun- 
ties and after the legislature’s cur- 
rent special session ends. 


O'BRIEN SEES CHANCE 
FOR BRIT. PIX IN RUSS 


London, May 5. 

Chances of British pix getting a 
showing In the Soviet Union are 
seen as bright by Sir Tom O'Brien, 
general secretary of: the National 
Assn. of Kine and Theatrical Em- 
ployees, following an 18-day trip 
to Russia by a delegation repre- 
senting six show biz labor unions. 
Sir Tom, who headed the dele- 
gates, told Varrtety he’s planning 
to follow up the talks he had in 





| Moscow by contacting the Soviet 


Ambassador in London. 

O’Brien said that in discussion 
with the Soviet Minister of Cul- 
ture he found difficulty in nailing 
home the notion that British films 
could be supplied only on commer- 
cial terms. The Russians wanted 
“acceptable” pix but wanted 
“them for nothing” on a cultural 
basis. It’s this conflict of ideas that 
O’Brien seeks to sort out here, 

O’Brien added that the delega- 
ion was inpressed by the develop- 
ment of entertainment in the So- 
viet Union. He urged more visits 
by American as well as British 
show biz representatives. 


Fox West Coast Shifts 


Los Angeles, May 5. 

Further theatre manager promo- 
tions in local Fox West Coast ter- 
ritory has William Katzky moving 
from the Iris, in Hollywood, to 
Fine Arts, Beverly Hills, replacing 
Fred Gebhardt, on  leave-of-ab- 
sence to enter indie film produc- 
tion, 

William MclIntire, at the Up- 
town, goes to the Iris, while John 
Mikkleson shifts from Lido to 
MclIntire’s spot. Neal Meyers, as- 
sistant manager of La Reina, Sher- 
man Oaks, has been upped to Lido 
post. 








Fred Hansen's Retirement 
Dallas, May 5. 

Fred R. Hansen, manager for 
National Theatre Supply here will 
retire after 43 years in the industry 
on May 15. For a time he was man. 
‘ager of the Uptown, Harlandale 
and Highland Park Theatres in 
San Antonio. 

J. L. Watkins of Oklahoma City 
will succeed Hansen as NTS man- 
ager here. Hansen and his wife 
plan a drive to New York and a 
European tour. 
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Singapore Hikes Electricity Rates 


Singapore, April 28. 

Leading American and British 
film distributors here are anxious- 
ly watching legal tussle between 
cinema owners and Singapore’s 
City Council. Question at issue is 
increased tariff imposed by Coun- 
cil on electricity fed theatres. 
Some 40 houses, mainly owned by 
the Shaws and Cathay Organiza- 
tions, have discontinued air condi- 
tioning in protest. If Council does 
not lower juice charges cinema 
owners have threatened to close 
down completely. 
Mayor Ong Eng 
the opinion that 
houses are among 
ost expensive in the world in- 


Singapore's 
Guan expresses 
Singapore film 





luding U. S. and electricity hike 
not affect cinema owners 
at badly. 
Cinema owners have consulted | 
lawyers in England who opine that | 


n 

( 
should 
t 


City Council’s action in raising | 
tariff is “discriminatory.” 
Cinema owners claim that the | 


rew tariff imposed results in more | 
than 200° increase upon previous 
average charges that the film in- 
dustry had to bear. However de- 
spite lack of air conditioning cine- 
ma owners report average crowds 
shows. 


at all 





Tarkingtons Raise ‘Usury 
Charge Re Theatre Deal 
Greensboro, N. C., May 5. 

A civil suit for $54.180 has been 
filed against Starlite Theatres Inc., 
of Greensboro by an Edgecomb 
County couple in Guilford Super- 
rior Court. The case was trans- | 
ferred here from Harnett County | 
Superior Court. 

R. O. Tarkington and wife, Mary 
Marsh Tarkington, state in the | 
complaint that they executed a} 
written offer to buy the Angier 
Theatre in Harnett County for $71,- 
060 in March, 1952, with Max Za-| 
ger of Greensboro, president of 
Starlite Theatres, The business was 
owned, according to the com- 
plaint, by Stewart and Everett | 
Theatres Ine. 

The complaint says the Tarking- | 
tons continued making payments | 
on the theatre, sometimes remain- | 
ing in default of payments, but that 
they paid for the theatre in full | 
after foreclosure proceedings were | 
begun against them. 














‘Hot’ Big on 96 Dates 

Setting a fast pace, United 
Artists’ “Some Like it Hot,” 
starring Marilyn Monroe, Jack 
Lemmon and Tony Curtis, has 
grossed $2,585,120 at the box- 
office in 96 dates, William J 
Heineman, UA _ distribution 
v.p., said last week. 

Picture is doing very well in 
the key spots, but not quite as 
strong in the smaller towns 
Reasons for the divergence 
aren't known. 





DENVER’S WADSWORTH 
FULLY REFURBISHED 


Denver, May 5 
Wadsworth Drive-In Theatre, re- 
cently acquired by Empire Thea- 
tres, owners of the first run Den- 
ham Theatre, downtown, has been 
completely remodeled and was re- 





opened Friday (1) with Bill Van 

Deventer as resident manager 
Every facility from booth to 

snack bar has been~ refurbished 


according to Mrs. Vera Cockrill 
president, who states that the new 
Manco-vision screen enables the 
theatre to show any type of mo- 
tion picture now in production and 
increases the brilliance by 300% 

Wadsworth is unique in Denver 
in that it is the only Drive-in thea- 
tre with a regular auditorium type 
theatre in connection, enabling pa- 
trons to see the show while seated 
in their cars or to step from their 
cars at will into a fully appointed 
indoor theatre, assuring an all- 
weather operation. 

Representing an investment of 
over a quarter million doilars, the 
theatre is said to rank with the 
finest in the nation. Family type 
programs are planned exclusively 





Velde’s Delayed Start | 


| 

Installation of James R. Velde | 
as new chairman of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America’s sales 
managers committee now is set for 
today (Wed.) at a meeting of ‘the 
group. 

Velde was to have been elected 
last week, but came down with the 
flu. Alex Harrison of 20th-Fox has 
been chairman for the past two 
years. 





Hollywood, May 5. 
Walter Mirisch today (Tues.) was 
elected prexy of the Screen Pro- 


ducers Guild succeeding Carey 
Wilson, Other officers named in- 
|clude Julian Blaustein, David 
Weisbart, Lou Edelman, Aubrey 


Schenck, Pandro S. Berman, Frank 
P. Rosenberg and Milton Sperling 

Reelected to the SPG board 
were Berman, Samuel G. Engel, 
William Perlberg, Jerry Wald and 
Lawrence Weingarten. The new 
members, Arthur Freed and Au- 
brey Schenck, replace retiring 
board members Hall Bartlett and 
Frank McCarthy 


Interstate ‘Hosts’ Dallas 


Rally for AB-PT Chain 


Dallas, May 5 

e Theatre Circuit will 
st for the American Broad- 
casting-Paramount Theatres project 
eeting to held here this week 
Southern circuits of the nation- 
wide AB-PT organization, Florida 
State Theatres, Paramount Gulf, 
Wilby-Kince\ Penn Paramount 
and Interstate, which operates un- 
der the direction of Sidney Mark- 
veepee, will be represented at 

the meeting attending will 
be Leonard Goldenson, AB-PT 


Intoreto# 


Also 


This marks the third of the 
ithern ¢ meetings. The first 
s held in New Orleans and the 
>cond last year in Clearwater, Fla. 
Principal object of the meetings 

planning on project 

ctures and this year the 

“The Young 


ircult 


is campaign 
motion pi 
three pics selected are 


Philadelphians from Warner 
Bros.; “Say One For Me,” from 
20th Century-Fox and “The Big 


Circus,” from Allied Artists. 

R. J. O'Donnell, veepee and gen- 
eral manager of 
Theatre Circuit, stated, “This will 
be the first chance to welcome Mr. 
Goldenson to Texas since AB-PT 
has been operating the southern 
theatre circuits. Also, it will be the 
first visit of R. B. Wilby, chairman 


;ef the board of.the Wilby-Kincey 


Circuit of Atlanta, Ga.” 





LOCKED-IN ROBBERS 
Albany, May 5. 

Thieves believed to have hidden 
in the Madison Theatre after the 
last show Wednesday (29) smashed 
open the safe and removed be- 
tween $300 and $350, representing 
the previous day’s receipts. 

Two vending machines in the 
lobby also were battered and coins 
were abstracted. 




















BERLIN and Its FILM FESTIVAL 
Are Well Worth the Trip! 
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who had proclaimed DST not to} 
rescind their gen-| 
} 
erally, although s much 
confusion, the fast time went into| 
effect in the three counties Sun-| 
. 
day (26 is still operative. 
Lord interpreted the writ to ap- | 
ply to any future county commis- | 
sioner boards’ actions, not those | 
already taken, he explained. How- 
ever, Justice Dell has indicated the 
supreme court will consider con- 
tempt of court action against him 
and, possibly the county commis- 
sioners 
Jockey for Advantage 
If the court dismisses the writ 
there'll be no hindrance to DST in 
the metropolitam and contiguous 
counties, some of which adjacent 
areas have been following the local 


actions and, 


there wa 


and 


DST lead. But if the court makes 
the writ permanent DST will be 
out in the metropolitan counties 
unless the legislature reverses a 


previous thumbs down on statewide 
DST or passes a new enabling law 


which will pass validity’s test. The 
special session is supposed to be 
devoted to efforts to pass a new 
tax law, but can consider the fast 


time hassle and enactment of some 
DST legislation is possible 

In the meanwhile there’s DST in 
the city of Duluth and in 16 north- | 


ern Minnesota communities con-/| 
tiguous to it. However, if the writ 
is made permanent for the three 


metropolitan counties, similar suits 
will be filed elsewhere in the state 


and DST will be dead for entire 
Minnesota barring further legis- 
lative action 
After the court writ plenty | 
of slams at exhibitors were | 
taken by Twin Cities newspa- | 
pers and some of the television | 
and radio stations and partic- 


ularly KSTP. Exhibitors charge 
that they, rabid pro-DST, have 
been presenting o ily one side 
of the controversy, and that 


unfairiy, and stirring up the 
public to put pressure on the 
legislature | 
KSTP-TV had on the air irate! 


raked theatreowners | 
over the coals. Newspapers assailed 
theatreowners in editorials and 
carried quotes from angry officials | 
who even panned Justice Dell as| 
well as exhibitors, and letters from 
indignant readers. There even was 
much talk about and threats of 
starting boycottts against the the- 
atres. 


On the Sunday that this oc- 
curred and since, however, Charles 
Winchell, -United Paramount cir- 


cuit president - general manager 
here, asserts business at thea- 
tres has taken a spurt and he has 
received many more letters and 
phone calls congratulating him 
than taking him to task 
Judge a Showman 

KSTP-TV dug up the fact that 
Justice Dell owns a theatre at 
Fergus Falls, Minn This was 
given plenty of publicity by the tv 
and radio stations and newspapers. 
But Justice Dell said that while 
he has owned the theatre for many 
years, he never has operated it 
himself, it’s leased currently to the 
Berger circuit and the amount of 
rental paid by the lessee has no re- 


his 


‘lation to its grosses Also, the 
lease still has several years to 
run. 


The Minneapolis city council got 
into the fray by reaffirming a pre- 
vious request to the delegation 
from this county to get behind 
summertime for the city 

Although all farm organizations 
also are anti-DST, the Farmer 
Labor-Democratic party leaders in 
the legislature have been its prin- 
cipal adherents Also, State At- 
torney General Miles, so vigorous 
in its behalf, is a member of that 
party. 

Statewide DST was enacted by 
the 1957 state legislature for only 
two years. The present fight has 
been between Twin Cities’ and 
other newspapers and most tv and 
radio stations, chambers of com- 
merce, the grain trade and other 
businesses on one side and exhib- 
itors, farmers, many other enter- 
tainment purveyors and business, 
etc., on the other. 

The one side has striven to have 
the fast time made permanent, or 
at least, enacted for another two 
years and then put up to a refer- 
endum; the other side has been try- 
ing to kill it. The Senate passed a| 
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vised the county commissioners | law banning it anywhere in the 


state, but FLD House leaders suc- 
ceeded in burying that measure in 
committee when it reached their 
body. 

Because of the state’s geographi- 
cal location there is more summer 
daylight in Minnesota under stand- 
ard time than in eastern DST states 
and that’s why it’s particularly 
anathema to exhibitors 





Metro Profits 
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pects are the profits will continue. 
This includes feature production 
and distribution, tv, music record- 
ing, and foreign theatres 

It was to solidify the company’s 
long-range planning that Killion 


proposed current cash profits be 
used as working capital 
Attending the board meet, to 


hear plans from production v.p. Sol 
C Siegel, administrative head Ben- 
jamin Thau and other top execs, 
were members Ellsworth C. Al- 
vord, Bennett Cerf, Nathan Cum- 
mings, Ira Guilden, J. Howard Mc- 
Grath, Benjamin Melniker, Robert 
H. O’Brien, William A. Parker, 


Philip A. Roth and John I. Snyder. 








Universal Lease 


=a Continued from 





pase 5S aad 


sub-leasing, repairs alterations 
and additions, taxes and assess- 
ments, insurance, care and main- 


tenance, and other minute details 
involving studio operations. 

The pact states that no exten- 
sion, or combination of extensions, 
of the term of the lease and facili- 
ties agreement “shall serve to ex- 
tend its term for more than three 


| years in excess of the 10-year term 


hereof.” 

The agreement also stipulates 
that MCA is required to “use 
reasonable efforts’ during the 
term of the lease to retain and 
maintain the post office bearing 
the address Universal City, Cali- 
fornia. 


NINE IN THREE YEARS 


Charles Schneer To Deliver Fea- 
tures To Columbia 


Columbia has negotiated a new 
financing and releasing deal with 
producer Charles Schneer. Terms 
call for the delivery to Col of nine 
pictures over the next three years 
by Schneer’s Morningside Pictures 
Corp. 

“Battle of the Coral Sea” will be 
the first picture to be delivered by 
Schneer under the new deal. “Gul- 
liver’s Travels,’ to be made in the 


Dynamation process, goes before 
the cameras in Europe in June. 
The Wernher Von Braun story, 


now called “I Aim At the Stars,” 
is slated for a September start, to 
be followed by Jules Verne’'s 
“Mysterious Island.” “Air Force 
Academy” is set for Schneer's 1960 


WHEN IN HOLLYWOOD 


Stay om Famed Sunset Strip 


SUNSET TOWER WEST 


8400 SUNSET BLVD. 


Complete Hotel Facilities 
Heated Pool & Private Patios 
Daily—Weekly— & Monthly Rates 
OL. 6-0733 Mrs. Ralston, Mgr. 


Brochure on Request 























ANIMATION produced IN JAPAN  fror 


your story~boards. Low Japanese rates—qgua 


anteed U.S. quality 
INTERLINGUAL INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


Harada Bidg., 2-! Hirakawache, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tekye 
New York City Representative: 


TROJAN FILMS, 701 7th Ave. 
Cl 6-7565 


New York Theatre 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


Rockefeller Center « Ci 6-4600 


MAURICE 
KERR BRAZZI CHEVALIER 
» “COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS” 


Aa M-6-M Picture In CinomaScope And METROCOLOR 
and GALA NEW STAGE SPECTACLE 
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LAWRENCE 


LOWEST IN TV PROGRAM COST-PER-THOUSAND 


~ HIGHEST 
IN “SPONSOR IDENTIFICATION”! 











Se ea 


THE TOP ‘SPONSOR-RATED’ PROGRAMS* 











sem PERRY COMO SHOW . 18.0 


* “SPONSOR-RATING”: Television’s new yardstick conceived by Norman, Craig & Kummel, New York. 
It merges TOTAL PROGRAM AUDIENCE (Nielsen Report) with Sponsor Identification (Trendex). 
The above findings are based on analysis of 103 evening network programs during the last six months of 1958. 


Gabbe, Lutz, Heller & Loeb 


Personal Managers 
HOLLYWOOD « NEW YORK 








20 


BRADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, May 6, 1959 





TV Networks Yen Film Strips For 
Daytime; ‘Trackdown, Cummings 
Eyed by ABC; Dec. Bride’ for CBS? 





“Daytime ty on the networks ap-+ 


pears to be gearing for a major | 
swing shortly to film, using re-| 
runs of nighttime entries. | 

ABC-TV is dickering for day-, 
time reruns of “Trackdown"” and} 
also the Robert Cummings stanzas, 
one adventure and one comedy and 
both with established nighttime | 
network track records. Same net- 
work is so hot after film for pre- 


dark that it also made a bid for 
the Phil Slivers telepic stanzas 
that have played CBS-TV night- 


times with such success, but that 
deal fell through because of the 
high nut needed not only to cover 
the price of the package itself but 
for handling residuals to the large 
cast of actors (See separate story). 
At CBS there's talk of moving 
“December Bride” into the daytime 
area. 
ABC 
started 
telefilm 
daytime 


only three weeks 
stripping the Gale Storm 
reruns in a former live 
program slot and since 


ago 


then even the earliest ratings 
(Trendex) have taken a noticeable 
jump. 


Predictions are for a great num- 
ber of daytime film reruns in lieu 


of live shows by next fail. What 
with the potential three-way day- 
time tv market (CBS, NBC and 


ABC in full competition), each of 
the webs is figuring that the only 
sure way to guarantee a substan- 
tive portion of the hausfrau audi- 
ence—and in a hurry—is via the 
former nighttime shows. 

Mostly, it’s anticipated the trend 
will jack rerun prices, but even at 
that, they're still considered a good | 
bet for audience returns, at least 
at the moment. Then, too, ABC is | 
estimating that it can retain some | 
of its less expensive live shows 
(and the other webs some of their 
dramatic soapers) by cushioning | 
the surrounding time periods with | 
strong telefilm; tendency for dial 
switching in the daytime is not 
thought to be as acccierated as it’s | 
proved io be at night, so that if| 
the pre-dark viewer likes one show | 
on a given network, there's a fair! 
chance she'll stick it out through | 
at least a second show in an ad- 
jacent time period 





‘Undercover’ For 
Pharmaceuticals 


“Peck’s Bad Girl,” which 
preemed last night ‘Tues.), will be 
losing its 9-9:30 p.m. slot on CBS- 
TV sometime next fall. Though’! 
it doesn’t know exactly how many 
weeks beyond one J3-week cycle | 
it intends -to run with this 
new half - hour situation com- 
edy entry, sponsor Pharmaceuticals 
decided this week to try an ad- 
venture stanza in the time period 
when the new season starts. 

Parkson agency. handling Phar- 
maceuticals, boucht a new Sereen 
Gems show. tentatively titled “Un-‘ 
dercover,” to take the slot oppo- 
site the high-rated “The Rifleman” 


on ABC-TV. Avency says it’s posi- 
tive “Girl” will move. “Under- 
cever,” fronting Mike Connors (no 


relation to Chuck on “Riflemon”), 
was the first production for SG bv 
Clarence Greene and_ Russell 
Rouse, who sisned a_ production 
deal with the Columbia Pictures 
subsid last December. 

Parkson says it would like to 
keep “Girl,” which belongs to CBS. 
by moving with it to enother slot | 
next fall | 

Cash & Garry 

There's still lots ef loot waiting 
to be picked up on sponsorship of | 
the Tuesday night Garry Moore 
show on CBS-TV, despite the pull- 
out of Revlon. (Latter is moving 
into Thursday night alternating 
with “Playhouse 90” with its 
bundle of 90-minute specials.) 

Moore will still have Pittsburgh 
Glass and Kellogg riding with him 
and for the alternate-week half- 
hour vacated by Revlon there are 
four clients waiting in line. These | 
are S. C. Johnson, Armour. White- | 
hall and Polaroid. CBS still hasn’t 
decided which one it will be. | 


BERLE: ‘WHO, ME?’ 





Philly Says He Took Swipe at City 
But Comedian Takes Exception 





Philadelphia, May 5. 

The City Representative’s office 
protested over Milton Berle’s 
cracks on a recent program involv- 
ing Princess Grace and her opera- 
tion. 

The comedian replied from Hol- 
lywood. ‘I'm happy to realize we 
have so vigorous and articulate a 
watchdog as yourself on the alert 
for possible insults to the city. Ac- 
tually I doubt I have insulted any- 
one. In fact, my mail indicates 
that many Philadelphians were de- 
lighted with the mention I made 
of their city. 

“A number of great cities in 
our land have adopted the methods 
employed by numerous corpora- 
tions in never ceasing efforts to 
have tv personalities mention them 
on the air. Every mention they 
feel is a generous publicity puff 
I sincerely felt that mentioning 
Philadelphia in a harmless joke 
was one way of saying ‘He:lo’ to 
my friends there.” 


Schism Widens 
In NBC-NABET 
Tape Deadlock 


Late yesterday (Tues.), NEC 
was reported’y prepared to 
send a telegram to the office 
of the National Assn. of Broad- 
cast Employees & Technicians 
declaring that the network 
considered the remaining two 
years of the network’s techni- 
cal contract abrogated and 
that NBC would be willing to 
sit down and renegotiate the 
entire contract which hitherto 
bound the two warring fac- 
tions. 

Accompanying this declara- 
tion, qualified sources indicat- 
ed, were to be separate wires 
to each of the NABET rank- 
and-filers who worked for 
NBC. It will tell them that 
they may return to work at the 
“same wage structure” in ef- 
fect 10 days ago, when first the 
hassle over foreign-made tape 
jurisdiction flared. 








NBC and the National Assn. of 
B-oadcast Employees & Techni- 
cians, after nine days of strike, are 
still unable to reach agreement as 
to the reach of the union's juris- 
diction—whether it includes pro- 
grams taped abroad by the net- 
work. Mediation meeting between 
the two warring groups broke up 
Monday (5) after NABET gave up 
some of its original demands, 
which were nonetheless “totally 
ugaccepiable” to the NBC nego- 
tiators. 

Yesterday (Tues.), union de- 
clared that it was withdrawing ail 
its proposals, including its latest 
ones. A NABET spokesman said 

(Continued on page 35) 


‘DOBIE GILLIS’ SRO, 
PILLSBURY SIGNS 


Another sellout sign has been 
| hung up at CBS-TV for one of its 
| fall entries. It wrapped up Pills- 
bury Mills as an alternate spon- 
sor of its new “Many Loves of Do- 
bie Gillis” series. 

Previously Marlboro 
alternate week sponsor. 

Series is produced by 


signed as 


| Hickman is in the title role. 


PM's Split Tab On 
NBC-TV’s Loretta, 


‘Troubleshooter 


Philip Morris, one of the last 
cigaret bankrollers to make its 
major network video deals for next 
season, has finally come to terms 
with NBC-TV. Sponsor has bought 
two alternate-week half-hours, one 
Thursdays at 10:30 for ‘“Trouble- 
shooter” and the Loretta Young 
stanza for Sundays at 10. 

As it turned out, it was a com- 
promise arrangement. PM did not 
want the 10:30 slot; it was too late 
in the evening for the cigaret com- 
pany’s tastes, but when NBC, 
through a previous fluke, was able 
to offer Miss Young at 10 on Sun- 
days. PM came across with the 
split deal. (Miss Young was origi- 
nally to go Wednesday nights for 
Procter & Gamble, but she ob- 
jected to her new time slot and 
NBC, which now owns her stanza, 
moved the half-hour anthology she 
fronts back to her traditional Sun- 
day time.) 

Web is still open for a’sale of 
the other half of both ‘“Trouble- 
shooter,” which was brought to the 
network by PM, and Miss Young's 
anthology. 

For several weeks, PM has been 
having its troubles with ‘“Trouble- 
shooter.” First, the sponsor ordered 
Thursdays at 8:30 on CBS. When 





Martin | : 
Manulis and will be slotted Tues-| Prevent broadcasters from being 


| days from 8:30 to 9 p.m. Dwayne | 


Sen. Vance Hartke (Ind.) no 
(Tues.) to amend Section 315 of 


date on a “bona fide” radio or 


Second major portion of the 


or Vice President of the United 





| 
} 
| 
| 


CBS & NBC: ‘Cheers for Hartke’ 


Washington, May 5. 
sooner introduced a bill today 
the Federal Communications Act 


than it was heartily embraced by both Frank Stanton of CBS and 
Robert W. Sarnoff of NBC. The solon proposed a rule hereinafter 
exempting from Section 315 any 


appearance by a political candi- 
tv newscast, news documentary, 


panel discussion, debate or similar program. 


new bill in the Senate it would 
forced to make equal time avail- 


able to obscure or fringe candidates for the effices of President 


States or to any fringe nominee. 


Tied to the Hartke bill was a proposal for still further relief to 
broadcasters, this time from actions of defamation or libe! aris- 


ing out of use by candidates of ‘radio-tv facilities under Section 
315. This would serve, as CBS prexy Stanton pointed out shortly 


after the bill was announced, to “ 


casters now face, caused by the 


censor a candidate’s presentation, 


resolve the dilemma which broad- 
fact that a broadcaster may not 
yet is required to provide fa- 


cilities to (him) and so may be subject to actions for defamation 


for reason’s beyond (his) control 


Stanton hailed the bill “an important step forward,” and NBC 


chairman Sarnoff called 


it a “constructive effort to remove the 


shackles from American broadcasters in the coverage of political 


news.” NBC expressed its 


“wholehearted support” of the Hartke 


proposal, which is now before the Senate Interstate & Foreign 


Commerce Committee. 








ae 





NJ. Pharmacists Join in Protest 


Over TV-AM Distorted Drug Pitches 


CBS rejected the show, ABC gave | 


PM 9:30 Mondays. That slot, too, 


was lost, when ABC prexy Oliver , 
Treyz decided to”put three back- | 


to-back hour shows in the Monday 
lineup, obviating ,any half-hour 
orders such as PM’s. 


Peter Lind Hayes As 
ABC’s Late Nite Answer 
To NBC’s Jack Paar? 


Having moved pretty rapidly up 
the scale on prime time sales, 
ABC-TV is now contemplating en- 
try into the post-11 p.m. slot next 
season for the first time. Network 
has discussed with Peter Lind 
Hayes, erstwhile ABC daytime per- 
former, about his doing a latenight 
show opposite NBC-TV’s Jack 
Paar, and the performer has given 
his okay 





Hence, at the moment, ABC is 
left with the problems 
mining the extent of station clear- 
ance and bankroller acceptance of 
a second latenight network show. 
Neither of these problems are 
slight, but the web figures there’s 
enough latenight lucre le/t to make 
it worth a try 

Exact amount of time for the 
proposed latenight strip would de- 
pend on the degree of acceptability 
to affils and sponsors. 











Cuba Protests 





CBS-TV Show 


If matters get worse at CBS-TV, staffers may have a food famine 
on their hands. First it was the cutoff of borscht from Russia as a 


result of the web’s presentation 


of “The Plot to Kill Stalin” and 


last Sunday (3) it looked as if there would be no sugar in CBS- 


TV’s coffee because of Stuart Novins’ 


cast. 
The Cuban ambassador to the 


“Is Cuba Going Red?” tele- 


UN and his counterpart in Wash- 


ington protested the CBS-TV film report which charged that Cuba 


was “a totalitarian dictatorship 


and is rapidly becoming a Com- 


munist beachhead in the Caribbean.” There was talk of demanding 


equal time to reply to Novins’ 


charges. The CBS newsman had 


spent two months in Cuba investigating conditions. 


Shortly after the film report 


went on the air, more than 100 


men, women and children with picket signs appeared at 485 Madi- 
son Ave., to protest the telecast. 
Hunting In Cuba,” “Cuba Is 

marched in front of the building 


Not 


Their placards read:-“CBS Witch 
Pro-Communist,” ete. They 
for 25 minutes and then departed. 


of deter- | 


|hour package 





Brewers Tap Handley 
For ‘Summer on Ice’ 


Alan Handley is set to produce 
and direct the U. S. Brewers’ 
Foundation special, “Summer on 
Ice,” over NBC-TV Monday, June 
1 from 10 to 11 p.m 

Show will feature the entire 
company of Ice Capades, Tony 
Randall, Tab Hunter and a girl 
singer, not yet chosen. 

Handley will pretape “Summer 
on Ice” on the Coast May 22. 


ABC's Gotta Yen 


For Hemingway, 
Aaron & Zousmer 


ABC-TV program chieftains 
have been talking to John Aaron 
and Jesse Zousmer on a new half- 
which would take 
up (via tape) and on a globe- 
roaming basis, where their “Per- 
son to Person” left off. The crea- 
tors and producers of “P to P”, 
who recently relinquished their 
reins on the CBS show as an after- 
math of the Ed Myrrow checkout, 
have put their newest entry in the 
hands of MCA ; 

Whether or not ABC acquires 
the package depends on a lot of 
factors. For one thing, there’s the 
NABET rhubarb and the union's 
demand for global jurisdiction on 
taped shows overseas. (ABC, like 
NBC, is a NABET shop.) Whether 
this throws a monkey wrench into 
the plan depends on how the NBC 
hassle is adjudica‘ed. 

Then there's the desire to ac- 
quire the services of Ernest Hem- 
ingway aS a roaming moderator- 
emcee for the show in which 
Hemingway would meet up with 
world-famous personalities or ven- 
ture into bizarre, unusual and off- 
the-beaten-track areas. Heming- 
way’s availability has yet to be 
resolved. 


JIMMY DEAN AXED; 
SET DRAMATIC SHOW 


| A dramatic show is set to go into 
the CBS-TV daytime spot to be 
vacated by Jimmy Dean. Dean’s 
daytimer from 2 to 2:30 pm 
across-the-board is slated to be 
‘bumped in June or July. Program 
apparently never quite got off the 
ground with any ratings of conse- 
quence despite a flurry of adver- 








* New Jersey's druggists may soon 


join the currentrumble of profes- 
sional criticism being leveled at tv 
and radio drug commercials 

A detailed report scoring broad- 
cast drug pitches for alleged dis- 
tortions and deceptions has been 
readied by the N. J. Pharmaceuti- 
cal Assn. Report is based on more 
than a year’s monitoring of tv and 
radio by a special committee of 14 
Association trustees. Committee- 
men watchdogged the airwaves, 
setting down time, station, product 
and, where possible, verbatim text 
on suspect pitches. 
| Association president Frank Pin- 
chak says his group is currently 
negotiating with federal Congres- 
| sional investigators on an airing of 
| the report in the near future. 

Originally the association was 
working with Rep. John A. Blatnik 
D., Minn.) and his Legal & Mone- 
tary Affairs subcommittee, which, 
until early this year, was probing 
cigaret, toothpaste and reducing 
aids commercials. Blataik fur- 
nished the association with a reel 
of subpoaned commercials for 
closeup inspection. - 

Recently the Boston Assn. of Re- 
tail Druggists cited “heartless 
huckstering by tv pitchmen” in an 
; appeal to the Massachusetts State 
| Legislature for drastic tightening 
|of regulations concerning the sale 
of patent medicines. And Rutgers 
| U. pharmacy professor Dr. Morton 
J. Rodman, a longtime critic of 
drug advertising, recently told the 
}annual New Jersey State Health 
Conference that tv commercials 
foster accidental poisonings of 
| children by appealing to their taste 
| for sweets. 


NBC Sets Some 


' 


Summer Fillers 


NBC-TV has set a number of 
summer replacement shows headed 
| up by “Who Pays?” a panel pro- 
| gram in the Thursday 8 to 8:30 
}p.m. slot on Thursday starting 
| June 25. Program will have Mike 
Wallace as the emcee with a panel 
; consisting of Celeste Holm, Gene 
|Klavan and possibly Sir Cedric 
| Hardwicke. From May 14 until 
| June 18, the spot will be occupied 
by “Too Young to Go Steady.” 

In the Friday night lineup from 
9:30 to 10 p.m., starting July 3 will 
be a Western anthology repeat 
series as yet untitled. This will be 
the “Thin Man” replacement. 

Summer replacement for the 
Ernie Ford show on Thursdays 
from 9:30 to 10 p.m., starting July 
2, will be the Al Simon produced 
film series, ‘21 Beacon Street.” 








tisers and considerable promotional | 


hoopla. 

Oscar Katz, veep in 
daytime programs, had great ex- 
pectations for the Dean program 
but adjacent shows managed to 
pull larger ratings and it is Katz's 
| thinking that the replacement fare, 
a serial, may draw larger audience 
| response, 


charge of 


NABRT ELECTS DIRECTORS 
Hollywood, May 5. 
National Assn. for Better Radio 
and Television has elected four 
new directors and 10 incumbents, 
all for three-year terms. New di- 
rectors are James V. Bennett, E. G. 
Krauss, Judge Frank J. Kronen- 
| berg and Dr. Hilde L. Moss, 
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Nice Work If You Can Get It 


Jerry Lewis will be picking up some $500,000 from NBC-TV 


this season for five shows that never even got on 
commitments since the 
series last season (although in that instance ABC 


of the costliest 


the air. It’s one 
Frank Sinatra ABC-TV 
may still recoup 


its loss through its interest in Sinatra’s feature pix ventures). 
All told, Lewis was signed for six specials, with the comedian’s 
own take at $100,000 per show, play or no play. Only one was spon- 


sored—by Timex (after Oldsmobile had pulled out). 
was unable to.sell the remainder and the shows never 


The network 
got on, but 


Lewis (through his York Productions) collects as per contract. 


Dean Martin has done a lot better on the sponsor front, 


but he 


was only pacted for a couple of shows. 








Perry Loses His Ace in the Hole, 
Goody Taking Writers to Revlon 


Not only has Goodman 
moved out of the Roncom-NBC-TV 
picture for next season, but he’s 
taking his longtime writing aides, 
George Foster and Jay Burton, 
with him for the upcoming CBS-TV 
series of Revlon 60 and 90-minute 
specials. Loss of Ace and the en- 
tire.pldline Perry Como scribbler 
department, puts Kraft, Como’s 
new $25,000,000 tv sponsor in the 
position of having to line up some 
writer replacements relatively 
soon 

And Kraft's 
Thompson. 
search 


J. Walter 
energetic 


agency, 
is on an 
for a new | 
the Wednesday 
NBC-TV 

JWT savs that 
Co. but that they 
essential part” of the Rancom five- 
year deal Nonetheless when the 
Como pact was signed some weeks 
ago, JWT was under the impres- 
sion that Ace would ride indefin- 
fiely with the Como show, and 
both the agency and its sponsor, 
Kraft, wanted his services very 
much 

Now with the confirmed loss of 
Ace, Foster, Burton and also Mort 
Green, who is with Revlon as its 
tv director, Kraft is 
doing a slow burn 

Incidentally, it doesn't look very 
promising at the moment that Rev- 
Ion will be able to get the live 
video services of Marlene Dietrich. 
Reason is not clear, but the veter- 
an film star has not been listed, 
despite the original reports about 
her participation, in the upcoming 
specials being produced by Ace. 
Unofficially, it looks as though the 


Como stanza on 


wanted Ace & 
“never were an 


it 


lineup will be Dick Shawn and 
Esther Williams, with topline hon- 
ors going to the latter 





Chevalier's Paris 
Show for CBS-AM 


CBS Radio is prepping an hour- 
long special from Paris this fall 
with Maurice Chevalier in the lead 


It will be bankrolled by Chese- 
brough-Pond’s Inc. No exact date 
is set, but it’s planned for mid- 


September 

Howard G. Barnes, veep of CBS 
Radio programming, planed _ to 
Paris this week, to finalize ar- 
rangements. He was accompanied 
by Bill Jacobson, who will script 
the show. 

Special will be tagged “Holiday 
With Chevalier” and also will pre- 
sent Michel Le Grand, Chevalier 
protege, doing special background 
music and conducting 48-piece or- 
chestra and 12-voiced chorus. 

Barnes is also negotiating for ad- 
ditional talent including Jacqueline 
Francois, Sascha Distel and Les 
Compagnons des Chansons. 

J. Walter Thompson is agency 
for sponsor, with Bart McHugh 
overseeing program. 


To Tell the Truth’ 





In Shift to Thurs. 


“To Tell the Truth” is moving 
next season to a new time slot— 
Thursdays at 7:30 on CBS-TV— 
with Toni and Carter picking up 
the half-hour tab. 

Program, which 
Tuesdays at 8:30 for 
Marlboro, is expected to have es- 
sentially the same panel. 





Ace + 


ne of writers for | 


reportedly | 


is now on CBS} 
Carter and. 


To See Or Not to See 


In one of those oddities, 
yesterday's (Tues.) Wall Street 
Journal (N.Y. edition) ran a 
CBS-1TV ad  0»plugging “to- 
night's” Old Vic’s production of 
“Hamlet.” The Shakespearean 
program was presented Feb. 
24. 

The wrong plate was picked 
up—the display should have 
been for last night’s preem of 
*Peck's Bad Girl.” The daily’s 
Washington and Chicago edi- 
tions, however, ran the 
iy __“Peck's s” ac A. 





NBC's ‘Challenge’ 
Two-Sponsor Buy; 
Fibber's Clients 


NBC-TV 
number 





this week on a 
. sales and other- 


moved 
of fronts 
wise, to crystallize its program 
schedule for '59-'60. A major hypo 
was the pacting of R. J. Reynolds 
and Chemstrand as-co-sponsors of 
a new Ziv entry, “The Challenge” 

(title will be changed) for the Sat- 
urday night 8:30 to 9 period, thus 
swelling the network's coffers by 
$5,000,000 in time-program billings. 

Originally slated for the Satur- 
|; day period was “Johnny Staccato” 

also for hecrustiie but this will be 
| shifted to Thursdays 8:30. ‘“Chal- 
lenge” characterized as an ad- 
venture serics treating with prep- 
arations for into space. 
Series. will George Nader 
(ex-“Ellery Queen” 

NBC-TV has also decided 
split Sunday night 6 to 9 down the 
middie wiih two half-hour shows 
now going into the time. “Restless | 
Gun” will go into the 8 o'clock 
period; into 8:30 will go the new 
Barbara Stanwyck which 
Was originally designed for Satur- 
day night until P. Lorillard de- 
cided to pull out. Neither of the 
Sunday entries has been sold as 
yet. 

The “Fibber & Molly” 
been sold to Singer and General 
Foods. There's been a change in 
the scheduling of the show It’s 
now set for Tuesdays at 8:30 in- 
stead of Friday at 8. No show has 
been selected as yet for the Fri- 
day time. 


ZENITH’S WHOPPING 
IST QUARTER PROFIT 


Chicago, May 5 
Zenith Radio Corp. again has 
racked up a record quarterly profit, 
hitting a new first period high of 


1s 


iorays 


star 


to 


series 





$3,323,891 or $3.37 per share in the 
three months ended March this 
year. So reported prexy Hugh 
|Roberston last week. New mark 


represents an increase of 63°O over 
| the profit recorded in the same 
| quarter last year and 101° for the 
| Same period in 1957. 

Consolidated sales also set a new 
first quarter record for Zenith at 
$59,220,776, a gain of 40° over 
ithe first quarter in 1958. 


show has | 





| 


CRAZIER BY THE HOUR 





COME BLUEPRINTS Godfrey Lung Cancer Impact On 


AND BLACKOUTS Nation; Downgrades Ciggie Stocks; 
CBS Protects Itself by Insurance 


By GEORGE ROSEN | 
Any resemblance to a tv network | 
schedule as blueprinted in the 


spring and what gets on the air 
comes September and the new sea- 
son, is purely coincidental. Par- 
ticularly where the full-hour shows 
are concerned., 

Take, as an illustration, what's 
been happening since February, 
the start of the early selling sea- 
son for '59-’60. Already practically 
half of the hour shows originally 
projected for the new season have 
been knocked out of the box and 
it’s a safe bet that the pre-planning | 
casualty list will increase long be- | 
fore the curtain goes up on the 


| new semester. 


Normally the program schedules 
are set after the pilots come in and 
the networks have a chance to 
evaluate them. But in planning for 


| ’59-'60 everything has become ab- 


}normal. The networks, in their 
| anxiety to boast about the new 
season's schedule, have been buy- 
ing up the hour shows like mad 


| off, 


| Siepmann—are now 


not only long before the pilot is in 
but even before the initial scripts 
have been drafted. On this basis 
something like 15 full-hour s! 
were inserted into the tentative 
three-network schedules 

But during March and April, as 
pilots and scripts started rolling 
strange things have been hap- 
pening. One after another the 
“locked-in” shows have been going 
out the window. Some, of course 
will stay put, by virtue of definite 
sponsor commitments, even though 
they've yet to see the first pilot 
But there are still sponsorless 
others to which the networks are 
clinging, still hopeful that the pilot 
will be satisfactory. If not, out 
they'll go, too. (Unlike the 60-min- 
ute entries, the half-hour shows are 
seldom scheduled by the webs un- 
there are definite sponsor 
orders. But even in this area there 
has been a change-of-heart, with 
the networks walking away from 
them.) 

“Trace Hunter,” the MCA-pack- 
aged hour entry designed for Sun- 
day 7 to 8 on NBC-TV, has come 
and gone. So, too, has the MGM- 
TV-packaged “Jeopardy,” which 
was slated for Saturday night 9:30 
to 10:30 exposure on NBC. “Bat 
Masterson” was ordered as an ex- 
panded hour entry for NBC, but 
this a'so has been concelled in 
favor of a continued 30-minute 
series under Sealtest sponsorship. 
ABC-TV was all hot for a full-hour 
“Fat Man” series Wednesday night 
9 to 10, but this, too, has been 
dumped. 

Pending arrival of the pilots, 
there’s a big question mark hover- 

(Continued on inued on page 36) 
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Recalls Boscia’s Death 


Ironic is the fact that Mike 
Boscia, Arthur Godfrey's first 
CBS-TV_ fulltime publicity 


man and confidante, died of 


cancer stariing in a lung. Bos- 
cia’s survivors were his wife 
and nine children and God- 
frey, without any fanfare, has 
since been aiding the fanuly 
in financial ways. 

Godfrey underwent an op- 


eration for cancer of the lung 
on Thursday (30) at the Hark- 
ness Pavilion of Columbia- 
Presbyterian Medical Center in 
N. Y¥. He has been doing 
“very satisfactorily,” say the 
medicos. 








‘Untouchables 
To ABC Touches 
Off Fireworks 


ABC-TV has bought from Desilu 


an hourlong series called “The 
Untouchables,” a gangster yarn 
costing the web $110,000 a week 
and based on the “Westinghouse- 
Yesilu Playhouse” two-part entry 
Purchase created hard feeling be- 

een Desilu. and CBS-TV, on 
which “Playhouse” appears, and it 
augurs some traumatic experiences 
for ABC-TV and many of its clients 
for next season before that net- 
vork can permanently slot the 
show in its already rather full 
sponsor) schedule 

ABC has three alternatives for 
placing the show in 1959-60, all 


of them frought with the dangers 
of phrenetic last minute jockeying 
previously slotted shows and 
snonsors. Network has been mul- 


‘ 
0 


ling the Tuesday 9:30-10:30 slot, 
which would mean removal of 
“Philip Marlowe,” for Brown & 


Williamson, and the Alcoa spon- 
sored 10 p.m. telecast. This possi- 
bility has already met with strong 
resistance from Ted Bates, agency 
for B&W. But the network has 
also considered time slots on Sun- 


day and Thursday. Sunday would 
involve the 9-9:30 complex, in 
which several half-hour sponsors 


have been involved in bidding for 

the time, and since it appears to 

be less firm than the Tuesday biz, 
(Continued on page 36) 


Sunday's ‘Ghetto Boys’ 
Hit A Penthouse Stride 


Three metaphysicians of the 
megacycles — Gilbert Seldes 
Davidson Taylor and Charles A 


the country’s 
foremost social-science-probers 
(but-in-spades) of the popular arts 
of the multitudes on an academic 


| mortar board level. 


polysyllabic 


Seldes is the most recent of the 
probers in the com- 


| munications dodge to land a posh 


post in teaching and research in 
radio, tv and other mass media 
Last week he was named director 
of the recently-created Annenberg 
School of Communications at the 
Univ. of Pennsylvania. Communi- 
cations arts will be taught on a 
graduate level and Seldes hurls 
himself into the project this 
month, although classes won't ac- 
tually begin until September 
Workshop-seminar type of teach- 
ing rather than standard lecture 
method will prevail. Annenberg 


| School will get under way with 30 


students and some media em- 
ployees who'll get Annenberg Fel- 
lowships. 

Prexy Gaylord P. Harnwell of | 


the Univ. of Pennsylvania, and 
Walter H. Annenberg, founder of 
the school, said plans were under 
way to build a communications 
structure on the campus. School is 
to be constructed and its initial 
operating funds underwritten from 
two private foundations headed by 
Annenberg, who is an alumnus of 
the University and editor and pub- 
lisher of the Philadelphia Inquirer 
and prexy of Triangle Publications 
Inc 

Seldes academic hall assignment 
is the second cushy preceportial 
job that’s. gone to a _ radio-tv- 
oriented individual in the past two 


weeks. Taylor, a former NBC veep 
in charge of pubaffairs ad before 


that a CBS exec, was named di- 
rector of the soon-to-be opened 
multi-million dollar Art Center of 
Columbia Univ. This vast project 
will take in the study of drama, 
radio, tv, fine arts, architecture on 
both university and post-graduate 
level. Interestingly, Seldes, as a 
consultant, in the Annenberg 
school setup, had recommended 


(Continued on page 38) 
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By JO RANSON 


CBS, in a forward-looking move, 
more than 10 years ago purchased 
a big bundle of insurance to ward 
off any severe billing losses on the 
person of Arthur Godfrey. The 
web realized at that time that its 
biggest piece of talent and money 
grosser might conceivably meet up 
with a physical illness of major 
proportion and took all possible 
steps to protect its most valuable 
piece of performing property. 

Godfrey, who underwent an op- 
eration in Columbia-Presbyterian 
Medical Center, N. Y., last Thurs- 
day (30) for the removal of a 
malignant tumor in his left lung, 
was reportedly bringing into CBS’ 
coffers move than $18,000,000 in 
annual billings at the peak of his 


career. During his haleyon days 
on the webs he was doing a Wed- 
nesday night variety hour, a Mon- 
day night talent scout show, an 
across-the-board 90-minute radio 
affair and a five-day-a-week 60- 
minute tv production. The net re- 
sult was that Godfrey's hold on 
both CBS viewers and listeners 


produced 
sors eaget 
gospel of 


a steady lineup of spon- 
to have him spread the 
their products. Gradu- 
ally, there was a lessening of in- 
terest in the Godtrey programs but 
hasty programming blood transfu- 
sions soon rekindled both sponsor 
and viewer interest as reflected in 
the rating surveys 

In 1958, for example, Godfrey's 
radio-tv billings were in the region 
of $12,000,000 indeed no sum to 
sneeze at in the annals of broad- 
casting. Approximately $9,000,000 
of this revenue came from his 
video appeasances and $3,.000.000 
from his radio shows. It will take, 
of course, a long time for CBS to 
obtain such billings again with any 
other performers in the Godfrey 
segments on the air and it is said 
that the web's insurance for his 
period of disability may well 
prove one of the wisest pieces of 
investment on the biggest bread- 
winner in the CBS family of per- 
formers, 


Ss 


Physicians who operated on God- 
frey’s cancer said that his con- 
valescence period should be about 

(Continued on page 40) 


Carlin Exits EPI 
For His Own Setup 


Steve Carlin is checking out of 
the Harry Fleischman-helmed En- 
tertainment Productions Inc. pack- 
aging house to set up his own out- 
fit. He has been huddling with 
Oscar Katz, CBS-TV daytime pro- 
gram chieftain, on some possible 
fall entries. Carlin sold his 30°) 
plus for a fancy capital gain 

EPI is the former Louis G. 
Cowan setup which changed title 
and ownership when Cowan shifted 
to CBS four years ago as a v.p. and 





more latterly as prexy of the tv 
network. Carlin was brought into 
the shop by Cowan six years ago 
from RCA Victor. Couple years 
back, when EPI was at its height, 
with “$64.000 Question,” “$64,000 
Challenge” and a flock of other 


entries, the company was earning 
in the neighborhood of $1,000,000 
a year, with Carlin as exec pro- 
ducer and an officer sharihg on a 
“> basis. EPI is now down to a 
single tv entry—‘Top Deter.’ 


Libby Into Bourbon St.’ 


“Bourbon Street Beat,” the War- 
ner Bros. 60-minute series slated 
by ABC-TV for a 1959-1960 berth 
at 8:30 Mondays, is now two-thirds 
sold. Libby, Owens, Ford took a 
third of the show this week. 

This follows the recent P. Lorii- 
lard purchase of the first third of 
the cops-and-robbers stanza. 
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TV Revenue Hike for 59 Pegged = 
At 17% With Radio Biz Up 2.59, 


+ 


FRISCO CHOSEN FOR 
WBC CONFERENCE 


San Francisco, May 5. 
Third Westinghouse conference 
on local publie service program- 
ming will be held on Stanford U 
campus, near suburban Palo Alto, 
Sept. 21-23. WBC owns and oper- 





Washington May 5. 

The 1959 broadcasting story: 
television revenues up 7.2% rad‘o 
revenues up 2.5% 

This is the way the National As- 
sociation of Broadcatters estimates 
the year will turn out, based on the 
annual financial survey of first--| 
quarter business conducted Charles 
H. Tower, NAB Department of 
Broadcast Personnel and Econom- 
ics manager 

He surveyed 733 radio stations 


and 195 tv outlets to get the fig- ates KPIX, Frisco. 

ures. Networks weren't included. wpe President Donald H. Mc- 
Of the 733 radio stations fore- | Gannon said purpose of shift from 

casting their ‘59 total broadcast 


: East to West was “to achieve great- 
revenue (based on business in the ey participation by leading public 
first three months), 57.6% predict- 
ed an increase, 12.4% a decrease 
and 30°e no change. 

Among the 195 tv stations, 84° 


States, whose numbers at our 
earlier (Boston and _ Baltimore 
meetings were held down because 


saw more dollars than 58, 4.4 | of the travel distance.” 
less and 11.6% no change. P : ; 
For both racéio and tv, the '59 McGannon said topics not cov- 


ered at earlier conferences were 
being programmed for the Stan- 
ford meeting, but didn’t say what 
these were. WBC Vicepresident 
Richard M. Pack is heading group 
planning the conference, with 
Stanley T. Donner, Stanford's di- 
jrector of radio-tv, coordinating 
plans at university level. 


ABC-TV Renews 


Truman Dickers 
For ‘Historicals 


forecasts were higher percentages 
than developed between ’58 and 
"07. Last year, tv revenues, for 
the same stations, were 3.5° over 
the year before; for radio, last 
year’s increase was 2° above °57 
for the stations questioned. 

All nine categor.es of radio sta- 
tions, divided into the population 
of the markets, predicted more | 
revenue this year. Most optimistic | 
category wes those radio siations | 
serving markets of between 1,000,- 
000 and 2.509,000 which look for the 
gross to be kited 68°. The fore- 
cast for radio staiions in markets 
with more than 2.500,000 was a 
4.4°% boost. 

Other increases expected in ra- 
dio, by market-size categories, are: 





500,600-1,000,000, 65°; 250,000- | 
500,000, 2.4%;  100,000-250,000; 
2.5°°; 50,000-100,000, 3.7°°; 25,000- ABC-TV is again dickering an 


50,000, 3.7%, 10,000-25,000, 2.6%; 
and under 10,000, 2.5°%. 

Television stat.ons serving the 
smallest market expect the largest 
59 jump in business, according to 
NAB’s survey. Thosé serving 25,- 
000 or less people esiimated 10.1°¢ 
more business. 

In the other five tv categories, 
all looking for higher reyenue this 
year, the increases are: 1,000,000 
or more people, 9.7%; 500,000-1,- 
000,000, 4.9%;  250,000-500,000, 
8.3°%; 100,000-250,000, 6.0% an 


historical film series with Harry 
Truman as the “dramatic narra- 
tor.” First discussed two years ago 
with the former President of the 
United States, then falling into a 
state of suspended animation, the 
web and Truman recently revived 
the talks on a Truman two or 
three-parter and a decision is ex- 
pected within the next two weeks 
to a month, according to network 
25,000-100,000, 8.6%. sources. 

| Some ABC’ers say it looks good 

for a network-underwritten public 

| affairs stanza on film. It would be 


Aides of Buckley :t-s:s-m.2 5, "2 
Join Met Exodus 


Technical details, including the 
nature of the specials ‘probably 90- 
| minutes in length) and the financ- 
ing arrangement (no sponsors), 
have been fairly well pinned down, 
but it has been stated that there 





Richard Buckley and most of 
his principal exponents have final- 


ly made official their departure is still the problem of whether 
from Metropolitan Broadcasting | Truman, in addition to all his other 
Corp. John Jaeger, who ran | burdens, is in fact willing to un- 


WNEW Radio, N. Y., when Buckley | dertake a tv show, even one dealing 


was the boss of the broadcast | jn history, a subject known to be 
chain which owns it, has also left | dear to the ex-President. 
and so has the station’s financial | 


service broadcasters in the Western | 


'MAPES TO ROLL ON 


SCHINDLER SERIES 


New tv series based on the true 
cases of Raymond C. Schindler, the 
private-eye, is going into produc- 
tion soon under aegis of H. Pier- 
son Mapes’ Creative Merchandising 
Co. 

Stories will be partially based on 
the bestselling book, “‘The Complete 
Detective,” by Rupert Hughes, 
which contains many of Schindler’s 
outstanding cases. Schindler was 
active in tracking down espionage 
agents during World War II. 

Mapes, former v.p. and tv head 
of Hutchins agency, has worked 
out a deal with the Schindler Bu- 
reau of Investigation to adapt the 
cases to tv. 


Chi Cancels Telecast 
Of Local Emmy Awards; 
Coast Bows Out, Too 


Chicago, May 5. 
Telecast of the Chicago Emmy 
awards tomorrow (‘Wed.) was can- 
celled at the 11th hour because the 
local chapter of the Academy of 
Television Arts and Sciences did 
not want to involve its membership 
in the NABET strike at NBC. Pro- 
gram was to have been carried by 
the local NBC o&0 WNBQ, imme- 
diately following the national 
presentations. Chi awards will be 
made, nevertheless, at an Academy 
banquet in the Sheraton Hotel. 
Meister Brau Beer, which was to 
have picked up the $5,000 tab took 
a rain cheek, promising to under- 
write another at as program when 
strike is settled. 








Obstacles on Coast 
Hollywood, May 5. 
For the first time since 1951 
there will be no recognition of lo- 


cal shows for Emmy awards. 


Committee of station managers 
sought to work out an awards ar- 
rangement but cou!dn’t overcome 
obstacles and abandoned the proj- 
ect. 





Geo. Schaefer Expands 


George Schaefer, who less than 
a month ago formed his own com- 
pany called Compass Productions, 
is replacing Mildred Freed Alberg 
as the production head of “Hall- 
mark Hall of Fame.” Schaefer is 
moving in with his entire produc- 
tion outfit to handle the specials 
on NBC-TV in the 1959-’60 season. 

Edward Sullivan, who has ankled 
the Detroit office of Campbell- 
Ewaid, the ad agency, becomes a 
Compass sales veepee, and Robert 
Hartung, working from now on via 
Compass, stays as the Hallmark as- 
sociate producer. 





Durham, N.H.—Alton S. Hotaling 
Jr., has been named production 
manager for WENH, Channel 11, 
New Hampshire's educational tele- 
vision station here. Hotaling was 
formerly producer-director at 
KUON, educational tv station in 


' Lincoln, Neb. 





officer Mel Stack. Added to the 
list of departing execs is Hal 
Moore, station’s program chief. 
Buckley, who had approximately 
$360,000-worth of contract still to 
run, was given $60,000 to settle 





Ohio State Radio-TV Awards 





before the 1961 expiration date. 
Plus that, the former 10% owner 
in Metropolitan got over $2,225,000 
for his shares in the chain. 

With Buckley and Jaeger and 
Stack gone, Met prexy John Kluge 
has upped John vy. B. Sullivan, 
WNEW Radio sales boss, to the 
general managership of the outlet. 

Besides this change, Kluge has 
ordered that the bookkeeping ar- | 


Columbus, May 5. 

Ohio State Awards, sponsored 
| by the Institute for Education by 
| Radio-TV, will be revealed tomor- 
row (Wed.) at the 23rd American 
Exhibition of Educational Radio- 
TV Programs. Awards and respec- 
tive categories follow: 

Radio—Class 8. Primary School 


( = j al): 
Fangements of WNEW-TV ana | Brosdrart (Grou I! Region: 
WNEW Radio be joined under Stories.” CBC ° Toronto: First 


Richard Geismar, the Met chain’s 
financial topper. Previously, ac- | 
cording to a spokesman for Met, 
the two stations kept their books 
separately even though they were 
in the same market and under the | 
same overall command. 

Buckley and Jaeger, a longtime 
team, are on the search for station 
properties, outside the N. Y. area. 


Award, “Tell Me a Story.” Minne- 
apolis Public Schools and KTIS, 
Minneapolis; Honorable Mention, 
“Old Tales and News,” Minnesota 
School of Air and KUOM, Univer- 
sity of Minnesota. (Group III— 
| Local): First Awa.d, “The Wishing 
Well,” Newark (New Jersey) Board 
of Education and WBGO-FM, New- 
ark. 

Radio—Class 9. Intermediate 
School Broadcasts (Group I—Na- 
tional): First Award, “The Re- 
turn of Nanna-Bijou,” Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp.; (Group II— 
Regional): First Award, “How Does 
: Your Story Grow,” British Colum- 
February, has declared a divvy| bia Department of Education and 
of 35% on its ordinary stock. | Canadian Broadcasting Corp.; Hon- 

Net profit of the company before | orable Mention, “Fun in Science,” 
taxation was over $2,200,000. Minneapolis Public Schools and! 


TWW’S DIVVY 
London, May 5. 
TWW, the commercial tv com- 
pany which opera‘es in Wales and 
the West of England, and which 
became a public company last 





KTIS, Minneapolis; (Group II— 
Local): First Award, “What’s 
News,” Philadelphia Public 
Schools, Temple University and 
WFIL, Philadelphia; Honorable | 


Mention, “The Open Door,” Dade 
County Schools and WTHS-FM, 
Miami, Florida. 

Radio—Class 10, Secondary 
School Broadcasts (Group I—Na- 
tional): Honorable Mention, ‘Music 
in the Making,” Canadian Broad- 


casting Corp.; ‘Group Il—Region- | 


al)): First Award, “Seience Survey,” 
New York City Board of Education 
and WNYE, New York; First 
Award, “Footsteps of the Free,” 
Wisconsin School of the Air and 
WHA, University of Wisconsin; 
Honorable Mention, “Our Canadian 


Bookshelf,” Canadian Broadcasting | 


Corp., Toronto (Regional Network); 
Honorable Mention, “Meet Mr. 
Shakespeare,” New York City 
Board of Education and WNYE, 
New York; Honorable Mention, “Le 
Quart D’Heure Francaise,” Mani- 
toba Department of Education and 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp.; 
(Group III—Local): First Award, 
“It's Your World,” Indiana Uni- 


versity; Honorable Mention, “Tales 
of the Yet to Come,” Newark (New 


(Continued on page 38) 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Walter Slezak of the Broadway comedy, “The 

CBS-TV's “Sam Levenson Show” today (Wed.) at 10:30 a.m. 
Dave Drisecll, WCBS Radio news director, is seeking a newscaster 
who owns an a'rplane . Richard Morgan Jr., former program di- 
rector cf WHYE, Roanoke, Va., is latest addition to WCBS Radio 
directorial staff assigned to Dick Shepard and Lee Jordan programs 
.. . Robert Gewald opening new offices in field of talent repping. He 
was formerly director of tv-radio for National Artists Corp. and with 

Y&R. Bern Bennett and Warren Sweeney subbing for vacationing 
WCBS Radio newscaster Gay Avery . Sherman Adler, midwest 
director of client relations for CBS-TV Spot Sales, joins CBS Radio 
as account exec . Harry Wismer has joined Pert L. Coleman As- 
sociates as veep in charge of sports and specic] events. Coleman As- 
sociates, producers of tv commercials, news films, etc., plan to enter 
tv packaging of sports shows . . . Dave Garroway’s “Today” was 
chosen as winner of an Albert Lasker Medical Journalism Award 
| for its medical reporting during °58 in tv field . . . CBS-TV’s “Camera 
Three” for Sunday, May 17, will have Mony [almes of Comedie 
Francaise in the drama “Mme., Recamier” Merle Brown, for- 
merly of Y&R’s casting department has joined Adams & Leigh As- 
sociates assistant in latter’s tv commercial department where 
she'll specialize in children talent. 

James Thurber stories have been adapted for a tv script, “Cristo- 
bel,” to be presented on “Goodyear Theatre” June 8 over NBC-TV. 
Principal character is a black poodle .. John Butler choreographing 
a special two-minute pas de deux for his ballet cancers in “Dance Into 
| Death” episode of “Ellery Queen” May 15... Arthur Hailey’s “Diary 
of a Nurse” will be produced on CBS-TV’s “Playhouse 90” tomorrow 
}(Thurs.). Hailey’s new novel, “The Final Diagnos’s,” published by 
Doubleday, will be a Literary Guild selection for October . .. Mary 
Lou Forster featured on NBC Radio’s “Eternal Light” in repeat of 
same seript she played in 1955, “Walt Whitman and I”. . . Steve Al- 
len returned yesterday (Tues.) from trip to the Coast. He was complet- 
ing arrangements for his new house in Royal Oaks ... Anne Blyth 
makes her telefilm debut on “Wagon Train” June 24... Ethel Waters 
exchanges songs and patter with Ernie Ferd on the May 14 “Ford 
Show” over NBC-TV ... Fred Robbins’ guests this week on his MBS 
“Assignment Hollywood” show are Anthony Quinn, Maureen O’Hara, 
William Holden, Connie Towers and John Wayne .. . Robert Q. Lewis, 
|subbing for Arthur Godfrey on CBS Radio, has put Bill Gammie, 
| Charles S!ocum and Tony Webster on his writing staff . .. Michael 
J. Minahan becomes ABC-TV director of production operations, was 
formerly administrative officer and assistant to the network prexy 
... ABC-TV promotion copywriter Fred Warshofsky appearing in July 
Coronet via his yarn “The Hapless Highwayman” WMCA was joined 
by another Gotham radio indie, WOV, in solic'ting contributions for 
a reward for information leading to capture and conviction of the 

men who kidnapped Negro prisoner Mack Parker a week-and-a-half 
ago; WMCA has put up $5,000 and, to help, WOV is broadcasting spe- 
cial record made by WMCA topper Nathan Siraus .. . Selvin Denne- 
|}son, WWRL sales chief, to Mexico to arrange exchange of Latino pro- 

gramming with outlets down there ... Comic Billy Sands and singer 

Alan Chester into “American Jewish Caravan of Stars” Sunday (10) 
over WMGM ... James C. Hirsch became director of national sales 
'for Television Bureau last week 

John M. Borghese, former radio-tv director of Magna Corp., has been 
made veep of Continental Public Relations . . . Sheldon Leonard, pro- 
ducer of CBS-TV’s “Danny Thomas Show,” has returned to Coast after 
Gotham vist . Patty McCormack, co-starring in CBS-TV’s “Peck’s 
Bad Girl,” arrived in New York for week’s visit and interviews... 
Gail Patrick Jackson, exec producer of CBS-TV’s “Perry Mason,” in New 
York for week's stay ... NBC News and correspondent Robert McCormick 

received an award from Assn. on American Indian Affairs for “The 

American Stranger.” Organization also patted on the back NBC News 

producer Reuven Frank and cameramen Thomas Priestly and William 
Birch .. . Frank Egan, in charge of D. P. Brother & Co.'s Gotham of- 
fice, upped to senior veep. Egan is handling tv for all agency’s ac- 

counts and is also client supervisor for Oldsmobile’s tv shows . . 
Bertram Berman, CBS-TV director of daytime program development, 
off to Hollywood on biz trip . . . Presten Sturges and Oscar Hammer- 
stein set for CBS-TV “Last Word” Sunday (10) .. . Carol Lawrence to 
|appear with Maurice Evans on upcoming CBS-TV “U.S. Steel Hour” 
June 17... Larry LeSueur, CBS newsman, in Pittsburgh Friday (1) 
addressed Foreign Policy Assn. gathering on Berlin crisis. 

Ronnie Welsh will return to his role as Bob Hughes on CBS’ “As 
the World Turns” tomorrow (Thurs.) after a brief vacation... Army 
football, for the second consecutive season, will be broadcast on WOR 
Radio, N.Y., this fall Read H. Wight joins WPAT, Paterson, 
as director of client relations. He had been a v.p. in charge of radio 
and tv for the J. M. Mathes Agency . . . Following his television ap- 
pearance April 26 on the Ed Sullivan show the impresario gave Henny 
Youngman five dates for next season, open at moment but to be sched- 
uled later. Sullivan has been working close with Youngman, acting as 
material editor for his adaptation to the show . . . The Edgar Kobaks 
left May 1 for a month's holiday in Italy and England .. . Oscar Brand 
did two university concerts in Calfornia and returns to Gotham in 
ltwo weeks to finish a film for Gulf Oil and another for Hamilton 
| Watches ... Paul Tripp of WCBS-TV’s “On the Carousel” reelected 
to Board of Governors of the Academy of TV Arts and Sciences for an- 
other two-year term. Other newly-elected board members are Sam 
Levenson and Betty Furness (actors and actresses); Rebert Markell 
and Robert J. Wade (artistic personnel); James Starbuck and John 
Wray (directors and choreographers); Hubbell Robinson Jr. and Thomas 
W. Mocre (execs); Walter Cronkite and Mike Wallace ‘emcees, hosts 
and newscasters); Harry Sosnik and Glenn Osser (iausicians); Bill 
Baird and E‘leen Barton (performers); Herbert Brodkin and Tripp 
(producers); O. Tamburri and Daniel Franks (technicians) and Robert 
Alan Aurthur and Jacqueline Babbin (writers) .. . Alan Schneider 
named director of “Secret of Freedom,” Archibald MacLeish’s play 
scheduled for fall production on NBC-TV . . . Marian Carr set for 
roles in “My True Story” on WRCA today (Wed.) and “Let’s Listen to 
a Story” on WMCA Sunday (10). 


EIN HOLLYWOOD... 


ABC’s Oliver Treyz astounded the noonday diners at the Brown 
Derby by having three phones going at once. Calls were from N.Y., 
| Chicago and Cincinnati. They called him, he didn't call them. He 
| claims 11 back-up orders for Sunday night at 9 . . . Max Factor’s ad 
| chief, Nelson Gross, bought 17 hours on KTTV to telev'se the Miss 
| Universe contest at Long Beach in July .. . One of Perry Como’s spon- 
| sors may become a Lawrence Welk Wednesday night underwriter next 
| season. Deal was ineepted when an analysis showed that Welk’s 26.2 
| (Saturday night) was the highest sponsor identification rating of 102 
| shows sampled ... Art Rush starts his 20th year as Roy Regers’ man- 
| ager with nothing to prove it but a handshake .. . Columbia Square 
| lobby of KNX-CBS has been transformed into more exhibits than a 
'town hall. Now an ice skating rink, it next becomes a science fair with 


(Continued on page 34) 
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WHERE'S ‘TV IMAGE’ WALLOP? 








TV: A ‘Nouveau Riche Snob’ 


“Television today is a robot without a heart. 
“Devoid of flesh and blood, it operates only on those Madison 


Ave. monster 
age selling. 


cogs: 


research motivation, 


sex transference, im- 


‘All this has wiped away from the tv sets that good, old fashioned 
quality known as SINCERITY. As a result, human beings are out 


of style!” 


These were the fighting words of Virginia Graham, 
“when God and Madison Ave. 
told the AWRT femme broadcasters at last week's N.Y 


radio-tv commentator 


New York 
she 
conclave. 


permit,” 


Rolling up her sleeves, and sprinkling her attack with earthiness, 
Miss Graham let television have it—right in its grey-flanneled 


groin. 


“TV is a nouveau riche snob,” 


she said, “which has turned its 


back on human beings, but women in particular. No longer does 


the Indian hold the title of the 
who are.’ 


aati American—it’s women 


The reason? The agencies live in a wax museum. They conduct 
their research in the ‘ “backwoods” of the cities and never reach out 


to the county grassroots. 


“I am bored at tv today,” yawned Miss Graham, 


“and I am bored 


at a fiat-chested 20-year-old girl telling me how to use a cedar mop, 
because I know their ankles couldn't get things done.” 

Miss Graham wants to see some real she-women on the screens. 
Even if they need a Swedish milk diet, she figures they'll be a lot 
more convincing at telling why they use FAB, why we're in a 
helluva shape in Berlin, why the kids catch cold without enough 


vitamins, and just why. 
Miss Graham's fighting spirit 
Valentino,” 


(“We haven't been so sent since 


one veteran said) brought rousing applause from her 


audience of AWRT delegates. Only her two fellow panelists, from 
BBD&O and Television Bureau of Advertising. looked a little pale. 


FCC’s 4 to 3 Split Tips What's 
On Tap on Option Time Issue 





Washington, May 5. 

Close division within the Federal 
Communications Commission on 
the thorny option time issue is re- 
flected in one effort (just brought 
to light) to wash the FCC’s hands 
of the problem altogether. That ef- 
fort lost 4-3. 

Minutes were published Monday 

4) of FCC’s recent meeting, in 
which the commission majority in- 
stituted rule-making, with com- 
ments due by June 22, to cut 30 
minutes off option time, eliminate 
straddle time and make other re- 
visions. 

At that time the minutes reveal, 
Commissionere Robert T. Bartley 
moved that the FCC toss away all 
rules affecting option time, thereby 
claiming no authority over the 
practice. Result would have been 
to leave issue in the hands of net- 

works and the Justice Dept.’s Anti- 
trust Division. Besides Bartley, 
Commissioners Rosel Hyde and 
Frederick Ford voted for the mo- 
tion. 

What shapes to be the most 
encyclopedic study of television 
network programming got under 
way this week with a warning that 
the power over program selection 
may be over-concentrated in the 
webs. 

Statement was made Monday (4) 
by Harold G. Cowgill, chief of Fed- 
eral Communications Commission's 
Broadcast Bureau, which is direct- 
ing the inquiry. 

In his opening statement, he de- 
scribed as “ill founded” fears the 
Government will step in to dictate 
what it should offer the public. 

Cowgill then declared: “The 
danger, if there be one, may be 

(Continued on page 36) 


Martha Rountree 
Gab Strip on WOR 


In a further expansion of {ts 
news department, WOR Radio, 
N. Y., has signed Martha Rountree 
to broadcast a daily (Monday-thru- 
Friday) program from Washington. 

Program also is being syndicated 
nationally starting Monday (18), 
the same day the show debuts on 
the RKO Teleradio N. Y. flagship. 
Program will be aired from 3:15 to 
4 p.m. on WOR. Produced by Miss 
Rountree and Lucy Jarvis, show 
will feature top personalities in 
the news and _ behind-the-scenes 
appraisals. 





Femme newscaster also will be | 


utilized by the station for special | 
newscasis. She will operate out of | 


(Continued on page 62) 
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A. 


Chi’s Kup Runneth Over 


Chicago, May 5. 

Irv Kupcinet’s “At Random,” 
post-midnight conversation open- 
ender, is now nearly SRO after 
three months on the air. While the 
show has an indefinite running 
time, sometimes lasting until 4 
a.m., WBBM-TV has put only the 
first two hours up for sale and has 
been selling between 10 and 12 
blurbs per show. Spots are being 
sold at the special rate of $425 a 
minute, less discounts. 

Ratings have been excellent for 
an after midnight opus, usually 
averaging around 10 on ARB for 
the first two hours. 

As longtime gossiper for the Chi- 
cago Sun-Times, Kup is able to 
snare for the stanza some of the 
top visiting personalities in show 
biz, politics, science and the arts. 


Ed Murrow In 
Double-Barrelled 
Brit. TV Nipups 


London, May 5. 

Ed Murrow pulled off the cat- 
among-pigeons double of the year, 
so far as Britain's concerned, with 
two tv interviews last week. There 
was that Siobhan McKenna “Small 
World” statement criticizing Prime 
Minister Harold Macmillan which 
caused Brian Faulkner, Chief Whip 
of the Northern Ireland Govern- 
ment, to resign his membership of 
the BBC’s Advisory Council follow- | 
ing BBC-TV’s airing of the pro- 
gram on April 25. And there was 
the chat with Field-Marshal Lord 
Montgomery. 

The British networks jumped to | 
it where the latter was concerned 
Following the U. S. airing of the 
interview on Tuesday (28), Associ- 
ated-Rediffusion, the London area 
weekday web, whose controller of 
programs John McMillan is in New 
York, arranged for the film to be 
flown over in time for transmission 
countrywide at 11 p.m. on Wednes- 
day (29). Seeing and hearing 
Montgomery direct caused some 
measure of press revision of inter- 
| pretation, but not much: the gen- 
|eral condemnation of the Field- 
Marshal’s views on Ike, NATO et 
| al. stood, and stands. 

Sequel to the Siobhan McKenna 
business has been that BBC-TV 








canceHed the skedded airing on 
(Continued on page 36) 


FILE 1ST REPORT 
BUT TIP LITTLE 


By ART WOODSTONE 


Nine-man “tv image” committee 
made its final recommendations 
last week to the 14-man tv board 
of the National Assn. of Broadcast- | 
ers. In turn, the board will soon 
hand the recommendations, in de- 
velopment since the NAB conclave 
a month ago in Chicago, to a sec- 
ond committee, composed of five | 
men from the board itself. 

The panel, named by NAB prexy 
Harold Fellows, consists of Clair 
R. McCollough, WGAL-TV, Lan- 
caster. Pa., chairman; C. Howard 
Lane, KOIN-TV, Portland, Ore.; 
Dwight W. Martin, WASH-1V, 
Baton Rouge; G. Richard Shafto, 
WIS-TV, Columbia, S.C., and Wil- 
lard E. Walbridge, KTRI-TV, Hous- 
ton. They have been given in- 
dividual assignments covering all 
aspects of the p.r. program and 
plan to bring their findings to- 
gether at a meeting June 2 in New 
York. 

Meantime, several things have 
been disclosed — unofficially, of 
course, since all the committees in- 
volved in the uplift of tv’s public 
image are remaining mum until 
after the five-man committee fin- 
ishes refining the proposed pro- 
gram. 

The official statement released 
after the nine-man committee 
handed over its proposals charac- 
terized the nature but did not give 
specifics. When boiled down, the 
nine-man committee was simply 
reaching for that mental state 
wherein “all elements of the 
American public (have) a greater 
understanding of television’s ob- 
ligation and desire to serve the in- 
terests of all segments of the 
American audience.” 

Urge ‘Info Office’ 

However, it was learned that the 
image committee, after discussing 
and then rejecting several more 
costly arrangements, one of which 
was for the network to turn over 
some prime time for pubaffairs 
programs, finally recommended a 
fulltime “information office.” This 
information office would have as a 
corollary a public relations office 
(or officer) who would try to in- 
form all segments of the public 
(the committee cailed them “the 
publics which should be reached”) 
with information on tv industry 
activities, its nature and its poten- | 
tial. 

Initially, when this information 
office was discussed, the idea was 
tentatively put forth that it re- 
quired the energies and know how 
of a man in the national limelight 
who might be worth as much as 
$100,000 a year. This was taken as 
a sign of just how imperative the 
participants considered a program 
of longrange uplift, as first pro- 
posed by NBC board chairman 
Robert Sarnoff a month back in 
Chicago. 

Since then, though, while the 
sense of the imperative evidently 














still remains, the nine-man com- 
mittee confronted by several po- 
; tential financial obstacles, have 
| lowered their sights slightly. In- 
stead of the $1,000,000 annual | 
budget initially proposed for the 
| new office, the image committee 
, Suggested far less in the way of a 
| budget. Just how much less was 
not made clear in any of the re- 
ports emanating from the meeting | 
|room, but they have ranged from 


Desilu Playhouse (Untouchables) 


Ann Sothern (CBS) 
Danny Thomas (CBS) 
Wagon Train (NBC) .......... 
Father Knows Best (CBS) 
Guasmoke (CBS) ce i Se 
Have Gun, Will Travel (CBS) 
Peter Gunn (NBC) 
Rifleman (ABC) 


et Peeesee** ons 





| National 
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At the Movies (Sid Caesar) (NBC) 


'AWRTs Tufty Taffy for Industry, 
Femme B casters Hurl a Challenge 





Bouquets 

A resolution saluting VARIE- 
TY’s news coverage of women 
in radio and television was 
unanimously adopted by the 
final convention session of 
American Women in Radio & 
Television Sunday. 

The resolution stated that 
“AWRT salutes the efforts of 
Elizabeth Carpenter of VARIETY 
to focus attention on women 
in radio and television.” 

In another resolution, AWRT 
hailed CBS for adding women 
to its panel show, “Face the 
Nation.” The no-women ban 
of “Face” was lifted several 
months ago. 

Informed of the resolution, 
“Face” producer Ted Ayers 
commented in Washington: “I 
am honored.” 


+ 


By LIZ CARPENTER 


Messrs. Daly, Huntley, Murrow, 
et al better look to their mikes! 

The “girls” in the industry flexed 
their news-gathering muscles last 
week, elected a top combined news- 
paper-and-radio prexy, and pro- 
duced a survey to show that wom- 
en broadcasters are here to stay, 
thank you. 

Winding up their eighth annual 
convention at the Waldorf-Astoria, 
Esther Van Wagoner Tufty, veter- 
|an White House Correspondent and 
|commentator of both radio and tv, 
| became president-elect to serve a 
| year in this capacity with Nena Ba- 
denoch before taking over the 
| gavel at the 1960 convention in 
Cleveland. 

The “Duchess,” as this buxom, 
blonde Brunehilde is known, is the 
| first president to head both a na- 
tional newspaper and radio & tv 











Lorillard Miffed, 


Backs Away From. 


Stanwyck Series 


Miffed at the alleged runaround 
it’s been getting the last several 
days, P. Lorillard has decided to 
back away from the Barbara Stan- 
wyck telefilm anthology being un- 
derwritten by NBC-TV. Sponsor 
declared that since the network 
would not clear either 8:30 or 9 
p.m. on Saturday for the show, the 
cigaret bankroller was “relinquish- 
ing any claims we have to either 
time or the program.” 

First, NBC and Lorillard talked 
of 8:30 for the Stanwyck skein. 
Wher that didn’t prove feasible, 
web offered up 9-9:30 tentatively. 
Meantime, Liggett & Myers and 
Bristol-Myers got in with a bid for 


9 p.m., but refused the Stanwyck 
show 
These Saturday night shenani- 


gans constituted one of the bigger 
mysteries in a selling season loaded 
with mysteries, and this week 
Lorillard made it official. Even af- 
ter the Lorillard downbeat procla- 
mation, NBC still maintained that 
Lorillard had claim to the telefilm 
package 

Lorillard was going to buy half 
of it, with the money it was spend- 
ing this season on “Masquerade 
Party.” Lorillard said that despite 
its Stanwyck differences with the 
network, it would continue spon- 
soring “Arthur Murray Party,” 
Tuesdays at 9 on NBC. 


’ . 
Hope’s Special Emmy 
; Hollywood, May 5. 
Presentation of a special trus- 
tees’ award to Bob Hope by the 
Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences on tomorrow's 
(Wed.) Emmy Awards program 
over NBC was announced by Acad- 
emy prexy Harry Ackerman. 
Award is for “bringing the great 
gift of laughter to all peoples of | 
all nations; for selflessly entertain- | 
ing American troops throughout | 
the world for many years; and for 
making television finer by these | 





| deeds, and by the consistently high | idea by George 


quality of his television programs 
through the years.” 








Arbitron's Top 10 


(April 27-May 3) 


(CBS) 


ae aioe 27.4 


. 23.8 


organizations. She was president 
|of the Women’s National Press 
|Club several years before being 
| elected to head AWRT. 

| Her career on the news scene has 
included everything from flying the 
Berlin airlift atop 10 tons of coal, 
impersonating FDR at a women's 
gridiron party at the White House, 
to hop-scotching the world for 
headlines-'n-the-making. The pro- 
gram manager of the old Atlantic 
Coast Network, Ben Larsen, first 
bottled un this buovance in 1941 
and served it in a “Tufty Topics” 
news and interview show daily over 
WWDC. Todeav she heads her own 
news bureau, and appears on NBC's 
“Ask Washington.” 

Tufty is one of the 375 broad- 
casters who belong to AWRT’s far- 
flung membership of 2,000. A new 
AWRT survey proves this is a 
growing segment 

The poll brought 181 answers 
which show that the composiie 
woman broadcaster today is a vet- 
eran of 10 and a half years in the 
industry who spends one-third of 
her time on tv and two-thirds on 
radio, five days a week for a 30- 
minute show on a variety of sub- 
jects from food, facts, to fashion 

“We are very pleased with the 
heartening results of this survey.” 
president Nena Badenoch said. 
“They show we have a group of 
seasoned women who are increas- 
ing their entrance into the news 
field.” 

Aside from the survey of broad- 
casters, AWRT took time out to 
hail the eforts of National Associ- 
ation of Broadcasters’ Harold Fel- 
lows and WSDU’s Bob Swezey for 
their aid in canvassing 4,000 radio 
stations to see how many women 
are on the payrolls. There are 
9,000. 
| Other new officers elected are 
| five directors-at-large: Lucile Bush, 
| consumer education director of 
S. C. Johnson Co., Racine, Wis.; 

(Continued on page 62) 


CBS-TV to Roll 
On ‘Law Breakers’ 


CBS-TV isn't losing anytime in 
its preparation of “The Law 
Breakers.” new series based on an 
Ellis, vet crime re- 
porter and tv film writer, and 
| Lester Gottlieb, web's director of 
program development. 

Taping of first show gets under- 
way next month with John House- 
man producing the series. Audition 
show will be “John Dillinger: A 
Year to Kili.” 

Houseman also has lined up a 
| batch of other properties which he 
| hopes to have ready as soon as the 
| web gives the word. Other shows 
| Houseman has in mind are “Char- 
les Ponzi, King of Con Men,” 
“Dutch Schultz, Millions for Pen- 
| nies,” “Gerald Chapman, the $100,- 
000 Man,” “Brink’s Robbery, Heist 
of the Century” and “The Urschel 

Kidnapping.” 

Houseman insists these shows 
will be devoid of fictional touches. 
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When the Russians march on May Day, vault into space, test us in Berlin or meet with us at 
Geneva, every American is thrust into the picture. An understanding of how and why is essen- 
tial for all who believe that the strongest armor of a free nation is an informed citizenry. 

Momentous events are impending in May. To place them in full perspective, NBC is pre- 
senting month-long news and information programming on a scale unprecedented in television. 
Scheduled in the evening and the daytime, on weekdays and Sundays, these programs will 
offer every American a vivid insight into the forces and events that are shaping his future. 

Emphasis on news is traditional with NBC. Each week, 54 hours of television news pro- 
grams—more than on any other network—are presented by the world-wide staff and facilities 
of NBC News, the largest news organization in broadcasting and the winner, so far this year, 
of 16 major awards for excellence of coverage and commentary. 


This is one of the ways in which NBC practices its basic philosophy: totality of program 


service... rewarding television for every program taste, and for every public necessity. 
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TO WHOM IT MUST CONCERN! KEEP 
THIS LIST NEAR YOUR TV SET. NO ALERT 
AMERICAN CAN AFFORD TO SAY AFTER THE 
FACT: “IF ?D ONLY KNOWN IT WAS ON, 
I'D HAVE WATCHED JT!” 


FIRST MEN INTO SPACE —PART | (MAY 3, 6:30-7:00 PM.) An ex- 
clusive two-part documentary, filmed at Wright Air 
Development Center, on how the U.S. tested its first 
seven astronauts physically and psychologically for 
survival in outer space. 





PRIMER ON GENEVA (MAY 3, 7:30-8:00 P.M.) A guide to the 
forthcoming Foreign Ministers’ meeting — possible 
prelude to the Summit—by five distinguished NBC 
newsmen: Joseph C. Harsch (London), Edwin 
Newman (Paris), John Rich (Berlin), Irving R. 
Levine (Rome), Frank Bourgholtzer (Washington). 




















Weanesday, May 6, 1959 


WHY BERLIN? (MAY 8, 8:00-9:00 P.M.) NBC News’ Chet 
Huntley pinpoints Free Berlin’s importance in the 
current world political struggle with special film that 


tells the city’s story in human as well as strategic terms. 


Live inserts will give last-minute developments on the 
eve of the Foreign Ministers’ Conference. 


FIRST MEN INTO SPACE—PART Ml (MAY 10, 6:30-7:00 P.M.) The 
conclusion of NBC’s two-part documentary on how 
the U.S. tested its first seven astronauts. 


RED CHINA... UPDATE (MAY 10, 7:00-7:30 P.M.) NBC News’ 
second Special Report on Red China. Exclusive 
films, shot behind the Bambeo Curtain, show some 
of the growing failures in the Communist regime, 
reflected in open resistance to communal nurseries 
and the desire of Chinese families to return to many 
of their traditional ways. Frank McGee is narrator. 
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GENEVA CONFERENCE REPORTS (BEGINNING MAY 11 TO THE END OF 
TWE CONFERENCE) NBC News’ special corps of corre- 
spondents (Harsch, Newman, Rich and Levine), 
supported by two camera crews, will cover the 
Geneva Conference in full. Their reports will be car- 
ried on TODAY (7:00-9:00 a.m., Monday-Friday), 
HUNTLEY-BRINKLEY REPORT (6:45-7:00 p.m., 
Monday-Friday ), inserted into other regularly sched- 
uled programs when necessary, and incorporated into 
NBC News Specials. 

OUR MAN IN THE MEDITERRANEAN (MAY 17, 5:00-6:00 P.m.) NBC 
News’ David Brinkley, in the role of observer, brings 
his distinctive journalistic style to bear on the man- 


ners and moods of Cairo, Beirut, Athens, Rome, the 
Riviera, Algiers, Granada and Cadiz. 


NOW, AND TEN YEARS FROM NOW (MAY 24, 5:00-6:00 P.M.) A look 
at the events leading up to the eventual employment 
of manned space satellites...and a glimpse at the 
exciting future. Part of the dedication of the Avco 
Research Center at Wilmington, Mass. 


MEET THE PRESS (SUNDAYS, 6:00-6:30 P.M) Penetrating ques- 
tioning of the newsmakers—still to emerge from the 
month’s breaking news—by the headline-making 
press panel that has recently interviewed such per- 
sonalities as Fidel Castro and Anastas Mikoyan. 


NBC TELEVISION NETWORK 
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Ambitious ‘Something for Everybody 
Sked on NBC-TV ‘Riverboat’ Series 





Hollywood, May 5. 

Operating under the theory that 
in television a successful show has 
to “hit the mostest” in terms of 
mass audience, Revue Productions 
and producer Jules Bricken are 
pulling all stops on the format of 
“Riverboat,” upcoming hour series 
for NBC-TV. Series is being de- 
signed with a “something for every- 
body” format that includes physi- 
cal setting and action as a draw for 
the kids and mature, adult themes 
as a draw for the maturer viewer. 

Peg for the first three stories, 


for example, are the themes of the 
mora! disintegration of an informer 
(played by Aldo Ray), marital in- 
fidelity (John Kerr and Elizabeth 
Montgomery) and story of a paci- 
fist (not cast). Bricken hopes that 
these story themes, with their ad- 
ult appeal, will leave the intelli- 
gent viewer with the feeling he’s 
seen something worthwhile, while 
the action takes care of the kids 
and less intelligent adult segment 
of the audience. 

As extra insurance, there’s prob- 
ably the costliest casting tab for 
a filmed series—Aldo Ray, Bar- 
bara Bel Geddes, Louis Hayward 
and Nancy Gates star in the first 
segment, Miss Montgomery, Kerr 
and William Bendix in the second. 
Darren McGavin and Burt Rey- 
nolds are running leads. And 
there’s the offbeat setting of the 
series—Revue decided to set it in 
the era around 1840, first time 





that’s been used for a series, open- 
ing a floodgate of new historical 
material. The river boat, inciden- 


ABC Films’ Western 
Package for Summer 


ABC Films has dug into some of | 


its anthology series and has culled | 
a western package of 15 half-hours, 
designed as summer programming 
replacements. 


Deals on the package have been 
made in eight markets, including 
KCOP, Los Angeles; KFSD, San 
Diego; KGUN-TV, Tucson; and 
KMBC, Kansas City. 

In another repackaging move, 
the web subsid is offering an addi- 
tional adventure package of 15 
half-hour episodes, culled ftom 
other series. 


N.Y. ‘Late Show's 








er 








¥ Vidpix Chatt 








James H. McCormick, manager 
of CBS Film’s Atlanta office, has 
been promoted to the post of ac- 
count supervisor in N.Y. He re- 
places Ralph M. Baruch, who be- 
comes director of international 
sales ... Bruce Eells, United Art- 
| ists Television exec v.p., to Coast 
| + « « Producer Robert Herridge to 
the Virgin Islands for a brief vaca- 
tion ... MCA TV’s “SA 7” has 
been sold to the Kroger Co., 
Atlanta, and to Falstaff Brewing, 
Los Angeles .. . Louis O. Hertz 
Jr., former animation engineer for 
UPA Pictures, is operating his 
own animation firm, the Kappa 
Co., in Atlanta . . . Telestudios had 
“open house” Monday (4) celebrat- 
ing a year’s anniversary; it was 
just about a year ago that Tele- 
studios produced the first inde- 
pendent video taped commercial 
for network television . . . Trans- 
Lux Television has racked up new 
sales on its Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica film library package. Stations 





signing include WFFA, “Dallas; 
WREX, Rockford, Ill; with re- 
newals coming from WSAU, 


Wausau, Wisc., and WISN, Milwau- 





Solo Sponsorship; 
1-Nite Innovation 


For the first time in the long his- | 


| tory of WCBS-TV’s, N. Y., “Late 


Show,” a single sponsor will take 


| over the cinematic showcase. Pick- 


ing up the tab on May 23 (Satur- 
day) will be F. M. Schaefer Brew- 
ing and the pic will be the Oscar 
winner oldie “It Happened One 


tally, is not a gambling boat or a| Night,” starring Clark Gable and 


showboat—it’s strictly 
and-passenger proposition, a fore- 


runner of the floating palaces that | fo 


came later. 

In terms of cost, it shapes up as | 
Revue’s most expensive series to} 
date. Though figures aren’t avail- | 
able, show will run upwards of | 
$135,000 per segment, at least on| 
the basis of the present 13-show} 
commitment from NBC-TV. One} 
factor is color— Bricken estimates | 
that filming the series in tint will 
ad 20° to 25° to the cost. Another | 
is the sheer physical size of the} 
production. When Revue took over 
the Universal lot. it found the hull 
of a river boat. It built two decks 
and a superstructure, along with 
a cable rig which enables it to move 
the boat 

rhen it proceeded to duplicate 
the decks on one of the stages, to 
scale, as well as build interiors. 
The interior sets include a work- 
ing engine room, built by~ Revue 
from plans of the period, including 
ty boilers, huge moving pistons 
and all the accoutrements includ- 
ing huge woodpiles. Topper is that 
Revue will blow up the boilers in 
one segment. Cost of all this is ex- 


0 


tensive, and has to be amortized 
over the entire series. If it goes 
only 13 shows, the per-show price 
will be higher. Another factor in 


the cost is that the series presently 
takes seven shooiing Gays, due pri- 
marily to the fact that the boat is 
being filmed in movement on the 
Universal backlot 
B 
Continued on page 40) 


Eliscu to Shoot 
3 Series in Spain 


Madrid, May 5. 


William K. Eliscu, producer, in 


a freight-| Claudette Colbert. 


|‘“Late Show” 
| BBD&O placed the Schaefer order, 


ricken figures the entire series | 


Title of the presentation, keyed | 
r the weekend prior to the Deco- 
ration Day holiday, will be 
“Schaefer Award Theatre.” Brew- 
ing Co. has an option to pick up 
sole sponsorship on three other 
cinematics. Price tag for time and 
programming is about $35.000 per 
cinematic, running higher for a one 
shot and a little less for the series 
of four. (Running time for “One 
Night” is 105 minutes.) 

Station policy is not to do away 


| with the multiple “Late Show” par- 


ticipation pattern encompassing a 
long list of sponsors. But an occa- 
sional single sponsorship for a 
cinematic is okay. | 


which is expected to be backed up 
by a heavy advertising campaign 
For the May 23 night, the “Late 
Show” theme of a syncopated clock 
will be replaced by a special Schae- 
fer theme. 

Interesting footnote is that Miss 
Colbert in the week of May 18, 25 
years after “One Night,” will be 
the tv hostess on the premiere pro- 
gram of the web's daytime “Wom- 
an” series. 


New Round of 13 For 
‘Championship Bridge’ 
As Network Deal Pends 


; Chicago, May 5. 
Imminence of a network sale of 





| “Championship Bridge” is prompt- 


| ing production of a skein of 13) 


}episcdes, with pasteboard author- 


association with Spanish partners, 
plans three telefilm series to be 
shot in Spain. First to roll before 
the cameras is “Arabian Nights,” 
starring Kevin Seott. Lauren Hall, 
Walter Gotell and Pan Wylde. 
Eliscu’s Spanish periners are 
CEA Studios and Jose de Vicuna 
Also coming into the deal English 


producing partners, who are John 
Sutro and Giles Gilbey. 
“Arabian Nights” project, Art 
Cooper is associaie producer, Dom- 
inic O’Reilley, scripter and Max 
Varnel, director. Other projects 


On the, 


are “The Man from Costa Brava,” | 
| added. 


a crime meller, and a series based 
on the 
Bob Capa and “Shim” of Paris 
Match, both of whom lost their 
lives covering newsbeats. 

Eliscu, along with a few other 
Principals in the project, is an 
American. He produced “O.S.S.” 


career of correspondents | 
cast of 


ity Charles Goren analyzing the 
play of the experts. Shooting be- 
gins May 19 at Colmes-Werren- 
rath studios here. 

Understood Walter Schwimmer 
Inc., which owns the contract 
bridge series, has a network deal 
99° 


firmed, with an automotive 
sponsor underwriting part of it 
Discussion reportedly has been 


centering on an early Sunday eve- 
ning slot. Show will bow in the 
fall if the network deal pans out 








WPIX Pix Buys 
Pyramid Production’s ‘Dead- 
line,” distributed by Flamingo, has 
been bkought by WPIX, N. Y 
Station, in another deal, bought 
126 Christie Comedy shorts dis- 
tributed by M & A Alexander for 
use in programming its fall lineuy 
of children’s shows. Series, made 
in the 20's, has had a sound track 


Indie also has scheduled a tele- 
the feature “Freedom.” 
produced under the auspices of 
Moral Re-Armament, dealing with 
the problems of Africa today. Tele- 
cast will be in the prime hours of 
from 8 to 10 p.m. Friday (29). 


| vertising department 
| three new appointments to newly- 


kee Independent Television 
Corp. has appointed a district man- 
ager and six new account execs. 
Bert Weiland, of Baltimore, Md., 
has been named district manager 
of the northeastern dividsion. He 
had been an account exec with 
Ziv since 1956. New account execs 
include Charles G. Pye Jr., and 
Frank Spiegelman, 
division: John A. Thayer Jr., John 
E. Howard, and James L. Dodd, 
southeastern division; and Yale 
Lasker, midwestern division . . 
National Telefilm Associates ad- 
has made 


created positions. Elliott Ames 
joins the department_as presenta- 
tion writer; Edgar Krupinski as 


business manager and William 
Weinstein as art department 
designer . . . Russell Hayden, pro- 


ducer of “26 Men,” in for confabs 
with ABC Films prexy Henry 
Plitt . . . Ben Halpern has been 
upped to promotion manager _ of 
United Artists Television. Hal- 
pern will serve as coordinating 
liaison between UA Television and 
the ad. publicity and exploitation 
departments of the parent com- 
pany. 


Mason’s $3,750,000 
Slander Suit Vs. NTA 
To Be Tried on Coast 


Los Angeles, May 5. 

James Mason's slander suit for 
$3,750,000 against National Tele- 
film Associates Inc., will be tried 
in L. A., as a result of Superior 
Judge Evelle J. Younger overrul- 
ing a demurrer which asked that 
proceedings be held in 
scene of the asserted 
tion. 

Actor brought suit against NTA 


last Oct. 15 for an alleged state- 
ment by Oliver Unger, NTA 


prexy, to the effect that in nego- 
tiations for Mason to do a tv series 
in London (“The Third Man”) he 
had demanded an escape clause 
which would have permitted him to 
leave England in the event of war. 
Mason, who said such a statement 
made him disloyal to his homeland, 
claimed matter had never been dis- 
cussed. 


KHJ-TV’s Feature Buy 


Hollywood, May 5. 
In a major six-figure pix acquisi- 





tion, KHJ-TV has purchased 38 
20th-Fox theatrical pix and eight 
RKO features of post-’50 vintage 
to hypo its feature film library. 
With the purchase of the 46 pic- 
tures, never before seen on Los 
Angeles tv, the RKO TeleRadio 
channel is now prepared for three 
more years of non-duplicated pix 
programming on its nightly cinema 


howcase, “Channel 9 Movie The- 

atre.” 

of 20th-Fox fea- 
in a “Dream 


Acquired roster 
tures included 


Package” 


1s 


pix purchased in the package, all 


for L. A. videbut, are “Calling 
Northside 777”; “Lillian Russell”; 
“The Rains Came”; and “Night- 


mare Alley.” Eight pix purchased 
from KHJ-TV'’s mother company, 
RKO, were all produced by Bene- 
i dict Bogeaus. 


northeastern | 


London, | 
slander ac- 


distributed through Na- | 
tional Telefilm Associates. Among | 


pany’s second quarter report. 


pre-’49 feature films and shorts 


produced for tv. 
Colgate has axed “Thin Man” 


Loew s $4,419,000 TV Profit 


Loew’s, Inc., earned a profit of $4,419,000 on its television opera- 
tions for the 28 weeks ended March 12, '59, according to the com- 


Gross television income for the period was put at $8,417,000, of 
which $6,005,000 was derived from the licensing of the company’s 


to tv stations. Another $2,412,000 


gross was derived for the company’s filmed series and commercials 


after a two-year run on NBC-TV. 


“Northwest Passage” is another MGM-TV casualty. 











Sterling Doctoring 


Top Silents 


For Series of 39 Half-Hour Segs 





Hildegarde’s ‘Zero-1960’ 
For Our Lady of Fatima 


Hildegarde is donating her tal- 
ents to a series of tv programs, 
“Zero—1960,” presented under the 
auspices of The Blue Army of Our 
Lady of Fatima. Thirty - minute 
shows will go to more than 100 
video outlets. 

In Gotham, with Jim Bishop, 
she interviewed Dr. Charles Malik 
of Lebanon, prexy of the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly; in Washington, 
with Ed Folliard of the Washing- 
ton Post, she quizzed Gen. Alfred 
M. Gruenther, head of the Ameri- 
| can Red Cross. Also in Washington, 
|}with John Haffert of the Blue 
Army in the U.S., she interviewed 





-|Carlos P. Romulo, Philippine Am- 


|bassador to the U.S. and Constan- 
|tin Boldyreff, expert on Russian 
| Communism. 

To date Hildegarde has done four 
| programs in the series. Series will 
|consist of 26 films. 


No Hard & Set 
Rule on Selling 
To a Rival Web 


The telefilm subsids of the net- 
works have a cross to bear. Seldom 
do they sell a show either to an- 
other network or a sponsor alring 
the skein on a competitive web. 
| For the upcoming season, NBC's 
California National Productions 
has placed “Phillip Marlow” 
ABC-TV. 








try produced by Goodson-Todman. 
Over a year ago, CBS Films 
}moved “Navy Log” to ABC-TV. 


But other than these two examples 
—both on ABC-TV—there aren't 
any others around. 

There's no official policy to go 
by, but network competition is so 
keen that one network doesn't 
want to be showcasing the product 
of another competitive web's sub- 
sid. Of the three networks, ABC- 
TV apparently is the more lenient 
in this area . 


Par’s ‘Happy Time’ TV 
Series Gives Fontaine 
Some Unhappy Moments 


Springfield, Mass. 
| Editor, Variety: 
| The April 22 issue of VaRIETy 
carries an ad by Paramount Pic- 
tures, regarding the  video-tape 
version of “The Happy Time.” 

The statement that “Happy 
Time” is “created and written by 
Samuel Taylor” is misleading, un- 
ethical, lousy and calculated to 
give me a pain in the neck 

I assume Mr. Taylor has written 
the tape series but he could not 
have done it without my consent 
since I am the creator of “The 
Happy Time” and the characters 
therein and a great many of the 
incidents in the play. 

Mr. Taylor’s Broadway adapta- 
tion of my book carried the nota- 
tion that it was based on the book 
by Robert Fontaine. I fail to see 
how anyone anywhere can create 
characters and incidents previous- 
ly created. 

I suppose Paramount will next 





| list an original series created by 
| their staff and called “Pickwick 
| Papers.” Or possibly, something 


| called “Pygmalion” based on a 
| musical called “My Fair Lady.” 
Is this a business? 
Robert Fontaine 


> 
7 


on | 
Property is a CNP en- | 


A half-hour treatment of “Birth 
of A Nation” on tv, with commen- 
tary exploring its controversial as- 
pects, is one of the ways Sterling 
| Television may use the D. W. Grif- 
| fith pic. 

Sterling acquired the tv distri- 
bution rights of “Nation” and 36 
other Griffith pix recently. Outfit, 
helmed by Saul J. Turell, also has 
acquired rights to other silents 
originally made by Biograph Co. 
and Edison Kaleidoscope Co, 

Sterling plans to have a series of 
39 half-hours, composed of “doc- 
|}tored” silents of yore, some of 
| which represent milestones in the 
| cinematic art. Sterling also plans to 
| pitch a more complete version of 
| “Nation” as a cinematic Civil War 
itv special. 
|} “Nation” has had a long history 

of controversy for its glamorized 
| depiction of the Ku Klux Klan and 
|its hostile stereotyped conception 
|of Negroes. In recent years, its 
theatrical showings in many sec- 
| tions of the country have been ac- 
| companied by picketing by the Na- 
| tional Assn. for the Advancement 
|of Colored People and Negro 
groups. 
| Turell argued that “Nation” 
| Should be shown on tv, contending 
| that film is a work of art and that 
audiences are adult enough to see 








|it as a historical piece. “I think 
| Griffith was wrong in his ap- 
proach,” Turell continued. As to 


the pic’s racial incitement possibil- 
ities, Turell said he plans the tele- 
cast with commentary, perhaps a 
representative from the NAACP to 
give the organization's position. 
Stations show pictures about Sta- 
lin, Turell argued, why shouldn't 
| they play “Nation” if a commen- 
tary puts the Griffith pic in per- 
| spective. 

In any event, Turell said that 
“Nation” was only one pic of the 
Griffith estate, bought by Killiam 
Shows Inc. for $21,000. Estate 
consisted of 36 Griffith pix and 16 
scenarios. Sterling will handle the 
tv distribution. If “Nation,” in any 
| treatment, is found unacceptable 
| by stations, it will be yanked. 
| Other silents acquired by Sterl- 

ing include, “Jekyll and Hyde,” 
starring John Barrymore, made in 
1920; Serge Eisenstein's “Alexan- 
der Nevsky,” and “Son of the 
| Sheik.” Sterling has reedited the 
silents to take out the jerky move- 
ments, adding sound, and scoring 
them. Outfit has also compiled a 
half-hour “Fun Factory” out of 
Mack Sennett footage, and a 30- 
minute “Early West,” starring all 
the old oater faves such as Tom 
Mix. All the above material and 
other footage will be used for the 
|half-hour series, keyed as ex- 


| cerpts of the cinematic art. 
| 


Victor Industries 
Enters TV Arena 


Victor Film Enterprises, with an 
initial fund of $2,000,000 for the 
purchase of feature films and 
shorts for tv, has been formed by 
Victor Industries, a company with 
diversified holdings in aluminum, 
metals and chemicals. 

Based in Greenwich, Conn., new 
firm, headed by Victor Muscat, has 
as its goal the purchase of 26 top 
features, to be leased individually 
or in packages of seven, 13 or 26 
to stations. Firm also is interested 
in purchasing packages of 100 
films that would contain short sub- 
jects, travelogs, documentaries 





and features. 

Muscat’s 
| Aluminum 
the Brown-Jordon Co, 
U.S. Can Corp. 


holdings inelude the 
and Chemical Corp., 
and the 
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WB: One Third of a Network 


Warner Bros. will have over 
ming riding on the ABC-TV web 
“30% 


$30,000,000 in telefilm program- 
next season, accounting for about 


of the network’s total week-in-week-out nighttime schedule. 


The WB star on ABC-TV shines over no less than seven series, 


with another two as possibilities. 


The seven definitely placed rep- 


resent seven hours of programming weekly. The roster includes 


“The Alaskan,” 
Street Beat,” one hour; 
Head,” (formerly 
Strip,” one hour: 


one hour weekly; 
“Bronco-Sugarfoot,”’ 
“Hawaiian Adventure’’), 
and, of course, 


“Cheyenne,” one-hour; “Bourbon 
one hour; “Diamond 
one hour; “77 Sunset 


“Maverick,” another hour entry. 


Glance at titles shows the preponderance of westerns and private 
eye mellers. Web, with its accent on product from the vidfilm sub- 
sid of the motion picture company, almost could be called a WB 


programmed web, 


taking certain liberties, 


of course. WB and 


ABC-TV have a running deal under which web gets first arack at 


all WB telefilm properties. This 


year the deal will swell the cof- 


fers of WB to about $30,000,000 for program charges. 
Two other WB properties still might land on next season's 
schedule. They are “Lawman” and “Colt 45,” two half-hour en- 


tries. 


Considered in the WB rundown were ABC-TV scheduled 


d shows 


spanning the 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. time period. Of the 21 hours week- 
ly in that period, WB will account for at least seven hours weekly, 
with the possibility of stretching the number of hours to eight 


weekly. 














Vidpix & Paperbacks Team For 
Reciprocal Deals in New Bonanza 


Telefilm producers and publish-+¢- 


ers are feeding one another with 


properties, 
The New American Library, 


which believes each medium helps 
the other, is putting out a paper- 
back Signet edition of “The Silent 
Service,” a California National 
Productions’ syndication’ entry. 
Signet -also’ publishes the Mickey 
Spillane books which, according to 
the publisher, have gained impetus 
with the buying public because of 
the MCA TV syndication entry. 


A fresh surge of interest in the) 


Raymond Chandler “Philip Mar- 
lowe” books is expected when the 
series of the same title bows on 
ABC-TV next season. “Marlowe” 
is a CNP property, produced by 
Goodson-Todman. 

CNP’s syndication series “Boots | 
and Saddles” has been brought out | 
in paperbacks by Berkley Books. | 
Doubleday will soon publish 
tory At Sea,” which now is in its 
ninth run in syndication. “Danger 
Is My Busineess,” a CNP adventure 
series, is based upon a book of the 
a name by Col. John D. Craig 

ae 

Exact measurement of this recip- 
rocal tv-publishing impact is diffi- 
cult to check, but the overlapping 
of viewers and readers, and the 
attendant publicity and promotions 
of books and video shows, are fac- 
tors which are believed of help to 
each media. 


1006 Top Prize In 
Quest for Pilots 


A “Creative Awards” contest for 
pilots, with a top prize ef $100,000, 
has been instituted by Financial 
Credit Corp., a personal loan and 
insurance outfit based in N. Y., 
which wants to expand into the 
field of telefilm and motion picture 
financing. 

The contest, now being set up, 
offers the best judged “Creative 
film” $100,000, with $30,000 and 
$20,000 going to the second and 
third best judged “creative film.” 
The judging committee will consist 
of four groups, representing busi- 
nessmen, journalists, 
agency execs and the public, with 

each grgup having one composite 
vote, according to a spokesman for 
the finance house. 

Each pilot accepted by the 
judges will receive $1,000, as well 
as being eligible for the three ma- 
jor awards. Not more than two 
pilots should be submitted on the 
same subject. 

According to a spokesman, the 
following persons at this stage have 
agreed to serve as judges: Harry 
Marienhoff, a director and an exec 
of the Automobile Assn. of. Amer- 
ica; Richard Rosenberg, one of the 
three principals of Telefilm of 


(Continued on page 40) 
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advertising 


WABC-TV’s Late Nite 
Switch to Vidpix Segs 


Since John Daly’s ABC-TV net- 
work news is quitting the 10:30 
p.m. cross-the-board anchorage, it’s 
giving the Gotham 0&0 WABC-TV | 
a chance to reschedule 10:30-11 | 
with half-hour telefilms on a four 
night a week basis ‘time out on 
Wednesdays for the fights). 

WABC-TV 10:30 lineup, begin- | 
inig May 25, will be: “Harbor Com- 
mand” on Mondays, “Behind Closed 
Doors” on Tuesdays. “Damon Run- 
yon Theatre” Thursdays and “Res- 
|cue 8” on Fridays. 

Daly,* who will tape his network 
news for showing throughout most 
of the country at 6 p.m. nightly, 
| will be seen on WABC-TV at 6:45. 











Phil Silvers Set 
For Syndication; 
Carling’s Poser : 


The “Phil Silvers Show” 
into syndication for mid-Octo- 
ber airing. ABC-TV made some 


skeins for daytime stripping, but 


found the asking price “too rich 
for our blood.”-. Instead, CBS 
Films, the web subsid, is offer- 


ing stations an initial package of 
52 half-hours. Series, which had 
been networked four years, has 
accumulated 142 episodes and it's 
anticipated that the syndication ex- 
posure will match both the ratings 
and the biz encountered by Jackie 
Gleason's “Honeymooners” when 
the latter went the city-by-city 
route. 

Throwing the Sgt. Bilko series 
into syndication, however, may 
create a serious poser, by virtue 
of the fact that the parent CBS-TV 
network had made a deal with 
Carling’s Ale for the latter to 
bankroll two Silvers’ network spe- 
cials next season. If, as is sur- 
mised, Carling has an exclusivity 
on the services of the comic, it's 
| virtually impossible to ride the 
syndication marts without benefit 
of beer coin. Breweries today rep- 
|resent one of the major chunks 
| of syndication sopnsorship coin. 


Lever Eyes ‘3d Man’ 


Lever Bros. has shown enough 
interest in National Telefilm As- 
sociates’ new half-hour series, 
“Third Man,” to be seeking a net- 
work slot for the show. 

Company asked for 9-9:30 p.m. 
Sundays on ABC-TV, but the web 
said no dice. The series, with 15 
episodes in the can, stars Michael 
Rennie, 











— 


overtures to grab the off-network | 


0-60 ENTRIES 


By MURRAY HOROWITZ 
Telefilm kingpin status for sup- 


ber of network hours falls to MCA | 
(Revue) and Warner Bros. (See 
separate story on the magnitude of 
the Warner Bros.-ABC-TV tie.) 

Runner-ups are Four Star Films, 
Screen Gems, Desilu and 20th-Fox, 
with the rest of the “outside” vid- 
film shows spread among a variety 
of indies. 

CBS, as its own producer-pack- 
ager, accounts for a hefty slice of 
programming on its own network. 
NBC has a few of its own entries 
slated for next season. ABC has 
none, discounting subsid’s ABC 
Films “Alcoa Presents.” 

As the 
ments near the finishing line, there 
are a number of telefilm houses 
(and almost countless pilots) left 
at the gate. Those failing to gain 
entries in the networks’ evening 


Telefilm Associates, 
Television Corp., Official Films, 
CBS Films and a host of smaller 
telefilmeries. (Situation may change 
before the September opening for 


batting houses, if they come 
with a sponsor on their vidfilm 
project, could alter their status.) 
The roundup is confined to the 
evening hours of the three net- 
works. Here are the winnahs, to 
| date: 

MCA TV has. nine-ad-a-half 
| hours weekly in telefilm series 
spread over the three webs. with 
the majority on NBC-TV. Series 
sold by MCA TV include: “GE 
| Theatre,” “Alfred Hitchcock Pre- 
|} sents,” “The Millionaires,” “Ray 
Milland Show,” CBS; “River Boat,” 
“Wells Fargo,” “Laramie,” “Wagon 
Train,” “Bachelor Father,” ‘‘Grou- 
cho Marx,” “M Squad,” “Johnny 
Staccato,”” NBC; “Ozzie and Har- 
riet,”” “Leave It To Beaver,” ABC 
Outfit also has “Whispering 
Smith,” NBC, which was made in 
| association with the web. 
| Warner Bros. is next in line. 
Martin Manuilus’ entry as top pro- 
duction exec at 20th-Fox has 
wrought some changes. Twentieth- 
Fox's tv subsid, which struck out 
on last season’s evening web line- 
up, has three slated for next sea- 

a They are “Dobbie Gillis,” 

“Five Fingers,’ NBC: and 
9 SO sod in Paradise,” ABC. 
| Four-Star Films has five shows 
pencilled in: “June Allyson Show,” 
|\“Zane Grey Theatre,” “Wanted 
|Dead or Alive,” CBS; “Rifleman” 
and “Captain of Detectives” (Rob- 
ert Taylor Show), ABC. 
tives” is a partnered affair with 
Robert Taylor Productions and 
Hastings Productions. 

Screen Gems, placed three new 
shows, bringing its total to six with 
the renewals. Roster includes 








Menace,” CBS; “Goodyear Alcoa,” 
NBC; “Donna Reed” and “Man 


also have reruns of the “Shirley 
(Continued on page 40) 


JERRY WARNER SERIES 
ON SAM HOUSTO 


Hollywood, May 5. 

Jerry Warner, veteran commer- | 
cial and industrial pie producer, is 
moving into the program produc- 
tion field with “Mr. Texas,” tele- 
film series based on the life of 
Sam Houston. He's tentatively set 
production of a pilot for June, and 
is presently preparing scripts on 
the property. 

New corporation will be «set up 
for the venture, in which Warner 
will be partnered with an undis- 
closed associate. His commercials 
firm, Jerry Warner & Associates, 
headquartered at General Service, 
numbers among its clients Quaker 
Oats, Colgate and American Mo- 
tors. Warner set up the company 
five-years ago after several years 
as a feature film writer-director. 








IL QVEA WEBS 


plying next season's greatest num- | 


59-60 season commit- | 


derby include MGM-TV, National | 
Independent | 


there still are shows pencilled in, | 
but as yet unsponsored. The zero- 
in 


“Detec- | 


“Father Knows Best,” “Dennis the | 








m0 Made But Only 35 Sold; Some 


May Get Off Hook Via Syndication 





é . b J . 

| Antibes’ in Tint 

| CBS Films is making its first 
plunge in color filming with 
“Man from Antibes” pilot, to be 


shot this month on location in 
Nice. 

Skein, starring Richard Alda and 
Reginald Gardner, deals with an 
art detective headquartering on the 
Riviera. Sam Gallu will produce 
CBS Films v.p. Leslie Harris will 
be going to Europe shortly to get 
the pilot rolling and to oversee the 
end of shooting on CBS Films’ 
| “Rendezvous” series in England. 


Sheen, ‘Juke Box 
Vidtape Shows In 





Sales in a total of 13 markets 
have been racked up in the first 
two syndicated video taped shows 
handled by National Telefilm Asso- 
ciates program sales division 
Shows are the “Bishop Sheen Pro- 
gram” and the hour-long “Peter 
Potter’s Juke Box Jury.” 

Number of sales is indicative of 
the slower selling pace of video 
taped shows, compared to telefilms 
at this point. Market potential 
now is about 40 markets equipped 
with video tape machinery. 

Despite the apparent slower sell- 
off. fresh taped shows are due from 
NTA’s program sales division, 
topped by Michael Sillerman. One 
factor in NTA’s tape yen is the 
programming needs of its own sta- 


tions. vrimarily WNTA-TV, New- 
ark-N.Y 
Two new taped series planned 


are a musical variety hour show, 
featuring Xavier Cugat and his or- 
chestra and Abbe Lane. The other 
is a half-hour series devoted to 
sports, featuring Me! Allen as com- 
mentator and emcee 
Currently being introed 
syndication are David Susskind’s 
“Open End,” in versions of one, 
two and three hours; and 13 new 
“Bishop Sheen Programs.” 
Following markets are telecast- 
ing “Bishoo Sheen”: WNTA-TV, 
Newark-N. Y.. KMSP-TV, Minne- 
apolis;s KTNT, Seattle-Tacoma; 
WISH-TV, Indianapolis; WWL-TV, 
New Orleans. La.; WGR-TV, Buf- 
falo; and WEWS-TV, Cleveland. 
“Juke Box Jury” is being telecast 
| by WNTA, KTTV, Los Angeles; 
WBBM-TV, Chicago: KFJZ-TV, 
Dallas; KLZ-TV, Denver; KMSP: 
| KTNT. Additionally Magnolia 
Builders bought the show for Indi- 
anapolis, Louisville and Flint. 


Another recent development in- | 
from Black Hawk,” ABC. SG will | 


volving NTA tape programs was 
ithe recent agreement between 
|WNTA-TV and WHCT, Hartford- 
New Haven, Conn., under which 
the NTA o&o stations will provide 
seven shows. Programs will be 





from WNTA to the Hartford sta- 
ition. Shows include “Alexander 

” “Henry Morgan,” 
[= Stand. ” “Mike Wallace In- 
| terview,” 
| Boa ” “Richard Willis” and “Open 
End 


NTA’s ‘International’ 
Package in 14 Marts 


Fourteen markets have inked for 
National Telefilm Associates “In- 
ternational” package of 64 features. 

Stations signing for the group 
include: WNAC, Boston; WFIL, 
Philadelphia; WNHC, New Haven- 
Hartford; KTNT, Seattle-Tacoma; 
WPST, Miami; WWL, New Or- 
leans; WISH, Indianapolis; WHYN, 
Springfield, Mass.; WLBR, Leba- 








N.Y 


13-Market Wrapup 


into 


broadcast by direct coaxial cable | 


“One | 


“Mike Wallace’s News- | 


. | nard International, 


non-Harrisburg; and WKTYV, Utica, 


Hollywood, May 5. 
Producers of pilots for the new 


tv season, and holdovers from last 
year, will run up a staggering loss 
of nearly $7,000,000. This figure 
is based on the sale of 35 shows 
from a total output of approxi- 
jmately 200, each roughly costing 


$40,000. That the loss may be alle- 
viated by later sales is a hopeful 
possibility. Most of the network 
time has been spoken for, however, 
and the syndicate market may res- 
cue some of the producers from the 
sea of red ink. 

Another possible recovery for 
}the outlay in pilots lies in their 
|use of programs suited to certain 
| anthologies The summer months 
}also hold out some hope to soften 
| the financial blow. Among the 35 
| sales there can be some doubt cast 
on whether they ever get on the 
networks. Contingency deals are 
being made a part of every con- 
tract, where prime time is not se- 
cured. Sponsor insists on this pro- 
tection because of. the juggling of 
schedules to favor the blue chip 
buyers. 


‘ 


Network schedules offer little 
solace for the raft of new programs 
produced on pure speculation. 
CBS-TV's schedule of last week 
shows 11 cancellations and the 
same number of replacements. At 


ABC-TV the percentage favors can- 
cellations over new shows, 13 to 11, 
No figures are available on NBC- 
TV. 

In the listing of new shows, com- 


mitted but many by no means 
firmed hecause of the time contin- 
gency, are “Where There Is 
Smoky.” “Blue Men,” “Diamond 
Head,” “Road With Gunther,” 
“Wichita Town,” “Moon Prote.” 
“Confessions of Willie,” “World of 


Talent,” “Troubleshooter,” “Cry 
Fraud,” “The Detective.” “Twi- 
light Zone,” “Love and Marriage.” 
“Five Fingers.”’ “Johnriy Staccato,” 
“World of Julius,” Mike Kovachs, 
“River Boat,” “Ford Variety Hour.” 
Barbara Stanwyck, “Bronco,” 


“Bourbon Street,” “Adventures in 
Paradise,” “Hennessey,” June Al- 
lyson, “Whispering Smith,” “Fib- 


ber and Molly.” “ 
“The Big Walk,” 


Philip Marlowe,” 
“Dobie Gillis,” 


“Peck’s Bad Girl,” “Laramie.” 
;“Shotgun Slade,” “Alaskans,” 
“Bonanza.” 


Few of the hour shows are com- 
pletely solid, which may result in 
their shortening to half the time 
to make room for committed shows 
and get off the hook with favored 
clients 


$4, 061 143 Net 
Loss for Guild 


Nudged along by the federal 
agency, Guild Films filed its an- 
nual report with the Securities & 
Exchange Commission, declaring 
that the syndication company hed 
a net loss of $4,061,143 in the fiscal 
year ended Nov. 31, 1958. SEC last 
week took action in the Federal 
Court to prompt Guild to give this 
}and other allegedly overdue infor- 
mation on its financial status. 

Not only did SEC take action 
against Guild, but the firm was 
slapped recently with a suit by 
Mideast Securities Corp. Situation 
is still in litigation, although Rey- 
another film 
company associated with Guild, has 
acceded to Mideast financial de- 
mands. Guild is still holding out. 


JOE HOFFMAN TO REVUE 
Hollywood, May 5. 
Joe Hoffman has joined Revue 





Productions as producer of its 
new oater teleseries, “Whispering 
Smith,” Audie Murphy siarrer 


slated to roll first week in June. 

Half-hour western is tentatively 
ticketed for a 26-week run on NBC- 
TV. 
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Producer and Host 


JACK DOUGLAS 


«.who pioneered in travel-adventure 
shows with such Emmy winning syndi- 
cated series as “I Search for Adven- 
ture”, “The Golden Voyage”...and the 
NAFBRAT award winning network 
series, “Bold Journey”, sponsored by 
Ralston-Purina. 


An entirely new concept in 


adventure...a world 
that would take more 
than a lifetime to 
see! Never-before- 
photographed rituals, 
untouched beauty, 
breath-taking 
exploits and feats! 
“Sin, Smoke and 
Singapore”, “Dead 
Sea Scrolls”, “The 
Happy Kingdom of 
Hunza”, “Strong 

Men of Persia” 

are just a few of the 
fascinating titles. 


“Seven League Boots” 
is a family-appeal 
series unlike any 

ever produced for 
television. See it... 
you'll buy it! 


GEMS, (nc. 


TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP. 
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seve ‘diffe rent markets are covered. 

In the syndicated program listings of the top ten shows, rating data such as the 
average share of audience, coupled with data as to time and day of telecasting, com 
petitive programming in the particular slot, etc., is furnished. Reason for detailing an designed to reflect the rating tastes of virtually every tv market in the U. S. 


Variety's weekly tabulation, based on ratings furnished by American Research 
Bureau, highlights the top ten network shows on a local level and offers a rating study 


VARIETY - ARB PROGRAM CHART 


exact picture of the rating performance of syndicated shows is to reflect the true rating 
strength of particular series. Various branches of the industry, ranging from media 
in der th of the top ten syndicated shows in the same particular market, This week buyers to local stations and/or advertisers to syndicators will find the charts valuable. 

Over the course of a year, ARB will tabulate 
sults of that tabulation will be found weekly in Variety. Coupled with the rating per- 
formance of the top ten network shows on the local level, the VARIETY-ARB charts are 


a minimum of 150 markets. The re- 





BIRMINGHAM 


STATIONS: WBRC, WAPI. 








TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 





RK. PROG RAM—D: AY—TIME STA. 
1. The Millionaire ‘Wed. 8:00) WBRC 
2. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00) WBRC 
3. Ernie Ford ‘Thurs. 8:39) . WAPI 
4. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 8:30) WBRC 
5. Have Gun, Will Travel (Sat. 8:30) WBRC 
5. Red Skelton (Tues. 8:30) WBRC 
7. Wagon Train ‘Wed. 6:30) WAPI 
7. Zane Grey Theatre ‘Thurs. 8:00) WBRC 
9. Name That Tune (Mon. 6:30) WBRC 


Lassie (Sun. 6:00) 


— 
S 


WBRC 


~2 


TOP SYNDICATED PROGRAMS 


PROGRAM—DAY—TIME 


" Huc! kleberry Hound ‘Thu 6:30 
2. Highway Patrol (Sun. 9:30 

3. Superman (Tues. 6:30 

. State Trooper (Fri. 8:00 ; : 
. Sky King (Fri. 6:00) wane 


6. Silent Service (Tues. 7:00 
. Boots and Saddle (Thu 6:00 


. Special Agent ‘Thurs. 9:00 


26 Men (Fri. 9:30 


. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 9:3( 


STA. 





WAPI 
WBRC 


-. WAPI 


WAPI 


WBRC. 


WBRC 
WBRC 


WBRC 
WBRC 
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SURVEY DATES: MARCH 9-15, 1959. 

TOP COMPETITION AV. 

PROGR AM STA. RTG. 

2 L one Ranger . is WBRC 14.8 

7| D.A.’s Man ~»-. WAPI 16.5 
3}; You Are There WBRC 1 


Phil Silvers WBRC 2 
{ News; Sports; Wea 
| News; Huntley-Brinkley.WAPI 13 
George Gobel WAPI 28 
{ News; Sports; Wea 


} News: Huntley-Brinkley.WAPI 2 
You Bet Your Life WAPI 3 
{| Cavalcade of Sports 
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2. Perry Mason — 7 “s bs = Gente Giaaeer Chon 
3. I Leve Lucy (Tues. 7:00) iTV 4. Highway Patrol (Thurs 
4. Gunsmoke ‘Sat. 10:00) WTVT 5. Rescue 8 (Fri. 7 
5. I've Got A Secret ‘Wed. 9:20) WTVT 6. 26 Men (Wed. 7:00) _ 
6. Price Is Right ‘Wed. 6:30) WFLA ve Casey Jones Sun. 6 
7. Some of Manie’s Friends ‘Tues. 7:30) WFLA 8. Sky King (Sat. 6:00 
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7. Bob Hope ‘Fri. 6:00) KTSM 
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5. The Rifleman (Tues. 9:00) .. WTVC 43.1 || 5. Life of Riley ‘Fri. 7:00 

6. The Millionaire (Wed. 9:00 . WDEF 38.7 || 6. This Is Alice (Thurs. 7: 
7. Price Is Right (Wed. 8:30 WRGP 37.9 || 7. Sky King (Sat. 7:00 

8. Maverick ‘Sun. 7:30 WTVC 36.0 || 8. Highway Patrol ‘Tues 7:3 
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16. Ernie Ferd (Thurs. 9:30) WRGP 34.1 |10. Boots and Saddles 
B. AKE RSPIEL D 

1. Wagon Train (W od. 7:30). KERO 63.0 || 1. State Trooper (Mon. 9:30 
2. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30) KERO 53.6 || 2. Rescue 8 (Wed. 8:30 
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Name That Tune WDEF 2 
lo Marry A Millionaire.. WDEF ] 
8 Willis Brothers WTVC 1 
Life of Riley ... WRGP 2 
9 Wrestling WTVC 1 
5 Cheyenne .. WTVC 2 
3 San Francisco Beat WRGP bs 
2| Man Without Gun WDEF 1 
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MONTGOMERY SPEAKS HIS SAM LEVENSON SHOW MARKHAM AH, WILDERNESS |AT THE MOVIES 
MIND With Martha Raye, Nat Hiken,| With Ray Milland, Simon Scott, | (Hallmark Hall of Fame) With Sid Caeser, Art Carney, 


With Field Marshal Viscount Mont- 
gomery, Edward R. Murrow, 
Charles Collingwood 

Producers: Murrow, Fred W. 
Friendly 

Editors: Murrow, Friendly 

60 Mins., Tues. (28), 7:30 p.m, 

CBS-TV (film) 

It's not too often that the tv 
viewer is afforded a first hand view 
of the behaviour pattern of a mili- 
tary figure, particularly when it is 
the real McCoy as in the case of 
Field Marshal Viscount Mont- 
gomery. 

CBS-TV’'s full-hour presentation, 
“Montgomery Speaks His Mind,” 
with Edward R. Murrow and Charlies 
Collingwood throwing sharp ques- 
tions at Great Britain’s color- 
ful soldier in his home in Hamp- 
shire, England, was an excellent 
piece of electronic newsmaking. 

The fact that it was presented in 
prime time meant that far more 
viewers han ordinarily, were 
treated to a fascinating study of 
a highly opinionated British mili- 
tary leader. As a rule, an inter- 
viewee but such was not the case 
when Murrow and Collingwood 
descended upon “Monty.” Lord 
Montgomery didn't pull punches. 
One may not always have agreed 
with what he said but the viewer 
was nevertheless held spellbound 
by the man’s free-flowing, arresting 
opinions, pro and con, of Generals 
Eisenhower, Bradley, MacArthur, 
Marshal Zhukov and others, 

Historians will, no doubt, scan 
this CBS-TV film for some of the 
answers to the World War II cam- 

aigns dealing with Normandy 
attle strategy (Eisenhower, ac- 
cording to Montgomery, didn’t un- 
derstand it, but Bradley did); Gen. 

Bradley's handling of the forces 

in the Ardennes (“Eighty thousand 

American boys were killed or 

wounded in the Battle of the Bulge 

... that didn’t endear me to Ameri- 

can generals when what happened 

was what I saw would happen”) 
and other highly controversial 
aspects of the war against Hitler. 

Lord Montgomery criticized the 
U.S. role in leadership since the 
war (“Your leaders over there are 
people who are not awfully well’) 
and was free with suggestions for 
the Summit Conferences. (“Both 
sides must be prepared to make 
concessions to get this thing sorted 
out, and if they're not, it is no 
good going to a Summit Confer- 
ence . . . Both must give.”) 

This was the nature of his replies 
to the M&C questions and they 
were most pertinent in view of the 
upcoming top drawer diplomatic 
meetings and Montgomery’s arrival 
in Moscow to powwow in unofficial 
fashion with Kremlin bigwigs. To 
watch the Field Marshal as he sat 
at home in front of a cavalcade 
of oil paintings depicting him in 
various poses, invoked the image 
of an uninhibited, highly-com- 
manding, highly-demanding indi- 
vidual, one possessed of a brilliant, 
argumentative mind who seldom 
hesitated to mow down sacred cows 
like matchsticks. 

“Montgomery Speaks His Mind” 
was edited and produced by the 
Murrow-Friendly combé. There 
aren't too many around today with. 
such an unerring feel and sense 
of contemporary drama and history. 
Murrow is picking up his travel- 
ling knapsack with another stal- 
wart achievement on his profes- 
sional scorecard. Rans. 


—E 


TEXAS RODEO 

With Paul Crutchfield, Carl Mann, 
announcers; others 

Co-producers: L. N. Sikes, Bob 

Gray 
Director: Bob Marich 
30 Mins.,: Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
NBC-TV, from Houston (tape) 

Taped in Dayton, Tex., this ob- 
vious shortterm replacement hard- 
ly shapes up as network fare. The 
half-hour, with the exception of a 
few interludes, lacks the visual 
excitement and fanfare for good 
tv entertainment. 

Produced by the Saddlerock 
Corp., the facilities of KPRC-TV, 
Houston, are being used for the 
telecasts. The events on the 
opener included bronco saddle 
riding, barrel racine, steer wres- 
tling and bull riding. It wasn’t 
until the bull riding event that 
excitement was ensendered. (Those 
bulls looked formidable.) The 
other events were soun off quick- 
ly, with rodeo announcer Paul 
Crutchfield intoning the time. 

It would have he'ped if an at- 
tempt was made to personalize 
some of the cowpokes and per- 
formers. There was an 11-year-old 
girl riding in one of the contests; 





it would be cf interest to the 
viewer to meet her. 
Cameras missed one _ instance 


which drew some excitement from 
the crowd, leaving the tv audience 
a bit baffled for awhile. Other- 
wise the camera work and direc- 
tion by Bob Marich was okay. 
Regional show is strictly of limited 
appeal. Horo. 





guests; Tony Marvin, announcer 
Producer: Charles Andrews 
Director: Clarence Schimmel 
Writers: Ben Jolson, Andy Rooney, 

Art Baer 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 10:30 a.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
CBS-TV, from N.Y. 

Sam Levenson’s last regular tele- 
series found him following Herb 
Shriner in the latter’s long tenure 
with “Two for the Money.” 

One of the ripleys therein was 
that, although he made good as the 
quizmaster, that show was scrapped. 
This trip, Levenson is keeping the 
crossboard “Arthur Godfrey Time” 
warm until the headmaster recoups 
from his chest operation. Easy- 
going, bubbling with good humor 
and deceptively cunning with as- 
sorted cracks and badinage, the 
converted teacher seems like an 
ideal choice fer the heaviest sched- 
ule of his career. 

Because Levenson does not ever 
give the impression of being a 
“performer,” he could have a lot 
of longevity on tv. But there’s also 
no doubt that he is aware how easy 
it is to “die” in the daytime, and 
particularly the morning thereof. 
One of his cracks: that prisoners 
practically forced to watch daytime 
tv because it's “lights out” at 8 
p.m., figured it was a sort of pun- 


ishment. Such bits indicate the 
humorist’s humanity and self- 
effacement. 


Helping him dissect the ways of 
humor and wit on the opening 
show were two dissimilar experts 
—Martha Raye and Nat Hiken. If 
Miss Raye is the female Chaplin, 
Hiken is a comedy writer who 
makes good comedians look better. 
As longtime worker in the gag- 
writing vineyards (for Fred Allen, 
Miss Raye and others) and as the 
creator-scripter of Phil Silvers’ Sgt. 
Bilko, Hiken was the characteristic | 
serious citizen in trading funology | 
philosophy with Levenson and the | 
Big Mo. In the end, it was Leven- | 
son’s arialysis of the difference be- 
tween humor ard with that stacked | 
up best. An example of the cerebral 
and sometimes cruel turns that wit | 
takes: “As an outsider, what do you 
think of the human race?” 





It’s a long spring and summer | kind of Russian Kilroy, whom ithe | 


Anthony Eustrel, Arnold Moss, 
Beer, Betty Jones- 


Producers: Joseph -Sistram, War- 
ren Duff 
Director: Richard H. Bartlett 
Writer: Robert C. Dennis 
story by Joel Murcott) 
30 Mins., Sat., 10:30 p.m. 
SCHLITZ 
CBS-TV (film) 
(J. Walter Thompson) 
Mediocre though it is, or was in 
the preemer (2), “Markham” as a 


(from 


summer entry ought to give Schlitz | 


a good shake for the money, par- 
layed as it is with the CBS Satur- 
day night big guns, “Have Gun 
Will Travel” and “Gunsmoke,” and 
getting redoubtable marquee value 
from the star, Ray Milland. But 
unless future episodes are more 
distinguished than the first, or at 
least more plausible, the series fig- 
ures to be less than 2 corker in the 
fall-winter league, for which it’s 
alse slated. 

“Markham” seems to be going 
out of its way to prove it’s not a 
private eye series. Its difference in 
the gumshoe genre is that the title 
character, who calls himself 
merely an investigator, is wealthy, 
moves in diplomatic circles and 
only goes after international big 
game. Ray Milland is tailor-made 
for the role, whose requisites are 
good breeding, good looks and wit, 
and in fact he plays the part more 
as himseif than as any fictional 
Roy Markham, which may prove a 
saving grace. 

Initialer was a routine “B” 
meller full of stock situations and 
overloaded with unlikelihoods, the 
first of them being a definite im- 
pression that Markham is in the 
sleuthing game purely for kicks. 
It’s never established in the script 
that he’s hired for the case he goes 
out to solve. He seems spurred 
vague y by revenge and a sense 


of righteousness, and although no | 


attempt was made to make the mo- 
tive convincing it sufficed to bring 
on the action. 

A hero in the tradition of pulp 
fiction, smarter, stronger, and 
handier with the dames than any- 
one, Markham sets out to catch a 
legendary international killer, a 


With Helen Hayes, Lloyd Nolan, 
Burgess Meredith, Betty Field, 
Lee Kinsolving, Glenn Walken, 
Nicholas Pryor, Aina Niemela, 
Truman Smith, Robert Dowdell, 
Sybil Baker, Dolores Sutton, 
Roy Poole, Norman Fell, Abi- 
gail Kellogg. 

Producer: Mildred Freed Alberg 

Director: Robert Mulligan 

Writer: Eugene O'Neill 
Hartung, adaptation) 

96 Mins., Tues. (28), 9:30 p.m. 

| HALLMARK 

| NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Foote, Cone & Belding) 

In terms of video, Hallmark's 
presentation of “Ah, Wilderness” is 
an American tragedy. It is not 
frequent that Eugene O'Neill is 
seen on this medium, and _ this 
being his only comedy, it’s a pity 
that it wasn’t the joyous event it 
was slated to be. It is all the more 
pitiful since a competent cast was 
recruited, handsome sets were 
used, and Hallmark gave evidence 
that it spared no expense to make 
this an artistic highlight. 

The major fault in this effort 
was the extremely slow gait of the 
show which seemed to swallow up 
the shining moments of the cast. 
Helen Hayes, as the mother, pro- 
vided a few luminous bits, but her 
role was too short to lift the gen- 
eral level of the proceedings. The 
comedic efforts of Burgess Mer- 
edith as the tippling uncle, also 
seemed to rise above the general 
level of the show. Indeed there 


(Robert 


seemed to be making it, but some- 
how it never did. Another seene, 
that in which the father and son 
have their little talk was marred 
by technicardifficulties which re- 
sulted in a blank screen. It was as 
|though there was a conspiracy to 
Sve the world of the facts of 
ife. 

| Lloyd Nolan was his usual self, a 
|}competent actor, but somehow, he 
| gave nearly equal ‘values to every 
expression. Lee Kinsolving, as the 
son, lacked the perception to make 
jhis role sing. There were gener- 
|}ated some hopes that Betty Field 
|might come through, but her part 
|/was unfortunately much to brief. 
Abigail Kellogg and Dolores 








and only Godfrey is Godfrey, but | US. Government doubts exists.| Sutton also had parts that were 
this steady showcase could prove | Thanks to a couple of attractive |cameolike in the fact that they 
something that has been suspected | femmes who help him in unwitting were brief and sharp, but still 


by many all along—that the Leven- 
son type of humor has a long life | 
and wears well. Trau. 


PRIMER ON GENEVA 
With Joseph C. Harsch, John Rich, 

Irving R. Levine, Frank Bourg- 

holtzer, Martin Agronsky, Rob- 

ert McCormick, others 
Producer: Julian Goodman 
Director: Ralph H. Peterson 
30 Mins., Sun. (3), 7:20 p.m, 
NBC-TV (ive & film) 

The upcoming foreign ministers 
meeting in Ceneva and what it 
means to future peace was probed 
by five of NEC-TV’s newsmen over 
the web's facilities Sunday (3). 
Consensus was that there's little 
chance of the ministers agreeing 
on the pressing problems in Berlin 
and elsewhcre on the continent. 

Irving R. Levine, formerly the 
web’s Moscow man and now Rome, 
spoke from Geneva. He described 
the highspots c°* the city backed 
with good film clips of the “perfect 
conference city” and wrapped up 
his commentary with an incisive 
appraisal of Premier Khrushchev’'s 
objectives. John Rich came on 
trom Berlin with an interview with ! 
Mayor Wi!'y Brandt. Brandt in- 
timated he wasn’t keen on a UN 
force coming into Berlin and he 
didn’t think the Russians would 
try another blockade. If they 
should, he said, the Berliners were 
prepared to win out. Edwin New- 
man spoke from Paris. He said 
France had regained its self- 
respect since De Gaulle stepped 
in a year aco and US. influence 
on France w2s weak today. New- 
man described De Gaulle’s attitude 
toward the other Western Powers. 

Joseph C. Harsch, NBC-TV’s 
man in London. did an informa- 
tive wrapup of the problems aris- 
ing at the May 11 Geneva meeting 
as contrasted wiih a similar gather- 
ing in 1955. Frank Bourgholtzer, 
NBC News’ Staie Dept. corre- 
spondent, spoke from Washington 
and made it plain that the U.S. 
would have to play the role of 
leader amonz the Western Powers 
and that policy must be made in 
this country. Program closed with 
Martin Agronsky interviewing 
Senator J. William Fulbright, 
Democrat of Arkansas, who be- 
came chairman of the all-powerful 
Foreign Relations Committee last 


February. Fulbright was down- 
right pessimistic about the out- 
come of the foreign ministers 
meeting but thought they should 
be held, becavse meetings are 
better than having wars. Nor was 





(Continued on page 36) 


Arnold Moss, Anthony Eustrel, 
Jacqueline Beer and Betty Jones- 
Moreland all were serviceable in 
mechanical parts. Much may be 
made in future outings of Mark- 
ham’s pal and assistant, played by 
Simon Scoit, but he was all but 
written out of the first show. 

The first script, as an intro to 
the series, gave the viewer little to 
look forward to. Les. 





_ 
4 
+ 
a 
- 
* 
: 





There must have been two sets 
of writers 
windup show of the season on| 
NBC-TV Sunday night (3), when 
Bob Hope and Mae West guested 
on the Timex-sponsored outing. 
The gradations in the scripting | 
were as puzzling as, let’s say, the | 
decision to integrate Miss West's | 
once-upon-a-time talents into the | 
60-minute layout. The first 10} 
minutes, for example, were excru- 
ciatingly bad. If you looked close 
enough you got the impression that | 
even Martin and Hope were em- 
barrassed by the lacklustre assign- 
ment. As for Miss West, either in 
the singing or the dialog depart- 
ment, it seemed like something 
from outer space. You watched it 
but you didn’t believe it. 

Somewhere halfway through the 
show (maybe it was here the sec- 
ond set of writers came in) things 
picked up a bit. Hope’s standup 
banter was topical (NABET, Clare 
Booth Luce, etc.) and titillating; 
both he and Martin lost their early- 
show camera-consciousness and 
aleported themselves like the-pros 
they usually are. Their closing 
medley, a few of the Martin solos | 
were plusses. And the second 
(and more interesting) set of writ- 
ers must have come in for the in-| 
sertion with the Hawaiian girls. 
But all told this time out it was 
pretty much on the corny, unin-, 
spired side. Come to think of it, | 
there was perhaps as much sus-| 
pense in the Timex torture test as 
in the entertainment segments. 

Rose. 





Open End 
The “Open End” workover of the 
subject of humor of WNTA-TV 
Sunday night (3) produced only 


one clear conclusion; Henry Mor- | 
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Tele Follow-Up Comment 
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Dean Martin Show [ 


| ly, embezzlement. 


| ways, Markham nails his man be-/ without the scope to lift the show. 
fore he is able to kill an Arabian | 
prince. | 


The generally slow gait of the 
show was the major offender, and 
partially the adaptation was at 
fault. It was a valiant try and a 
handsome production in which it 
was evident that an honest attempt 
|'was being made to offer the very 
| best. But even at that, it’s failure 
}to come off is perhaps a greater 
|tribute to video than some of its 

30-called succeesses. It's failures 
| like this that bring more than re- 
'gret than gloating. Jose. 


+6 





gan was probably personna non 
grata on future panels organized 


for the Dean Martin)! by hest David Susskind. Morgan, 


who together with Abe Burrows 
dominated the discussion, which 
was more akin to a donnybrook, 
threw firecrackers in all direc- 
tions, and particularly at Susskind. 

Morgan, in fact, hit Susskind 
where it hurt the most. While re- 
straining himself during the 
Helena Rubinstein-sponsored seg- 
jment, Morgan opened a free- 
| wheeling, stream-of-consciousness 
gag attack on Sutro Bros., the in- 
vesiment house which bankrolls 
;the second segment of the show. 
Morgan's kidding was okay until 
he slipped over a mickey about 
one of the Sutro Bros. probaly 
being a black sheep and guilty of 
the worst crime an investment 
broker could be accused of, name- 
It was a sam- 
ple of Morgan's style of humor 
throughout the night. At another 
point, he unleashed a sharp attack 
on Susskind for asking Burrows 
to perform one of his routines. 
Susskind was visibly embarrassed, 
in fact, he was shaken by the 
whole two-and-a-half hour palaver. 


Except for H. Allen Smith, who | 


contributed some sober reflections 
on what humor is, the other panel 
members, including comedienne 
Anna Russell, actor Walter Slezak, 
critic John Lardner and author 
John Sack, had very little to say 
that was to the peint. It was prob- 
ably the most gaseous palaver to 
come out of this show to date, even 


| topping Susskind’s disastrous run- 


in with a group of psychiatrists a 
few weeks ago. 

At the windup, Morgan staged a 
virtual filibuster thus not permitting 
Susskind to sign off. He finally 
managed to get off when Morgan 


(Continued on page 40) 


were times when the dinner scene | 


Audrey Meadows, Jaye P. Mor- 
gan & Morgan Bros., Bambi Linn 
& Rod Alexander, Cliff Norton, 
others; Axel Stordahl orch 
| Executive producer: Hal Janis 
|Producer-Director: Alan Handley 
| Writers: Woody Allen, Mel Brooks, 
Mel Tolkin 
| Music Director: Bernie Green 
| 60 Mins., Sun. (3), 10 p.m. 
| REXALL 
NBC-TV, from N.Y. (tape) 
(BBDO) 
| Sid Caesar and Art Carney were 
| ‘reunited Sunday night (3) in. an 
jhour Rexall-sponsored NBC-TV 
| special, “At The Movies.” Teamed 
| with Audrey Meadows, the comedy 
| trio were in fine fettle, even man- 
aging to overcome some spotty 
|scripting. When it was good, 
which it was for a considerable dis- 
tance over the 60-minute course, it 
hit some high moments of hilarity, 
thanks to the individual and dis- 
tinctive talents of the threesome. 
They complemented each other 
smarily. 


With 





|] 


Jaye P. Morgan & The 
Morgan Bros., Cliff Norton, Bambi 
Linn & Rod Alexander and Axel 
Stordahl’s orch lending an assist, 
the hour of comedy and music 
played smoothly enough, but this 
usually pertains to an Alan Hand- 
ley producer-director credit tag. 

From tv time immemorial, or ap- 
proximating the era of the Max 
Liebman-incepted “Show of 
Shows,” Caesar’s (and his writers’) 
major trouble is exiting a skit on 
the same high note as it began, 
before it starts to run down. The 
same defect was evidenced on last 
Sunday's hichlighted contribution, 
“A Star Is Lost,” a satiric going- 
over of the silent movie days with 
Caesar as the Valentino-like 
Anthony Stunning; Audrey Mea- 
dows as Theda Gilda, his leading 
lady, and Carney as the director. 
It was geared strictly to the time- 
honored Caesar portfolio of por- 
trayals and in the main yielded 
some pleasurable moments, with 
both Carney and Miss Meadows in 
excellent form. 

Opening the show was another 
comedy vignette of two couples 
(this one utilizing the services of 
Jaye P. Morgan) on a Saturday 
night date attending a drive-in 
mov It was delightful non- 
lsense with everything—writing, 
|direction, timing, performance— 
| falling into place to give the show 
/a rousine sendoff. Closer was a 
“Musical Cavalcade,” a quickie 
succession of highlights from films 
of the 30s sung and danced by the 
entire cast, with Caesar's “Fire- 
fly” bit: Carney’s “Shipmates For- 
ever” (Dick Powell) and Cliff Nor- 
ton’s “Yankee Doodle Dandy” 
(James Cagney) as the more en- 
gaging vignettes. 

In between there was a Bambi 
Linn & Rod Alexander waltz and 
Miss Morgan's vocalizing of “Life 
Is Just A Bow! Of Cherries,” later 
joining the Morgan Bros. in “Lone- 
some Road.” 

Altogether a rewarding hour. 

Rose. 





CATHOLIC HOUR 

With Rudy Caringi, Jan Nugent, 
William Lowry, Mary Kennedy, 
Mary Ann Stabile, Dan Toma- 
selli, Robert Hubbard, Ann Ric- 
cardo, others 

Producers: Richard J. Walsh (for 
Nat'onel Council of Catholic 
Men), Doris Ann (for NBC) 

Director: Martin Hoade 

Composer: William Graves 

Librettist: Jean Anne Lustberg 

Conductor: Dr. John Paul 

30 Mine., Sun. (3), 4:30 p.m. 

| NBC-TV (tape) 

The first of four one-half hour 

| operas commissioned by the Na- 

| 





tional Council of Catholic Men for 
| the “Cathoiic Hour” was a charm- 
|ing adaptation of “The Juggler,” 
a famed religious fable.:As musi- 
calized by William Graves to a 
libreito by Jean Anne Lustberg, 
the story came over as a poignant 
operatic cameo that passed the 
bounds of religious preference. It 
was a mini-operatic entertainment 
for all. 

The series is produced in con- 
junction with Catholic U.’s music 
and drama departments and cast 
from the faculty and student body, 
with the exception of 1l-year o!d 
William Lowry, a boy with a strik- 
ing vocal delivery. The cast, as a 
whole, with a pro savvy of operatic 
values and even Rudy Caringi, who 





had the difficult mute title role 
| assignment was effective and 
| touching 

| Miss Lustberg’s adaptation of 


the story of the poor juggler who 
|had nothing to present to the 
| Blessed Virgin except his bag of 
| tricks and love was spare and to 


| the point. Graves’ music had 
| several melodic pieces that were 
captivating and the singers did 





| right by them all. It's sure to be- 
}ecome standard repertoire, espec- 
| ially for Catholic presentations. 
| The taping, too, was smooth and 
effective Gros, 





PETER POTTER'S JUKE BOX JURY 
BISHOP FULTON SHEEN PROGRAM 
OPEN END WITH DAVID SUSSKIND 





— 
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NTA “LIVING-TAPE”: NOW A LIVING REALITY FROM COAST To COAST! Here is all the topical, live-look im- 
pact... the low-cost efficiency... the way to capitalize on the full potential of the exciting new 
dimensions which tape is meant to convey. Here are three proven programs which keep all the 
promise inherent in tape for television. Peter Potter’s Juke Box Jury, The Bishop Fulton J. Sheen 
Program, Open End With David Susskind— available now for local market sale on “Living-Tape.” 


NTA Program Sales, division of National Telefilm Associates, Inc., “ 
Coliseum Tower, Ten Columbus Circle, New York 19, New York 
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TV. Radio Production Centres 





Continued fron Ol 
a display of all the latest missiles. It has even been used as a circus 
with live acts ... It’s ironic that many ofthe picture stars who played | 
hard to get are now being turned away by tv. Henry Fonda, Barbara | 
Stanwyck, Keenan Wynn and Bill Demarest have been told “we have | 
no time for you,” which is another way of saying that nobody’s safe | 
until schedules are nailed down. 


IN CHICAGO . 


Brigid Bazlen, WOU-TY's ° ‘Blue Fairy,” ” tapped for top featured role | 
in new NBC-TV situation comedy series, “Too Young To Go Steady.’ 
She'll commute to New York once a week . Herman Fell, who has 
been on WBBM's production staff, replaces Bob Grant as topliner of 
the 14-year-old “Gold Coast Show” when Grant moves to a Coast sta- 
tion... Arthur Hull Hayes, prez of CBS Radio, due next Thursday 
(14) to accept Sigma Delta Chi awards at the annual dinner... Paul 
Molloy, Sun-Times tv editor, leaves at week's end for his annual Hol- 
lywood once-over . . . Auto dealer Jim Moran, a top local advertiser, 
is next month's speaker at Chi Broadcast Ad Club luncheon .. . Jane 
Russell guesting on Irv Kupeinet’s “At Random” on WBBM-TV this 
Saturday (9)... Big ballyhoo under way at local ABC plant for bus- 
load of Warner Bros. tv stars (Nick Adams, Will Hutchins, Erin O’Brien, 


et. al), due next Wednesday (13) to promote the WB theatrical feature 
“Young Philadelphians”. . . Frances Horwich’s “Ding Dong School” 
going off WGN-TV June 5 for summer hiatus and returning via video- 
tape as a syndicated entry in the fall . . . Save for Sunday lineup of live 


pubaffairs entries, which were replaced by films, all WNBQ fare has 
run as scheduled during the NABET strike. Twelve office gals have | 
been holding down engineers’ jobs in video ceztral . . . Gary Mann, 
vocalist on Fran Allison’s WGN-TV stanza, has contract to sing the na- 
tional anthem at all Chicago Cardinal football games. His manager is 
Stormy Bidwill, Cardinals prexy . . . Mel Bloom and Stan Gould added 
to WBBM-WBBM-TV news staff. 


I\ WASHINGTON 


FCC announces it again will schedule no hearings during August, 
reserving month for vacationing by Commission and staff, as well as 
lawyers and engineers who do business with FCC ... Morrie Siegel 
has been signed by WMAL radio for late-night sportscast to give sta- 
tion round-the-clock athletic coverage during broadcast day .. . Rep. 
Emanuel Celler (D-N.Y.) inserted tribute in the Congressional Record 
to “American Forum of the Air” and “Youth Wants to Know,” Theo- 
dore Granik shows now under Westinghouse Broadcasting Co. syndi- 
cation . . . Local Federation of Women’s Clubs chapter will honor 
“College News Conference” preducer Ruth Hagy at a May 25 luncheon 
here . Vice President Richard M. Nixon and House Speaker Sam 
Rayburn have written statements praising radio broadcasting industry 
as part of National Radio Month salute. 


IX LONDON 


Michael Redgrave’s the latest London legit Star te brave tv, same | 
like Olivier, Gielgud and Vivien Leigh. He'll do N. C. Hunter’s “A. 
Touch Of The Sun” for Associated TeleVision on May 26, with Rachel | 
Kempson, Constance Cummings, Roger Livesey also cast . . . Granada-| 
TV preps a skein of science programs for schools, in cooperation with | 
the British Association for the Advancement of Science, for probable | 
start this fall . . . Work on the roof of the station building at Black 
Mountain, near Belfast, starts this week for Ulster Television which | 
hopes to begin full power test transmissions in August and serve a| 
primary area of over 1,000,000 population . .°. Award-winning team | 
responsible for many BBC-TV documentaries, writer Colin Morris and | 
producer Gilchrist Calder, presented their first straight play, “Mooney’s 
Wreck,” on the network Sunday (3). 


IN BOSTON 


Joe Ryan, new public relations dir. WBZ-TV, 
press at preview of “Cold War-Berlin Crisis” 
Hotel 
Providence, from the County Courthouse, a half-hour telecast of nat- | 
uralization ceremonies . .. Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of | 





; 
introed to ,Hub tv | 
Tuesday (5) at Somerset 


nocents with commentary . hard Carlson in for press luncheon | 
for WHDH-TV at Statler Hotel with Bob Cheyre, promosh megr., host- | 
ing . Special citation nabbed by WNAC-TV at 94th anni Man of Year 
Dinner, Hub Board of Fire Underwriters at Hotel Bradford Wed. (6) 

WNAC-TV also nabs special citation from Mass. Committee, Cath- 
clics, Protestants and Jews at their annual Good Will dinner Thurs- 
day (7)... WBZ-TV carried exclusive remote telecast Fidel Castro's 
p.a. at Harvard Law School Forum alfresco with some 10,000 attend- | 
ing . Louise Morgan, WNAC-TV personality, to be member of panel. 
judging displays at N. E. Home Furnishings Show . . . John McLellan 
guests Duke Ellington on his WHDH-TV jazz show Wed. (6)... “Fun 
for All Ages-Candlepin Bowling” racking up high ratings on WHDH- 
TV . Revlon started intensive campaigning on WNAC-TV for Top 


Brass hair dressing and Hi & Dri. 


IN CLEVELAND 


Richard Carlson, passing through to wind up 9,000-mile promo tour, 


confessed his “Mackenzie’s Raiders” horse, Joe, now gets $75 a day, 
10-fold the beast’s earning power as a posse mount .. . Neil Flanagan, 
KYW editorial researcher, red faced after speed cops caught him in| 


trap. His station minutes before had broadcast location of the 
snare, and he'd heard it on his car radio . . .“Police Beat” show on 
WJW Radio marked first birthday, got commendation from local po- 
lice chief for informing public, perhaps lowering crime, accident rate 

Betty Johnson of Jack Paar TV’er, in town to sing at singleton 
dance . Sandy Parks, tv commercialer, student and model, joined 
WHK publicity, replacing Sharrie Milner, who went into station's pro- 
gram dept. ... Bob Doerr, WEWS pressagent, got letter from lady-in- 
waiting to Queen Elizabeth II thanking for membership card enrolling | 
Prince Charlie in station’s Non-Scratch Club for chicken pox victims. | 


{\ »AN FRANCISCO 


Phil Brooks, KSFO’s late-night deejay, leaves the radio business 
(after be years) next Monday (11) to become a Pacific liner’s purser. 


radar 


Among his reasons: “I’m no longer a real disk jockey, I’m living with 
a con trolled music pattern. We used to get 100 records, 30 albums 
weekly, now get 15 records, three albums. Record librarians now chan- | 
ne! all music to deejays.” Brooks thinks radio music is now “over-| 


commercialized,” is distressed because “I tried to become all things 
to all men.” His replacement: Frank Cope, who hopped over from 
KJBS after 29 years of deejaying there . . . New exec secretary of | 
AFTRA's Frisco local is Ed Reith, replacing Bruce Porter. Reith’s an | 
ex-rep for an Oakland-area municipal employees union ... KTVU pro- 
mot on manager Don Arlett won first priz2, a Mexican holiday, for NTA 
Film Network promotion on Shirley Temple Film Festival. Sixty-four 
stations carried show .. . New station manager of KROW, Oakland, is 


Homer H. Odom, recently of Gordon McLendon’s WAKY, Louisville. 


| ficial information station . . 


WHO STOLE MY SIGNAL? 





Salt Lake City TV Operators Push 
Action on “Property Rights” 


Washington, May 5. 

The legal ball is now rolling to- 

ward a final determination of a 
broadcaster’s “property rights” to 
his signal. 

Three Salt Lake City tv stations, 
}all web affiliates, filed suit last 
|} week against a microwave carrier 
| and a community antenna operator 
in an effort to nail down the issue. 

Stations KUTV, KTVT and KSL- 
TV asked Federal District Court 
for Idaho to bar Idaho Microwave, 
Inc. and Cable Vision, CATV sys- 
tem in Twin Falls, from picking up 
their programs without their con- 
sent. They further asked for a 
court order spelling out their prop- 
erty rights to their broadcast fare 


All Is Forgiven, 
Eigen Renewed 


Chicago, May 5. 

WMAQ has decided to stick with 
Jack Eigen in spite of his troubles 
with the Chez Paree and has inked 
the trouble-shooting radio inter- 
viewer to a new one-year pact. 
Tentatively, the show, which for 
seven years based in the Chez’ 
lounge, will originate from the 
WMAQ studios. The nightclub, 
meanwhile, is understood looking 
for another station and another 
interviewer in hopes of keeping 
the lounge fare alive. 

Eigen should have no trouble 
finding another eatery or cabaret 
for his show. Several on the Main 
Stem have offered to make a home 
for him, but the station is going 
to take its time deciding and is 
currently mulling a plan to have 





|the controversialist make the 
| rounds from week to week. WMAQ 


topper Lloyd Yoder said Eigen 
might on occasion remote the show 
from the Las Vegas and Miami 


| spots. 


As it’s on a clear channel station 
at a late hour—it runs two hours 
starting at 11:30 p.m.—Eigen’s lo- 
caler. covers virtually the entire 
| country. In Chi, in terms of the 
number of spots it carries, it’s one 
of the most successful nighttime 
entries on the air. 








Inside Stuff—Radio-TV 





Major ad agencies, clierits and trade press during past week were 
squired through the CBS-TV Production Development Dept. where 
they gandered displays of new plastic forms for scenic architecture; 
new optical and projection devices and photographic and minature 
reproductions of design features for more effective story-telling. 

Visitors also saw a 25-minute film, “New Horizons,” narrated by 
Rex Marshall and Ann Amouri, showing some of the new production 
developments including VideoScene. Warren Burmeister, assistant to 
the manager of Studio Operations, served as the narrator on the tours. 

John B. Gambling, who is retiring as the “merning time-clock” dee- 
jay extraordinary after 35 years with WOR Radio, N.Y., was tossed a 
private shindig at Sardi’s last week. Robert Leder, v.p. and general 
manager, Robert Smith, programming topper, Jack Poor, RKO Tele- 
radio v.p., and other WOR execs were on hand. 

John A. Gambling, his son, is taking over the time period, which is 
Monday through Friday 6 a.m. to 8 a.m., “Rambling with Gambling” 
and “Second Breakfast” with John Gambling from 9:15 to 10 a.m. 
Saturday show with John B. is from 6 to 10 a.m. with 15 minutes of 
news at 8 a.m. with John Scott and at 9 a.m. with Harry Hennessy. 

Ned Cramer, exec producer of WCBS-TV, N.Y., and David E. Dris- 
coll, WCBS Radio director of new and pubaffairs, are merging their 
creative talents to come up with a audio-video pickup of the Lincoln 
Center for the Performing Arts ground-breaking ceremonies on tv- 
radio Thursday, May 14. Other stations, including WABC-TV, also 
plan special pickups. 

Both WCBS-TV and WCBS Radio are dumpirg regularly scheduled 
shows in order to give Gothamites the 60-minute special including 
President Eisenhower's address and many local, state and federal fig- 
ures. Also on the show will be Leonard Bernstein conducting the N.Y. 
Philharmonic and the Met will be represented by Rise Stevens and 
Leonard Warren. 











Charles Carrol Kieffer, an attorney for TelePrompter, and not Sugar 
Ray Robinson is identified by prexy Irving Kahn as the “person who 
is not an officer or a director” who exercised an option for the pur- 
chase of 1,500 shares of stock. 

According to Kahn, Kieffer had a five-year option and is the attor- 
ney who organized the company. According to the company ‘s proxy 
statement, the exercise price was $6,840 and on the date of purchase 
the market value of the stock was $26,812.50. 





The Television-Radio-Advertisers Club of Philadelphia (TRAC) has 
selected its slate of officers for next season. Pat Stanton (WJMJ) has 
been named chairman of the board and Robert Pryor (WCAU-TV pub- 
lic relations director) elected president. Others to be elected without 
opposition are Walter Tillman, TV Guide, vice president, and Murray 
Arnold (WPEN}, treasurer. 





Last week, Television Bureau of Advertising got that long-sought 
$1,000,000 annual budget via the addition of several new tv stations 
to the membership lists. The list of newcomers included two foreign 
outlets, in Australia and England, who intend to make use of the TvB 
promotional material. 


+ 
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Dallas—Bill Hobbs, salesman for | 
WFAA-TV for the last year, has| 
been upped to local sales manager 
at the tv’er. He was formeriy ad |“ 
salesman for the Dallas Morning! a low of $250,000 annually to near- 


News, the station’s owner. | ly $800,000, with the latter a seem- 


‘TV Image’ 


Continued from page 23 











| New sales manager of the Oakland 


| got FCC okay last week, is Bok Reitzel, former exec at Lennen & New- 


| ell, Frisco. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS 


National Television Associates’ 
| includes 


and United Artists films. 


late, late pictures (weekends) . . 


relations purposes . 


May 23.. 


myer 
books” 


in talk here accused tv 
and declared video is 


{N DETROIT 


Station is only one in Twin Cities to offer 
. Minneapolis Junior Chamber 

Boston, at WNAC-TV Monday (4) viewing films of Pilgrimage of In-| Commerce took over duties of KSTP Radio tom for a single And 
its. members filling in as disk jockies, 
KMSP-+TV to televise exclusively roller derby 
|from Minneapolis Auditorium for Saturday night half-hours starting 
. WCCO Radio named Campfire Girls’ daytime camps of- 
. WTCN-TV (ABC), 
pictures form an important part of its programming, now for first 
time also presenting films mornings . . 
Radio promotion director, nominated for school board, running second 
in primaries in large field of candidates 
of 
“90% 
spectator public and picture-mad race.” 


D local non-network station KMSP- 
TV bought Screen Gems’ “Sweet 65” 
“Mr. Deeds Goes to Town” 

. Actual courthouse proceedings broadcast by WJAR-TV, | M-G-M, 20th-Fox, Selznick, RKO, Universal, 


| ingly poor budgetary candidate at 
whose sale to McLendon | 1. moment. Final decision is in 
|the hands of the tv board’s five- 
| man comiittee, it would appear. 
| Considered in the timing of the 
treport is the fact that Don Martin, 
NAB veepee in charge of public re- 
lations, is leaving in mid-June to 
set up his own private p.r. concern. 
It was thought by some committee 
members that it might be possible 
for NAB to turn over the tv part 
(there’s also radio) of Martin's 
budget to the new information of- 
fice. Martin would not confirm it, 
but the amount which may be shift- 
ed is thought to be in the vicinity 
of $150,000 a year. 


Another part of the nine-man 
report was that the new office 
should report directly to the tv 
board of NAB instead of to NAB 
|proper and its president Harold 
Fellows. 
| Some of the other items, which 


property, 


feature pictures package which 
and supplements its library of 
Warner Bros., Columbia 


announcers, etc., for public 


whose eveniag feature 
. Gordon Mikkelson, WCCO 
. Poet-critic Louis Unter- 


“weaning children away from 
a waste of time, making us a 


| assigrment on WJBK-TV .. 


Dedication of Broadcast House $4,000,000 tv-radio facility of WXYZ, 
set for June 4 with AB-PT officials, ABC o&o0 managers, agency and 
press reps and civic officials participating. Gov. Williams has pro- 


claimed May 31-June 6 “WXYZ Week.” Beginning of operations May | 


18 will mark first time tv-radio and company’s exec offices have been 
housed under one roof . . . Staff announcer Guy Bowman subbed as 


host of WJBK-TV’'s “Morning Show” while regular emcee Bob Murphy | 


vacationed in Florida . -. Susie Strother, hostess on “Cradle Time” 
on WJBK-TV, has won McCall’s Golden Mike Award for her “service 
to women.”. . . WWJ’s disk jockey, Les Martens, vacations in N.Y., 
Vegas and the Coast ... Pat Rousseau, model and tv commercial an- 
nouncer, takes over the Monday and Wednesday “Miss Fairweather” 
. Ted Lloyd, star of “Sagebrush Shorty” 
kiddie show on WJBK-TV, received the highest award a man can be 
given by the Girl Scout Organization when he was named an Interna- 
tional Girl Scout Father. 


[N PHILADELPHIA 


George Cyr, former program manager at WRCV-TV, now in exec 
spot with Al Kane Productions, local film company doing a series on 
Gen. Paiton’s Thifd Army. Stories are adapted from Robert S. Allen's 
“Lucky Forward”. . . WFIL-TV's Dick Clark, “American Bandstand” 
host, will read the Declaration of Independence, July 4, at ceremonies 
in Independence Hall .. . Bob Filmore, advertising and promotion di- 
rector at WRCV, has resigned . .. Bob Collier debuted “The Philadel- 
phia Report” (3), five-minute late night news session replacing Bill 
Campbeil’s “Sunday Sports Special”. . . John Corcoran, newscaster 
turned restauranteur, has taken gver the Water Wheel Inn, near Doyles- 
town, Pa 
at Atlantic City in the Ensign Motel, one of the owners of which is 
WRCV-TV announcer Norman Brooks . . . Chris Schenkel, Tommy 
Roberts and Jim Leaming will broadcast the Garden State Races over 
WIP. 


. WCAU-TV’s “Cinderella Weekend” gives away lodgings‘ 


the newly-named five-man com- 
mittee must sift, are: establishment 
| of a central tv library to which an 
interested party might apply for 
information; speakers and speech 
material from the information of- 
fice; use of direct mail (print ads 
are expected to cost too much); “a 
| survey of public opinion of televi- 
sion, its impact, importance,” etc., 
and perhaps even a yearly public 
affairs conference for station exec- 
utives. Latter, it would appear, 
approximates the annual informa- 
tion shindig for tv operators which 
| go into its third year under West- 
inghouse Broadcasting aegis next 
fall in San Francisco. 

One of the things reportedly pro- 


posed and dropped by the nine- 
man committee was a request to 
each of the three tv networks, 
ABC, CBS and NBC, for $200,C00 
apiece. It's understood that NOC 


was willing to go along, but that 
both ABC and CBS were a “little 
charry” of the plan for the $600,C00 
budget, half of which would rep 
the network owned-operated sta- 
tions. Another several hundred 
thousand dollars was to come from 
the other NAB tv station members. 

Financial details also remain to 
| be finalized. 
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T'S ALL SEWED UP! 








Key to ABC Radio personalities above 
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ENTERTAINMENT NEWS 
1. Don McNeill 4. John Daly 
2. Peter Lind Hayes 8. Quincy Howe 
3. Mary Healy” 9. Paul Harvey 
5. Fran Allison 11. Bill Shadel 
7. Frankie Avalon SPORTS 
10. Alene Dalton 6. Howard Cosell 
13. Eydie Gormé 12. Notre Dame Football 


Now more advertisers than ever before can piece together 
some of the strongest — and largest — station line-ups ever made 
available over network radio. Where? Over the expanded ABC 
Radio Network! 


With the addition of Don Lee (a No. 1 regional network) and the 
affiliation of the important Intermountain and Arizona Networks, 
ABC has added more than 50 new stations to its powefful line-up. 
A line-up, by the way, that carries an extensive array of talent — 
with entertainment, sports and news personalities like those illus- 
trated above, and a 125-man national and international news staff. 


Result: An advertiser can sew up the top 50, top 100 or even the top 
200 markets with ABC’s superior inside coverage — now stronger 
than ever before! 


We wouldn’t want to needle the competition, but if you’re looking 
for penetration, where else would you look but ABC? 


ABC RADIO NETWORK 
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Sen. Fulbright too optimistic about 
the human race. It will be a mis- 
take, he said, to expect dramatic 
conclusions at the conference. 
“Primer on Geneva” served as 
a sound introduction to what would | 
undoubtedly transpire in Geneva. 
In brief, there would be an abund- 
ance of nyeis on all sides with the 
ball finally landing in the laps of 
the troubled leaders scheduled to 
meet at the Summit powwow. 
Rans. 





| 


TACTIC 

With Ben Grauer, -host; Dr. Char- 
les S. Cameron; Alfred Hiteh- 
cock, Hanya Holm, William 

Shatner, Diana van der Vlis, 

Sondra Lee, Don Redlich, guests 
Exec Producer: Malcolm MacGre- 

gor 
Director: Lynwood King 
30 Mins., Sat., 1 p.m. 
WRCA-TV, N.Y. 

Under the overall title of ‘“Tac- 
tic.” a series of six half-hour tv 
shows is attempting to set the pub- 
lic straight on the proper attitudes 
toward cancer. Programs with a 
medical message too frequently 
are dryly presented and fail to 
hold their intended audiences. But 
“Tactic” has seasoned its warning 
with showmanship and the opening 
episode on WRCA-TV, N.Y., Satur- 
day (2) was fascinating viewing. 

For this series is calling on 
America’s “great, creative people” 
to help fight cancer. Participating 
on the initialer were director Al- 


fred Hitchcock and choreographer | 


BEST BUILDING 
ON THE 
WEST SIDE 


WEST 
th 
54” St. 
Entire Floor 
Commercia!- Office 


25,000 Sq. Ft. 


Every Modern Feature. Perfect for 
TV Production, Recording, etc. 
11’ 4” Ceiling » Power: 220 Phase. 
12 ft. Freight Elevators. 
Sprinklered. 





























Present Tenants 
Movielab Film Labs, Inc. « N. B.C, 
Decca Records 
Warner Bros. Producing Co. 
Universal Film Exchange 
Music Corporation of America 

Admiral Radio 


/mmediate Occupancy 


She 





Real Estate 
64 East 46th St. « MU 3-7400 


Continued from page 31 


| pickets. 
ithat his union couldn't hon 








Hanya Holm. One of the attitudes 
which prevent a patient from sub- 


mitting to early diagnosis, said 
cancer expert Dr. Charles S. 
Cameron, is fear. As a man who’s 


made his living through fear, 
Hitchcock was an admirable choice 
to direct a dramatic scene llus- 


trating the folly of neglecting an | 


early warning. 
In this sketch, Miss van der Vlis 
portrayed a fashion model faced 


with breast cancer which requires | 
|immediate surgery. Naturally, she} 


fears disfigurement. Shatner, as a 


physician, eases her anxiety andj} 
/}eonvinces her of the operation's 


necessity. What made this differ 


| from a routine scene were Hitch- 
| cock’s occasional interruptions de- 


signed te heighten the dramatic 
effect. Here viewers had the rare 
experience of seeing first hand 
what the “Hitchcock touch” can 
do. 

Similarly compelling was a 
dance sequence devised by Miss 
Holm and performed by Sondra 
Lee and Don Redlich. On the set 
was an arch which Miss Holm said 
was symbolic of reality. Move- 
ments of the dancers depicted peo- 


ple obessed with fear. They 
suspected something was wrong 
yet couldn't immediateiy step 


through the arch of reality. 

Slated to appear in subsequent 
“Tactic” programs are Celeste 
Holm, Wally Cox, Ika Chase and 
Steve Allen, among others. Along 
with Dr. Cameron who is former 
medical and scientific director of 
the American Cancer Society and 
now Dean of the Hahnemann 
Medical College of Philadel 
they loom as an important aid in 
helping save 75,000 American lives 
annually lost to cancer thri 
fear and ignorance. 

Series, incidentally, pro- 
duced by NBC in cooperation with 
the American Cancer Society and 
the Educational Television and 
Radio Center. Gilb. 


NABET 


Continued from page 20 








yugn 


was 











—— ee ee 
the measure was being taken be- 
cause “NBC has made no counter 


} 7? 


the “lock 
continues un- 


Hence, 
term) 


proposals.” 
(NABET'S 
abated. 
NABET suffered a bad setback 
some observers feel. when tl! 
Teamsters withdrew their original 
promise to honor the NABET 
A Teamster official said 


picket lines just so long as 
teamsters refused to go al 
the strike. 

NABET has also 


been banking 
on the promised t 


support of 


long lines workers, who handle 
network coaxials for Ame! 

Telephone & Telegraph. So fa 
however, the announced’ support of 


the Communications Workers has 
failed to take any concrete propor- 
tions. 

These factors, combined 
three separate law suits brought in 
the past week by NBC, have also 
contributed to NABET’s seeming] 
weakened strike position. Strike 
began Monday (23) when NABET 
| technicians in N. Y. refused to han- 
| dle the tape of a “Today” program 
| lensed by NBC couple days earlier 


with 








Seaway’s First SOS 
Chicago, May 5. 

Needing all available hands 
to man the booms at home last 
week when NBC technicians 
staged their walkout, the net- 
work’s local shop summoned 
the return of a man at sea. 
That was Chi-NBC news su 
pervisor Frank Jordan, who 
was aboard the Dutch freight- 
er that was to make history as 
the first ship to reach Chi via 
the St. Lawrence Seaway. 

Jordan had an inkling what 
the trouble might be even be- 
fore he read the communique. 
The ship's message clerk 
handed him the cable with 
apologies for being unable to 
decipher one of the words. 

“What word is that?” Jor- 
dan asked 

‘I dunno,” 
clerk, “Looks 


something.” 


said the message 
like NABET or 








on location in Paris; NABET con- 
tended the web had refused to rec- 
ognize NABET jurisdiction on 
NBC - owned - produced shows re- 
gardless of where they were made 

NABET and NBC, at the behest 
of Federal Mediator Jack Mandel- 
baum, met for the third time in a 
week on Monday. In the course of 


the hour-and-a-half negotiation 
session to settle the dispute 
NABET said that it was willing to 
relinquish its claim to total juris- 


and that it was also willin 
iguage differences’ 
ave arisen over interpre- 


NABET-NBC con- 


diction 
to negotiate ‘lar 
which h 
tations ot 
tra ¢ 
NABET said it 
jurisdiction on 


would relinquish 
foreign locations 


ovel peripheral jobs such as 
indled by cable men and 
audio assistants, but that it wanted 


trol of jobs like techni- 


il ctor, audio and video oper- 

tors, lighting directors, engineers 

ca ramen and video take record- 
ngineers. Language difficul- 





nion was anxious to clear 
ip concerned whether the union 
had t it of jurisdiction over 
rograms made 209 miles out- 

t of any NBC owned- 

ted ition. Contract doesn't 

state specifically the radius of jur- 
isdicti 2 power, although the 
CBS contract NABET's like 
t I rnational Brother- 

hood of |] trical does 
t t 200 


with 





Workers, 
e CBS technicians to 


before the 
p, was “If you have 
a more 1 istic offer we can be 





Ed Murrow 


nued from page 23 


ae 
Saturday »' of the second part of 
late “Small World” 
BBC's Board of Gov- 
Thursday (30) and 
is put out a statement that 
“strong feelings” 
Northern Ireland and 
declared that the Corp. had “no 
wish to add to these feelings.” 

The has caused renewed 
controversy, some critics holding 
that the BBC's decision challenges 
freedom of expression and that 
anyway, the second part of the 
“Small World” discussion holds no 
political reference. 


yY 
et o17 
ferred to the 


aroused 1n 


step 











THE HOT SHOWS 
COME FROM ZIV! 







MIAMI 


40.1 RATING 


= 
starring LLOYD BRIDGES 
WIV) 


67.8" 


January 1959 


SAN DIEGO KFMB TY 
o/ 
52.6%s0n 
ARB) January 1959 
SYRACUSE WSYR-TV 
o/ 
58.8750 
ARB January 1959 
NEW ORLEANS WOSU-TY 


61 3% srrre 


ARB January 1959 
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=e Continued from page 21 aaa 


it is ABC’s hottest prospect. On 
Thursday, it reportedly could be 


|the replacement for the already- 


| 
show, 
' 
| 


slotted 10-11 p.m. Lawrence Welk 
which is three-quarters sold 
as of the moment. 

Liggett & Myers is interested in 


buying part of “Untouchables,” 
which will feature Robert Stack 
as the good guy. Both he and 
Neville Brand appeared on the 


Westinghouse offering over CBS. 


Latter web called Desilu on the 
carpet, hours after ABC locked 
up the deal. CBS’ contention 
was that it was unfair for 


the production company to sell off 
a program to a rival network which 
was nurtured and presented by 
CBS. Although ABC made the first 
bid for a regular “Untouchables” 
skein on telefilm, CBS quickly got 
into the bidding, but on Friday last, 
ABC firmed up with Desilu sales 
official Mel Leeds 

Another CBS gripe is that the 
“T'ntouchables” sale really twists 
the knife in the wound, in light 
of the fact that CBS already has 
a similar skein on the boards for 


next season. The CBS show in 
question is “The Lawbreakers,” at 
the moment unsold. 

NBC eanwhile is dickering 

th Desilu for an hour version of 
Fernando Lamas’ “Jean Lafitte,” 
original planned as a half-hour 
weekly period piece on telefilm. 


Web was thinking of 7:30 Monday 
for the pirate show but that deci- 
is up in the air at present. 








| TV: Crazy 


=m Continued from page 21 





mame 
ing over CBS-TV's projected 
“Space Show,” Tuesday evening 
hour series, and NBC’s Saturday 
night “Five Fingers” entry, both 
of w still appear on the '59-’60 
blueprint 
In the case of CBS, there was 
eV ilready-old 90-minute se- 
ries ) tune of $5,000,000) 
that’s ppeared from the sched- 
ule. This is the Equitable Life- 
sponsors Biography” series which 


was slated to alternate with “Play- 






house 90." There won't be any 
Equitat series next season. In- 
stead, Revlon has moved in with 
its own William Morris-packaged 
Spe — 

4 lot of new hour shows nonethe- 
less will st be around for the 
fall kiékoff. At ABC, where the 
Warner Bros. trademark will now 
nv \> sponsor interest in the pre- 
' ge. such entries as ‘“‘Alas- 
kan” a Bourbon St.” shape up 
as ties. This also applies to 
ABC-TV Adventure in Paradise 


ri CBS-TV’'s expanded-to-60 
minutes “L 


neup” and to NBC-TV's 
Bonanza’’-"Laramie”"-““River Boat” 
trio. But nothing’s for sure. 





Option Time 


au Continued from page 23 qaanes 
that through the operation of eco- 
nomic and other factors, effective 
power of choice of television pro- 
grams has tended to become con- 

d and that as a practical 





t program selection has, to a 
considerable degree, shifted away 
from the individual station li- 


Under scrutiny, Cowgill said, 1s 
data posing the question of whether 
the webs have acted in the public 
interest, or forced their own pro- 
gram fare without regard to this 
standard, discriminated against in- 
dependent producers and insisted 
on getting a piece of an inde- 
pendent show before considering it 
for network exhibition 

The hearings, presided over by 
FCC Chief Hearing Examiner 
James Cunningham, this week are 
| being devoted to pouring moun- 
| tains of statistical data from vari- 
|} ous sources into the record. Ash- 
| brook P. Bryant is in immediate 
| charge of conducting the probe. 
| Attorneys for ABC, CBS, and NBC 
| took the stand to identify and an- 
| swer questions about material fur- 





Providence, R. I—WJAR-TV 





scored first here with actual 
courthouse proceedin televised 
| from the Providence County Court- 
hot The one-half-hour telecast 
Was ¢ turalization ceremonies, 


nished by the webs. After this 
process is completed, there’ll be an 
adjournment before actual oral 
tentimony starts. 


“Kangaroo Fave 
In Kidvid Survey 


CBS-TV's “Captain Kangaroo” 
heads the 10 outstanding tv pro- 
grams for children, according to a 
survey made by the National Audi- 
ence Board, a non-profit organiza- 
tion formed to improve the stand- 
ards of tv. In a national survey 
just concluded some 1,201 ballots 
were submitted by civic, educa- 
tional and cultural leaders through- 
out the country, with selections 
made from 260 programs in the so- 
called “children’s hour” video 
time. 

Following “Kangaroo,” faves in 
order were ‘‘Mickey Mouse Club,” 
“Father Knows Best,” “Fury,” 
“American Bandstand,” “Lawrence 
Welk,” “Disneyland,” ‘Leave It to 
Beaver,” “Garfield Goose” and 
“The Perry Como Show.” 


| Ohio B’casters Elect 


Newark, O., May 5. 

| Thomas A. Rogers, genera] man- 
ager of Radio Station WCLT, New- 
ark, O., was elected president of 
the Ohio Assn. of Broadcasters at 
last week's annual meeting in Cin- 
cinnati. Carlton Dargusch Jr., Co- 
lumbus, attorney, was reelected 
secretary-treasurer, 





| 


























THE 
NOTEWORTHIES 


Jimmy Dean Show, CBS-TV 
Singing Jingles 


Mgmt. ROMAR ENT. PL 7-5980 














PRESERVE 
PRECIOUS 
PAPERS 


Mail your newspaper clippings, 
diplomas, photos, pin-ups, veteran 
discharge papers, music arrange- 
ments, or other valuable papers to 
be permanently laminated in Du- 
pont Plastics .. . 50c each up to 
13" x 11" — other sizes slightly 


higher. 

Sociel securtity cards, drivers 
licenses, credit cards, pcssport 
photos, or any wallet-size cards... 
6 for $1.00. 

Old souvenir newspapers—recondl- 
tioned and laminated . . estimates 


furnished for entire scrap books or 
quantity work 


PERMA RECORD CORP. 


Biscayne Plaza, Suite 226,P.0. Box 786 
Miami (38), Florida 
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*V isuat- Tare Propuctions 
Producers of TV Commercials and 
Pilots on VIDEO TAPE 
for Networks and Local Markets 


Call BOB EVANS — PL 2-1166 
527 Lexington Avenue, New York 
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| | JOHNNY JOHNSTONS 
Charcoal Room 


Luncheon served Noon to 3 P.M, 
Monday thru Friday 
COCKTAILS—DINNER—SUPPER 
848 Second Avenue at 45th Street 
Member all charge clubs 
MU 4-7250—Open 7 days 
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Dept. Store Loot 
For Chi FM ers 


Chicago, May 5. 

4 local FM station, WFMT, has 
inkéd a pair of bluechip Loop re- 
tailers to regular schedules, turn- 
ing ‘a trick that has frustrated lo- 
cal. télevision stations for years. 
Video has never been able to prove 
to State St. department stores and 
classy clothiers that it can do a 
selling job for them. The Loop’s 

neup of retail stores are heavy ad- 
vertisers in the four daily gazettes 
and represent to the local broad- 
casting a rich vein of revenue that 
is yet to be tapped. 





} 
| 


{ 
Marshall Field & Co. is sponsor- 


ing an hour of classical music on 
WFMT every Saturday morning, 
starting May 2. Jerrems, century- 
old men’s clothing store which has 
never before used radio or tv, has 
purchased Norm Pellegrini’s “Hi 
Fi Recordings” stanza, a once week- 
ly feature. Fields has tried radio 
and tv in the past but apparently 
has never been satisfied with it. 


L& M’s Southern Western 
Goodson-Todman Buy; 
Eye Sun. ABC-TV Slot 


Liggett & Myers has an order in 
dson-Todman, the produc- 





use, for a southern western 
The Rebel.” Bankroller is 
ng with ABC-TV for the 
-at-9 half-hour to make the 
£ vy about a former Confederate 
soldier the fall replacement for 
: t .45,” but rival sponsors are 
said to be pushing a different west-} 
ern for the time and, so far, ABC- 
TV has not come to a definite de- 
< on 

Colgate is also interested in 
1,” ostensibly as a co-spon- 


L&M. 









§ t Other series being 
ed is said to be “Tales of the 
Plainsman,” fronted by Michael 


nsara It was erroneously re- 
ported last week that the Ansara 
half-hour was sold to Procter & 
Gamble for Wednesdays at 10:30 
‘ NBC, P&G did buy a western 
f its Wednesday slot but it 
t Ansara’s show, instead one 


called “Wichita Town.” 


TAP HEFFNER FOR 
FACES OF AFRICA’ 


Ric] ard D. Heffner, conductor of 
WRCA-TV’s “Open Mind,” has 
I 
( 





een engaged by the National Edu- 
onal TV Center, which recently 
ed its quarters from Ann Arbor 
as exec producer of a 
rt 30-minute film series 
f es of Africa.” 
Faces of Africa” will deal 
th the rising tides of nationalism 
of the Sahara and will be 


Gotham 


‘ ned for both educational and 
( nercial tv stations as well as 
nity group and university 

r ng 


An effort is being made to raise 
approximately $750,000 from edu- 
foundations in order to 
Wrap up the About 18 
! Ss will be spent in the pro- 
duction of “Faces of Africa” with 
considerable location shooting in 
e tinder box areas of Africa. 


( ional 
series. 


ont! 








Pantell in Switchover 
To Metropolitan B’ cast 


\ longtime radio-tv union force, 
Robert E. Pantell is moving over 
to Metropolitan Broadcasting Corp. 
as director of personnel. Pantell 
was until last week a business rep- 
resentative for local 1212, the N.Y. 

lio-tv branch of International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

Pantell, one of the three leading 
en in 1212, will report directly to 
let's general counsel, Robert Dre- 

Pantell won't have to bargain 

th his old union shop, at least 
not until 1962 when Met's WNEW 
Radio has to renegotiaate its con- 
tract with IBEW. WNEW-TV tech- 
nicians belong to IATSE. 

Pantell explained his parting 
with the union for the manage- 
ment position was “most amicable.” 


> 





Greensboro, N.C.—E. Leo Der- 
rick Jr. has been named promotion 
manager of WFMY-TV, it was an- 
nounced by Gaines Kelley, gen- 
eral manager. Derrick for the past 
two years has been director of 
publicity for the outdoor drama at 
Boone, “Horn In the West.” 


Anti-American Bias 
Charged in BBC-TV Play 
Indicting the H-Bomb 


London, May 5. j; 
An allegation that a play recently 
televised by the BBC had a strong 
anti-American bias was made in 
Parliament by Sir John Crowder, 
Ccnservative member for Finch- 
ley, London. The play was “The 
Offshore Island,” by Marghanita 
Laski, and it was an indictment of 
the H-Bomb. In a written reply the 
Assistant Postmaster General said 
that he was aware of some con- 
cern on this score but felt that it 
was a good principle to leave pro 
gram content to the BBC 
Associated-Television also came 
under fire from Socialist member 
Christopher Mayhew. Mayhew crit 
icised a tv commercial on April 11 
which urged viewers to buy the 
News of the World to read articles 
purported to be written by the 
victim of the notorious U.K. Mes 
sina vice case. Mayhew asked what 
consultations the Postmaster Gen 
eral had had with Independent 
Television Authority regarding the 
advertising of newspaper features 
on prostitution and procuring. The 
Assistant Postmaster General as 


'sured the House that they applied 





to this advertisement the standards 
that have been agreed and which 
are applied to advertisements of 
all classes. 


ED LAMB’S COUNSEL 
SUES HIM FOR 5006) 


Toledo, May 5. 
Russell W. Brown, a Washington, 
D. C., attorney who defended Ed- 
ward Lamb against charges of be- 


ling a Communist before the Fed- 


eral Communications Commission, | 
filed suit last week in Lucas County 


| Common Pleas Court at Toledo for 


$500,000 in legal fees allegedly due 
him. 

In his petition, Brown seeks 
$200,000 from Lamb as an individu- 
al and $300,000 from Dispatch, Inc., 
a Lamb - controlled corporation 
which operates Television Station 
WICU in Erie, Pa. Brown charged 
that the amounts are due him for 
legal services between 1954 and 
1957. At the time the FCC was 
withholding renewal of the license 
for the Erie station, because of 
charges that Lamb had at one time 
been a Communist and contributed 
funds to the Communist party. Af- 
ter Lamb was cleared of these 
charges, according to Brown's 
petition, he was in a position to 
sell radio stations he owned in To- 
ledo and Orlando and his news- 
paper, the Erie (Pa.) Dispatch. 





San Francisco—Ed Reith will be- 
come new executive secretary of 
AFTRA’s Frisco local at mid- 
month. He succeeds Bruce Porter, 
who will become regional research 
director of the Western Conference | 


'of Teamsters. 





Govt. Executive Branch Scores Coup 


On Probe Into Spectrum Spac 


Washington, May 5 

The jurisdictional dispute within 
Government over who's going to 
investigate the spectrum now 
seems ended And the highly sig- 
nificant result for the broadcast- 
ing industry is that a serious ef- 
fort is finally being launched here 
to improve television frequency al- 
locations within the next to 15 
years. 

The exhaustive study and long- 
range planning of spectrum use are 
to be carried out jointly by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion and the Office of Civil and De- 
fense Mobilization. 

This represents something of a 
coup for the Government's exec- 
utive branch which has always felt 
it should do the job. But to keep 
Congress happy (because Congress 
thought it should do the study), the 
FCC-OCDM effort is to be con- 
ducted “in cooperation” with Con- 
gress. Rep. Oren Harris (D.-Ark 
has been assured his House Com- 
munications Subcommittee will be 
updated on all developments and 
facts involved 

Harris told Variety he is going 
to insist the promise is lived up 
to, contending Congress needs all 
the information behind any pro- 


posed 
channels 

Harris 
topnot 
engines 


Cor 


hopes to have o1 


ations Sube« 


} 


tion ofl elevision 
1 searching for a 
t In communications 
head the staff of his 
imittee. He 

e by June 8, when 





he plans to have a 
panel discussion by Government 
and non-Government spectrum ex- 
perts or broad problems of fre- 
auency allocations before his sub- 
committee 

Harris nts the subcommittee 
staff niliar with the tech- 
nical itifie details of the 
radio spectrum, to keep regular tab 
on he FCC and OCDM are 
doing 


While 


Har ris h id 
the Communicat 
to conduct 


intended for 
ions Subcommittee 
study, he was not 


critical of FCC and OCDM taking 


it over 

“The important thing,” 
> work is going to be 
And it will be accomplished 


ris 


done 


said Har- 


with Congress kept advised.” 


Harris’ 


ing 


troubie is getting going 
on the study were twofold: (1 


find- 
with wide prestige 


to head the subcommittee staff: and 


(9 





his faiiure to get White House 
Continued on page 38) 











The George Foster Peabody Award 
to ‘*The Blue Fairy’’, 

GN-TV, as the nation’s outstanding 
Program for children during 1958. 


resente 











WGN-TV 
only TV station to win a Peabody award for 1958! 


—WGN-TV.” 





“The Blue Fairy”, telecast in color on WGN-TV. 





The citation reads: “‘An imaginative and enchanting series, which, through live act- 
ing, puppetry and narrative, brings to magic reality the most enduring of children’s 
stories. It is noteworthy that, despite nominations of network programs, this award 
goes to a program series telecast live and in color by an independent station in Chicago 


WGN-TV is proud to have won this award. Its winning adds to a vast store of 
proof that WGN-TV’s policy of quality programming presented with integrity results 
not only in industry recognition but in audience growth and loyalty as well. 

, WGN-TV originates more live and color programming than all other Chicago sta- 
tions combined, and is dedicated to providing the finest programming and quality 
community service to the great Chicago market. 


WGN. , TV channel 9 


441 North Michigan Avenue « Chicago 11, Illinois 





38 


RADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 6, 1959 








Radio Reviews 





IT’S NETWORK TIME 
With Frank Blair, Don Russell; 
hosts; Skitch Henderson, masicai 
director; various guests 
Writers: Bob Carmen, Alan Stern 
Producer: Fred Weihe 
Director: Don Russell 
115 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri.; 
p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
NBC, from New York 
With the approach of summer, 
lighter fare usually rules the kilo- 
cycles. In this bracket falls NBC 
Radio's musical variety show, “It’s 
Network Time,” a live Monday 
through Friday two-hour romp 
which preemed last week. A guest 
star policy brings in some top show 
biz names for interviews and bits 
of their routines. 
Joint emcees 


12:05 


or “hosts” are 


Friday’s guest slate came up with 
such stars as Bob Hope, Art C 


ny, Eileen Barton and Lou Monte 
Even tv’s Sunday night variety 
shows seldom do better thaa that 


talentwise. 
There's an atmosphere of levity 


that surrounds the interviews— 
and in fact surrounds the entire 
show. Quizzed by emcees Blair 
|} and Russell, the visiting Borge 


| stop 


Frank Blair and Don Russell while | 


Skitc! 
the 


1 Henderson's band provides 
musical backing. On the whole 


-on the basis of some excerpts 
from the initial week's program- 
ming—‘‘Network Time” adds up 
to pleasant listening for mid-day 
dialers, if one is willing to over- 
look the spot announcements 
which are all too frequent. 

On hand for Thursday’s (30) 
sesh, among others, vere Victor 
Borge. singer Tommy Leonetti and 


comedienne Hermione Gingold. 

















IN THE COOL MOUNTAINS... 


and charming valley-villages 

>per Connecticut yet only 120 
mins. from Broadway. Small re- 
tirement homes or small farms. 
Or fabulous farms; or elegant 
country estates: all for gracious 
living in unspoiled green country. 
Waterfalls, covered bridges, lakes, 
trout brooks, deer, pheasant. 
Some of America’s top theatrical 
people own homes in this “who's 
who” country of nearby New 
England. Let us help you find 
your home here in this peaceful, 
friendly countryside. We pride 
ourselves on our know-how. 


FRANK COLE, Realtor 
Cornwall Bridge, Conn. 
OR 2-6245 


eee 








Union Cards and 
PROFESSIONALS RECOGNIZED 
COSMETICS ® DRUGS 
VITAMINS @ PARFUMS 


CITY DRUGS 


845 7th Ave. (54 St.) New York 
“BIGGEST LITTLE DRUG STORE" 
WE DELIVER—CI 6-5331 




















the key 
to 

the Negro 
market 


ViV@) VEN YORK 
Representatives: Jo 


; tors to assay 


was modest and unassuming in dis- 
cussing his future plans, his Con- 
necticut farm, his prize hens which 
are for sale and his five children 
which aren't. 

Carney confided how he does 
his imitations of celebrities. “I 
and think of the man,” he 
said, “and sometimes I use props 
such as a cigaret holder.” By some 
quirk of programming, immediate- 
ly after he mimiced FDR's famil- 
iar “.. . My friends ’ the voice 
of Mrs. Roosevelt was heard in 
that controversial spot announce- 
ment plugging Good Luck Mar- 
garine. 

Sandwiched in the 115 minutes 
running’ time are occasional 
weather reports, sports announce- 
ments, bon mots from the affable 
Blair and Russell plus a now and 
then tune from Henderson's com- 
bo. Withal, it’s a lively outing save 
for the aforesaid spot announce- 
ments. After the umpteenth plug 
for Jello, for example, Borge com- 
mented, “You serve a lot of that ig 

Gilb. 


THE EDUCATED WOMAN 
With Edward R. Murrow as nar- 
rator; guests 
Producer: Bob Allison 
Writer: Bob Allison 
55 Mins., Thurs. (30); 9:05 p.m. 
CBS Radio, from New York (tape) 
A century ago they dubbed her 
a female. Fifty years later she was 
slugged a lady. Today she’s tagged 
a woman—an educated lass, no 
less, grimly determined to play 
more than the mere role of house- 
keeper and breeder of children. 
The saga of her emancipation 
and the fact that she is now able 
to do more than grapple with the 
3 R’s was handled in rather quiet, 
serious fashion on “The Educated 
Woman,” a special production of 
the Public Affairs Dept. of CBS 
news over CBS Radio (30) with 
Edward R. Murrow as narrator 
Though not startling in content, 
“The Educated Woman” did afford 
college-educated gals and educa- 
their position in 
present day society. The hits, runs 
and errors of upper education for 
women were examined by a wide 


assortment of figures including 
Archibald MacLeish, Vice Admiral 
!Hyman G. Rickover, Barbara 











| Ward 





| Beach etc., 
{were a sdlid feature act in 


Dr 
Brooklyn College, 
lor of Sarah 


Harry Gideonse of 
Dr. Harold Tay- | 
Lawrence, Millicent 
C. McIntosh of Barnard and 
Mother O'Byrne of Manhattanville. 

Two women, somewhat allied to 
the fifth estate, also appeared on 
the program. They were Janet 
Brewster, Mt. Holyoke ’33, who has 
more than a nodding acquaintance 


with Murrow (in fact, she IS Mrs 
Murrow) and a woman identified 
as Mrs. David Lowe, graduate of 
the Univ. of Rochester, who turned 
out to be Harriet Van Horne, N.Y. 
World Telly tv critic 

Mrs. Murrow said her college 
education made it possible for her 
to want to learn more about the 
rest of the world. “It made me re- 
ceptive to wanting to know 
people,” she said. Mrs. Lowe 
opined that the best thing college 
did for her was to give her high 
standards in,intellectual matters 
She revealed She's an eternal take1 
of courses and observed that one 
is a better mother and better wife 
“if you have a life of the spirit 
an inner life. You're born alone 
and you die alone, and it’s your 
inner life that sees you through.” 

Rickove1 as usual, was _ his 


punching self, saying isn’t it time 
this country removed the stigma of 
“unfemininity’” from our brainy 
women. Dan Schorr, CBS's former 
Moscow correspondent, described 
the educated women in Russia, 
saying that under the Soviet con- 
cept of sex equality woman’s place 


is in the home only after working 
hours. 

Miss Ward suggested the re- 
training of married women after 
their children had grown up. Diana 


Trilling thought there was an 
enormous amount of sullenness be- 
tween the sexes and Eunice 
Roberts, Dean of Faculties, Indiana 
Univ., came up with notion that an 
educated woman is frequently un- 
desirable from the point of view of 
a man. She said she knew some 
bright students who in the pres- 
ence of men don’t show themselves 
to be quite as intelligent because 
they think that the man doesn’t 
like it. Jerome Ellison, teacher of 
journalism, said not all girls 
should carry a full four-year cur- 
riculum. They should go out and 
get a job, he said, because there 
is no reason to prolong the child- 
hood of young people in an over- 
sized playpen 

Obviously, “The Educated Wom- 
an” didn’t get much of an ear from 
those steadfast CBS Radio listen- 
ers who sit and sigh over the an- 
guished, agonizing problems con- 
fronting the characters in. such 
soapers as “Helen Trent” and 
“Young Dr. Malone.” If, per- 
chance, they tuned in on “The 
Educated Woman” they undoubt- 
edly felt like the lower castes of 
India. Rans. 
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Radio Followup 














Bea Kalmus Show 

It was showbiz torch night a 
week ago Monday post-midnight 
over WMGM, N. Y., via Bea Kal- | 
mus who has succeeded Johnny | 
Johnston as a micro-domo from | 
Jack Silverman's International 
Casino (Celebrity Room). Gloria | 
DeMarco was torching for the re- 
union of the quintet—‘“marriages, 
husbands, individual careers, noth- 
ing should have broken up the De- 
Marco Sisters’—and averred she 
wasn't concerned “if Arlene heard 
this”, etc. It was not hysterial | 
stuff; it was more bitter-sweet pro- 
fessional disappointment. As she 
expounded, overriding Miss Kal- 
mus’ well-intentioned caution, she | 
(Gloria) is “now 29 years old and 
1 have been singing with my sis- | 
ters, as each new one was born and 
joined the act, 27 of these 29 years | 
since I first started singing when 
I was two years old”. 

Whatever the reasons for the 
quintet’s breakup—she is correct 
that husbands and marriages fig- 
ured—the act had more impact 
em masse than singly. Miss DeMarco 
took “weekend nitery engagements” 
very lightly; stated that this | 
doesn’t approach the bigtime of 
the Copa, Chez, Vegas, Miami 
when the five sisters 
the 


| better clubs. | 


| who 


Vicariously, Nicky de Francois 
ad libbed on the ivories 
your piano needs tuning badly, 
Bea’’), did a good trailer for Tillie’s} 


| West 52d St. side street pub Kal | 


| Beach in more recent years, 


| apparent ly, 


according to Miss Kal- 
|mus’ enthusiastic hearalding, gets | 
ithe show biz bunch from Holly- 
} wood and Broadway as a windup- 


= | pery for his soft pianologing torch- | 
: jants, It says here. | 
By and large Miss Kalmus, a 


vet at the intime show biz mike in- | 
terview stuff from the late joints, | 
is a worthy successor to Johnston. ; 

She has been a staple in Miami | 
mark- | 


ing her first open-mike, nocturnal | 


| stent in Gotham in five or six years. | 


el. 


}ern university. 


|chairman of the department 


| Book.” 








"Spectrum Space 


eae Continued from page 37 =a 
assurance that the executive 
branch of Government, including 
the military, would share federal 


secrets (involved in justifying Gov- 
ernment requirements for spec- 
trum space) with the subcommittee 

The executive branch, which pre- 
viously has tried to get Congress to 
authorize Presidential commissions 
to make the study, moved into the 
temporary stalemate Thursday (30) 


by announcing FCC and OCDM 
have taken over. The agencies 
have the power to act without Con- 
gress doing anything. 

Dead in the wake of the an- 
nouncement was President Eisen- 
hower’s request to Congress earlier 


this year for a Presidentially-ap- 
pointed commission to work with 
OCDM on the task. Congress was 


certain to reject that plan anyway 


The OCDM-FCC study, to be 
conducted on a continuing basis 
will seek ways and means to ac- 


commodate expansion and growth | 
of the broadcasting industry and 
provide “reasonable transition 
periods” in the spectrum reshuffling 
process 


Ohio State Awards 


cm CONtinued from page 22 


Jer Board of Education 
WBGO-FM, Newark. 

Radio—Class 4. 
Social Problems 
tional): No Awards; (Group II— 
Regional): First Award, “As Chil- 
dren See the World,” University of 
Tennessee; (Group III—Local) 
First Award, “Psychologically 
Speaking,” Mrs. Lee R. Steiner 
and WEVD, University of the Air, 
New York 

Television—Class 3. Personal 
and Social Problems (Group I— 
Neiwork First Award, “Close- 
Up,” Canadian Broadcasting Corp.: 
Honorable Mention, “Open House,” 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp.; Hon- 
orable Mention, “Armstrong Circle 
Theatre,” Talent Associates, Ltd., 
and Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem; Honorable Mention, “Out- 
look,” National Broadcasting Co.: 
Honorable Mention, “The Twenti- 
eth Century,” Columbia Broadcast- 
ing System; Honorable Mention, 
“People Are Taught to be Differ- 
ent Texas Southern University, 
KUHT-TV, Houston and National 
Educational Television and Radio 
Center; (Group II—Local): First 
Award, “Escape from the Cage,” 
WCET, Cincinnati; Honorable Men- 
tion, “The Human Heart,” The Up- 
john Company, American Heart 
Association and KRON-TV, San 
Francisco 


‘Ghetto Boys’ 


Centinued from page 21 
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Taylor for the job but when Taylor 
decided on the Columbia Univ. Art 
Center, Seldes was prevailed upon 
to accept the Univ. of Pennsylvania 
post. 

Siepmann was the first of the 
savants of the popular arts to head | 
up an academic corner of an East- 
Since 1946 he’s 
been professor of education and 
of 
(dramatic art 
journalism, tv, films, radio, com- 
munications in education and 
Graduate Institute of Book Pub- 
lishing) at New York U. and di-| 
rector of its film library. Previ- 
ously he was with the BBC and 
was one of the authors of the 
FCC’s much-publiczed “Blue 


communications 


Concensus is that this erudite 
and persuasive trio—Seldes, Tay- | 
lor and Siepmann—with the vast 
educational resources at their com- 
mand, with use their professional | 
skills .and integrity to steer a/| 
new crop of shibboleth-demolishing 
entrants into the various = 4 

} 
| 


arts including the fifth estate. It 
could well augur the arrival of a/| 
deeply-reflective force of broad- 
| casters who would put to rout the | 
more cynical operatives of the in- | 
dustry, so it is being said by ad- 
vocates of the above-mentioned | 
radio-video-minded academicians. 





Ottawa—CBC-TV drama _pro- 
ducer Ron Weymar left Friday (1) 
for a month’s leave of absence in 
England. While there he'll direct, 
for ABC-TV, a play he did in 
Canada last fall, “The Small Rain,” 
by Lister Sinclair of Toronto, 





| UNFAIR LABOR RAP 


PINNED ON WCKT 


Washington, May 5 
A National Labor’ Relations 
Board Trial Examiner has found 


Biscayne Television Corp., owner 
of Miami station WCKT, guilty of 
unfair practices for using 
coercion in staving off an attempt 
unionize its news department. 
Charges against the station were 
brought by locals 666 and 780 of 
the IATSE after four employes 
who had signed up for the union 
had been fired. 

NLRB Examiner Sidney Lindner 
found that management officials 
had threatened dissolution of the 
news department, asked employes 
to vote against the union and 
otherwise interfered with the 
rights of WCKT employes. 

He recommended that the sta- 
tion be ordered to desist from the 
practices and offer the dismissed 
employes immediate and full re- 
instatement to their former jobs. 


labor 


to 





Louisville—Following up a rec- 
ord radio college basketball sched- 
ule, WHAS Radio is airing 30 horse 


races, those already run at Keene- 
| land, Lexington, Ky., and the 19- 
|day spring meet at Churchill 


Downs, Louisville. Station will also 
originate the description of the 
Kentucky Derby for the CBS Radio 
network. 











HIG 
HES 


says Cecil Trigg, Pres. & Gen. Mgr. 


KOSA-TV 


ODESSA, TEXAS 


For heavy artillery against 
competition, station managers 
swear by Warner Bros. fea- 
tures for the highest ratings. 
As Cecil Trigg puts it: 


Warner Bros. features play a 
major part in giving us a sweep 
of afternoon ratings. Our 
‘Command Matinee’ featuring 
Warner Bros. films has the high- 
est cumulative daytime rating 
in the market . . . a whopping 
26.3 ARB in November!” 


KOSA-TV’s enthusiasm for 
Warner Bros. features is ech- 
oed by stations everywhere. 
Hardboiled sponsors sign up 
again and again for these top 
rating films. Cut yourself a 
juicy slice of these profits. Call 
us today. 


U.d.d. 


NEW YORK, 345 Madison Ave., MUrray Hill 6-2323 
CHICAGO, 75 E. Wacker Dr., DEarborn 2-2030 
DALLAS, 151) Bryan St., Riverside 7-8553 

LOS ANGELES, 9110 Sunset Bivd., CRestview 6-5888 
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with the virile star as the key at- 
trac 

This formula is already being 
followed at ABC, which in an effort 
poth to escape the onus of “the 
western network” and to lend fur- 


tio! 


ther variety to its programming, 
has scheduled such diverse offer- 
ings as “Bourbon Street Beat,” 
“Hawaiian Eye,’ “Robert Taylor’s 
Detectives “The Alaskans,” and 

Adventures in Paradise.” Fact of 
tl matter is that this season, the 


network has only 


westerns, 


scheduled two 
one of which 


is actually a reprise of an older 
or Clint Walker's “Cheyenne.’ 
Yet, ABC still shapes as the net- 
work to beat next season, not so 
much on the strength of its west- 
erns as on the basis of an action- 

pattern that still draws 


adventure 
} yusewives to complete 
desirable “family audience.” 


Until the advent of the western 


there was no vehicle for the 
rugged, virile outdoor type on tele- 
Visic There were a few detec- 
tive shows, most notable of which 
was Dragnet” (which achieved 
much the same effect via Jack 
Webb), but otherwise it was a ques- 
tion of straight dramatics, comedy 
and personality shows. The oater 
mere happened to be the form by 
whi the James Arnesses, the Jim 
Gar the Hugh O’Brians and 
the Walkers were launched. 

Key to the puzzle came this sea- 
son on ABC, when the web and 
V 1er Bros. proved the same ef- 
fect could be achieved in a non- 
western format. It was the click of 
“77 Sunset Strip” and the emer- 


gence of Efrem Zimbalist Jr. as a 
top video personality that proved 


the convincer for ABC, Out of 
this came two basic series formats 
for fall, “Bourbon Street Beat,” 
and “Hawaiian Eye.” And it was 


a guiding principle for plotting of 


“The Alaskans” and purchase of 
“Adventures in Paradise’ from 
20th-Fox 
Analyzing The Flops 

As an added measure of the po- 
tency of the new breed of star, it’s 
interesting to note that those west- 
erns which have flopped have 
done so primarly because the 
star didn't have it. In most 
cases the shows themselves 
were well-enough produced but the 
star failed to pull the housefrau, 
and the audience difference was 
enough to mean failure. Converse- 


ly, there are some high-rated west- 
erns with poor production values 
but a gutsy enough leading man to 
pull down hefty ratings. 


Studies of the profile of the new 


televisic star reveals some inter- 
estir fferences from his early 
motion picture counterparts. For 
one thing, he’s older, in his mid- 
: For another, he’s physically 
I e essential ingredient seems 
t gestion of strength and power. 
The sgedness must stand out, 
whe the emphasis is on humor, 
as with Garner, sophistication, as 
with Zimbalist, or plain masculin- 
itv as with Arness. 

Fortunately, the exigencies of 


production have created a built-in 
method for building younger stars. 
Emergence of the hour shows, 
which require two stars because of 
the physical strain of production, 
has permitted the telefilm studios 
t a younger one to alternate 
with the more mature “major” star 


») Ca 


of the series. As the youngsters 
build appeal and gain maturity, 
they can be cast in major roles in 
their own series. 

As f the gals, s.a.-in-the-l].r. 
seems a one-sided affair. There’s 
virtually no demand for femme 
stars for a running series, except 
i edy shows or in supporting 
roles \ 1 the male stars. The 
femme hostess bit will have rep- 
resentation next season in Loretta 
Youn Barbara Stanwyck and 
June Allyson, but overall the ef- 
fect f the gals on the ratings 
seen negligible in comparison 

; +} 7 


male counterparts, 


New Zenith Chairman 


Chicago, May 5. 
Hugh Robertson has been elected 


board chairman of Zenith Radio 
Corp., filling a post that has been 
vacant since the death of Commadr, 


Eugene F. McDonald last year. Jo- 
seph S. Wright, formerly exec vee- 


pee, succeeds Robertson as prexy 
and will act also as general man- 
ager. 


WHCT, HARTFORD U, AS |F. M. Folsom’s Old Home 


that 
} 


| ing 


WNTA-TV, Newark 
itself an “affiliate” in 
WHCT, the UHF that CBS lately 
sold to Edward Taddei because it 
wasn’t making a go of it as an o&o0, 
has signed a deal with the Gotham 
outlet to pick up by direct coaxial 


up and got 
Hartford. 


WNTA-TV ‘SATELLITE’ 


feed approximately 20 hours a 
week of live and taped program- 
ming. In effect, the former CBS 
outlet becomes a parttime “‘satel- 


lite” for the N. Y. station 

WNTA, in an effort to expand its 
coverage to 364,000 additional tv 
homes in Connecticut and southern 
Massachusetts, is feeding ‘at an 
additional charge to advertisers 
who want to go along with it) the 
Hartford UHF'er Alexander 
King, Henry Morgan, Mike Wal- 
lace, Richard Willis, et al, stanzas. 


the 


KPLR-TV Preems 
St. Louis, May 5 

KPLR-TV, St. Louis’ fifth tele- 
vision station, made its air debut 
Tuesday (28) at 7 p.m open- 
ceremonies featuring a half- 
hour of the Pearl Bailey di- 
rect from the Chase where 
Miss B. & Co. currently 
headlined. 

The new station, St. Louis’ one 
and only independent TV-er, will | 
telecast St. Louis Cardinal out-of- 
town games throughout the season 
and plans extensive programming 
of live local shows. 

Harold Koplar, president of 
the Chase Hotel, also is prexy of 
220 Television, Inc., operators of 


with 


show 
Club 
were 


| Channel 11, 





Week in Oregon; Tells 
Portlanders About TV 


Portland, Ore., May 5. 

Color tv will be standard within 
three years and the next big step 
in video is live trans-Atlantic tv, 
Frank M. Folsom, RCA’s chairman 
of the board of directors, said at 
the Portland Downtown Rotary 
Club luncheon here last week on 
the occasion of KGW-TV’s switch 
to the NBC-TV network. 


Folsom, born in nearby McMinn- | 


ville (Ore.) and practically a local- 
boy-makes-good, predicted nothing 


revolutionary in tv set construction | 


beyond tube improvement. A cable 
is being laid now, he said, for 
trans-Atlantic tv transmission, He 
forecast newspapers projected on 
Portland tv screens as fast as they 
are printed in New York but was 
certain that tv wouldn't replace 
the daily newspaper. 

RCA expects to produce 80,000 
color tv receivers this year, Folsom 
said. One of the principal prob- 
lems to overcome, however, is 
transmission in certain parts of the 
country. That problem, he _ ex- 
plained, belongs to the telephone 
company handling cables and other 
transmission facilities. 

He said consumers will get a less 
expensive color tv receiver when 
tubes are manufactured automati- 
cally and production costs lowered 
RCA has yet to make a profit on 
color tv sets, he added. 

Folsom nixed toll tv. “Why pay 
for what you can get for free?” he 
said. 





Was Cleve. Transit Off Its Trolley? 


WERE Promotion Starts Off Promising But 
Winds Up as Political Football 


Cleveland, May 5. 
What began here as a promising 
promotion by Radio Station WERE 
has ended as a political 
but with the station 
mum promotion i.*' 
WERE had cc .t ted with the 
city-owned Cleveland Transit Sys- 


football 
setting maxi- 
age anyway 


tem to paint its call letters and a 
plug for its news coverage, to- 
gether with plugs for the CTS 
Rapid Transit, on three’ RT 
bridges. 

When the large. bright, day-glow 
signs appeared, the transit board 


was quizzed on the procedure, i. e.: 
Had other stations been invited to 


bid on the ad space? Did the signs 
constitute traffic hazards by dis- 
tracting motorists? 

Transit men replied that they 


had acted without consulting their 
board, that they had not taken bids 
to get best price for the space, and 
that the signs were OK by them 
since they plugged the Rapid Tran- 
sit as well as the radio station. 

The fat was in the fire 

Other stations 
they never had a crack at the 
prime-bridge space. It’s over three 
heavily traveled streets. 

Tom Ireland, running for mayor 
on the Republican ticket, com- 
plained of collusion between Dem- 


squawked that 


» Ray Miller, WERE board chairman 


and county Democratic leader. 

It was pointed out that the ad 
deal was thought up by Richard 
Klaus, WERE general manager, 
and that his father, Mayo Klaus, is 
a partner in the ad agency con- 
cerned 

Klaus senior said he sold the 
space (for a figure no one will 


reveal) to his son “because he 
thought up the idea.” 

With the shout of “politics!” 
growing, Mayor Celebrezze told 


the transit board to have the signs 
painted out 

WERE promotion department 
toyed with idea of additional mile- 
age (on top of daily Page One 
space, editorials) by having its disk 
jockeys do the repainting 


Klaus junior nixed that. “It 
might be construed as being too 
cute,” he said, 


The bridges are back to normal, 
WERE is looking for new outdoor 
ad space. 


Dallas—Expansion of Commer- 
cial Recording Corp. here by prexy 
Tom Merriman put Dick Morrison, 
formerly general manager of 
KBOX here, in as general sales 
manager, with Bob Farrar upped 
to veepee. Tom Loy is the new 
chief engineer and Kay Nesom, hag 


ocratic Mayor Tony Celebrezze and! been named office manager. 








———________ 





LAUGHTER 


Great 


show. 


A laugh a second. 27 


minutes of ever-loving fun. 








Crities rave. 


Ratings swoosh upwards into orbit. Everybody shakes hands. . . . But there’s a lot 


more to it than that. ... For our clients’ money, a TV or radio show isn’t a hit until 


sales and profits are right up there with the ratings. 
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€) The commercial is the payoff 


SON, INC. 





KUDOS! 

7 
“CANNONBALL 
even greater 

success than 
anticipated. 
Most important 
to General 
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_ | was deluged with wires and letters 0’ 
— | from the public wishing him uest for Pilots WNB \) LEAD, 1ST 
speedy recovery and Sam Leven- Q 
Television Followup Comment — sss": ii onthe TIME IN 2 YEARS 
|}morning tv show, and Robert Q. | =m Continued from page 27 — Chicago, May 5. 
aaneam —_ Continued from page 31 : Lewis, dittoing — the — “ye | aac: teitiaane: Gide iy tek ineie For the first time in two years 
fell silent for a moment, an eventu-| what its followers call “La Vita Kept their listeners informe ket research department of Mc-|NBC-TV’s Chi station, WNBQ, 


ality which Susskind earlier called 

“something too exquisite to con- 

template.” Herm. 
Armstrong Circle Theatre 

Nothing new was added to the 
file on jukebox racketeering in 
Armstrong Circle Theatre’s “Sound 
of Violence” on CBS-TV last week 
(29). An okay hour’s production 
was mated to a superficial exami- 
nation by scripter Art Wallace of 
the McClellan Senate Committee's 
front page findings, reduced to a 
“little picture” pegged on mythical 
Walker City in the midwest. 

For an “actuality” series of this 
stature to pursue the common 
melier route in this instance (and 
done scores of times by both Holly- 
wood and tv without benefit of 
Senate-sparked ballyhoo) indicated 
poor judgment in all directions. 
Just an off-week. 


Senator McClellan appeared| 


after the finis with some hard- 
hitting words vn corruption in the 
jukebox field, but what preceded 
him was too tame to excite anyone. 





Trau. 

Kaleidoscope : 
Virtually every aspect of circus 
life has been explored, but 


“Kaleidoscope’s” rendition on Sun- 
day (3) of “Roll out the Sky” 
worked itself into an entertaining 
and fairly complete exposition of 





| Petroleum Dealers 
in the 
Phoenix area, 
CANNONBALL 
is promotable.” 
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488 Madison Ave. * New York 22 
Telephone « Plaza §-2100 


Briliante.” 

Charles Van Doren, taking a 
camera crew to the Christiani 
Circus, one of the few remaining 
all-canvas shows, provided a bit 
of entertainment and enlighten- 
ment on the hard, rigorous and 
dangerous, albeit rewarding life. 
The Christianis are a circus dy- 
nasty with some member of the 
clan in this business for nearly 90 
| years. They have developed top 
| acrobats, riders, aerialists and 
| virtually every other kind of act. 
| Not all are under the name of 
| Christiani, there are Canestrellis 
and other names that have come 
into the family. But it’s Mama and 
Papa Christiani who rule the 
troupe. As Van Doren pointed 





any other business, runs beneath 
the spangles. Antoinette has a 


she reflects that there aren't 
enough talents replacing those that 
retire or leave this life. Lucio 
whose wife went to visit the city 
many years ago and never came 
back, often walks in the rain, but 
on the tanbark, his every move 
brings a laugh. 

Van Doren went through the 
Christiani’s home life in Sarasota, 
their rehearsals, actual show ex- 


cerpts and finally, the respite 
afterward. The show too had a 
bitter-sweet quality. These are 


essentially homey people who are 
addicted to this hard and danger- 
ous life. Most of them would have 
it no other way apparently. The 
®ameras got across that feeling 
wonderfully well. and even with 
the over-acting audience, “Kaleido- 
scope” provided a rewarding ses- 
sion. Jose. 





Wisdom 

Sunday (3) appearance on NBC- 
TV’s “Wisdom” of authoress Pearl 
Buck was unusual. The Nobel 
prize winner did not so specifically 
add to the body of knowledge about 
China, Chinese custom and Chi- 
nese belief as she did through her 
words create an atomosphere. She 
discoursed on the Chinese concep- 
tions of art, family, schooling, re- 
ligion and communism and instead 
of forwarding any noteworthy spe- 
cifics, the Chinese-trained Miss 
Buck’s gentle demeanor and soft, 
yet vigorous way of speaking was 
in itself an object lesson on how 
well the Chinese prepared their 
young for life. 

The writer, aided by her cul- 
tured Chinese step-daughter-in- 
law, Mrs. Richard Walsh Jr., car- 
ried on pleasantly for a full half- 
hour, aided immeasurably by the 
network’s excellent film cameras. 














Art. 
Godfrey 
aaa Continued from page 21 2a 


that he would be able to return as 
the new interviewer on “Person to 
Person” in the fall lineup. The 
web said it was not seeking anyone 
else, at this time, to replace Ed- 
ward R. Murrow, the regular “P to 
P” personality who’s embarking 
on a _ sabbatical. Godfrey was 
quoted as saying that he’d be back 
on the airlanes, adding that he 
knew people who've lived a long 


time with only one lung. “I've 
flown one-engine before,” he 
cracked. 


That Godfrey's an international 
figure was clearly demonstrated 
when news of his serious illness 
first broke on the airlanes. The 
play it received in the press and 
wire services was enormous and 
aimost got the magnitude of space 
accorded the cancer plight of for- 
mer Secretary of State Dulles. 
Every detail of Godfrey's arrival 


tive procedures after his five-hour 
experience on the operating table 
resulted in page one news both 
here and abroad. The removal of 
Godfrey's lung cancer also was 
said to have had a deleterious ef- 
fect on cigaret stocks on the big 
board. Stock brokers attributed 
the sagging of such tobacco stocks 


bacco and Reynolds Tobacco to the 


removal of part of Godfrey's left 
lung. 


in the outcome of Godfrey's oper- 
ation, that Dick Krolich, the per- 
former’s personal publicity aide, 
was assigned special quarters in 
the hospital’s public relations de- 
partment in order to handle the 





out, every kind of emotion, like in | 


two months. At CBS it was hoped 


at the hospital and the post-opera- | 


as Liggett & Myers, American To- | 


So great was the press interest | 


the medical bulletins and made 
deeply-felt editorial comment as 
the days slipped by. Kathi Godfrey 
Godfrey’s sister, and a performer 
in her own right, made an appear- 
ance on Henry Morgan’s show over 
WNTA-TV last Friday (1). Morgan 
turned the interview, into a fitting 
salute to her brother without it 
becoming a maudlin mess. 


London Mirror's 
$4,750,000 Asking 
Price on TV Link 


London, May 5. 

Daily Mirror Newspapers Ltd 
is asking arcund $4,750,000 for its 
one-third holding in Southern Tele- 
vision Ltd., commercial network 
operating in the south of England. 
The publishing house must unload 
its stake under a legal obligation 
requiring that no one individual or 
group may hold an interest in more 
than one commercial web. Circum- 
stance is, that already a stockholder 
in the London weekend company 
Associated Tele Vision, Daily Mirror 
Newspapers came into Southern 
TV through its acquisition earlier 
this year of Amalgamated Press 
Ltd., equal partner in that tv out- 
fit with the Rank Organization dnd 
Associated Newspapers. 

The Mirror holding consists of 


bitter-sweet kind of sadness when | 


around $550,000 in loan stock, for | 


which it is seeking par value, and 
33.333 $2.80 ordinary shares for 
which it’s asking about $125 apiece. 
The Rank Organization and Asso- 
ciated Newspapers have first option 
to buy, but so far there’s no indi- 
cation that a firm offer has been 
made However it’s known that 
each is interested, especially since 
the decision by the Independent 
Television Authority in March to 
allocate the new satellite station at 
Dover, Kent, to Southern TV, this 
adding to the web’s area 

The Mirror sale has to be ef- 
fected within three months. It’s 
reported that, should neither Rank 
nor Associated Newspapers buy, 
bids would come from W. H. 
Smith & Son, major newsstand 
operators and print distributors, 
the publishing house of Odhams 
Press Ltd.. and Portsmouth & Sun- 
derland Newspapers Ltd. 





‘Rent as You Tape’ 
Mobile Video Unit 
Launched on Coast 


Hollywood, May 5. 

First commercial mobile video 
tape unit available on a rental 
basis in the nation will go into 
operation this week in Hollywood. 
Mobile Video Tapes Inc., formed 
by three former ABC-TV techni- 
cians, has built a_ self-contained 


mobile unit and will make it avail- | 


, able to independent producers and 
networks and agencies on a rental 
basis. 

The unit has an Ampex tape re- 
corder, 
outputs for two more, and its own 
power source, enabling it to tape 
anywhere and even while it's in 
motion. The unit is the fourth of 
its kind in existence. 
its own Videotape Cruiser, used 


primarily for demonstration pur- | 


poses, CBS-TV and John Guedel 
use one for “On the Go,” and In- 
tercontinental Television Corp. 
operating one in Europe. It was 
use of this latter cruiser that 
touched off the current NABET 
strike against NBC-TV over the 
tapes of the “Today” show made 
in Paris. 

Mobile Video Tapes is headed 
by Jack Meyer, Claire Higgins and 
John T. Allen Jr., all former ABC 
engineer-cameramen. They formed 
the company last November and 
have since been constructing the 
unit, which they completed this 
week. Company already has ex- 
tensive commitments. It will tape 
three pilots for Monte Proser Pro- 
| ductions, three for Wisberg-Klein 
| Productions and one for Joe Landis 
Productions, as well as 20 full 
| half-hour shows for Jack LaLane, 
who plans to syndicate the body- 


avalanche of calls from various | building shows. Proser pilots are 
media of communication. Godfrey |‘‘Las Vegas Starwagon,” to be done 


two camera chains with | 


Ampex has | 


Cann Erickson; and Melvin Por- 
hetz, advertising manager of Ideal 
| Toy Co. 

As to how the public will get in- 
|volved in the judging of pilots, 
a spokesman spoke rather loosely 
of a closed circuit national hook- 
up or even buying time on the net- 
work for pilot exposure. 


plained, was to find four or five 
pilots which could be successful 
and which they could finance, En- 
tries, though, the spokesman stated, 
need not bind themselves to Finan- 
cial Credit Corp, financing. 


| According to balance sheet, ac- | 


companying the announcement, 
Finiancial Credit Corp., as of Sept 
30, '58, has total current assets of 
$9,765,210 and total current liabili- 
ties of $4,442,453. 

Announcement spoke of an “im- 
mediate need for more select pro- 
gramming on tv” and the desira- 
bility of having the public vote on 
what they want to see. 








‘Riverboat’ 


Centinued from page 26 








j}eouldn’t have been undertaken 
were it not for the U-I takeover by 
Revue. The system of rivers an 
lakes on the U backlot permits the 
series to be filmed there in its en- 
tirety, whereas at Revue’s old Re- 
public headquarters, a good portion 
would have to be filmed at costly 
locations. He doubts Revue would 
have tried to do the series at Re- 
public 

Present plans call for Bricken 
to do eight out of the first 13, with 
the team of Dick Bartlett & Nor- 
man Jolley to produce the other 
five. Already set for scripting as- 
j}signments are filmwriter Franklin 
Coen, Halsey Malone, Hagar Wilde 
and Tom Sellers. Two of the epi- 
sodes are already completed, but 
company lays off until May 23, be- 
cause McGavin has to do five more 
“Mike Hammer” segments for Re- 
vue. After the five, he'll continue 
to shuttle between the two shows, 
with 11 more “Hammers” to be 
made 

This will give McGavin the dis- 
tinction of being the first star of 
two firstrun series running con- 
currently in the same season, the 
half-hour syndicated “Spillane” and 
the hourlong “Riverboat.” 


Continued from page 27 


|Temple Fairy Tales” series on 
| ABC. Press time new one is “Un- 
dercover” for Pharmaceuticals. 
Desilu will 
house,’ “The Texan” and “Ann 
Southern Show” on CBS. “Texan” 
and “Southern” are 














Additionally, “The Untouchables,” 
one hour, ABC; and possibility of 
hour version of “Jean Lafitle” fea- 
turing Fernando Lamas on NBC. 
The lineup of CBS 


| figure. It includes: “The Lineup,” 
“December Bride.” “Rawhide,” 

“Twilight Zone,” “Perry Mason,” 
;\“Blue Men,” “Have Gun Wiil 
Travel” and “Gunsmoke.” 

New indies gaining entries in- 
clude Jack Cooper Productions 
with “Hennessy” and Mirisch Co. 
with “Wichita Town.” Ziv will 
have “Space Show,” CBS; and 
|“Bat Masterson,” NBC. 
| Artists Television has “Trouble- 
| shooters” on NBC and Paramount 
| Pictures, another fresh 
| outfit, has “Space Adventure” on 
| CBS. 


jin Vegas, “A Date to Remember” 
j}and “International House.” Lan- 
dis’ pilot is “It’s News to Me,” 
| while initial Wisberg-Klein entry 
| will be “Congo,” a jungle-adven- 
ture series. 

Meanwhile, Ampex is putting its 
| own demonstration cruiser to work 
commercially for the first time. 
}Ampex unit, now in Miami, will 
(hop up to Annapolis to tape the 
ABC-TV Pat Boone show of May 
14. Boone is appearing at the 
Naval Academy next week and the 
Ampex Cruiser will tape on May 
12-14, editing the tapes in time for 
the show. It will spend all of this 





Motion Picture & Television Engi- 
neers convention, 





Financial 
Credit Corp.’s interest, it was ex- | 


have “Desilu Play- | 


partnered | 
affairs with other production firms. | 


labelled | 


United | 


telefilm | 


week in Miami at the Society of | 


leads this market in total audience 
share in an ARB monthly report. 
The April survey shows the NBC 
o&0 outpointing the consistent 
leader, WBBM-TV (CBS), 31.8 to 
29.0, from signon to signoff seven 
days a week. WGN-TV was run- 
ner-up with 20.9 and WBKB lagged 
with 18.3. 

Period of the survey was April 
6-12. It included the high scoring 
Academy Awards presentations. 





Summer Sponsor For 


3 Dick Clark Specials 


American Machine & Foundry 
has a half order placed with ABC- 
TV for three 60-minute live Dick 
Clark specials this summer and 
now the network is seeking out the 
other 50° of the client lineup in 
order to get the hotspell three- 
parter on the air. 

Clark's first tentative show is 
tagged “The Three Stooges,” with 
the three zanies a principal part of 
the hour, targeted for Monday, 
| June 1 in the 7:30 period. Second, 
“Record Years,” a rock 'n’ roll 
| show, may go Sunday, June 14, at 


49:30. Last, “World of Manhattan,” 


a tour of the night spots, is booked 
for Sunday at 9:30 on July 26. En- 
tire deal is contingent on another 
sponsor. 
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ESTATE FOR SALE 
120 Acres in the Rolling 


Foot Hills of the Berkshires 


A residential recreation paradise 
with a tong, six hole golf course; 
clay tennis court, swimming pool. 
There's a six acre spring-fed lake, 
stocked with bass and bive gills; 
three fully equipped cottages each 
with separate kitchen, heating plant 
and screened porches—ali modern in 
every respect and with perfect se- 
clusion on a private road off main 
read. Low texes and upkeep. it's 
fully equipped mechanically with un- 
limited water supply, tool sheds and 
appropriate eutbyiidings. 90 miles 
from New York City on the Dutchess 
Columbia County berder. Price and 
appointment to inspect on applica- 
tion. Call WAlker 5-4048 weekdays 
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10th Annual 
WHITE MOUNTAINS’ 
FESTIVAL of the 7 ARTS 
July 3rd to 20th 


SKY HIGH in the 
WHITE MOUNTAINS 


5 LAKES © 3,500 ACRES 


TREN 


Pike « New Hampshire 


Information: Walter Jacobs 


* 
| MEN'S HAIR STYLING 


For Stage, Screen and Television 
Celebrities by appointment only. 
Hair cutting exclusively with 


GOLD SCISSOR—$5.00 
By TOM FUCARINO 


(Member of A.F.T.R.A.—S.4.G.) 
MUSIC HALL BARBER SHOP 
704 Third Ave., New York, MU 2-9388 §f 
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SMART NEW APARTMENTS 


415 EAST 80 ST. 
New 


from 5. 
(Alse Avaliable Furnished) 
New Elevator Bidg. Owner-Mgft. 
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Judge Blocks Rose 


Move to Drop Suit 


Vs. Bourne; Presses for Full Test Case 


The critical music biz issue in-+— 


volved in the Billy Rose suit 
against Bourne Music over the re- 
newal assignment of “That Old 
Gang of Mine” will be pressed to 
a fall decision against the wishes 
of the plaintiff cleffers, Rose, Ray 
Henderson and the estate of the 
late Mort Dixon. Judge Edward 
Dimock, in N. Y. Federal Court 
last week, denied the plaintiffs’ 
motion to dismiss with prejudice 
and granted the defendant’s coun- 
ter-motion for full adjudication. 
The suit involves a test case of 
the copyright renewal assignment | 
clause in the pre-1932 contracts | 
between publishers and songwrit- | 
ers. Under this provision, the ee 
writer generally granted the pub- | 


lisher rights to the second term | 


of the copyright along with the 
first. Rose contested this clause 
in his original complaint against 
Bourne, contending that the re- 
newal assignment was invalid be- 
cause there was no separate “con- 
sideration” for the second copy- 
right term. 


Early in the tria! of the issues a | 


couple of months ago, Judge Di- 
mock indicated that 


original contract was valid. How- 


ever, since a test case was involved, | 


he continued to take testimony for 
the benefit of the Court of Appeal 


in the event that the plaintiffs ap-/ 


pealed 
for 


At that point, Rose asked 
a dismissal of the case without 


prejudice on the grounds that he 
wanted to shift attorneys. Later, | | 
he asked for a dismissal with 


prejudice. 


Judge Dimock ruled that Bourne 
was entitled to a separate trial of 
the issues so that its claim to the 
renewal was unmistakable. The 
suit, while nominally 
only the song, 
Mine,” also is pertinent to the re- 


newal rights in hundreds of impor- | 


tant copyrights written during the 
1920s. After 1932, 
Protective Assn. came 
ence with its basic contract 
which the second copyright term 
automatically reverted back to the 
songwriter. 


into exist- 


Col Reaiign 


Distr Keys 


Columbia Records reshuffled its 
sales setup last week in 
major areas. Patrick Brophy was 
set as districts sales manager for 
the Kansas City, Memphis and New 
Orleans branch: Laurence Oliver 
takes over the Detroit, Cincinnati, 
Louisville, Indianapolis 
Richard Sherman, district sales 
manager out of K. C., transferred 
to New York to assist James Turn- 
bull, Col’s manager of field sales, 


and Warner Pagliara will serve as | 


district sales manager for a newly 


realigned district which is to ine 
clude St. Louis, Des Moines and | 
Minneapolis. 


In addition, Vernon Bain was set 
as manager of the Columbia-owned 
branch in Chicago. Bain’s associ- 
ation with Col dates from 1934 
when he joined the American Rec- 
ord Co. which later evolved into 
the present organization. 


On the promotion end, Albert L. 


Fishman moved in as national pro- | 


motion manager for Col’s Master- 
works series. He'll be responsible 


for merchandising, selling and pro- | 


moting the Masterworks catalog 
with Col’s distributors, sales man- 
agers and salesmen 
with the label for the past 11 years. 





Mcintyre Badly Burned 
Hollywood, May 5. 
Bandleader Harold (Hal) Mc- | 
Intyre suffered severe burns in his | 
Hollywood apartment fire Monday 
(4). He is in critical condition at 
General Hospital. 





he agreed | 
with the defendant's claim that the | 


involving | 
“That Old Gang of |! 


the Songwriters | 


in | 


several | 


markets; | 


He has been | 


Wolfie’s Economics 

L. Wolfe Gilbert, ASCAP 
board member who planed 
back to his Coast base after 
the election of officers last 
week, said that he voted for 
Stanley Adams as prexy be- 
cause he had previous experi- 
ence and partly for economy 
reasons. 

He said: ‘““Now we'll be able 
to use up that old stationery,” 
referring to Adams’ previous 
term as ASCAP prexy from 
1953-56. 


Daniels Music In 
Roses’ Court Win 











Charles N. Daniels Music, part 
of the Jean & Julan Aberbach 
music combine, won affirmation of 
its renewal rights in the oldie, 
“Moonlight and Roses,” last week 
when the N.Y. Federal Court of 
| Appeals turned down the appeal 
of Miller Music from a lower court 
decision. 

The suit involved the 
whether the renewal 
made by a composer 
upon his estate after 
| The court, in effeci 


question 
assignment 
was binding 
his death. 
ruled that 


if the composer died 
| 27th year of the first 2 
right term. 

In 1946, Ben Black, who wrote 
“Moonlight and Roses” together 
}with Charles N. Daniels (‘also 
known as Neil Moire), gave 
renewal interest in the song to 
Miller Music, of the Big Three 
combine. In 1950, Black died, 
three years before the first term 
of the song’s copyright expired 
In 1952, Charles N. Daniels Music 
obtained Black’s renewal interest 
in a deal with Black’s nephews and 
nieces, his only heirs. 

Miller Music contended that the 
heirs of Black were bound by the 
agreement made by him while he 
was alive. Daniels Music con- 
tended that under the Copyright 
Act the heirs acquire full 
to the renewal assignment 
author dies before the 27th year 
of the first coypright term. N.Y 
Federal Judge Frederick Van Pelt 
Bryan originally decided the case 


before the 
8-year copy- 


if the 


in favor of Daniels. The Court of 
Appeals upheld his ruling in a 
two-to-one decision without a 
separate opinion. 

A long dissenting opinion by 
Judge George T. Wshington of 
the three-man appellate court, will 


form the basis of an appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Lew Dreyer 
)was legal rep for the Charles N. 
Daniels firm while Julian T. Abeles 
argued for Miller Music 





Decca’s First Quarter 
| Net Tilts to $197,000 


| Decca Records racked up a net 
profit of $197,000 for the first quar- 


ter of this year, ending March 31, | 


after allowing for the company’s 
share of undistributed losses of its 
subsid, Universal Pictures. Net 
compares with the net earnings of 
$168,117 in the 1958 first quarter. 

This year’s net is equa! to 18c 
per share on the 1,527,401 shares 
outstanding, as against the lle per 
share earnings in the 1958 first 
cuarter on the same number of 
shares. 


KEN LUTTMAN ELEVATED 

Ken Luttman, formerly with | 
| Decca’s N.Y. branch, has been | 
; upped to handle promotion for | 
|Coral and Brunswick Records, 
| Decca subsids, in the area. 

He replaces Ray Free who has 
exited the company. 


Vs. Miller Appeal 


such an assignment was not valid | 


his | 


rights | 





The lure of a 1,000-to-one sie 
pot payoff for a disclick is driv- 
ing up the number of weekly single 
releases to ever higher peaks. De- | 
spite the lamentations from all | 
quarters, about the increase, the | 
output from all sources is now es- 
timated to be well over 200 disks 
per week, and is still growing. 

It’s a universally accepted fact 
in the trade that the bulk of these 


to spin them all. But despite this 
physical barrier and the additional 
one of the Top 40 lists which limits 


lished hits, the new singles keep on 
| coming. 

Actually, the disk companies are 
| risking very little coin by churn- 
ing them out. The current tech- 
‘nique calls for pressing about 
5,000 copies, at 7 to 8c per platter 





ice the deejays with some in re- 
serve for distrib calls just in case. 
The cost is about $400. The gross 


DISK PYRAMID 





releases never get exposed since | replacing Harry C. Kruse of Lon- 
it’s impossible for the disk jockeys 


FLOOD MARKET | 





|Industry Assn. «of 


the deejay programming to estab- | 


for the manufacturing cost, to serv- | 


profit payoff on a 1,000,000 seller | 


can run over $300,000 for the disk 
company. 

In many cases, moreover, the 
disk company is not even paying 
for the recording costs. New sing- 
ers and combos will often foot the 
| bill for the chance of getting into 
the groove. Publishers often vol- 
unteer or are dragoned into paying 
| part or all of the recording costs 
on their tunes. In some instances, 
even the songwriters have put up 
the loot for the recording fees. 

On this basis, the majors and 
the indies can turn out the enor- 
|mous amount of disk material 
|; without getting hurt. One disk 
exec described it as “the buckshot 
method” of operation. Scatter 
enough releases in the field and 
one of them will hit—if not this 
week maybe the next. In any case, 
one hot number can pay for a lot 
of turkeys and, as some of the in- 
die labels have demonstrated, if a 
streak of hits develops, the payoff 
is of bonanza proportions. 





Como, Boone, Bennett, Peg 
Added to Miami Beach 
Disk Jockey Convention 


Disk names, such 
Como, Pat Boone, 
and Peggy Lee, 
the entertainment lineup for 
second annual disk jockey conven- 
tion opening at Miami Beach May 
28. Dick Linke is producing the 
show which will be held May 
at the Americana Hotel. 
will also include Vic Damone, 
Kirby Stone Four, George Shear- 
ing, Count Basie’s orch, Nichols & 
May, Jack Scott, Jesse Lee Turner 
| and Gary Stites, among others. 
| The discussion panel groups 
| have been augmented by Bill Kal- 
‘and, Westinghouse program man- 
ager; Mike Joseph, Avery-Knodel 
program consultant; and _ disk 
jojckeys Alan Freed, Art Ford and 
Buddy Deane. 


as 
Tony 
will 


Peggy 
Bennett 
be heading 





Soria to Europe 

| Dario Soria planed to Paris last 
| week to ready his package proj- 
ects for RCA Victor. He's due to 
| confer with Sir Thomas Beecham 
in London and Herbert von Kara- 
| jan in Milan about Victor LP re- 
| leases due to hit the market in 
| September. 

While in Milan, Scria will aiso 
| confab with the G Ricordi pub-| 
| lishing firm for which he has been | 
acting as special consultant for the 

past six months. From Rome, 
he'll go to visit Gi 


Two Worlds 


an Carlo Menotti | 
at Spoletto, site of the Fest val of | readying a 
whica Soria helped | For 
| launch last year. 


the 


30 | 
The bill | 


} 





Modugno 's ‘Nel Blu, ‘ 
TRY FOR HIT Como, Basie, Billy May, Prima-Smith 


Peter Gunn, Ella, 


‘Chipmunks’ Top Ist Disk ‘Oscar Race 


RIAA Shifts Officers 








A shift In officers of the Record 
America took 
week at org’s annual 
luncheon in New York. James B. 
Conk'':g, Warner Bros. Records 
topper, becomes an RIAA veepee, 


place last 


don Records. 

Archie Bleyer of Cadence Rec- 
ords was upped to vicepresident 
from his director's post. Harold 
Ballance of the Square Dance Assn. 





moves into Bfeyer’s vacated di- 
rector’s slot. Irving B. Green of 
Mercury Records continues as 
RIAA prez, and John Griffin and 


Ernest B. Meyers remain as exec 
secretary and legal counsel, re- 
spectively. 

Frank B. Walker, former head 
of MGM Records and now veepee 
and consultant at Loew’s, was 
named honary chairman of the 
RIAA board. 





> 


Hollywood, May 5. 

First annual awards of National 

Academy of Recording Arts & Sci- 
ences were presented last night 
(Mon.) in the Grand Ballroom of 
the Beverly Hilton Hotel here be- 
fore an audience of 525 musie 
personalities. 
* Affair was opened by NARAS 
Coast prexy Paul Weston (Capitol), 
who introduced national chairman 
James Conkling, prexy of Warner 
Bros. Records. 

Prior to announcement of win- 
ners, an overlong and not-too- 
funny skit, “How South Was My 
Pacific,” written by Ray Brenner 
and Larry Orenstein, a parody on 
the Rodgers & Hammerstein musi- 
cal, was presented. Mort Sahl em- 
ceed the awards which started 8:30 
p.m. and wound 12:15 a.m, 

Among those who made presen- 
tations were Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin, Peggy Lee, Jo Stafford, 
David Seville, Sahl, Hank Mancini, 
Sammy Davis Jr., Andre Previn, 
Meredith Willson, Miklos Rozsa, 
Jose Ferrer, Spike Jones, Helen 
Grayco, Gene Autry, Ann Rich- 
ards, Johnny Mercer, Milton Be:.e 

A special award was presented 


|to Weston and Conkling for launch- 


|}ing this NARAS bash. 


Lena Horne Sues 
Victor to Enjoin 
‘Porgy & Bess LP 


Lena Horne and RCA Victor are 
at odds over label's new “Porgy & 
Bess” LP on which she’s co-starred 
with Harry Belafonte. Thrush fiied 
suit in N. Y. Supreme Court Mon- 
day (4!, asking $100,000 damages 
from Victor and a halt of the dis- 
tribution of the package. 

Miss Horne’s action is based on 
the claim that the LP “doesn’t 
present her singing voice satisfac- 
torily” and she charges that she 
will suffer irreparable damage by 
its release. She and Belafonte cut 
the package separately last fall and 
their voices were dubbed together 
later. She-registered her complaint 
the first time she heard the com- 
plete album but Victor decided to 
release it anyway. 

On order from the court, 
must show cause why 
should not be issued. 
the injunction is 
today (Wed.). 


Muster, Sherlock Fired 
By Capitol; More on Way? 


Hollywood, May 5. 

A revamp of its merchandising 
and sales division is underway at 
Capito] Records. The Tower, in a 
surprise move, has pinkslipped two 
of its key men, Bill Muster, head 
of album promotion, and George 
Sherlock, national manager of sin- 
gle records. 

Both men said that it was prob- 
ably due to the fact they had been 
looking for an association else- 
where, and word had gotten back 


RCA 

injunction 
Hearing on 
scheduled for 





}to Cap. 


| 
| for five and a half years 





Muster had been with Capitol 
and was 
recently upped to head of album 
promotion. Sherlock, with Cap 
about a year, formerly was Coast 
promo rep for Decca and was asso- 
ciated with the Mike Conner office. | 

Althugh Cap is trying to keep 
the shuffling and dismissals under | 
wraps, it’s understood that other | 
key men will be bounced in the 


future. As of now no replace- | 
ments have been set for Muster or | 
| Sherlock. | 








RHYMING DICTIONARY 


Songsmith Lawrence Holofcener | 
“Rhyming Dictionary | 
Songwriters.” 

Crown will publish in the fall. | 


; many 


Winners cf the 28 categories are: 

1. Record cf the Year: Nel Blu 
Dipinto Di Blu” ‘Volare)-Domenico 
Modugno (Decca) 

2. Album of the Year: “Peter 
Gunn"’-Henry Mancini ‘ Victor) 

3. Song of the Year: “Nel Blu 
Dipinto Di Blu” ‘Volare)-Modugno- 
Parish 

4. Best Voccl Performance, Fe- 
male: “Irving Berlin Song Book”- 
Ella Fitzgerald ‘Ve-ve) 

5. Best Vocal Performance, Male: 
Catch a Falling Star’’-Perry Como 


(Victor) 

6. Best Performance by an Or- 
chestra: “Billy May's Big Fat 
Brass”’-Billy May (Capitol). 


7. Best Performance by a Dance 
Band: Basie-Count Basie (Roulette). 


(Continued on page 46) 


Hitler Inferno’ 
Counterfeit: Frey 


The “Hitler Inferno” LP, which 
has been suppressed in West Ger- 
after row over 
whether it was stimulating pro- 
Nazi feeling, is not the same plat- 
ter which has been distributed in 
the U. S. by Sid Frey’s Audio Rari- 
ties’ label. As originally produced, 
the disk was an historical document 
of Hitler speeches ard Nazi sound 
effects taken from German radio 
recordings at the c'ose of the last 
war. Frey said it served to remind 
listeners that the Nazi horrors ac- 
tually existed 

According to Frey 
being circulated 
counterfeit 


snark're a 


the disk now 
in Germany is a 
version plagiarized 
from the “Hitler Inferno” disk. 
Frey, who heads both the Audio 
Rarities and Audio Fidelity label, 
stated that the LP in Germany is 
being distributed ether by a neo- 
Nazi or a Communist group. The 
German Social Democrats have 
rapped the Germen version as “a 
thinly veiled attempt to glorify the 
Nazi cages. id 





Decca Riding Destry’ 


Decca Records, which recorded 
the original cast album of the cur- 
rent Broadway musical, “Destry 
Rides Again,” Sund:y (3), is rush- 
ing the package to dealers by the 
end of this week to cash in on the 
solid boxoffice reaciion. Decca has 
prepared a major ad campaign in 
behalf of the set. 

Musical stars Dojores Gray. 
Andy Griffith and Seott Brady with 
score by Harold Rome, 
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Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


Enoch Light Orch (Grand,rendition which should appeal to 
Award): “WiTH MY EYES WIDE|the kids. “IF I HAD A LITTLE 
OPEN” (DeSylva, Brown & Hen-| TIME” (Sherman-DeVorzon?) is 
derson*). the oldie, is shaped into | another okay ballad styled for com- 
a big-sounding instrumental via| mercial impact. 
this arrangement for violins and Mike Preston (London): “GIRL 
backing choral ensemble. “I CRIED | wITHOUT A HEART” (Cromwell*) | 
FOR YOU” \Miller*), another cat-| js a pretty ballad projected effec- | 
alog item, also gets a lush treat-/tiyely in the folksong idiom. “IN | 
ment SURABAYA” (Burlington*) goes 

cx Fitzgerald (Verve): “STAIR- | nowhere. 
WAY TO THE STARS” (Robbins*)| Ray & Lindy (United Artists): | 
is supe roly delivered to give this|“ANGEL LOVE” (Gonmar?) is a| 
oldie another round of spins. “I'M | smoothly rocking entry done neatly | 
THROUGH WITH LOVE” (Rob-| py this duo. “YES, THAT'S LOVE” 
bins*), another standard from the (Marlow-Excellorec?) is a good | 
“Some Like It Hot” film, also fits| ballad idea with an excellent | 
into any class programming re-| rhythm background. 
quirement Sammy Davis Jr. (Decca 

The Lifeguards (ABC-Para-! “YOU'LL NEV ER GET AWAY 


Wednesday, May 6, 1959 








Album Reviews 


| 
Mario Lanza: “Mario!” (RCA |“At Marineland” (Capitol). Red 
Victor). After a relatively long] Nichols, whose biofilm is soon due 
| absence from the disk groove, | for release, is still producing a 
Mario Lanza is back in full voice | sparkling brand of dixieland. In 
with a program of old Italian} this set, Nichols and his quintet 
|}melodies. Lanza’s potent tenor} which recorded this set on location 
pipes work out on a varied song-| at the Coast amusement park, 
alog including the popular “Puni- | bounce through numbers like 
culi, Funicula,” “Maria Mari,’ | “Singin’ The Blues,” “St. Louis 
“Santa Lucia Luntana” and “Pas-| Blues,” ‘‘Lassus Trombone,” “Car- 
sione,’ among others. Set was|olina In The Morning” and a flock 
recorded in Italy with Franco Fer- | of other oldies. 
rara conducting the orch. | Leroy Holmes Orch: “College 
“George Gershwin At The Piano” | Prom” (MGM). Almost any title 
(20th Fox). Taken from some old| would do for this nifty book of 
piano rolls and transferred to disks | oldies arranged for dancing. Some 
with superlative techniques, this|32 songs are divided into eight 
1 LP is a fascinating hear-back to | medleys which this orch plays with 
the 1920s when the late George|a crisp sound and smooth beat in 
Gershwin was writing and playing | the best tradition of the big band 
his own material. Although the era. 





























LAWRENCE WELK 


First DOT RECORD Releases 


























a ols 
MR. MUSIC’ MAKER” | mechanical piano roll sound has| “Andre Previn Plays Songs By 
Dot L.P. Album No, 3164 been completely eradicated, the | Vernon Duke” (Contemporary). 
st ts Two E.P.’s—Nos. 1079-1080 | performance is unusual in the rich- | The music of Vernon Duke, cleffer 
(Also Available in Stereo) | ness of sound and the variety of | of numerous pop standards in addi- 
| shadings, considering the era when | tion to “serious” compositions, is 
THE COASTERS.............. THAT IS ROCK °N’ ROLL ' ———— | it_was cut. On one side, Gershwin | the takeoff point for this perform- 
boon) Alear € J “KEEP ME COMPANY” (Criteri- | performs a complete version of his | ance by Andre Previn. Playing 
(A co)..... te ee eee ee was vee ed ong Lame Jones | on*), a teenage-slanted ballad, is| “Rhapsody in Blue” while on the without rhythm backing, Previn 

The Coasters’ “That Is Rock ’ * Roll” (Tiger*), » another Lieber | delivered in the approved style by | other he plays a series of standards | explores the Duke melodies with 
: Stoller creation, is a clever ‘iii tune due for big play. “Along | this new songstress. “I’M CON- written by himself and others, in-|a delicacy and inventiveness that 

Came Jones” (Tigert), from the same cleffing team, is a funny | FESSIN’” Bourne*), the oldie, is| cluding “That Certain Feeling,’ | makes this a superlative pianistic 
spoof on video cliffhangers. | vocalled competently. * i'm A Lonesome Little Raindrop,” | demonstration. Previn plays tunes 

* * 2 : }and “Just Snap Your Fingers At | like “Cabin In The Sky,” “Autumn 
THE FLEETWOODS.............. OH LORD LET IT BE * ASCAP. * BML Rete dah ly Magers tig ll ne Mi Sang 
. uae | — sequence made durin e stagin ove, an et Started, 

(Dolton) ce see Graduation’s Here | | ol “Strike Up The Band” in 4 | “April In Paris” and others. 

The Fleetwoods’ “Oh Lord Let It Be* (Cornerstonet) is a solid | 645.9. Roulette Spot | i2_ which Gershwin is heard banter-| George Jessel: “The Last of the 
teenage ballad which this combo delivers with their distinctive | ars Noulette Opo ing with the Clark & McCullough | Minstrels” (Design). Whatever the 
sound for big impact. “Graduation’s Here” (Cornerstone+) is an- | Saul Star has been set as na-| comedy team. | changing vogues in pop songs and 
other highschool-pegged side ue for opins. tional promotion manager of Rou- | Billy Vaughn Orch: “Blue Ha- | — a Perry like George 

; 4 _. |lette Records. He replaces Mel|waii” (Dot). Billy Vaughn's neat/yesse’, achieves permanence 

MAN IOMAR. 0.00008 THAT'S ALL RIGHT DARLING oe eee ne eerie Inet | melodic stylings again are on| through the sheer force of his 
(Kapp) Who's G Be Y M uroff who exited the firm last) Gicniay on a set which will tie|Showmanship. In this set, Jessel 
DD) ccs vndvinves ves os Gonna Be Your Man aes } ; ~}does impress r 

Al eamaeeces , . . ot week into the current spur of interest es impressions on a series 0 
Alan Lomax’s “That's All Right Darling (Ludlow+), a standout , bygone minstrel singers with his 


Star had been label's district; in things Hawaiian. Without pour- 


country-siyled tune, is delivered in flavorsome style by this singer I Res age Step 
yi ee. j Oe y 4 ing on the island touch excessively, | C¥Stomary vitality and humor. The 




















and folk music collector. “Who's Gonna Be Your Man” (Ludlow?) | sales and promotion representative | : re accuracy of his lightly ov 
: : : Vaughn dishes up tunes like “Littl y of his once lightly over 
is another fine side in the folk groove. in the Detroit area. At Roulette, pty Shack” ° “Hawaiian War takeoffs on such oldtimers as Lew 
= ae . i " . we } he’ll be in charge of diskery’s eight | Chant” and others. Dockstader, George Primrose, 
BUCO SU k noes oe LA PLUME DE MA TANTE é field men Red Nichols & The Five Pennies: (Continued on page 47) 
CE Wille Se ose ees odie ngs Honolulu Lu ; 
Hugo & Luigi’s “La Plume De Ma Tante” (Korwin*) is a playful 4 
French ditty, delivered by a kiddie chorus for highly attractive re- i 
sults. “Honolulu Lu” (Ozford*) is a pleasing Hawaiian - styled : 
balla VARIETY Scoreboard | 
* 7 * f 
I CIN iin ons cdewcdecnces TENDER ARE THE TIES ’ 
OT Cee eee Pee Rinky Roo Rah 
Troy Cori’s “Tender Are The Ties” (Clockus-World+) is an ex- 
cellent modern-styled ballad which this crooner handles easily with 
choral backing. Could be one of thcse leftfield hits. “Rinky Roo 
tah Clockus-Worldt+) is a less effective novelty. = ae 
cm - : — 
AL KASHA. .GOOD THINGS COME TO THOSE WHO WAIT Compiled Pela ie itil Reports of I italia 


| 
| 

(Warner Bros.)...........- .... You Better Believe It 
Al Kasha’s “Good Things Come To Those Who Wait” (Midway* ) | Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


is a solid ballad with a fine torch lyric which this youngster pro- 


pn eee ee ee ee ae _ Coin Machines Retail Disks Retail Sheet Music 


Be lieve It’ (Cragamoort) is more routine rhythm material. 











= 1 as Published i in the Current Issue 
mount “TEENAGE TANGO”, FROM ME” (Chappell*), from the a _ = = 
(Seabreeze*) is a neat Latin- styled | “Gypsy” score, is a smart rhythm 

instrumental, with an incidental | ballad on which this singer strains 

















NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 





lyric, which the kids may latch | unnecessarily. “FAIR WARNING’ arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the. three major sales outlets enu- 
onto because of the easy dancing | (Florence* . from “Destry Rides merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive . 
beat “EVERYBODY  OUT'TA! Again,” is soiid material. with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
THE Pt OL” (Tinker*) is a very | Stan Kenton Orch (Capitol veloped from the ratio of points scored, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
noisy sice. “WHISTLE WALK” (Beige?) with disks) and three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 
The Four Aces (Decca): “THE|a whistiing lead, has a simple POSI - 
é “The : SITIONS nm 
FIVE re ~saage vend en ee enough instrumental idea to reg- This Last TALENT 
song ol the upcoming aramoun ister as a commercial entry a pe - rar 
film. is Landiod with a catching “TAMER-LANE” (Bentont) is an Week Week ARTISTS AND LABEL TUNE 
eat by this combo | offbeat blend of choral ensemble 9 TEN “vstalett ink + 
WOULD LOVE YOU" (Florence*), | and instrumental effects. 1 2 DODIE STEVENS (Crystalette) ........... Pink Shoe Laces} 
from the “Destry Rides Again” | The seniors (Interlude): “WHO'S | 2 4 DAVE (BABY) CORTEZ (Clock)......... Happy Organt 
sas GONNA KNOW” (Jaspar?) is ¢ ay L: : 
oe i “ we yo ent | shuffling rhythm ouubee with . 3 1 FLEETWOODS (Dolphin) POP RE IE SE SOR Come Softly To Met 
onan Jones Quarte apitol): | good teenage lyric which this T , toht® 
“CHERRY” (Melody Lanet) is a| combo delivers nicely “IT’S BEEN 1S ’ (Victor {Need Your Love Tonight 
lights swin ing sing instrumental by | A LONG TIME” © (Jaspar is 4 3 ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) ..6 ccsccsccscsee )A Fool Such As I* 
combo tats hi ne commercia cliched throu ghout. a - a - ™ . - i 
1 n ‘ ; 9) NES pei ; , 
mé ark in the package feld and 4 Jimmy Wakely (Shasta): “OUT ED BYRNES (WB) . . Kookie, Kookie 
CHICKS” (Melinda?) features an | IN THE COLD AGAIN” (Joy?) 6 ) IMPALAS (Cub) ... pedaeinbaraavemen alas Sorry, I Ran All Way Homet 
; the standard, gets an appealingly a Bs , um f 3% 
—_ gee tg Pn er Maen A Who! simple vocal by this vet country i 7 VIRTUES (Hunt) .. ee Tr ee es Guitar Boogie Shuffle* 
plays & nes . pet. —_| singer. “I KNOW HOW IT FEELS” i : 
a aM Four eatin»: (Riverside*) a so-so ballad. 8 6 FRANKIE AVALON (Chancellor) ......... Venus} 
ROSES” (Chapels), from the |, a ee 6 !Ci. «|S RE ON (Pury) .......-..-. Kansas City} 
“Gypsy” score, is a classy uptempo | . : Biches, voice : é 4 
number that may not hit asa pop,|Sandout guitar playing. “I'M |} 10 10 TOMMY DEE (Crest) .................... Three Starst 
but is due for repeat performances vi 1 ’ . 


s - rocking stuff, but this artist needs 
a, standard programming material. = sei : : < . 

“RED SHOES” (Planetary*) tells |™0re Challenging material, ===> |} POSITIONS TUNES 
at interesting, but rather long) Jay Blue (Imperial): THE 7 a 


stor ; COOLEST” (Alan-Edwards*) is a Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
; : = talki 1 with hip script ’ . = 7 ; 
Lucien Farrar (RCA _ Victor): Sealy beutie sateen in Oh Aon ] 2 PE TO iii sicrsio Ddns os ew ted aainee Seance eaeeaes Pioneer 


“LET'S MAKE THE MOST OF Alunap -T , ‘Ee? 
BEAUTIFUL THING” (Corda*), a] pge sort | MY BACK 
lilting ballad, is handled sensitive- | nd 


(Alan- 2 4 +HAPPY ORGAN sare pids-bedi ed bes ake ae 


rocks along with a 











a ly by this crooner on his disk bow. | **f0"8 beat. 3 1 Be A) | a Cornerstone 
“ISLAND OF LOVE” (Reis+) is Rock 7 Roll School Teacher 
another interesting ballad with a (Okeh); “LESSON 1 & 2” (Mosar- 4 *KOOKIE, KOOKIE . A ape ee EE Fe Pie ee Lee ny =e Witmark 
fine lyric that's not, however, above | Singleton’) is a two-sided rocking “ - . ee eae 
the heads of the teenasers,’ | number with a swinging recitation 5 5  +SORRY,I RAN ALL THE WAY HOME .....................++. Figure 

, fA se 2 i of the 50 states in the union on one KOTT IEF 

ol aa. pag nd deck and some frontier history on 6 7 GUITAR BOOGIE SHUFFLE ............. Pate we eae canons a 
poner, Go 6 ee TS OR FUE, BEET AGL... ocvnseriscvovascrecesssarasnecniianns Leeds 
“ONE OF THE on bate” (Patri. Oe Welner iter = 8 6 oe OS Ee creeeene Pere ee L’Dale & Rambed 
cia*), not to be confused with the A” (Hollis+), a bright ; 
old standard, “Some of These | Latin-styled instrumental, is de- 9 re 5 oad Serkciecaon aR. oSns ieee naw ala ee egress Fire 
Days,” is an okay entry. | signed fer easy hoofing. “ICED ( L1T j 

Jack Caden (Mercury): “NO-| COFFEE” (Greta) moves along at | 10 9 (THREE STARS American 
TICE ME" (Saxon?), a good rock- i rocking gait. . * ASCAP + BMI F-Film 
ing ballad, gets an adolescent-type Barbara Lantz _ (Palladium): 








a 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Vet cleffer: Ray Walker, who is sidelined at his home in Brooklyn 
with a heart condition, was surprised and pleased when a friend pre- | 
sented him with a platter of his 1911 hit, “The Mississippi Dippy Dip,” 
issued in England by the Columbia-Rena Co. 48 years ago. But Walker | 
says there are three things about the record he doesn’t like: (1) 
“Mississippi” is spelled ‘Mississippy”; (2) his name is printed as Ray | 
Walter instead of Rey W: r; and (3) he wasn’t paid a cent of royalties 
when the record was issued. “I got royalties for records made in this 
country, but nothing ior these turned out abroad,” the tunesmith says. | 
Actually, the recording was done on this side by two long-gone 


cometians, Arthur Coijiins and Byron G. Harlan, whose work, Walke1 

says, was “s‘ricily O.K.” but was pressed by Columbia’s English affiliate | 
from*American matrices. Other side, also by Collins and Harlan, was 

the great hit of 1910, “C Jones.” 





Capitol Records is launching 
campaign in its history ta’s week with introduction of Vol. 1 
new “What's New reo elbum. This will preview one track from 
each of 12 new pop LPs bowing on the label every month. The promo- 
type LPs will be retailed at $1.98. Diskery decided on introducing the 
“What's New?” series which research proved that 40% of record store 
volume today is accounted for by new release albums that had been 
ian 60 days. The purpose of the new album, counterparts of 
which will be offered to dealers every month, is to give the disk con- 
sumers a typical track from a dozen of the company’s new albums 
each month. Cap feels th:s will stimulate record buyers into purchas- 
ing more albums. 


5..e 


eut less tl 





musie publishing and recording activities of 
roof. The final step in Loew’s togetherness 
move took place Monday (4) when the Big Three (Robbins-Feist-Mil- 
ler) moved into the Loew's State Bldg. on Broadway. Building also 
houses MGM Records. The publishing firm moved from its longtime 
site on 7th Ave., to make room for the expansion of Columbia Records 
which had occupied several floors in the building. The Big Three’s 
shipping and warehouse operation will be conducted from a West 43d 
St. spot. 
Building. The disk company is on the fourth floor. 


The motion picture, 
Loew’s is now under one 





The final stage in the national danceband contest being sponsored 
the American Federation of Musicians will be reached next Mon- 
11) at Roseland Dance City, N.Y., when the top entries will com- 


by 
day 


pete for the crown. Contest has been promoted by the AFM to stimu- | 


late interest in live music. The AFM is flying winners in the semi-fi- 
(Continued on page 46) 





one of the most potent merchandising 
of the | 


Big Three took over the 2d and 3d floors of the Loew’s State | 


British Disk Bestsellers 
London, May 5. 
It Doesn’t Matter More. . Holly 
~ (Coral) 


A Fool Such As I Presley 
Need Your Love Tonight 
(RCA) 

ee eee Conway 
(Columbia) 

Petite Fleur ......... Barber 
(Pye) 

2 onc 4 ewakue oa Wilde 


(Philips) 

Charlie Brown 
(London) 

It’s Late 
(London) 

C’mon Everybody 
(London) 

Smoke in Your Eyes 
(Mercury) 

Come Softly To Me..Fleetwoods 
(London) 


LONDON RECORDS 297, 
UP IN TWELVEMONTH 


London Records’ sales figures 
for the 12-month period ending 
March 31 showed a 29% hike over 
a similar period of the previous 
year. This increase covers sales of 
the complete London group of 
labels including Felsted, Richmond, 
Monument, Dale and other indie 
lines. 

Lee Hartstone, London’s veepee- 
sales manager, also pointed out 
that London's sales rose 100% for 
| the final three months of the year. 
Hartstone says that the increase 
| reflects completely increased sales 
| With dealers, inasmuch as London's 
sales policy is one of non-participa- 
tion in any club or direct to con- 
‘sumer sales programs. 


Coasters 
ican Nelson 


Cochran 


Platters 








Dot and Hamilton Subsid Moving 





Julius Mattfeld, Noted 
| Musicologist, Retires 


Dr. Julius Mattfeld has retired 
from CBS because of the 65-year 
age limit after many years associa- 
tion 


Noted musicologist set’ up the 
CBS music files importantly. His 
“Variety Music Cavalcade” (Pren 
|tice-Hal!; $10), first serialized in 
VARIETY, is a standard work, con- 
stantly referred to by film, radio 
and television studios, program- 
mers, artists, recording business 
etc. 


| Book spans pre-Revolutionary to 
1950. With his retirement Matifeld 
may update the book, long a P-H 
request. 





| MGM’s 17 LPs in May 


MGM Records is splashing into 
the spring LP market with 17 pack- 
ages scheduled for May release. 
Seven sets will be issued on the 
MGM label, two on Metrojazz and 
eight on the lowprice Lion line 

Highlighting the release will be 
“100 Strings & Joni,” deluxe pack- 
age which was released in 
juction with Joni James’ concert 
at New York's Carnegie Hall Sun- 
day (3). The set is available in 
stereo and monaural with an addi- 





tional three volumes of one-pocket 


EPs in monaural. 
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ri et TIS Elglzialeigiajelzieelelei2/4/8)3/x 
P sis | = | isis le | ais 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title aR = plzlsis| 8 5 5 6le = Bis £/3/3||5 
DODIE ‘STEV ENS S (Crystalette) 
a 2 Pink Shee Lates............-.-00-- 2 - 2.2 £2. s 10 4 3 6 2 100 
DAVE (BABY) CORTEZ (Clock) ee er ae ere al : oe 
mS 0llUlUlU UR 110 4 7 5 $877 $ © $§ &§ 3210 3 3 @ 
IMPALAS (Cub) 
3 6 Serry, I Ran All the Way Home...... ihe 4 6 & 4 2 3 2 2 1 3 6 7 84 
~ ED BYRNES (WB) — ae ae a> eel on = 
4 16 Kookie, Kookie ’ eee esas 1 5 8 3 2 3 1 1 e 5 75 
a FLEETWOODS (Dolphin) 4 = : a ; 
5 1 Come Softly To Me =e eee 3 ; t &€ ww 8 5 Ss F 56 
~~ VIRTUES (Hunt) —. a eels ee 
6 | Guitar Boogie Shuffle............... i) 6 i) 6 9 a 6 7 3 10 3 44 
TOMMY DEE (Crest) a ; Brie iilg Ag 
7 15 IN... cratiartansd eater aie oa 4 6 4 + 3 5 : 40 
“SK YLINERS ( Calico) vie ~ — ee 
8 8 Since I Don’t Have You................ SS 1 6 2 6 5 38 
FABIAN (Chancellor) <_ _ = ee 
9 se og OR a ee eee ee 7; #2 ae 5 + 6 10 37 
PLATTERS (Mercury) a4 
10 13 ee ee 9 2 2 z- ® Mea 5 35 
WILBERT “HARRISON "Sasi -— oe sar? pe — 
11 > fC. Saas: “Ape eee 5 8 q 8 1 1 34 
~ JOHNNY HORTON Columbia) i. -< 
12 20 Battle of New Orleans ; a Be ews "ia nia 3 4 4 10 1 33 
FRANKIE AVALON “(Chancellor) a eas ae ' 
13 5 Rene. Ra Pee 10 3 6 S «-» 3 8 ; 32 
~~ ‘PRAVIS & BOB (Sandy) ‘is aa 7 vo eae a 
14 25 Tell Him Or a Re er ee a 6 7 2 4 7 3} 
‘ ELVIS PRESLEY | (Victor) ig +a : 
15 4 4  AFoolSuchAsI .... hata a 1 5 6 66 9 28 
3 MARTIN DENNY (Liberty) a ” ; 
16 i. *. 2S eee 9 7 8 1 3 27 
BOBBY DARIN (Atco) . ~ a SP ee a ee. 
17 22 I MM ions io lsts pratense Gs Sa. Secale 1 1 , 8 23 
~~ FRANK POURCEL ‘Capito i a . ie ae 
18 11 EE Pee ee eee 5 3 8 7 ae 21 
~~ EVERLY BROS. (C adence) “te 7 ae 
19A 21 Take a Message to Mary................. s .¢s 10 ; : 15 
JON & BELMONTS (Laurie) ‘ ag ; 
198 19 A Teenager in Love..................... 10 4 4 15 
a KINGSTON TRIO (Capitol) ~ 
21 9 Tiajuana . RS OS it sete eR hie Pea 9 7 3 14 
RICKY NELSON | imapesiald a 
22 ae ea eee eee i I ati = 5 5 10 13 
SAM COOKE (Keen) ~ 
23A Everybody Likes to Cha Cha............. 2. ee ee se. ° . ° 12 
Sax ELVIS PRESLEY (Victor) bd 
23B 18 Need Your Love Tonight................ ° 2 ae 10 6 7 9 12 
PAT BOONE (Dot) ne 
25 For a Penny PEE Se i ee 7 8 10 9 10 











Into Closer Ties With Par Parent 


+ 


An even closer integration and 
coordination with the parent Para- 
mount Pictures Corp., which con- 
trols Dot Records, has been de- 
veloped by Dot prexy Randy Wood, 
Coincidentally, on his’ recent 
quickie trip east, he set the pat- 
tern for the new pop-priced Ham- 
ilton label, the $1.98 LPs ‘$2.98 
for the Stereos) primed for the 
supermarkets and kindred mass 


outlets. In this connection he and 
Par prexy Barney Balaban, sales 
topper George Weltner, pub-ad 
veep Jerry Pickman, et al., of the 


film company have also worked out 
closer cooperative ties. ® 
Latter will take the shape of 


assembling worldwide music values, 
through the global Paramount 
organization, channelled to Welt- 
ner’s farfllung sales organiza ion 
and screened in Hollywood and 
New York. This is part of the plan 
for putting the Dot (Paramount) 
label on a global sales front. 

The integr tion of Dot-Par will 
now see the shadowy background 
of the famous Paramount mountain 
peak trademark with Dot. of 
course, still the boldest label ident- 
ification. ‘(Obviously any other 
utilization of Paramount would 
vicariously confuse with the ABC- 
Par label which is part of the 
American Broadcasting-Parzmount 
Theatres Inc. setup, formerly a Par 
Pictures affiliaie until divorcement 
put the AB-PT corporate opera- 
tion, under Leonard H. Goldenson, 
in strictly competitive position. 

The Hamilton label, named for 
Miss Chris Hamilton, Wood's long- 
time associate and veepee of Dot, 
envisions the utilization of names 
like Paul Whiteman Vincent 
Lopez, Shep Fields, Don Cornell, 
Kay Kyser, possibly Helen Traubel, 
et al., known perhaps beiter to the 
housewives who patronize the su- 
permarkets and replete with solid 
popular standards, separate and 
apart from the concurrent Pat 
Boone, Billy Vaughn, Debbie Rey- 
nolds pops. However, Wood also 
sees them, plus Lawrence Welk, 
Steve Allen and others being on 
these pop-priced $1.98 and $2.98 
(stereo) packages. He poin‘s to 
Perry Como’s Camd. 1 series being 
solid sellers, with yesveryear 
Standards, at pop price, along 
with his concurrent RCA Victor 
newer pops. 

Wood's merchandising will ac- 
cent up to 400 LP packages which 
can be made durable sales items, 
especially if packaged in top-qual- 
ity standard. Also, of course, the 
music publishers (‘through Harry 
Fox, their trustee), must work out 
“satisfactory” copyright fees in 
light of the multiple tunes on a 
lower-cost retail item. 

Wood may return east this week, 
with his wife, depending on cur- 
rent negotiations for the signa.ur- 
ing of the Louis Prima-Keely Smith 
team which opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the Copacabana, New 
York, their first easiern engage- 
ment in some years. Prima-Smith 
are departing the Capitol label 


VICTOR GETS EP RIGHTS 
TO ‘HAPPY ORGAN’ CLIC 


RCA Victor has made a unique 
deal with Clock Records for the 
exciusive extended-play rights to 
the current hit, “Happy Organ,” 
with Dave (Baby) Cortez. Clock 
will continue to release the single, 
with Victer handling the EP for 
the U.S. and abroad 

The EP will contain the flip side 
f “Happy Organ,” “Love Me As I 
Love You,” as well as two addi- 
tional tunes cut especially for the 
extended-play package, “Dave's 
Special” and “You're The Girl.” 


Erroll-in-the-Round 


Erroll Garner is hitting the mu- 
sical tent trail. Keyboarder has 
been set to open the season at 
both the Carousel Music Theatre, 











Framingham, Mass., May 17, and 
the Oakdale Music Theatre, Wal- 
lingford, Conn., May 24 


Another offbeat date for Garner 
is his May 15 concert for the U. of 
Michigan's Pan-Hellenie Council. 


Garner was chosen after a poll of 

| the entire membership of all the 
university's sororities and fraterni« 
‘ties which make up the council, 
| He'll appear at the 4,000-seat Hill 
' Auditorium. 
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POWERHOUSE 
“PERRY COMO 
& HIS FRIENDS” 
PROMOTION 
3 BY RCA VICTOR 
i eA RECORDS 
St ana ne AND KLEENEX 
NIGHT, SCARLET RIBBONS, and ONLY ONE. urmyise-ames ” TISSU ES 


scum we NIGHT 
“WITH MR. 








THIs PROMOTION Is NOTHING T0 SNEEZE vt 


Como’s in great company in this tremendous RCA Victor-Kleenex Tissues 





™ : - aos SO promotion, featuring their new 1959 Highlighter album. Como’s work- 
Dream Along with Me and 19 Hot Diggity, Prisoner of Love, ' ’ pow 
more great songs that thrilled | and 12 other Perry Como spe- ing with four other proven best-sellers: Gogi Grant, Eddie Heywood, Perez 
the nation on the Como Satur-, clals that have zoomed past the Prado, and Kay Starr. How can you beat a combination like that? 
day night TV show! LOP- 1004 million mark in sales! LOP-1007 











- TRE KEYS AND I HERE'S WHAT RCA VICTOR IS DOING TO PUT THIS PROMOTION ACROSS: 
coc! GRANT JOP REISMAN ORCH. @ Consumer advertising in Cosmopolitan and Living For Young Home- 
makers e Special mailing to 3500 disc jockeys, enclosing a copy of the 
new ‘‘Perry Como & His Friends"’ Highlighter album @ Identical mailing 
to the Perry Como Fan Club @ Follow-up nation-wide mailing to top DJ’s. 
| HERE'S WHAT KLEENEX IS DOING TO PUT THIS PROMOTION ACROSS: 
> 
‘ ‘ ai. S = s @ 65 million boxes of Kleenex Tissues will promote the new “Perry Como 
: Gogi Grant sings a dozen torch’ Eddie apneed takes off on 








ballads, including her famous twelve top numbers, including & His Friends” Highlighter album e@ Supermarkets, drug and depart- 


version of Rodgers and Hart’s _his great interpretation of Land ment stores, Kleenex dealers everywhere will have giant four-color dis: 
wonderful Bewitched.LPM-1940 Of Dreams. LPM-1900 


ge Kay (= 


piays, posters and shelf talkers with order blanks during the promotion. 


A NEW 45 EP HIGHLIGHTER ALBUM THAT 
WILL BUILD EXTRA TRAFFIC FOR YOU! 


Six complete hits! Two are from Perry Como albums; the other four are 
from your new Gogi Grant, Eddie Heywood, Perez Prado, and Kay Starr 





albums. This can mean millions of new selling opportunities for you! 


STOCK UP ON ALBUMS BY PERRY COMO & HIS FRIENDS TODAY! 


KLEENEX 1S A TRADEMARK OF KIMBERLY-CLARK CORPORATION. 








Pr ee ee 







Perez Prado and his mambo men ‘ay Starr at her most exciting! 


in twelve history-making hits, In-' dozen-big songs with a big beat, R©& 
: cluding thelr sensational all-time ncluding Kay's great perform- y RC A.A 
f best-seller, Patricia. LPM- 1883 ance of Lazy Bones. LPM-1720 IC ORPC Ah (O R 
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| On The Upbeat 
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New York 


Mrs. J. P. Richardson, widow of 
The Big Bopper who was killed 
in an airplane, crash several months 
ago, gave birth to a son in Perre- 
bonne Hospital, Houma, La., April 
28. The child was named Jay Perry, 
after his father. 

Arthur Valando of LVS Music 
and Sunbeam Records, back in 
N.Y. after a Coast trek... 
nard Ferguson orch looking for a 
femme vocalist. Band is currently 
touring the eastern campus circuit 

Beverly Cherner, ABC-Para- 
mount staffer, married Richard W. 
Partridge April 23 ... Mike Corda 
set Lucien Farrar with RCA Vic- 
tor, Marge Dodsen with Columbia 
and Tedd Browne with Capitol... 
Richard Willis and his wife, Os- 
trid, doing an exercise album for 
Capitol . . . Pillar Records, Coast 
outfit headed by Gaye Merritt, has 
joined the ARDCO pressing and 
distribution plan. 

Singer Martin Walker out of the 
Army and resuming his career 
under guidance of Ron Ascher and 
Joe Lyttle . 
dan currently at the Golden Slip- 
per, Gien Cove, LI. . Sidney 
Shaw wrote special material for 
Lena Horne’s act which opens at 
the Sands Hotel, Las Vegas. in 
June ... Charles H. (Chick) Phe- 
lan, formerly assistant treasurer 
and controller of MGM Records 
and Robbins Music, has shifted his 


base from Scarsda'e to N.Y. 
Deejay Art Ford has been set 
for a series of personal appear- 


ances which include the “Hartmen 
Homecrest Night of Stars” at 
Madison Square Garden May 19; 
“Cavetsode cf Stars,” also at Madi- 
son Square Garden, May 24. and 
on Aug 21-22 he'll emcee the Ran- 
dall’s Island Jazz Festival... 
Teddi King into the new Fountain- 
head, New Hope, Pa., for one week 
beginning May 22... Four Voices 


ee. 


set for two weeks at the Howard 

Theatre, Washington, starting May 
London 

Impresario Bernard Delfont and 

bandleader Cyril Stapleton link 

forces—it’s a first—to run the 


summer band season at the Futur- 





May- | 


.. Thrush Judy Jour-| 








| ist, Scarborough . . . While BBC- | 
|TV is presenting Louis Armstrong 
& All-Stars on the screen Thurs- 
day (7) from 10:15 to 10:45 p.m., 
using the Eurovision link, Gran- 
ada-TV has arranged with the Eu 

ropean’ Broadcasting Union to 
show Satchmo from 10 to 10:45. 
Armstrong combo will be playing 


the La Bussola Club, Viareggio, 
Italy .. . Decca Group diskery adds 
RCA's “Gold Standard” series of 


seven-inch EPs to its low-price 
range, these carrying Caruso and 
Gigli items and retailing at $1.95 

. . Skiffler Lonnie Donegan does 
a skein of six weekly half-hour 
shows for Associated TeleVision 
starting June 26... becca dicker- 
ing for Tom Lehrer to cut a disk 
while he’s here for Palace Theatre 
and ty dates. The American satir- 
ist, initially booked into the Palace 
for twa Sundays (10 and 17), now 
does two further stints there (24 
and 31)... Andre Kostelanetz 
conducts the Royal Philharmonic 


on BBC-TV Sunday (10)... Singer 
Toni Dalli flies to South Africa 
May (17) for cabaret at Ciro’s, 
Johannesburg, opening May 20... 
Paul Anka inked for a Moss 
Empires’ tour starting May 11 at 
Birmingham Hippodrome. 
Hollywood 
Jo McEntyre has taken over per- 
sonal management of Capitol 


disker Ed Townsend, in addition to 
operating her own record promo- 
tion office . . . Two RCA album 
covers by photogs Garrett & 
Howard copped awards from the 
Packaging Institute of America 


Hadda Brooks cut her first Arwin 
platters last week... Jingle 
writers Bob Sande and Larry 
Greene, will pen six musical ID 
spots for KFWB Jeff Alex- 


ander penned the music for George 
Burns’ nitery act which bowed at 
Lake Tahoe Monday (4 Capitol 
songstress Ann Richards teams up 
with Buddy Bregman’s band at the 
Palladium this month. 


Chicago 
Dukes of Dixieland signed for a 
week-long Ford Motor Co. show in 
Detroit starting Sept. 8. It'll be for 
dealers and Ford execs . Les 





























BARBARA LANTZ 





Brightest Young Vocal Artist 
on the Musical Horizon 


Just Released: PALLADIUM LABEL 
“KEEP ME COMPANY” 
“I'M CONFESSIN’” 
Currently: CORK CLUB, Houston 


Personal Management 
PHIL BISCH AND ASSOCIATES 
505 E. Allen, Springfield, Il. 




















1 vending field. 


Brown’s band to the Blue Note 


Sept. 2-7... Dorothy Donegan is 
next for the London House, May 
12, with Bobby Hackett due June 
2; Teddy Wilson, June 23; and 
Oscar Peterson, July 14. 


San Francisco 
Grant packing ‘em in at 
Andros’ Fack’s II... Jo- 


Earl 


George 


sephine Premice opens at Fair- 
mont’'s Venetian Room tomorrow 
(Thurs Alto saxist Pony 


Poindexter at the Cellar... Hor- 
ace Silver Quintet cancelled out of 
its Jazz Workshop date — Silver 
afflicted by arthritis—and Master- 
sounds took over date... Phyllis 
Diller opened Monday (4) at Purple 
Onion Harry (Hipster) Gibson 
back in circulation, playing down- 
town Frisco’s Airport Lodge. 


Philadelphia 


4 jazz concert at the Academy 
of Music, May 17, featuring the 
Benny Goodman orch, Ahmad 


Jamal Trio and Dakota Staton, is 
being sponsored locally by Irv Na- 
han and Red Schwartz .. . Lionel 
Hampton current at Latin Casino 
; Mays Brothers have signed 
with Sunnyside Records , 
Notes open May 13 at Dick Lee’s 


Musical Bar... Danny & The 
Juniors at Erie Social Club May | 
9-10. Earl Bostic and his bana! 


work Pep’s Bar May 4-9... Four| 
Aces at Sciolla’s May 4-9... Rich-| 


loy Records has turned over its 
fast-moving “Rock Around the 
Clock Cha Cha.” by Jimmy De- 
Knight, to ABC-Paramount 


Bob Eberly and DeJohn . Sisters 
were the headliners at the Demo- 


cratic State Organization's $100 
dinner in Harrisburg yesterday 
Tues 


Defendants Seek Minutes 
Of Crand Jury in Widow’s 
Case Vs. Murray School 


Albany, May 5. 


\ motion was made Friday (1 
before County Judge Martin S 
Schenck for inspection of the 
grand jury minutes which several 
months ago returned three-count 
indictments against Clyde E. Rus- 
sell, 35, proprietor of the Arthur 
Murray School of Dancing here, 
and Edward Croften, 28, an in- 
structor, charged with first- 
degree grand larceny and con- 
spirac) 

The pair, and a third man, 
Anthony Polito, 21, also an in- 
structor at the studio, were ac- 


cused by a 79-year-old widow, Mrs 


Jessie C. Lee, of Albany, of mis- 
representation in the $11,800 which 
she paid, via contract, for dancing 
lessons 

Former City Court Judge George 
Myers, counsel for Russell and 
Croften, made the motion for in- 


spection of the grand jury minutes, 


as a preliminary move to a second 
motion for dismissal of the in- 
dictments Myers contended the 
only grand jury witness was Mrs. 
Lee and “she gave no competent 
evidence concerning false _pre- 
tenses or false representation.” The 
money was later returned to Mrs. 
Lee 

No ns have yet been made 


in the case against Polito. 


2 N.Y. JUKE GROUPS 
FACING COURT ACTION 


Two New York coin machine 
trade associations are facing court 


action in N. Y. Supreme Court by | 


Attorney General Louis J. Lef- 
kowitz for alleged monopolistic 
practices in the jukebox and coin- 
Lefkowitz moved to 
dissolve the Associated Amuse- 
ment Machine Operators of N. Y., 
and the Music Operators of N. Y. 
in a court maneuver which is pre- 
liminery to an actual suit against 


the two organizations. 
Lefkowitzs charges, which are 
an outgrowth of the recent Con- 


gressional probe in the coin ma- 
chine field, are based on allega- 
tions that both trade crganizations 
had tight control over operations 
of their members via a private trial 
system and a strict territorial divi- 


sion which prohibited any move-in | 


by operators intu unspe-ified loca- 
tions. Lefkowitz charged that the 
directors of huth organizations are 
empowered to fine, suspend or ex- 
pel members without any appeal or 
reviews of their decisions. 

The Music Op?rators of N. Y. is 
exclusively a jukebux op trade 
group, while the other group cov- 
ers both jukeboxes ard other coin 
machines. 
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nals out of Chicago Friday (8) night. The top band will get a year's 
ballroom bookings, a tv guest shot, a Decca pact and a new instrument 
for every sideman from the Conn Instrument Co. 


The only four sides featuring’ Ella Fitzgerald and Benny Goodman 


together, cut back in 1937 and ‘never before released, will see the light 


catalog. Numbers include 
Guess,” 


of day on a new RCA Victor EP as part of the label’s Gold Standard 
“Goodnight 
“Did You Mean It” and “The Kingdom of Swing.” The tunes 


My Love,” “Take Another 


| were made at the time Miss Fitzgerald was still with the Chick Webb 


| 


of Eric Simon. 





band at the Savoy Ballroom in Harlem. 





Paul Wittgenstein, one-handed Austrian pianist who has been in re- 
tirement for many years, is returning to activity via disks, under the 
Boston Records label. He’s recording a work for left hand, “Parergon 
zur Sinfonia Demestica,” which he commissioned Richard Strauss to 
write in the 1920s. Wittgenstein, who lost his right arm in World 
War I, is cutting the work tomorrow and Friday (7-8) at Symphony 
Hall in Boston with members of the Boston Symphony under the baton 


British bandleader Reg Owen returned to his London base last week 


after a two-week stay in the U.S. to promote his new Palette album, 


| “Manhattan Spiritual.” 


Owen found himself in the unusual position 


of bucking himself since RCA Victor has released five of his previously 


. . Bell| cut albums and Decca came out with one. 


The Owen splurge by 


| Victor and Decca stems from the click of his “Manhattan Spiritual” 


single on the Palette label. 
U.S. to lead a dance band. 


Randy 


Owen is now mulling a return trip to the 


Wood, prexy of Dot Records, has named Bob Wilheim di- 
rector of merchandising for the company. He previously worked under 


album veepee Tom Mack. Wilheim’s duties will include all phases of 
the creative graphic arts of LP packaging, cover design, photography, 
color processes, and supervisicn of backliner notes. 


Internal Revenue Service has ruled that when special orders are 
made for phonograph records from abroad, all costs paid by the pur- 


chaser 


such as ocean freight, custom handling fees, etc.) are subject to 


U.S. excise tax, along with the price of the records themselves. How- 


ever, 


IRS said any transportation costs from the point of import to 


} the purchaser within the U.S. are exempt from excise tax. 











+ 
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Vocal 
Black 
Smith 


8. Best Performance by a 
Group or Chorus: “That Old 
Magic’’-I Prima-Keely 
Capitol 

9. Best 
vidual): 
ton’’-Ella 

10." Best 
(Group): Basie-Count 
lette 

11. Best 
“Chipmun 
Liberty 

12. Best Country 
Performance: “Tom Dooley 
ston Trio (Capitol 

13. Best Rhythm and Blues Per- 
formance: “Tequi - Champs 
Challenge 

14. Best Arrangement: ‘Peter 
Gunn"-Henry Mancini (Victor 

15. Best Engineered Record 
(Classical): “Duets With Spanish 
Guitar’-Laurindo Almeida (Capi- 
tol 

16. Best Engineered Record 
(Other Than Classical): “Chipmunk 
Song”-David Seville (Liberty) 

17. Best Album Cover: “Only 
the Lonely”-Frank Sinatra (Capi- 
tol 

18 
First 
1958 


sOUIS 


Jazz Performance (Indi- 
“Ella Sings Duke Elling- 
Fitzgerald ‘Verve 

Jamz Performance 
Basie (Rou- 


Comedy Performance: 


k Song’’-David Seville 


"’-King- 


ls 
ia 


Best Musical Composition 
Recorded and Released in 
Over Five Minutes’ 
tion): “Cross Country Suite’’-Nel- 
son Riddle (Dot). 

19. Best Original Cast 
“Music Man’”’-Original 
cast (Capitol) 

20. Best Soundtrack 
(Dramatic Picture Score or Origi- 
nal. cast): “Gigi’-(MGM 

21. Best Performance 


Broadway 





and Western | 


Dura- | 
} 

Album: 
Album | 


Documen.- | 


tary or Spoken Word: ‘Best of Stan 
| 


Freberg Shows” (Capitol 


99 
“Chipmunk Song’-David Seville 
Liberty 
| 23. Best Classical Performance 
(Orchestral): ‘“‘Gaite Parisienne”- 
Felix Slatkin conducting Holly- 
wood Bowl Symphony Orchestra 
(Capitol 

24. Best Classical Performance 


| (Instrumental with Concerto Scale 
Accompaniment): Tchaikovsky: “Pi- 
ano Concerto No. 1”-Van Cliburn- 
Kiril Kondrashin Symphony (Vic- 
tor) 

25. Best Classical 
(Instrumental other than Concerto 
Scale Accompaniment): 
Golden Jubilee” (Decca) 

26. Best Classical Performance 
(Chamber Music Including Cham- 
ber Orchestra): “Beethoven Quar- 
tet No. 13”-Hollywood String Quar- 
tet (Capitol). 

27. Best Classical Performance 
(Vocal Soloist with or without Or- 
chestra): Operatic 
Tebaldi (London), 

28. Best Classical Performance 
(Operatic or Choral): ‘“Virtuoso’’- 
| Roger Wagner Chorale (Capitol). 


Best Recording for Children: | 


Performance | 


“Segovia | 


Recital-Renata | 


| 






OF THE 
WEEK 


JONI 
JAMES 


Sings 


| STILL 
GET A 
THRILL 


K12779 

















the M 


“THE MATING GAME’ 


From 











MUSIC BY 
JESSE GREER 


KITTY FROM 
KANSAS CITY 


Vocal - Instrumental 
Published by 
FEIST 








FOLKWAYS RECORDS 
WORLD'S LEADER IN AUTHENTIC 
sic 
NEW HIGH FIDELITY RELEASES 
EVERY MONTH. 
Write for a complete catalog of 400 
Longplay Record Albums in ETHNIC, 
AMERICAN, INTERNATIONAL, 
JAZZ, SCIENCE, INSTRUCTIONAL, 
CHIDREN, LITERATURE 
FOLKWAYS RECORDS & SERVICE CORP 
(17 West 46th St. N. Y. C. 36, WN. Y. 
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Walter Donaldson's Daughters Slap 
6506 Suit on Bregman, Vocco & Conn 


In another hassle over the 
ownership of renewal rights, the 


daughters of the late Walter Don- | 


aldson, Sheila Lynn and Ellen Ber- 


nice, filed suit against Bregman, 
Vocco & Conn in N.Y. Federal 
Court last week, charging BVC 


with infringing on their ownership 
of 52 songs written by their father. 
The suit asks for damages in ex- 
cess of $650,000, in addition to in- 
junctive relief which would pro- 
hibit BVC from claiming owner- 
ship of the songs. The daughters 
have brought the suit in the name 
of their publishing firm, Donald- 
son Music. 

Plaintiffs, repped by Charles B. 
ton, of Rosen, Seton & Sarbin, 
lare that they filed appropriate 
newal papers to the songs within 
one year of the expiration of the 
original 28year copyright 
Walter Donaldson, who wrote some 
of the sengs in question with lyri- 
Edgar Leslie or Gus Kahn, 
died in 1948, prior to the expira- 
tion of the first copyright term 


Se 
ce 
re 


cist 


The plaintiff is asking damages 
from BVC for publishing the songs 
and licensing them through the 
American Society of Composers, 


Authors & Publishers. BVC ac- 
quired the Donaldson songs when 
t purchased the firm of Donaldson, 
Douglas & Gumble about 20 years 
ago 

While no answer to the plain- 
charges has been filed, it's 
that BVC will base its claim 
the Donaldson works on the 


likely 
to 
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THE HANGING TREE 


MARTY ROBBINS COLUMBIA 


RIO BRAVO 
(From the W/B pic) 
DEAN MARTIN CAPITOL 


77 SUNSET STRIP 


DON RALKE WARNER BROS. 
FRANK ORTEGA JUBILEE 


KOOKIE, KOOKIE 


(Lend Me Your Comb) 
EDWARD BYRNES WARNER BROS. 










PACE-SETTERS 
FROM MPHC 
























term. | 








THE 
HANGMAN 


RECORDED BY 
JOHN ASHLEY 


On DOT RECORDS 


a tel hw 1th ylemmete] | te] F wale). | 











LATEST RELEASE 


“EVERYBODY OUT 
OF THE POOL” 


by 


The Lifeguards 


10021 





















England’s +1 Instrumental — 


SIDE SADDLE 


Showing Up Strong Here With— 


* RUSS CONWAY on Capitol 
(No, | Dise in England) 


* JOHN BUZON TRIO on Liberty 
* FREDDY MORGAN on Challenge 


* FERRANTE & TEICHER on 
ABC-Par. 
*® SCOOBIE & DOOBIE on Climax 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 














From Recording Studio 
To Carnegie Hall Wide 
Gap to Bridge for Joni 


In an extension of her current 
‘for | MGM deluxe LP, “100 Strings And 
the | Joni,” Joni James went “live” into 
publisher obtains all rights to the New York’s Carnegie Hall Sunday 
song, including the renewal right.| (3) with an assist from her hus- 
While writing “for hire” is com-|band Tony Acquaviva, the Sym- 
paratively rare today, it was not} phony of the Air orch and a mixed 
so Many years ago. |vocal chorus of 20 singers. The 

Among the songs involved in the | Concert was sponsored by Colum- 
bia Artists Mgt. which is planning 





| grounds that he wrote them ‘ 
| hire.” Under such contracts, 


suit are “Little White Lies,” “My ley ae ‘ 
Baby Just Cares For Me,” “You're to line up similar dates in key 
Driving Me Crazy,” “Kansas City | 2¢?5- ; ; 

Kitty,” “If We Should Never Meet| It’s an overly ambitious project 
Again,” “Volga Boat Song,”| Which doesn’t come off. What 


“Makin’ Whoopee,” “Love Me Or | Worked well in the groove—the LP 
Leave Me” and “He’s Wonderful.” | Was cut in England, incidentally— 


doesn’t repeat live. Miss James has 
e ~ 
Artist-Disk Deals 





developed a solid rep in the pop 
wax field with a reported eight 
1,000,000-plus disk sellers, but the 
/sound that she developed in the 
recording studios was sorely lack- 











ing in her Carnegie debut even 

though she was fronted by four 

MGM, Metro, Cub Pacts j}mikes. She’s not of the belting 
Arnold Maxin, MGM prexy, went | school and many of her efforts 


on a pacting spree last week, 
adding to that roster as well as to 
its subsid labels, Metro and Cub. | 


were drowned out by the oversize 
orch and chorus backing. 
The songs, too, don’t hold up in 


Ss od to MG ore Al: > . 

| Signed to MGM were Alan Dale,! concert performance. The reper- 
Jimmy Boyd, Johnny Ferguson, toire was made up mostly of her 
and the -Blentones. Jan & Jerry ° I — ve 


past clicks, and although they were 
received by an appreciative audi- 
ence, they came off as only so-so 
contributions to musical Ameri- 
cana. Much better were the reli- 
|able standards, which are included 
in her LP, but even then the ar- 
rangements seemed to get in the 
way. 

Acquaviva is an energetic con- 
ductor who steered the symph with 
a lot of acrobatic dash, but the 
arrangements he worked out were 
overly lush and sticky. 

MGM is getting some mileage 
out of the Carnegie date in its 


and Melvin Smith will record for 
Metro and Jimmy Williams, Angie 
Castle, the Emersons and the 
Knick-Knacks will be featured on 
Cub. 





UAR: Brock Peters 

Brock Peters, who is featured in 
the upcoming Samuel Goldwyn pic 
production of “Porgy and Bess.” 
has been inked by United Artists 
Records. He'll cut an album of f 


folk 
songs. 





Imperial: Petula Clark 
Petula Clark, one of England's 


top femme recording and film , Promotion of the album, but it’s a 
stars, has signed an _ exclusive | Session that should have stayed in 


American recording pact with Im-| the disk. Gros. 
perial Records. Deal was finalized 
by label prexy Lew Chudd who 
| currently in London. 

Chudd is bringing Miss Clark 


back to America upon his return 








Is 


Album Reviews 


Price-Waterhouse Study Cues Delay 
Of Jukebox Battle With Solons 


Washington. May 5. 
Juke operators and makers are 
privately banking their hopes on 





and controversial as the jukebox 
bill, a gap of a week at the mini- 
mum is usual between the windup 


an early Congressional adjourn-| of hearings and the start of com- 
ment to stall action on jukebox | mittee or subcommittee action. In 
royalty legislation until next year.| this case, the subcommittee must 
Then, they trust, the storm of bad! pass on it before it goes to the 
publicity raised by the Senate full Judiciary Committce If ap- 
Rackets hearings might have blown | proved, the House Rules Commit- 
over. tee takes it up before it can get 

Although there’s no suggestion @ Place in the line ot bills awaiting 
of a delaying tactic, the two indus- action by the House itself. And 
try groups have succeeded in put- then there’s the Senate. where 
ting off any House Committee ac-| Chairman Joseph C. O'Mahoney 


(D-Wyo.) still has not slated hear- 


tion on the bill by Rep. Emanuel i ‘ 
r ings before his Copyright Su>com- 


Celler (D-N.Y.) until the latter 


part of June, at the earliest mittee on the companion bill he 
Music Operators of America end introduced at start of sesston 

7 er ; , an Ph a . a This means, of course, that the 

=e Ae onograph “anu- | longer initial action is delayed, the 


facturers were granted requests 
for postponement of their appcar- 
ances before the House Copyright 
Subcommittee, originally slated for 


more problematical passage in this 
session, when the jukebox bill has 
the potential steamroller momen- 
tum generated by the Rackets 


May 20-2 *hairmsé ‘dw E . 
= i ee < gg eg : . ‘a Committee disclosures 
t a aoe . wali Maas ; Congress quit last year before 
stimony . 
“Chi { Ae —_ TT ws the Senate could take up the 
ie as ‘ited for ie dels ; an : 
nadia Steal y , . = i O'Mahoney bill. The jukebox in- 
was an economic survey lz ‘he : 
as an economic survey vaunciee | dustry understandably wouldn't 
by MOA, with aid of the Price- a diate adion 
Waterhouse accountant firm. Ques- | ™!"¢ being saved by early adjourn- 
aterhouse accountar m 1€ ment bells this year too 
tionnaires are now in process of ee 


being circulated to jukebox oper- 
ators querying them about the na- 
ture and scope of their businesses. 
Effort is designed to bolster argu- 
ments that the typical operator is 
a smalltimer holding on to a slim 
and precarious profit margin which 
would be wiped out by lifting his 
exemption from paying perform- 
ance royalties. Price-Waterhouse 
reps are slated to give lawmakers 
an analysis of the data gleaned 
from the survey. 

It was still uncertain whether 
ASCAP, BMI and other proponents 
of the Celler biil would ask for 
postponement of their testimony 
until June 17 aiso. If they take the 
stand May 20 scheduled, the 
operators would have nearly a 
month to shape counter-arguments 

With any measure as complex 


anette 


UAR Speaking With 

‘ ’ ’ 

God’s Trombones’ Poems 

United Artists Records is enter- 
ing the spoken word disk market 
for the first time with a recitation 
of poems by the late Negro poet 
James Weldon Johnson. Set, titled 
“God’s Trombones,” will feature 
the voice of actor Harold Scott 
with choir and jazz drummer Char- 
lie Persip. Scott recently presented 
a similar program in concert form 
at Town Hall, N. Y. 

Another Negro poet, Langston 
Hughes, will be spotlighted as a 
cleffer in another set to be sung 
by “Big” Miller, diues singer for- 
'merly with the Jay McShann band 


as 








=e Continued from page 42 jaa 


Eddie Leonard, 


next week for a series of recording 
| Sone. Henri Rene, Imperials 

| album topper, is currently select-' Edwin P. Christy and George 
jing material for her to wax. Miss ‘Honeyboy) Evans will have to be 
Clark, under pact to J. Arthur judged by others. Jessel also does 
Rank, is the biggest disk seller on Eddie Cantor's “Makin’ Whoopee” 
| the Pye Nixa label in England. Her | and Al Jolson’s “My Mammy” with 
first single release for Imperial is | @ftection and revives his own “My 
“Baby Lover” b/w “Ever Been in Mother's Eyes” with his inimitable 
Love.” brand of schmaltz. 

. Claude Goaty: “Chansons de 
Paris” (Decca). Joining the mass 
cf European material which is now 
being released in the U.S., this is 


Bert Williams, 





RCA: Richard Verreau | 
| Richard Verreau, Canadian-born 


tenor, has been added to RCA) an attractive program of French 
Victor's longhair roster. Now in| melodies liltingly delivered by 
Europe, he’s due back in the U.S.| songstress Claude Goaty with 


| in August for operatic roles at the Gerald Calvi’s orch. It’s a strictly 
| Hollywood Bowl French production, including a 
handscript liner note by Jean 
Cocteau and credits en francais. 

“Folk Songs by Karmon Israeli 
Singers & Dancers” (Vanguard). 
The Karmon Israeli troupe, which 
has been touring the U.S. follow- 
ing a date on the Ed Sullivan tv 
show, has put together an appeal- 
ing recital of folk songs from their 
native land. Sung in Hebrew with 
| translations provided in an accom- 

| panying folder, the set includes a 
wide range of romantic, harvesting 
and biblical songs. 

Joe Garagiola: “That Holler 
Guy” (United Artists). Apropos of 
the young baseball season, this LP 
introduces the St. Louis catcher- 
turned-radio announcer, Joe Gara- 
giola, as a humorous toastmaster. 
Recorded at a fried chicken affair 
for baseball folk, the Garagiola 
routine has a liberal quota of gags, 
yarns and personality anecdotes, 
particularly about Yogi Berra. This 
set is strictly for the dedicated fan 
of the national pastime. 

“Jazz In The Classrem Vol, II” 
Berklee). The second volume of 
modern works composed and per- 
| formed by students at the Berklee 
School of Music in Boston is an- 
other striking jazz demonstration 
; that has nothing scholastic about 
it. This set swings through in- 
tricate conceptions and arrange- 
ments with skill and precision in 
top pro style. Several numbers, 

: -jlike “New Warmth,” “Deep Six” 
Porter| and “Sweet Talk,” can join the 
| jazz standard repertoire. 

| Dick Smart: “Smart and Con 





Capitol: Mavis Rivers 

| Thrush Mavis Rivers has been 
signed to Capitol Records. Her re- 
cordings will be made under the 
| supervision of Andy Wiswell, 
artists & repertoire exec in Cap’s 
| New York office. Her initial album, 
|} due in mid-May. will be titled 
“Take a Number.” 

‘ 





‘Kiss Me Kate’ in Stereo 
| With Same Legit Leads 


Hollywood, Mey 5. 

Si Rady, onetime a&r man for 
|RCA Victor's Coast office, has 
} made a deal with Capitol Records 
|}to produce a “Kiss Me Kate” al- 
bum in stereo. Rady’s deal, on a 
; one-shot basis, calls for him to 
|bring in the original Broadway 
least of “Kate” for the session. 
| Alfred Drake and Patricia Morison 
|have already been dotted for the 
} waxing, and Lisa Kirk, also from 
{the original staging, is expected 
|momentarily to agree to re-create 
her role on shellac. 

The “Kate” album which was 
| previously released by Columbia 
| was the original staging, and the 
one distributed by MGM's waxery 
was the soundtrack score from the 
filmization of the Cole 
musical. 


tinental” (Everest). Dick Smart's 

Kessler on MGM Sales romantic baritone, which is more 
| Marvin Kessler has been added|i2 the sentimental Continental 
to MGM Records’ sales staff, Kess-|*®an_ the American crooning 


ler, a 15-year disk vet, reports to| groove, registers nicely on a dozen 


ae “pellet angie standards taken from European 
— Hasin, MGM's sales man-| melodies. Backed by appropriace 
i a 1 ” : : |fiddlie and accordion ensemble 
essler will hit the road regu-| hatoned by Nick Perito, Smart does 


jlarly to work with distributors, tunes like “Autumn Leaves,” 
| dealers, chain and department | “Beyond The Sea,” “Why Do You 
| store outlets to promote both sin-| Pass Me By,” “Arrivederci Roma” 
gles and albums. and others. Herm. 


MAKES RECORDINGS 


MAKES MASTERS 


MAKES PRESSINGS 





MAKES STEREOS 


MAKES SHIPMENTS 
(AND WAREHOUSES) 





with the efficlency, the quality, the 
technical mastery that has always 
been associated with the name of 
MGMI 


For information concerning our custom services 
contact Frank Cocchiaraley, Director 
M-G-M RECORD MANUFACTURING DIVISION 
120 Arlington Ave., Bloomfield, N. J 

Pilgrim 3-5300 
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Hotel Plaza, N. Y. 
Jane Morgan with Ernest Bragg 
(piano), Larry Smith & Jim Do- 
herty (singers); Ted Straeter and 
Mark Monte Orchs; $3-$4 cover. 





The Boston-born French babe, 
Jane Morgan, has the best act of 
her career. It's also the most ela- 
borately thought through and de- 
veloped. She's big league all the 
way, going above and beyond her 
already w.k. acceptance as a stand- 
ard glam femme single. 

Her past enchant for the 
Franco fillip is played down al- 
though, as a Yank chanteuse who 
grew up in the Paris bistros and 
then was “imported” into the plush 
hotel rooms, she is wise in blend- 
ing the two. 

Riding the crest of her “Fascina- 
tion” disclick, with “Love Is Like 
Champagne” as a current conten- 
der, the blonde looker has devel- 
oped her stuff for consummate ap- 
peal in all quarters. Running the 
gamut from the Gallic gaieties, 
to a salute to the late Mack Gor- 


don (quite a medley, too!), and 
finaling with a tribute to Lil- 
lian Russell and its turn-of-the- 


century song - dance - atmosphere 
(sumptuously attired to match), 
Sure plays it across the board for 
broadest customer appeal. She 
misses in no department. 

Lyn Duddy and Jerry Bresler 
wrote the fore and aft special num- 
bers, segueing from “Fascination” 
to a French medley set against 
an original approach that if you 
don’t like ““My Heart Is Like A Vio- 
lin,” “Paris Skies,’ “Petite Valse,” 
“River Seine” and “I Love Paris” 
—with a Monseigneur-style 





has a change of routine for her | 
second show, but knows enough of | 
the old tunes to retain the format | 


of her act in both outings, 

She closes with what she calls 
her “Bye Bye” song, “When Will 
I See You Again,” 
room via stairs that lead to mez- 
zanine, and a big mitt follows her 
final note. She's here i 9. 

ucc, 





Palmer House, Chi 
Chicago, April 30. 
Carol Channing (with Robert 
Hunter and Sammy Goldstein), 
Ben Arden Orch (9); $2 cover, 
$2.50 Sat. 





Carol Channing can hardly do} 
wrong. If anything, she can maybe 


put herself over too well, leavi ing | 
e- | 


the customers several paces 
hind. That’s a peril classy and 
truly imaginative acts have often 
faced, and it’s noted here for the 
generally listless response to her 
Empire Room preem. 

It wasn’t till the final 10 minutes 
or so, with “Diamonds Are a Girl’s 
Best Friend,” and some delightful- 
ly droll begoff patter, that the audi- 
tors really warmed to the occasion, 
further induced by the shower of 
bogus jewels that accomps “Dia- 
monds.” Gimmick invariably melts 
any remaining resistance. 

Chirping, talking or via the out- 
right impressions, Miss Channing 
is one of the more adroitly 
practitioners of nitery satire. He 
warmth and seeming lack of eulle 


|are a potently disarming mask for 


of | 


strolling fiddlers—then you should | 


“Stay Out Of Paris.” Their “Good 
Old Days” firale, a salute to Lil- 
lian Russell who 
better looker than Miss Morgan 
simulate her, is equally effective, 
with a yesteryear pot-pourri, in- 
cluding a communiiy sing which 
ets her off to a warm and song 
inish, is equally effective. It’s in 
here that special pianist Ernest 
Bragg doffs his coat for simulated 
sleeve-garters, loud-shirt 





paniment, and Larry Smith and 
Jim Doherty come on for the vocal 
assists. 

Bobby Kroll, who staged Miss 
Morgan's act, contributed’ the 
tribute to late songsmith Mack 
Gordon whose variegated medley 


permits her a- versatile display 
from ballad to uptempo to a Car- 
men Miranda impression 
nounced). Miss Morgan interlards 
this wide-range pot-pourri with 
still another recent Kapp disclick, 
“The Day That The Rains Came,” 


once again sovvily done in both 
English and the original French 
lyrics. For still further insurance 


Miss Morgan flashes some sartorial 
displays that compel both femme 


and male attention. 
Per usua! the versatile Ted 
Straeter band, conducted from the 


piano by 
tion, whips both expert backstop 
and terp music. 
Continentals spe 
eclat. If you want the commercial 
lowdown on any 

Steven, the maitre 
expert waitering 

tomer traffic is 
to them. In Miss Morgan's case 
biz is beaucoun big. Abel. 


d’ and/or 
staff; the 





Henry Grady. Atlanta 
Atlanta, April 28. 

Lillian Roth, Don Grimes Orch 
(6); $1.50 cover 

Seasoned tcoupers like Lillian 
Roth are just the dish of tea Henry 
Grady Hotel’s Paradise Room loves 
to quaff. They like the performers 
who combine talent and go back 
to the “good cold days’”’ when vaude 
was king. 
a gal like Miss Roth who can sel 
them a song in a —— way 
without the biatancy tha 
too many contemporary anes 

Her selection of tunes is indic- 
ative: “How Deep Is the Ocean?” 
“If I Didn't Have You,” “Together 
Again,” etc. Entertainer deserts 
mike to minvle with audience 
(that’s easy to do in intimacy of Par- 
adise Room) and goes through a 
chummy session, during which she 
sings request tunes, all of which net 
the big hand. Among her entries 
are “Sing You Sinners,” I'll Never 
Smile Again,” “As Time Goes By” 
(with bandleader Don Grimes join- 
ing with his trumpet); ‘Melan- 
choloy Baby” and others that go 
back to her start in show biz, in- 
cluding “Ain't She Sweet,” “I'm 
in Leve With You” and “Goody- 
Goody.” 

Miss Roth wears her hair close- 
cropped and presents a pleasing 
appearance in modish attire. Her 
shows (two per night) run close to 
45 minutes and she gets excellent 
backing (which she acknowledges) 
from Grimes and his crew. She 


couldn't have a/| 


Bragg for the show por-| 


Mark Monte’s | 
‘ll them with usual | 


| 


accom- | 


(unan- | 


the brilliant ribbing of manners 
morals and crazes, sock demonstra- 








tions being her “Calypso Pete” 
parody, and the striptease routine 
that’s as gently devastating as 
anything in her file. Her musical 
| director, Robert Hunter, is at the 
88 to guide Ben Arden’s crew, and 
Sammy Goldstein handles percus- 
sion effects with proper gusto 
4 
Sahara. Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, April 28 
Teresa Brewer, Billy DeWol 
Terry Tones (4), Jody Simmons, 
Dale Babcoc x, Dick Summers, Sa- 
karem Dancers (11), Louis Basi! 
Orch (15 produced by St Ir 
vin; product-ous by Sonia S & 
Bill Hitchcock; choreography for 
Viiss Rrewer by Bob Herget; $3 
mini? 
Teresa Brewer, always a goud 
draw for te Congo Room, shoul d 
do edded w:z this time when 


saloon act ask} 

his | 
cus- | 
the only barometer | 





word geis around about her danc- 


ing—a newly developed talent the 


singer has added to the act for 
potent e.iect. 

Given strong assistance in the 
chirp & terp department by the 
Terry Tones, a male quartet, Miss 
Brewer cffers in her familiar little- 
sister style such vocals as “My 
Ideal,” “Old Man River,’ “Don’t 
Bring Lwu,” “Silver Haired 
Moiher,.” “Rosie O'Grady,” “Leave 


the Wor!d Eeh'nd,” plus a medley 
of her disclicks. Herb Eidemiller 
conducts the Louis Basil orch for 
Miss Brewer. 

Billy DeWolfe gets yocks as he 
reprises the best hits from his pre- 


vious visit here—impreshes of a 
night club emcee, dancing girls, 
Frankenstein, and Noel Coward 
| characters. His trademark, “Mrs. 
| Murgatroyd,” is a surefire laugh- 
| getter. 

| A clever new Shaw-Hitchcock 
production number, saluting Ha- 


| terps by 


waii in the curtain-raiser, features 
songs by Dick Summers, and 
Dale Babcock and Jody 


| Simmons, with the Saharem Danc- 


Then, too, they admire | 


| 





ers (11). Duke. 
Seville. Los Angeles 
Los Angeles, April 28. 


Candoli Bros. (2), Shelly Manne 
Quintet; 2-drink minimum. 
There’s a progressive move un- 


marks | derway at the Seville and it’s con- 


|structed with jazz tones. This 
nitery has dropped its Latin enter- 
tainment policy in favor of the jazz 
beat. It's a switch that could pay 
off. The opening layout brought 
in the Candoli Bros. (Pete and 
Conte) and the Shelly Manne 
Quintet. The booking should keep 
the hepsters shuffling in-and-out 
in a groovy manner. 

Candolis, working together for 
the first time, display top trumpet- 
ship while blaring several stand- 
ards in a progressive tempo. It's 
upbeat blowing and the jazz buffs 
dig it all the way. Their adroit 
trumpeting shows off best on “That 
Old Devil Moon,” “My Funny Val- 
entine” and “Exodus In Jazz,” an 
original composition by brother 
Pete. 

Manne, who alternates with the 
Candolis, comes on with some 
skillful stick action during an ex- 
plosive bit backed up by Richie 





Kamuca, tenor sax; Russ Freeman, | 
piano; 
Joe Gordon on trumpet. 


Monte Budwig, bass, and 
Kafa. 


as she leaves | 


subtle } 


Hotel St. Regis, N. Y. 


Dorothy Shay, with Dick 
mons, 
| Bari Ensemble; 
| Dorothy Shay has worn her St. 
Regis Maisonette school-tie colors 
very well. She virtually matricu- 
lated into the class saloon circuits 
in this spot in 1944-45 and in the 
intervening 15 years she has tra- 
versed the mass and class bistros 
with equal success. She proves it 
anew on her return to the Big 
Burg, incidentally giving the St. 
Regis’ Maisonette (grill) a resound- 
ing finale before Milt Shaw takes 
his terp-compelling tunesters up- 
stairs for the summer season. 

Vas a time when the class St. 
Regis found it necessary to install 


$2-$3 cover 





a miniature floorshow, usually 
staged by Paramount director 
Mitch Leisen, with Par choreog- 
rapher Billy Daniels just as fre- 


quently coming east to put on the 
dances. Fact that the St. Regis is 
mulling a similar pattern, as a 
change of pace from the femme 
singles (they’re usually femme and 
Gallic here, although occasionally 
a male like Robert Clary or Rus- 
sell Nype gets booked) is merely 


completing the cycle. If the St. 
Regis ever reverts to ice-shows, 
long a standard in the old Iridium 
Room ‘now the site of the King 
Cole Bar) would be really com- 
pleting the cycle. 

As for “the Park Ave. hilibillie” 
so spelled), Miss Shay is facile 
with her flip one-liners; folksy 
v her studied bucolic asides; 








d. of course, the material tells it 


from the opening “Mountain Gal” 
to the closing “Uncle Fud.” In be- 
tween come “Whatever  Hap- 

“Stout-Hearted Men,” a 


ynette medley of her old faves, 
utobiog raphic al “Story of My 
‘ife” and the finaleing “Fud.” 
\liss Shay looks more Park Ave. 
than Ozarkian in her trained-down 
blue dress. Her’ informal 
tue-in-cheek style is a general 
crowd-pleaser. Special pianist-con- 
or Dick Emmons is a strong 





: 





Steinway assist but so is batoner 
It Shaw and his able AFMers. 
Strong preem 


very 
Tuesc l 


rainy 


turnout on a 
lay night. Ab 


Chase Club. St. Louis 


Em- | 
Milt Shaw’s Orch and Ray | 


| Season. 


St. Louis, hay | a 
Mar Marlowe, Her} Styl 
Clair Perrault Oorch (125; § $1.5 
Marion Marlowe, the St. Louis 
girl who made good in the other 
big towns, is getting a warm re- 
tion from old friends and new 
in her current singing engage- 
ment at the Chase Club. Sport- 
ing a fabulous wardrobe, as usual, 
ishe starts out with “ohs” and 
ihs”’ from the ringside ladies, 
then ropes in everybody from A to 
'Z with a scintillating string of 
songs, from torchers to show dit- 
ties 
4 radiant chanteuse with a rov- 
ing e and a smile that gets to| 
vou, Mi ss M. makes especially good 


se of Das handmike in her strol- 
ing bi “Getting to Know You,’ 
for one, ukes all hands one big 
toautts First-nighters were 
smitten, too, by her toasted chant- 
ing of “Can't Help Loving That 
Man” and “Hello, Young Lovers,” 
plus a medley of old faves 
Pearl Bailey & Co., 50 


preceding show, is a hard act 








» follow, but Miss Marlowe is the 
right lass for the job. She's ably 
aided ar abetted by the opener— 
an ens ng young funnyman, 
Herkie Styles, who makes a half- 
hour go like a few minutes with a 


fetching parlay of quips and songs. 
He gets on laughing terms with the 
whole house, even the dinner 
chompers, in no time at all. 
New on the bandstand is 
Clair Perrault orch, a 
crew, equally adept with dixieland 
or cha chas. Next attraction: Tony 
Bennett, opening May 10. Bob. 


the 


Shoreham. Wash. 


Washington, April 28 
S lra & Jon Steele, Bob Cross 
O 12); $2 cover. 


Sondra & Jon Steele, 
tive and talented pair 
bring a polished act with lots of 
gloss into the Shoreham Hotel's 
Blue Room for a fortnight. They 
are being received with 
enthusiastic applause than several 
of the bigger names who've pre- 
ceded them this season in Allan 
3ralove’s swankery, 

They make music which 


an attrac- 


strong, | 


¥ersatile | 


“Habanera,” switching to a con- 
cert-like “Rhapsody in Blue.” 

In duet, the Steeles go over big, 
and it changes show's pace be- 
tween solos by each. Their two- 
voice disclick, ““My Happiness,” is 
well enough known for the audi- 
ence to join in. They pair on 
several others such as “I Could 
Have Danced All Night,” “If 
Loved You.” They work at their 
jobs, but generate a relaxed atmo- 
sphere about it all which is pleas- 
ing. 

Sondra 
somewhat 


-- 


real looker, 
Myrna Loy} 


Steele, a 
resembles 


in the face and Jayne Mansfield in} 


the shape. But the personality is 
all her own, and it’s refreshing. 
After their two weeks, Edith 
Piaf moves into the Blue Room for 
a fortnight to wind up the nitery’s 
Shoreham’s outdoor Ter- 


race opens then. Carp. 


Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

E. M. Loew-Ed Risman_ presen- 
tation of Donn Arden’s “All About 
Dames,” starring Buddy Hackett, 
Darvas & Julia, Pony Sherrell Ted 
Monson, 6 Frielanis, Roscoe Dobbs, 
Dick Curry, Joyce Roberts, 
Samarr, Mitsouko Morigai, 
Lew is, Tony Mack, Ron 
Ray Jarvis, Dolores Lynn, Barbara 
Miller, Lynn Garber, Ginger Ed- 
wards, Diane Hemilton, Shirley 
Forrest, Phyllis Sands, Tanya Cor- 
lette, China Girard, Pamela Work, 
Monika Erickson, Dorothy Linane, 
Chris Miller, Judy Jordan, Claire 
Fernands, Connie Warner, Carol 
Jane Abney, Ruth Hanna, Bett 
Seay, Marlene Powers; songs, Pony 
Sherrell & Phil Mood: costumes, 
Freddie Wittop; Jo Lombardi 

larlowe Orchs; $6.50 


buady 


Ron 
Merron, 





t 


In the heyday of Hildegarde the 
oadway bistro bonifaces used to 
that the tourists got 
and headed for the Persian 
now the Latin Quarter gets 
the trainload and busload, 
mention the many 
not for 


Br 


yao 
gag 


bus 
Room; 
‘em by 
towners, 
this 
lan 
in 


not to 


because naught has 


clicko E. M. Loew-Eddie Risn 
operation survived. The LQ, 
fact, is perhaps much a per- 
manent Gotham institution as the 
Lido is to the Paris nitery scene. 
And the comparison is not to be 
taken lightly. There is plenty of 
substance to the 7th Ave. & 48th 
operation, comparing very favor- 
ably with the famed Champs-Ely- 
sees spot. 


as 





Don Arden has fashioned a 
jurable framework. The accent is 
“All About Dames,” but done in 
consummate good taste, with 
enough flash, dash and splash to 


to everybody. It has samp- 
lings of almost everything from a 
Kansas “weddin’ hoedown” to 
Arabian Nights stuff with a strong 
signoff in the rockin’ Sadie 
Thompson-Rev. Davidson conceit 
which authoress-soubret Pony 
Sherrell (in collaboration with Phil 
Moody) has fashioned profession- 
ally for herself and the sum total 
In between there’s rock and 
strut terping; a compelling acro- 
cycling turn in the 6 Frielanis, a 
mixed family of bike and unicycle 
workers, and two strong headliners 
in Buddy Hackett and Darvas & 
ulia. 


appeal 


It's a Broadway return for both 
of them. The svelte terp team has 
been around the world in the past 
year or more and back east via a 
Vegas stopoff. Their lifts, holds 
and highly original acro-adagios 
are unique and truly extraordinary 
because none has parred him for 
his athletic prowess in supporting 
the statuesque Julia; and no 
femme has indulged in splits and 


longrange high-dives from podium} 


to floor 
abandon 
posure 
more; 
with 


with such loose-limbed 
Team has had good tv ex- 
before and is good for 
their routines wear well and, 
the seasons, have been re- 
fined into a very meaty 
minutes, socko all the way. 

Hackett is the other Broadway 
prodigal, back from rarified Holly- 


wood legit and television con- 
quests. If pix and tv weren't as re- 
| warding, he makes beaucoup capi- 


of singers, | 


more | 


tal thereof as he weaves a quasi- 
review of personal pursuits, inter- 
larded 
old stuff. The stuff about his! 
christening is all still somewhat 
indigo, but such has been the dilu- 
tion of popular taste and frank 
saloon standards that it’s not as 
shocking cirea '59 as when 


| Variety's Jose first accented this 


varies | 


widely in tone and tempo, with the | 


distaffer ranging from sultry tunes 
like “My Man” to smoothies like 
“Street Where You Live” to 


pounding out that piece about the 
variously connected bones for all 
the comedy to be extracted from it. 


Steele, in piano solos, is fiery 
with “Slaughter on 10th Avenue” 
land a jazzy interpretation of 


in Hackett’s La Vie En Rose (N.Y.) 
New Act review almost exactly 
five years ago. 

Also diluted are the minimum 
tariffs under current inflationary 
standards; now the LQ minimum 
is pegged at $6.50 which is acad- 
emic considering that the average 
check is nearer $10-$12. No matter 
how you slice it, it’s a good cus- 
tomer’s money's worth. Abel. 


Sabra | 


off the, 


seven 


with much new and some} 


Flamingo, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, April 28. 
Vic Damone, Debra Paget, Dun- 
hills (3), Don Kirk, Jeanie Ste- 
vens, Flamingoettes, Jack Cath- 
cart Orch (14); choreography by 
Barry Ashton; $3 minimum. 


Vie Damone’s accurate pipes 
show great range in a well-balanced 
repertoire which is sans chatter or 
gimmicks. He sings “You and the 
Night and the Music,” “Under My 
Skin” ‘which he dedicates to his 
rey “Bewitched, Both- 
| ered, and Bewildered,” “Let’s Fall 
|In Love,” “Cheek to Cheek,” 
|“Someone to Weah Over Me,” 
| “They Can't Take ‘inat Away From 
| Me,” “Fascinatin’ Rhythm,” “Gigi,” 
“It's All Right With Me,” and 
“Street Where You Live.” Bobby 
Smale at the 88 and Sid Balkin of 
skins provide the proper drive, 
combine with the expert blending 
es Jack Catheart’s orch, 

Debra Paget is presented in a 
PF i A, fast-moving act staged 
by Barry Ashton. The shapely 
looker scores in both the song and 
dance departments, and is ably 
assisted by Chris Brown and Bob 
Street. A “Too Darn Hot” produc- 
tion in which star is joined by the 





Flamingoettes (8) is especially 
effective. 
The Dunhills (Artie Stanley, 


Walter Long, Bobby Roberts), faves 
on the Strip, click again with their 
precision dancing which is inte- 
grated with some good comedy 
lines. Trio has developed into one 
of the best of all nitery acts. 

Don Kirk and Jeanie Stevens 
lead the singing and dancing in 
| holdover production number, which 
kids the bras off the Vegas nude 
shows. Package is skedded for four 
frames. Duke. 


Hotel Muehlebach, K. C. 
Kansas City, April 28. 
Patrice Wymore, Danny Fergu- 
son Orch (7 $1-$1.50 cover, 





More than usual interest at- 
taches to the date of Patrice Wy- 
more in the Hotel Muehlebach’s 
Terrace Grill for the fortnight, be- 
cause of publicity anent her salad 
days in nearby Salina, Kans. It's 
proving some help at the boxoffice, 
and her contributions add up to a 
modestly interesting show. 

Miss Wymore rests her laurels 
largely on her singing, holding the 
dancing to well toward closing, 
perhaps by design. The proceed- 
ings pick up, however, when she 
swings out in some modern terp- 
ery in “When I Get the Blues, I'm 
Happy,” written and staged for 
her by Hal Borne and Jack Bunch. 
Meanwhile, she has warbled a half- 
dozen arrangements, some of them 
variations on standards, some of 
them original for her. She’s espe- 
cially good on the special material 


and added lyrics and could do with 
more along this line, such as in 
| “It Ain't Necessarily So” and a 
medley of Jimmy McHugh tunes, 
both of which show her off te 
better advantage. 


Show got off to a fast pace, but 
came off in only 25 minutes, too 
short for a major night club turn. 
This was changed to 35 minutes 
for later shows, and more in keep- 
ing. Some attention also attached 
to her role as Mrs. Errol Flynn, 
but that is of lesser value here- 
abouts. Miss Wymore stays through 
May 9. Quin 


Hotel Radisson, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, May 2. 


| Tito & Lilia Guizar, Don Me- 
Grane Orch (8); $2.50-$3.50 min- 
imum 





On this 10th Flame Room visit 
local fave Tito Guizar brings for 
the first time his attractive daugh- 
ter, Lilia, to help him dish out his 
brand of top- drawer entertainment. 
Her presence makes what amounts 
to a brand new act and, if possible, 
one providing even more diversion 
than its highly pleasing Guizar 
predecessors. 

Apparently partaker of the foun- 
| tain of youth, Guizar in his strik- 
ing charro attire seems inspired 
by the daughter’s presence or 
wants to set her a good perform- 
ing example. At any rate, he’s in 
extra fine fettle singing his Mexi- 
can and American perennials, 
graciously complying with cus- 
tomers’ requests, establishing rap- 
port and dealing good fellowship 
along with entertainment. 

Miss Guizar proves a_ freshly 
| young, zestful little blonde bomb- 
}shell who belts out songs and 
dances and cavorts generally to the 
audience’s approval. She's un- 
qualifiedly an asset for Guizar and 
the father-daughter duets are par- 
ticularly on the charm ball. 
Invitations to tablesitters to par- 
ticipate by joining in some of 
songs, to clap hands and to let 
off shouting steam add to the 
| pleasure. Guizar also injects just 
ithe right amount of humor and 
clowning into the lively proceed- 
ings and that spells “variety.” Rees. 
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Judy Garland’s Socko $65,000 Balto | Waléor’s Tommy Sands Talent Agencies Seen Seeking Help 


Roof, N.Y., marks another experi- 


Week as Prelude to Her Met Stand 3s" s**t" soe! From Unions Vs. N.Y. State's 5% Rap 





Baltimore, May 5. 





via Capitol diskings and films. — 
By LOU CEDRONE JR. + Sands, who starts June 22, will 





+ Talent agencies are likely to ask 


New York City License Commis- 


| the aid of the various theatrical 
"ane succeed Ella Fitzgerald and the ha - 
i : “ -_ m, | unions in the present battle with 
No doubt about it—Judy Gar- | ‘How Honolulu Saloons —— Basie Orch. Piaf for Shore D. C,, 


land is just about the most spectac- Pres 


ular personality to hit this town in Stack Up on Gross Ses ing of 


years. While the now somewhat jand A 


portly Miss Garland didn't pack aii ien Honolulu, May 5 | the hotel. The Empire Room will | 
them in every night, she did fine Waikiki’s sea breezes and sun|reopen for the fall season around 


by local standards and what the | would seem to make hotel guests | Sept. 


audiences lacked in number, they thirsty. |Gordon MacRae will follow Oct.|the Shvureham Hotel, Washington, 


more than made up for in reaction. 11 
, ; or Commission has released | 
During her six-night stay, Miss | Liqu . ion “ I 


Garland managed to fill the'2,800. | 12month figures showing that the 


ent plans call for the clos- TV d M | D sio srnard O'Connell. The de- 
the ‘Star ‘light Roof for July an ontrea ates oar hey tee yo tin 
ugust, an unusual step for Edith Piaf, now convalescing| permits until the percenteries sign 
'from adhesions following stomach | stipulations that they are abiding 
by the provisions of N. Y. State’s 
General Business Law which for- 


mage | bids agencies to charge more than 
May 12. She'll precede this stand | 


- he Fi }5% commission on the first 10 
with a one nighter on the Firestone | \,oarg’ salary. 
video show May 11. 








17 with Gisele MacKenzie surgery, is set to resume work at 











| 1 
ie offices are reported ready to 
. : ag )- : ; ot : 
seat Stanley to very near-capacity ae — a city. Hotes | | Chanteuse is also booked for the | ask the various unions to intervene 
four of the six nights, bringing in a , ' “ a ni Bellevue Casino, Montreal, on June | wit} > License Dept. ¢ i rv 
oi & 8 ‘|which has seven bars scattered 4 with the License Dept. and inform 


total of $65,000, a fine gross by any 
st aaa rds 3 . oils around its premises, grossed $720,- 


i quor Sale 2 

Weak nights were Tuesday and | ~ Z . “ duwagg =e ae ph 

Friday. Drop in attendance on the T “d —  & urfRide 

first was generally attributed to | Hotels, actually 8 pooled beverage 
teady rain that drenched the city operation, took in $467,000. The 
and letdown on Friday night was 
thought by some to be result of | 
weekend hike in price. Top scale | 
went up to $6.50, for the last two | 


Royal Hawaiian Hotel grossed A troupe of performers planed | 
| $370,000. out last week for a South Ameri- 


can tour over the objections af the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. ippers 


Unit, headed by Cab Calloway na 


Miss Piaf was originally set‘to| jit that the agencies and unions 


work at El Morocco there, but] have negotiated agreements which 
latter spot is presently eschewing | permit more than the amounts 
ans ii | names. Ot her dates are being lined | stipulated in the state law. It is 


up by General Artists Corp. | also known that the all state agen- 
icies as well as Gov. Rockefeller 
en that the agreements cur- 
| 





rently in effect between the offices 
and the unions stipulate maximum 
commissions in excess of 5°. The 


7” . 
nights, a pretty high tag in these ’ the Norma Miller Dancers was | |agencies claim, and some union 
parts OIS er . VS forbidden by union reps to take spokesmen agree, that none of the 
i 


When the star walked onstage, 





off because promoter of the show, Run for Cover. agents could exist on the maxi- 


_ fans applauded » yelled, whis- Alexander Valdez, didn’t post an sew gow &, An = 

s d, ste Al: a xis ~~’ oo ic 0. Wa S AGVA bond. However, it’s under- Chicage, May 5 | The ace ae satan ont that 
omi¢ ing and . I - ¢ Te . ac f - I gents ais a 
idee’ damon deieinany oh a 4 stood that Valdez has funds in a Thanks to Culture. the saloon 


ceived, but it was Miss Garland’s 


bank t 
show and the crowds let her know 


Chicago, May 


special account in a New York strippers here are covering up—or 


this was the kind of situation they 
© cover salaries. wese. an of inst week, \tried to avoid with the Gilbert bill 


which was vetoed recently by Gov. 
heat : 7 . | . : 
it aoien ee ee Bruce Dispute arose after AGVA) Undercover cops spot-checked a | Rockefeller. Bill would have per- 
She made every appearance and |? C oes a can ae ae his next | wanted four weeks’ salary deposit-| number of peel parlors to make | mitted commissions in accordance 
only on opening night, when her Chi —* Mister Kelly's. ts a\ed in its escrow fund. Valdez ob-| sure performances conformed to| with a schedule of fees filed with 
voice showed the strain she was|ortmight engagement starting| jected, and union made unsuccess-|“community standards,” i.e. no 


under, did she falter in delivery June 8. |ful ef 


Toward the close of the opener, no While there’s no evidence the | from reporting to work which will | was Police Commissioner O'’Con- 


doubt bolstered by the salvos she | two clubs are going in for recipro- begin 


the license dept. Agents have 
pointed out that they have long 
been under the threat of “technical 
against naked femme |(breach” with the present General 


forts to prevent the cast| bare bosoms. Cause of the heat 


in Rio de Janeiro and Sao/nor's edict 


was getting, the nervousness dis- | Cal talent raids, the Bruce booking | Paulo. Valdez took the position torsos during the current run of! Business Law and have described 

appeared and she was belting like|all the same marks a “swap” of | that AGVA’s jurisdiction doesn’t|“Les Ballets Africains,” which|the situation with the License 

the Garland of old sorts, since the Cloister just played | extend outside of U. S., its pos-| prompted Chi Sun-Times to note a} Dept. as one consequence of the 
The three local crix gave her the |jazz thrush Anita O'Day, a fre- sessions and Canada. double standard re nudity. | inability to pass a law “consistent 

“this-is-a-minor-institution” treat- | quent past lure on the Kelly’s mar-| Meanwhile, Valdez was put on Apparently stung by this, O’'Con-| with today’s agency needs.” 

ment, admitted that the Garland | quee. ithe AGVA unfair list However, |nor ordered a quiet once-over of The Theatrical Artists Represen- 

magic was in evidence when she Besides’ the Bruce gambit. | an interesting legal point is likely | strips, and, to no one’s surprise,|tatives Assn., an organization of 


appeared but were not so happy | Kelly’s has lined up a summer of|to develop inasmuch as Valdez | investigators found exotics respec-| agents with Artists Equity fran- 


about the show as a whole and! what shapes as solid draws, and | gave 
ealled attention to the fact that the | heavily leaning on fresh faces. Mel | Fund 


the AGVA Welfare Trust /tably bra’d—or, as a wag put it,| chises, met Monday (4) in N. Y. 
a check to cover insurance | in statute shape | Results of the confab weren't dis- 


material was hardly new, the danc- | Torme first-times at the Marien-| payments. If check is accepted, It wasn’t that way before the | Closed, but major agencies indicate 
ing not distinguished and the en-!| thal freres’ chophouse commenc-| then the AGVA Welfare Trust Fund | ballet came to town, and few are | that unions will be asked to aid in 
tire production, at least the open-| ing June 22. Mort Sahl reprises | will be in a position of protecting | naive enough to believe “commu- | the tiff with the city officials 

ing one, needed tightening, polish | July 6 for a month, with harmonica , employees who are working for an | nity standards” will continue to be One spokesman for a theatrical 


and cleaning up. In addition, they virtuoso Larry Adler, also new to | unfair 


employer and thus liable to|met. There's simply no precedent | Union stated that his union, at 


Continued on page 54) Rush St., set to follow. be slotted on the unfair listings. ‘for it. (Continued on page 52) 
































"Comedian Georges Ulmer, alias Monsieur Pigalle . . . 
quipped and sang his way into the audience's heart . . . 
From the first crack to the last song, his oct breathed 


style..." 
(JOHN THOMPSON, Daily Express). 





EORGES (“Pigalle”) ULMER A “MUST” 


say London Critics 


"Georges Ulmer is a man you should meet. He's top of the bill at the Palace 
Theatre, London . . . Truly an international artiste . . . he speaks—and gags— 
in eight different languages . . . This French funny man deserved every decibel 
of the resounding applause he got at his opening on Monday night. His laconic, 
off-beat humour, his subtle timing, and the continual gyration of his face into 
gargoyle-like grimaces all make him a ‘must’ to see." 


(THE RECORD MIRROR). 


"Georges Ulmer brought a style and polish quite new to the season .. . he suc- 
cessfully bridged the Palace acres with his multilingual impersonations . . ." 


(R. A. H., Daily Telegraph). 


"Georges Ulmer .. . had the audience with him all the time. And he had me in 
tears! ..." (ROBERT WRAIGHT, The Star). 
= 


“Georges Ulmer . . . is brilliant. He has a mobile face, eyes that never stop 
working, and a variety of impressions .. ." 


{BILL BOORNE, Evening News). 


"M. Georges Ulmer . . . has the probing observation and irreverence of the 
uncommitted, ability as a linguist and total relaxation. . .” 
(THE TIMES). 


Agent: FOSTER AGENCY LTD. 
33 Regent Street, London, W.1 
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(Thanks DICK RUBIN) 
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Coast Car Dealer Gets 256 


Idea: 


Hollywood, May 5. 

Show biz methods in setting a 
stage to attract potential customers 
is being utilized by a Southern 
California auto dealer for a used 
car enterprise. Dissatisfied with the 
normal procedure of blacktopping 
a lot, putting up more lights than 
the man down the street and 
brighter and bigger signs em- 


blazoning his wares, Howard 
“Bud” Barish, prexy of Max 
Barish Inc., Los Angeles Chry- 


sier dealer, schemed an idea which 
already is attracting attention a 
month before project is ready to 
open. 

Barish’s idea, which he thinks is 
worth the added expense due to 
its showmanship potential, will 
cost five times as much as the 
usual manner of launching such an 
enterprise—a cool $25,000 to $26,- 


000 against an otherwise maximum | 


Plan calls for erection of 


$5,000. 


= 








CANADA'S 


SPECTACULAR 
NEW THEATRE 


xe 


THE A2G/ HEART OF 
CANADIAN 


“SHOW BUSINESS"! 


























_Mgt. BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New 


‘Spec to Push Sales 


a Japanese teahouse, backdropping 
it with an Oriental motif and fur- 
nishings, and establishment of such 
an exotic flavor that the lot will 
stand far apart from every other 
dealer in used car row in nearby 
Van Nuys. 

Once he hit upon his teahouse 


to auto merchandising and one in 
which he could draw on show biz 
tactics, Barish contacted Al Scal- 


gramming chief, for additional an- 
gles. What he wanted, Barish said, 
was a showmanship approach to 
his used car corner. 

Scalpone recommended a leading 
network art director, Robert Lee, 
accustomed to designing sets for 
color tv, who became so enthusi- 
astic that he came up with plans 
for a three-room, L-shaped gabled 
jteahouse, complete with Soji 
screens. Barish’s only instructions 
to Lee, once he had outlined his 
idea, was “something to invite peo- 
ple in.” 

Project, which will be compjeted 
by June 1, started with two huge 
backdrops, one measuring 150-by- 
12 feet, the other 75-by-12, on which 
}are painted Japanese trees. Prior 
to start of the teahouse itself, a 
;check by Barish revealed that 
scores of motorists were either 
slowing down or stopping, to gar 
der the backdrops. After constru 
tion had begun on teahouse, eve! 
more were attracted. A corner 
Station across the street reported 
that practically every customer 
asked about the undertaking 

“Theatres must attract people 
inside, with lobby displays and 
other forms of showmanship, so 
why shouldn't an auto dealer use 
the same tactics?” Barish asks 


San Antonio Buys =. 
Cafe for Jet-Way 


San Antonio, May 5 

The City Council bought a night 
club here last week. 

But the city is not going into the 
whoopee biz. 

It just needs the site and an 
adjacent 6.31 acres as part of the 
| Clear space for the coming new jet 
|} runways at International Airport 
| The club is Felix’s owned by 
| Felix Stehling who has been given 
| until July 1 to vacate. 

An ordinance adopted by the 
| council pays $3,500 to Stehling and 
$63,400 to Mrs. Elma Gunter, Mrs 
Connie Hausler and M. C. Hausler 
for the property, as a re f 
| condemnation awards. 


CHEVALIER SURROUNDS 
CH; NITERY RECORD 


Chicago, May 5 
Not in recent trade memory has 
there been such a_ performer 
splash as made here by Maurice 
Chevalier over the span—a month 

—in which he graced the town 
While the Parisian was playing 
four record-busting weeks at the 
Palmer House Empire Room, one 
of his pictures, “Gigi,” was smash 
(and still is) at the Loop Theatre, 
and his latest, “Count Your Bless- 





gas 








sult o 








ings,” was getting the bally-o for 
its bow at the Oriental last Fri- 
day (1), 

his cabaret stand, 


Moreover, 
| which wound last Wednesday (23S), 
| Was good for column notes and pub- 
| licity tieins almost daily in the me- 
tro press. Empire Room appear- 
ance, Chevalier’s first in Chi since 
1947, racked the highest loot tally 
jin the poshery’s history, despite 
fact the septuagenarian did only 
| one show a night, and even absent- 
ed himself one day for his Oscar 
| call in Hollywood. 

















Currently COPACABANA 
PALACE HOTEL, RIO 






York 








|4 Appeal Fines After 


pone 


thinking as a different approach | 


pone, former CBS-TV western pro-}| 


Raid on Mass. Nitery 


Amesbury, Mass., May 5. 
Four defendants appealed fines 
otalling $500 in a case resulting 
a state police raid on a Salis- 
bury Beach night spot, the Golden 


Swan, March 21. 
Complaints charging the owner 


formers with presenting 
ticipating in an immoral 
heard by Judge Martin 


and pe! 
and pal 
show were 


F. Connell A fifth defendant, 
Rose L. Sholock, 43, Boston, exotic 
dancer, was found not guilty and 
her case was dismissed. 

Aquilino de Francisco, Salisbury, 
owner of the club, appealed a $200 
fine for presenting an immoral 
show. Three performers who ap- 
pealed fines of $100 each were Mrs 
Cleopatra E. Parent, 52, exotic 
terper, Lawrence; Mrs. Helen G 
Bickford Boston, and her hus- 
band, -Edward H., 58, dance team 


Copa’s 3-a-Night 
For Prima-Keely 





1 Coy bana, N.Y., will re- 
sume a e-show nightly sched- 
ule the engagement of 
Li I & Keely Smith start- 
ing Thurs It's the 
first t many vears that the 

on this policy. Nor- 
s to have 


three 


years. Upera 
{ j ill advance t 
first di 5 8 p.m., with s¢ 
0 at 11:4 d third at 2 a.m. 


MUSIELLO TO FORE IN 
MAC REORGANIZATION 





-organization is being 
set f Mercury Art ists Corp. Frank 
Musie who is producer of the 
Peter Lind Hayes television show 
and has been associated with A 
thur ( € is slated to enter 
a top executive capacity 

Charles Green, who has beer 
ting as president since former 
prex I ynard Green resigned to 
ne associated with Casa Cugat 
N. ¥ remain ¢ 1 
\ entr inc es a 
1 or video JOR S 
Stan Scottiand re- 
e of the « e dept 
Talent ies 
alent Agencies 
oe € ti d from page 1) 
t I nt et bee! asked to 
I nse Commis 
) j ) He Sa 
sked ra 
e red the 
or I T e ot the 
nic ) » objected. How- 
ever, they hed to object to a bill 
which would have | no ceiling 
on fees, and in addition brought in 
a new category of “artists man- 
ager” wi i felt, could ulti- 
mately permit agencies to charge 
two fees for the same job 
Becker's View 
Mortimer Becke counsel fot 
the American Fer = of Tele- 
vision & Radio Artists, stated that 
passage of the Gilbert bill would 
have meant a minimum Of $4,000.- 


000 in extra commissions from per- 


formers who were AFTRA mem- 
bers alone. He said that had this 
bill passed, it would be only one 
step to the agencies’ demand for 
con ssions on minimum fees, to 
which he said, AFTRA will never 
con € t 

All agencies in N. Y. C. who are 
members of Artists Representa- 
tives Assn., have been operating 
ans licenses, since last year. Dead- 
Mae for applications for this year’s 
licenses was on Monday, and none 


of e agencies has applied for a 


permit as yet 

Just what steps the License 
Dept. will take isn’t known as yet. 
However, the Commissioner’s of- 


fice has sent out inspectors to look | 


at the 00ks of various agencies 

Most have efused to cooperate 

th the dept., and it’s anticipated 

t case will be made short- 

Shou this result, it’s likely 

nt postponements will 

the N. Y 

satisfactory to both 
unio! 


} subsid 


Legislature 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


Ine of the oddities experienced by the Three Stooges in their 
‘current revival is the manner in which their kiddie fans, especially 
gris, have “discovered” Moe (Shemp) Howard, the one with the 
bangs. In their earlier incarnation, it seems, Howard was repellent 
as the fierce member of the act. On their recent nitery stands, how- 
; ever, moppets have shown much more enthusiasm for him, a phenom- 
enon which Howard dopes as admiration for the strong, aggressive 
character he plays, and a reaction not unlike latent distaff sympathy 
for the tv western heroes 

Comics are in Chicago for a series of appearances at Balaban & 
Katz theatres, and will also cut an album‘ for kid songs for Coral. 


a feature, “Have Rocket, Will Travel,” at 
to roll later this month, and bids from Screen Gems (Col’s 
among others, for their own video skein. They're also being 
dickered for a return, probably in July, to Pittsburgh's Holiday House, 
where their current crescendo began last winter. 


Meanwhile 
Columbia 


they're set for 











Vande, Cafe Dates | 











{area on one-nighters in mid-May, 
cs req | incl uding the Milburn Country 
appe 


New York 


Lola Martell, who has a 


at the Moulin Rouge, Desig. has | Club May 14... Bennett & Patter- 
opened at the Upstairs at the Dup- son wind at Eddys’ May 14, and 
lex. Or bill with her are Pi-| hie to N.Y. to work on tapes for 
anist Julian Elbaz and_ singer | the Ed Sullivan Show. 





. Tommy Sands slated - 
Casino, Philadelphia, 
. Milton Goldman 


Carmela 








ror ( tl 
Monda 1] 






of the Ashley-Steiner office took BOSTON'S 
off for Europe yesterday (Tues.) on 
a busine trip. Returns to N.Y. | 
via t Queen Mary June 30.. .| 4 
Writer Charles Sherman giving a| ; 2% &5- 
cital ‘riday (8) at the Park| fF ; 
Sher n Mata & Hari to the! if ; 
Quet eth, Montreal, June $i 
1! Coronados started yesterday ie i 
Tues.) at the Mardi Gras, Balti- | aT 
Bob Sennett opens to- Ei he completely new 
rs.) at the Riviera, HOTEL AVERY, with 
C i ’ private bath and TV 
: — in ail — will 
make your t 
Hollywood nord gegen ne Ay 
\ Frank Gorshin will one. Located in the 
co-headli! ith Andy Williams at heart of the shopping and enters 





























opel the Cloister here May tainment district. Children under 14 
13 Singer organist Earl Grant FREE. Parking facilities. Sensibly 
Dorado in Houston for priced, too! 
bwe-wees beginnin ha ge Avery & Washington Sts, 
i hold over 
az ogg Ki co gp gg How eed‘ Opposite Boston Common 
Hotel through May 18 . Morty HU 2-8000 
t Trio opened at Patsy D’- . 
Jacobs Villa’ Capri yesterday SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT 
Tue Songstress Nita Cruz SS -4 
joined Manny Lopez band as reg- 
see ; BILLY 
Siciete jokes Samuae Davis Bago ae FUN- MASTER 
| i é Ss - a 
foulin i aeuat seeamdane tele’ PROFESSIONAL 
dat 9) ‘Four lon old over COMEDY MATERIAL 
ee ht weeks at for all Theatricals 
ak ini pre “We Service the Stars” 
pancior as Big Temporary Special on All 
35 Gag Files for $15, Pius $1.00 Postage 
Chicago Foreign: $1.50 ea., 35 for $40 
, ) L. » the @ 3 Parody Books, Per Bk side 
Don Adams goes back : @ 4 Blackout Books, Per Bk, .. $25 @ 
Clo y <6 101 ree WeeK @ Minstrel Budget $25 @ 
Prof. B: inane set f Ray How to Master the Ceremonies 
t t A 4-16 3 per Copy 
ae . < dg No C.0.D’s “always Open” 
Eddie Pi ea body Dor ed IOI BILLY GLASON 
Nov. 17 Mel Torme | 200 w. s4th St., N.Y.C., 19 Circts 7-1130 
and Fay DeWitt launch at Mister WE TEACH EMCEEING and COMEDY 
K ne 2 f 1 Dail with Let a Real Professional Train You 
Mort Sah! set-to go in Ju ( 
Pearl Bailey and ipe a — 
kK ¢ Tivoli Th tre stage 
. Co Frankie Scott ens at ch 
I \rlal Detr« a lay 18 tN 
Ve ME et 
i ‘S$ 
Detroit or’? vine 
Ficrian Zabach and magico Tony sth pian 
Marks at » Detroit Athletic Club come? 
tover Boys into Gay Haven 
Supper Club Jackie Jay, comic 
he ads yw at new Top Hat Supper 
Club in Windsor ... Three Marks- 
men are finding melodies frém > 
She Boat’ pleases Roostertail A cf % 
ustomers . . . DiMara Sisters star-|} Currently MONTE CARLO HOTEL 
ng in new Elmwood Casino Show Mien! Beach 
Cr Marv Welsh returns to 
Metropole Supper Club ——— = 
Kansas City “THE COMEDIAN” 
Les Brown orch did one-nighters The Only Real Monthly 
at Kirksville, Mo., Teachers Col- PROFESSIONAL GAG SERVICE 
lege May 1 and Purdue U. May 2,|§ THE LATEST — THE GREATEST — 
following a one-nighter at the Mil- - poe ogee ge = «gies 
——_ . r “an ¢ iow in 3 issue, containing 
burn Country Club here April 29.|] gories, one-liners, ettes,  sene 
Orch is in the home stretch of its |] tities, hecklers, audience stuff, mono- 
midwest one-nighter tour, ending logs, erence. double 929s. bits, 
> or 2 ig Iw ideas, intros, mpressions an im- 
May 10 a De VEE - .. Patrice Wy personations, political, interruptions. 
|meore follows her stands in the|§ Thneughts of the Day, Humorous 
Terrace Grill of Hotel Muehlebach |§ Views of the News, etc. $20 yearly 
with a week at the Fontainebleau, |] Introductory Offer: Last 12 issues $15 
New Hope, Pa., May 15, set by Perciein 0. pea See s00 
William Morris Agency . . . She'll Single issues $4—No C.0.D.'s 
be followed inethe Grill by Russell é BILLY GLASON 
Nype, opening May 11 for 10 days 200 W. 54 St. New York 19 
Blue Barron orch will be in the 
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Eartha’s Walkout From Blinstrub's | sts 
Heard by Hub AGVA; Teresa Cleared 





Pass Cal. Agency Bill 


Cal., 


A tough bill separating art- 
from employ- 
and putting 

jurisdiction 
of the State Dept. of Industrial 
house 


ists 
ment 
managers 


managers 
agencies 
under 


Relations passed lower 





May 















































Boston, May 5. !shows performed, AGVA officials of the California Legislature Cleveland. Mav 5 which has staged ever ing rang- 

7) ~ , ’ . ai 2 sj ‘ t . % —*¥y n sti r C . 

The case of Eartha Kitt's walk- panel hy seni tage vo yh ~! — unanimously last Thursday Cain } 1 Park’ s outdoor 4 tiv il Sta ing from opera and “Aa ho s to 
out fron 5 eid Blinstrub’s 1 .* the ew dl p Pert. td - et tg 10 (30) and now goes to the Sen- Lag i hich raeee te we 5S — plea revues and plavs with guest 
seater in ‘ebruaryv w 1eard Vv Hi < s , ’ Hl ate cb Hopes own stageshnow tor two- stars up to a few seasons ago 
* , neat ay 1e &é -: arc if New | a ‘ veek > j ne 1o iotime 
AGVA's Boston Branch exec com- a to the appeal board in Nev Bill was introduced by As- week run, is brin AT - 7 ime Mink savs he is necotiati: with 

‘ Seiad ate a rk. ‘ \ ack t ‘levelan s =) 

ee If the board's decision is fo semblyman Jess Unruh, Los _| sum lle back to Cle _ Red Skelton, Jack Benny, Danny 

Miss Kitt, in at $8,000 salary for Stage aie a ira les Democrat. SE Kaye, Ricky Nelson, Frank Sinatra 
a . . i+ after ROE Wnt 11 Blinstrub, the singer will have to —— ___________— | Series of topflight names for one- and Danny Thor for m } > 
. eek, exited after playing reimburse him for loss she caused = ee ee ee PE preqedccee ee eee ees See 
shows: contract was for 16 show . a - i. . week appearances have been i- | gagements here on a profit-sharing 

‘that Mice Kitt | by exit “within reason Miss Kitt sate linde un by Max Mink. im-| nego a. a a 
Blinst becfed that Miss Kitt took the walk on a Friday night 5 i | ntely linge Up Dy Max Sin m-| basis. There will be a $5 top on 
breached her contract. When the f * ‘ ._. ae : pressario of the 3,00-seat amphi- weekend performances Carl de 

. .7 PR , and Blinstrub pulled in the Mari- r ‘ 
singer exited on Feb. 27, Blinstrub : " a Bias theatre's programs He has con-. Marco once has been hired to con- 
= icq ners to fill the Saturda and Sun- Mat , cond : : : 
put up signs reading: ‘Due to diffi- : Naa racted Johnny Mathis as second duct Cain's band. Summer shows 
os a ane oak’ wee day performances cancelled ttraction with Sammy Davi ‘ setting the backine of Cain 
culties beyond our contro liss The Kitt case at Blinstrub’s was a i e ey traction wi Samn “e os are getting le back! a) 
Eartha Kitt has taken it upon her- , Jerry Lewis and Har selaforte Park Civic Assn., headed by Donaid 

‘ 1} t i followed by another hassle involv- mmitted for other date Most of R Tuttle 
«el ce Ler eEencavrveme? a? gins ul lates t or 
~ ‘ . s , h vi ‘_ ini Her ing Teresa Brewer, which has just ree ” oheaten take eva elk . 4 

10 > a onicht . . i # . hem ; ringing thei yw sack- 

v m= ag eh tgp tage cr been cleared by the Boston branch , egy at # Mink. who is 3 

stand opened Feb. 23 and would of AGVA Miss Brewer cancelled ues ee ° as age shows, said Mink. who is also 

“th Pages, agi a AGVA. Miss é 110 managing rector f downtown B le at Re ™ J | 
ave closed March 1 the spot because of illness and n' anaging < = ( ) erle a ancno in uy 

Reports were that a feud devel- Blinstrub sent a medico to check inerama Palace 3 

3 se! alc : , ne (of ner levelanc Milt >» is set to resume nil- 
oped between her and owner Rajah Raboid, first vicepresident Hope, a former ‘ eo eee filton Berle-is set to resun 
Blinstrub over alleged shortness ° of the American Guild of Variety| stew up near Cain Park Theatre tery appearances with a stand at 
of her second shows et the South Mt. Rushmore Clicks, Arti ts, has charged that AGVA El Rancho, Las Vega starting 
Boston spot. Blinstrub held up ews, organ of the American Guilc ’ h Julv 1. He’s in for four weeks 
her $8,000 salary and made com-| Thou h It’s a Late Late of Variety Artists, is being used Horace clianhon $ t Whether “a Momveiie Mee” ante 
plaint to AGVA. g ws for partisan advantage by the ad- N oe 1) aes rm A. ; 

Whatever the board decision, Artists Equity Brawl itisttstion, Raboid made the) Year as Lambs Lad, So. sction wit remain with the Berle 

- hargec ¢ - he he rie st ¢ t definite 
Miss Kitt must be paid for the 11 y charges after a tried to get < show isn't yet definite 
} anual Artists Equitv Ball | message printed in the organ in H ¢ t ¢ f H R t —. ——— 2 
= ee ee ee eee a. | oui he aicient Ger mannetiilp ie Gels &, cf fi. hoas 

in New York, held Friday (1) at Vhich he advised the membersni} : 

the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria’s Grand to maintain their benefits by pay- Horace McMahon, who at various 

Ballroom, drew a record-breaking | !D& their dues on time, taking an | times has been a vaudevillian and 

2.500, bulk of whom got in at the interest in union affairs and voting , filmster on the wrong s om of the 

general admission of $12, with for candidates best suited to serve a A SAR BEN 

b 4 a < oie ti : . ic . y ) fenerate f 

tables and boxes at a considerably Reason given for refusal to print . - sins iaai sts “DE 

4 + ye . ¢ © ‘ a0 « ‘ ar + } y f ] 
higher rate. It was one of the more the letter was a paragraph, a character as far as Nis prot - iAH 
‘ . , ‘ the ud be first vicepresident to 1 [ , Chi A 
. confused functions held by the proud to be fi I life is concernet He on ‘ : 
eee Sap Wee organization, main reason being the Your president Penny Sing leton, | _. 4. of the 1 eous ¢ ‘ 
CARIBE HILTON unavailability of the ballroom ; ho in my opinion hs ; cag Page 1 Cit 1 » MAY 5-5 “J 
Puerto Rico the advertised starting tin of Pre sident AGV A ever had wl us in S "Vane in 3 

11 p.m., due to the failure of the U regular Gues-paying member state « e, ne cn & 

organization holding an aff: he r first concern 7 at the Lambs Club. N. Y., on ea <E 

earlier in the evening to t out The editorial board of AGVA : ory 

a . ‘ lee os so 4t : , irday ‘2 attended | 2 - 

at the contracted time of 9 p.m. News felt that this constituted a ° : 3 DW, 

Artists Equity officials ittered Slight to past presidents the | 

darkly of suing for keepi! the lion. However, Raboid felt that rhe session struck a note 0: nos- ! 

‘ aie + aaesd ere have been gratuitous plugs ; t yf the I _ =e AT, 

assemblage waiting until p: - algis me of i x: : Vy Nh 

night. As a result. the | the publication for those close ,; l to pi bute ng a re) si - it Ny” 
didn’t get the usual h dec . to the present administration. An- rare ‘for these d publi a ‘ mens 
tive treatment er indication of a large and pearance Phil Baker ) ‘ 
The profusion of c cor int plug is the weekly colum: ade e mistake of citing . ; 
especially among the gay set ait Margie Coate director of | qiminished crop of hair, and libeled - 
‘sc Sick & Yelief , l ; } , \9 

the nudes gave the gapers and ™! “outed I +4 & I _ i Fund, tellir e |] pe ng < RAY ROMAINE 

camera buffs their money’s worth, ©! benefactions by her office. An there wasn't one good lock of hai ‘ 

However, the level of costumi! attempt to audit her books was o! the ‘ ( p M Oy and CLA RE 

° . - . ently } ster * adminictra- ‘ . a 
Santa Monica National } failed to hit the mark of previ gr nga d by administra- 4 jpert, chairman of the et “Delighttully 
years. There were some not ion forces ent committee and toa ee “ 
7 c ial a hich voted : f 
Home Show exceptions which seemed inrow- . 4 ile ed torial board Wi ich voted , en paraded every gooa ( Different 
backs to the Ziegfeldian era, Gown Raboid’s request for Bare the platform as rebutt NOW 
mpric wre - > > Smit} 

May 6th thru May 10th namely a group depiction of foun- C°™P! ed Frank Ross, Joe Smith Bert Wheel 1 = APPEARING 

tains. and the representation of a Johnny Woods and Karl W: llenda “ aes Se " 

' Seurat painting fatter gett I oe The board felt that Raboid’s mes- J#¢K Waldron, Frank | and BELLEVUE 

. la al Ine all Cttisiig S - —— } chhelc ) t : 

CIVIC AUDITORIUM ond prize. First prize winner was S@8e didn’t constitute a report of Ha . 1 * -- wer oe are CASINO 

. . a ‘s d wctivit ut ¢ j . leccage 0 ers {0 | I ule »ine g. OL! 
Santa Monica, Calif. a grouping of the four sculptored activity, but a political message who this month marks } Montreal 

heads on Mt. Rushmore. The bal nnivers S$ a ember of e Thanks to 

even when not at its height, rey H M Ci FI - Phill eal sai Roy Cooper 
¥ ae sents an excellent forum of ic s ircus op In 1 y ar Returning to 

lf Y DIG for theatrical designers Philadelphia, May 5 There s ad iona en ¢ - Moulin Rouge 
magptlesty The e ‘ing tl vear was | TI =. oct ment t the George XI. Cohan i- Paris 
“a - he emceeing this year as The one-week run of the Hamid ‘ D aro July 1 
THE MAN Bill Wendell, of the “County Fair” Morton Circus at the Arena here Personator, Dave Mallen, magic 
teleshow, who g ave an off-the-cuff gr yssed a disastrous $7.000 meneaux ant ivian ella Hesa — 
You'll DIG é ere ea a alsa L >: “pee 3 ‘ " rvs 
s ties and irreverent impression of the The show was originally sup- Betty Kean & Lew Parker cam HELA A! 
. 1 : y the ‘or , 5 
-4 ‘ costume parade which worked out | posed to have come in under aus-| °V€r from the Copacabana for a DON TANNEN 
effectively. He also moved the pro- pices of an organization which | 5P°- Headilining 

ceedings along at a brisk pace in a would have taken care of the ticket In the audience was Vincent LOU WALTERS’ FRENCH REVUE 

} Tuy " ‘ >Y Jor < } lec Tr pesun sler . « 7 lj he rect 1 teur tw TES . ps * 

Ss fairly subtle manner. Per u ual, sale Unfortunately, such a deal Sardi, the restauratet vo judge at Carillon Hotel, Miami Beach 
imer/ the advance flackery by Doc Cal- failed to develop, and show entered and one of the biggest assemblages Contact 

LU - ~ < ; 2c as ) te > ic j . S S¢ in nor f NicMaho 

247 $. 17th Street, Phila, houn (Dixon Gayer Associates) was on its own steam which didn’t this season in honor of M« Jahon GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 
a major factor in filling the room. | prove sufficient. J 

















Cleve. Cain Park in Vaude Bigtime; 
Bob Hope First of Top Name Array 

























































for the first time ever— 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


New York 


presents 


The Greatest Ice Adagio Team 


HARRISON 
and KOSSI 


on their Portable Ice Rink 
(Thank you, LEON LEONIDOFF) 





June 24 to Sept. 7: 
Leonard Ruskin and Guy Lombardo's 
“SONG OF NORWAY” 
at Jones Beach Marine Theatre, New York 





NEW YORK DAILY MIRROR 

FRANK QUINN 

“Harrison and Koss! are @ unique 
edagio duo performing dazzling acro- 
batics on skates.” 


NEW YORK DAILY MIRROR: 

LEE MORTIMER 

“The team of Harrison and Koss! sen- 
sational acrobatics on a small (ice) 
rink." 





NEW YORK JOURNAL-AMERICAN 
GENE KNIGHT 

“Harrison and Kossl . . . the MOST 
THRILLING ACT In New York...” 











VARIETY 
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House Reviews 
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Apeolle. N. ¥. [the including (with members of 
Corevent (4), Soul Stirrers (5),|the band) “Whiffenpoof Song. 
Rasberry Singers (6), Gospei | Comedy bits have the bandboys 
Giants (7), Stevens Singers (3), | Portraying convicts and girl guides. 
Flanagan Singers (5), Fred Barr, | More vocalizing from a teenager, 
Doc Wheeier: “Kathy 0.” | Donna Douglas, who sports high 
4 » heels that disguise her youthful 
{years until she gabs between num- 
| bers; chirper is attractive gal, giv- 
jing out tenderly in “Come Home 
: ‘to Loch Lomond and Me” and 
rhythms, its long numbers, respon- ; : 
sive sing-song “readings” and | other Py even — Se eae 
ritualized movements. But there | ©° can og icks ——_ y lim 
is also a vitality and noisy excite- |‘? © ro “y | en 0. — 
ment in the first several minates | .. nerison with ayou a bane r 
of the bill at the Apolio. Like the | parison with second. Fla 


es plc Dcog hag. ;.| Lamar open stylishly in terping 
Gospel Caravan in late March, this | and score especially in a 


: | bit, 
one should also fare well at the “: ak an enoendl 


; tae! s ©} shadow number 
pee yee ee re segment, ‘the mate hadf of twosome 


: : ; |being partly hidden by shadow 
Ww heeler, as interchanging cme, lighting while dancing in “Me and 
front this session, which has in the | yy) Shadow.” Johnny Sliver offers 
is ee Se —. ‘the | Doisterous comedy but is indistinct 
sai girls from Chicago, = vow \through his speedy gabbing and 
a ote ae a Pega more | closeness to microphone. Richards 
Ss er D ~ Yol seor ly with} 
There is very little variety to the | = B...-4 aaa a Just ~ 
musical deliveries. Only the pitch } graceful-dancing pair. : . 
is different, and maybe there's 4\" Jocaphme Anne, fresh and nicely 
little difference also in the fact | groomed, is socko in warbling and 
that the Soul Stirrers, five men and | comedy, and has improved great]; 
a guitar, bring a faint note Of} cince last time around, when she 
country & western into their rendi- | also showed potential: here’s a dis- 





There’s a little tedium watching 
a gospel show for any length of 
time, with its repetition of 





en artinggeon dee Bog = yp Rn |taffer with talent who should be 
Steaste “Wbeeaan Singers (with Her- | promptly ; used via national tv. 
' Walter Li, Chinese acrobat, and 


man Stevens on organ, not only for 
his two sidekicks but for the rest 
of the show) and Flanagan ~— 

rt, | 


Johnny Stewart, tall blond come- 
dian, are both in New Acts. 
Gord. 














Bohino. Paris 

Paris, April 28. | 

Rene-Louis Lafforgue, Jacque- ; 

line Maillan, Ardre Aubert, Ugo 

Frediani, Edith Georges, Yves Joly 

Puppets (4), Danyel Gerard, Jean 

Harold, Brockways (2), Marinos 
(2); $1.75 top. 


New Acts 


REDHEADS (3) 
Dances 
18 Mins. 
Chaudiere, Ottawa 
All red-topped, Ruth Chamber- 








Looking like a smug version of lain, Peggy Rinehart and Donna 
Bacchus, Rene-Louis Lafforgue O'Connor have been  terping 
makes with his songs of work. love around North America for more 
and drama among the ordinary pco- than three years but, to now, 
ple, touched up by ditties on| missed New Acts. Each is a dis- 
human foibles. His is a well-| tinct femme type except for the 
rounded and adroitly delivered|™0P.. The Redheads manage to 
songalog “which scores with this | blend their terp styles with ease 


and ability giving evidence of 
training and experience. They 
keep all routines colorful and 
filled with action, using, in a sing! 
stint, calypso, Charlesten, modern, 


nabe crowd. He has the offbeat 
characteristics for special spotting 
abroad. Singer is rot hampered 
much by a foot in a cast from a 


ing cl a , y ; 
por it oe Pay a ie others. Being only three, they can 
wennan lly o 7 . adapt themselves to almost any 
 eeaeiiee Maillan has some | “JZ floor but have no difficulty 
2 4 > . 


filling the Chaudiere’s big space. 
Backed as they are by nice ar- 

rangements, this item is good for 

niteries, stage, television. Gorm. 


caustic patter and songs but seems 
somewhat too sophisticated for this 
house. Andre Aubert, however, 
gives them what they want in 
knowing imitations of name sing- 
ers with enough satirical jabs. to 
have this in for mitts. 

Ugo Frediani is a dynamic jug- 





JA-DA QUARTET 
Songs 
23 Mins. 


gler who goes full steam to a| Chaudiere, Ottawa 

mambo beat. Expert act ending| Ja-Da Quartet is already rolling 

with torches in a darkened tueatre Showcasing on the Perry Como 

has this in for top response. In| Show and disking for Warner 

fact. he was held over from the Bros. (“Good Time Charlie’), plus 

last show slick routining of a strong stint 
Jean Harold continues witn, for niteries, should give them 


plenty impetus. 

Foursome is one of the freshest 
and possibly one of the youngest 
in show business. Three boys and 
offbeater with umbrel as cavorting | girl make up the item, femme 
like humans in a little drama, | Setting her youth (looks about 19). 
manipulated from beneath, and|Socko pipes and _cute-and-sweet 
other skillful entries. This is a na- | Style across to big reception. While 
tural for video abroad. | girl is featured, and rightly so. | 

Edith Georges is a racy chorus | Stint wisely includes a handful of 
girl out of the Folics. P:ping voice | oldies in dixie. including a smash 


slides showing heads of personali- 
ties on incongruous bodies. This is 
growing s‘ale and repetitious. | 

Yves Joly Puppets (4) are a fine | 


and earthy antics, plus.a fine body,| Mississippi Mud” and “Crazy 
make this en okay house addition | Words, Crazy Tune” to ney wail 
but it still belongs in the Folies. | ins. _— 





GLORIA WESTON 
With PAT MORGAN 


Danyel Gerard essays rock ‘n’ 
roll in French. It is too derivative 
and only of local draw. Brockways 


are two youngsters balancing | Songs | 
bicycles for a fair filler. Marinos| 14 Mins. 

(2) balance on a bike on a high) Gatineau, Ottawa 
pedestal. Too much strain here, Silver-blond Gloria Weston Is 
but a fair entry. Mosk. | new in niteries but hes been seen | 


a 


Empire. Glasgew 
Glasgow, April 30. 

Billy Cotton & Band, with Alan 
Breeze, Ellis Jackson, Donna Doug- 
las, Johnny Stewart, Josephine 
Anne, Johnny Siiver, Richards & 
Yolanda, Walter Li, Flack & La- 
mar, Bobby Dowas Orch. 


on Canadian television. She shows | 
savvy in showmanship and staging. | 
aided by cute looks and tasteful | 
gowning, reflecting the influence | 
ef her chanter-husband, Pat Mor- | 
gan. While the stint belongs to) 
Gloria, Pat comes in now and then 
for duets and bangs a guitar with | 
the house band, for backing. } 
Miss Weston gets good impact | 
with her,sound and showmanship | 
and with more product‘on would be | 
strong for nitery, disking. tv. 
Gorm. 


Billy Cotton, pop.a.ar personality 
via radic and tv, offers iamily en- 
tertainment in satisfying band- 
show, using his personnel to good 
effect. Vocalists and instrumental- 
ists join in merry clowning, be- 
loved of U.K. outfronters, and 
Cotton himself ihdulges in nifty 
antics despite his years and recent 
thrombosis. He is bespectacled 


RAY & ROMAN 
Dances 

12 Mins. | 
Chaudiere, 


Ottawa 
Slick pair. Ray & Roman, work 
a tlicko stint of adagio. Rontinine 





type who exudes amiahility, and| is neat and shows capabilities cf 

typifies more a business or city] both male and femme, with stae- 

gent with the knack ef pok'ng fun] ing in top form throvzhout. Pair 

at himself heve heen @oncine tosethor for 
Alan Breeze, bard's principal] three vrrre end en buses the 

warbler, sco: wii ‘The Day the] stint misht have had were worked | * 

Rains Came, and in other num- out long ago, leaving lift, spins and | ‘"e 


!twirls neatly done to persistently | 


good reception. 


It's a nice stanza for any nitery 


fare and would also be good for 
television. Gorm. 


WALTER LI 
Acrobatics 
2 Mins.; 
«mpire, Glasgow 

Walter Li, billed as the “modern 
Chinese acrobat,” turns in a satis- 
fying offering in conventional acro 
stint. Opens to pattern with rods 
and ribbons, manipulating these 





with skill, Segues with a clever 
handstand and also a backward 
bend, and then bends his body 


backward on trestle to drink from 
glass on floor of stage. 

There’s more interest as he pre- 
pares two hoops surrounded on in- 
side with knives and leaps through 
both, clearing himself from the 
blades. Also spins plates niftily, 
and does a one-hand stand while, 
at same time, spinning two plates 
on sticks with other haad. Smallish, 
tubby type. he’s acrobatic act that 
seems okay for general run of 
vauderies. Useful filler for layouts. 


JOHNNY STEWART 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 
Empire, Glasgow 
New comedians with potential 
are hard to come by in present-day 
Britain. Here's one who merits at- 
tention, and has all the pssence 
and attack needed. Allied with bet- 
ter fodder. he would be a strong 
bet for most situations, in tv, vaude 
and revue. 
Johnny Stewart is tall, slim and 


| fair-haired, and knows how to use 


his hands. Is also lithe on his feet, 
and can move with ease. He is 
garbed smocthly in light chocolate- 
colored suiting, and patters agree- 
ably. Also makes much of gibber- 
ish, to enjoyment of customers. 
Comedian should smile more, 
and put that extra personality into 


|,an act that has most of the makings 


of lead comedy. Okay meantime for 
general run of vaude and for tv 
siottings. 





| finite 








Judy Garland 


Continued from page 49 Qaaeae 








all called attention to and were 
surprised by an innovation that 
is old to tv but unheard of, at least 
in these parts, on the stage. That 
is when Miss Garland did virtually 
the complete “Born in a Trunk” 
number, from “A Star is Born,” to 
a recording 

She actually sang the first few 
bars and the last few bars and the 
last few but in between, the bulk 
of the number was danced and 
lip-synched to a recording which, 
though good, had spectators as 
well as critics, wondering why 


| Management said that it was done 


that way because of the technical 
problem of keeping up with the 
star and picking up her voice as 
she went through the number 
which is close, in production, to 
the original 

Jolt of the engagement was Miss 
Garland’s bulk. When she ap- 
peared in her “Summer Stock” out- 
fit of tights and formal jacket, it 
was apparent that while she wasn't 
as heavy as she has been, heavy 
she was. It was this costume that 
was least successful in hiding her 
avoirdupois. 

Only real disappointment was a 
post-premiere reception opening 
night at the Variety Club atop the 
Stanley for radio, press, 


the management. 
Management had led some 200 
guests to expect Miss Garland but, 


as the evening progressed, so did | 
and when Sid Luft, | 


speculation, 
the star’s husband, appeared to an- 
nounce that Miss Garland has gone 
to bed, attendees began assuming 
she was up to some old tricks. 

In fairness to Miss Garland, she 
was not all to blame. 
ment later said that she had been 
told there would be a party and 
that it would be nice if she could 
make it but there was nothing de- 
about the arrangement, 
something the guests didn't know. 

Material-wise, Miss Garland, as 
before, relies on her oldies, in- 
cluding “Trolley Song,” “Boy Next 
Door,” “Man That Got Away” and 
the inevitable “Over the Rainbow.” 


| She also does a medley Jolson and | 
|a new one by Gordon Jenkins, 
i“The Letter,” 


from her new al- 


bum. It won Isng and sustained 
applause. She could have stayed 
on indef. She’s also on through- 
out the show, in contrast to her 
original engagement in New York 
when she came on after the first 
act 

She’ll have no trouble in New 


York when she opens May 11 at 
Met. 


: repre- | 
sentatives of Capitol Records and | 
ifriends of 


Manage- | 








WEEK OF MAY 6 





MUSIC HALL 7 
Harrison & Kossi 
Trio Smeed 
Swiss Boys Choir 
Corps de Ballet 
Hockettes 
i. Paige Orc. 


NEW YORK CITY 


! ROXY 

| Jack Haskell 
Mona Joy 
Troupers 

| Balladeers 

\Kebt. Boucher Ore 


AUSTRALIA 
MELBOURNE |}Martha & Adolfo 
Tivoli . 
Will Mahoney |= & B Carley 
Rudy Horn | Sue Peters 


Gibson Girls 
Gordon & Colville 
Allen Bros. & June 
Amazing Margoes 
Anny Berryer 
Margo Glancy 

Edit Juhasz 

Frank Wilson 
Lor’a’we Bransgrove 


| Barton & Stuchb’r’y 

Lleyd Nairn 

Frank Ward 

Deidre Green 

| Anna Paulle 
ADELAIDE 

Royal 
| Sabrina 
Andrea Dancers 


Ballet (12) S & M Harrison 

SYDNEY Billy Baxter 
Tivoli Mistin Juniors 

Braziliana Dancers Crocker & Clark 

Jehnny Lockwood David Sterile 

Len Lowe \ Jackie Mennier 

| BRITAIN 

| Pina | Maurice Rocco 
ppodrome 5 

P. & P. Penny | Dee Rusmaar 

Annette & Noel | Smoothey & Layton 

6 Showgirl Nudes | Billy Burden 

Trevor Evans J & P Barbour 

8 Pennies | GLASGOW 

Margot Rodrigures | Empire 

Ravel, Rowson & Michael Holliday 
ose Hal Monty 
BRIGHTON | Jules Nehring 
Hippodrome Nino Frediani & Sis 

Ken Dodd | Prestige & Moore 

2 Caroles | Cycling Kirks 


Rosemary Squires 
Russel’s Chimps 
Joe Henderson 
Kenny Baker 
Cuny & Marion 
BRISTOL 
Hippodrome 
Jewell & Warriss 
Jill Day 
iris Roy 3 
Hollander & Hart 
Charly Wood 


Roxy & Glenda 

| Blue Orchids 

| LONDON 

| Palladium 

| Frankie Vaughan 

|Rey Castle 
Kaye Sis 

{Charlie Manna 
Ging Bros 

| Pinky & Perky 
Peiro Bros 

Joe Church 











Laycock & Bee | Spencers 
Tiller Girls Geo. Carden Dncers. 
CHISWICK a 
Empire mopire 
Marini 4 Ronnie Hilton 
Rexanos Flack & Lamar 
Sharpe & Iris Wilson Keppel & B 
Alan Field Gaunt Bros 
Eve Valere Albert & Ward 
EDINBURGH | Harry Bailey 
Empire Barbara Law 
Cotton & Band MANCHESTER 
Juggling Brauns } Hippodrome 
Penny Nicholls | Earle & Vaughan 
Jimmy Neil | Averil & Aurel 
Richards & Yolanda Tanner Sis 
aris Sadler ox 2 
Marcies Tommy Fields 
FINSBURY PARK  Brazilianos 
mpire Victor Seaforth 
Bill Kenny ‘Francois & Zandra 
Cabaret Bills 
| NEW YORK CITY 
Bive Angel Hotel Taft 
Shelley Berman Vincent Lopez Ore 


Fay De Witt 
Cy Young 
Rudy Tronto 
Claiborne Cary 
Jimmy Lyon 3 
Bart Howard 
Bon Soir 
Kaye Ballard 
Bertice Reading 
Little, Dane & 
Mason 
Three Fiames 
Jimmie Daniels 
Casa Cugat 
Lee Laniels 
Jaqueline Fontaine 
Cheteau Maedria 
Harry Mimmo 
Galanes 
Ralph Font 
Panchito Orc 
Candi Cortez 
Copacabana 
Louis Prima 


Ore 


Lou Donn Ore 
Pagan Orc 
Den 


Lenny Bruce 
Donna 


| Jack Fletcher 
George Hall 
Gerry Mathews 
rani 
ny Graham 
Ne. 1 Fifth Ave. 
Robert Downey 
Harold Fonvilie 
Hotel Astor 
| irving Fields 
Hotel Reoseve'lt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Hotel Piaza 
| Jane Morgan 
| Ted Straeter Orc 
| Mark Monte Orc 
i Hotel Pierre 
| Felix Knight 
| Larry Douglas 
Dolores Perry 
Joseph Ricardel Orc 
‘Alan Logan Orc 


Black Orchid 
Lili St. Cyr 
Joe E. Ross 
Joe Parnello (3) 
Bive Angel 
Mighty Panther 
| Vi Velasco 
Thes & Jan 
Roger McCall 
| Blve Note 
Gee. Shearing (5) 
Donna Hightower 
John Young Trio 
i Chez Paree 
Johnny Mathis 
Dave 
Geo. Cook Orc. 
Chez Adorables @ 





Hotel St Regis 
Dorothy Shay 
Ray Bari Orc. 
Mut Shaw Ore 
In Soboti 
Bob English 
Liz Williams 
Dick Hankinson 
| Latin Quarter 
| Buddy Hackett 
| Wells & Four Fays 
| Dick Curry 
| Pony Sherrell 
| Jo Lombard: Ore 
|B Harlewe Orc 
| Le Cupidon 
Rosina Pagan 
| Howard Beder 
t Room 
Dorothy Olsen 
Lou Bari 
| Jack Kelly 
| international 
Alan Dale 
| Sid Gould 
McKenna Line 
Mike Durso Ore 
Palmieri Orc 
Savoy Hilton 
Tommy Purcell Ore 
Town & Country 
| Jewel Box Revue 
Ned Harvey Orc 
Sicari Orc 
Two Guitars 
| Olga Valdi 
Ivan Nepa 
Xenia Brante 
K. Poliamsky Ore 
Misha Usdanoff 
| Viennese Lantern 
| Vivien Varel 
| Attilio Bruni 








| Vitiage Barn 

Larry McMahan 

| Joni Roth 

|Leu Mesceni 

| Belle Carroll 

| Jim Lewis 

'Leu Harold Orc 
Village Vanguard 

Ray Hastings 

| Phillipe Fallon 

| Pepper Adams 

| Waldorf-Astoria 

George Gobel 

Charlie Fisk Ore 

Gela Babai Ore 


CHICAGO 


Cloister inn 

| Irwin Corey 
Jean Sampson 
Ramsey Lewis Trio 

Conrad Hilton 
“Frosty Frills” 
Helga Neff 
Farra & Carter 
Ben Gee & Bernie 


rris 

Jack Kodell 
Eddie Ash 
Manuel Del Tore 
Inez & Gordon 
Ken Harris Ore 





e 
Toni & Jan Arden 
Jimmy Ore 


London House 


VARIETY BILLS | 


| Marty Rubinstein 


Martin Denny (4) Marx & Frigo 
Mister Kelly's Palmer Wovuse 
Martha Davis & Carol Channing 
Spouse Ben Arden Ore 
HAVANA 
Hotel Capri Manteca 


| Rosita Fodres 

| Mitsouko & Roberto 
Nancy & Guile 

| Natalie Herera 
Hote! Nacional 

| A M Martinez 

| Casado 

Gina Romand 
Manolo Torrente 
|Ana & Julio 


| Godino Singers 
“Dancing Waters” 
Hote! Riviera 

Elsa Marvel 

Elena del Cueto 
Ramon Calzadilla 
Natalie Herrera 
Gloria & Wattuses 
Faxa Q 

F. Guerrero Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Ben 


| Ben Blue 
| Jerry Lester 
Roberta 
|}Lois Ray 
| Sammy Wolf 
| Dick Bernie 
Richard Cannon 
ivan Lane Orc 
Cocoanut Grove 
| Gordon & Sheila 
| MacRae 
Freddy Martin Ore 
| Crescendo 
Mort Sahl 
Gerry Mulligan 4 
Interivae 
| Jeri Southern 
Gateway Singers 
| 


Bive's 


Lee 


Moulin Rouge 
Sammy Davie Jr. 
|“ Wonderful World” 
| Dick Stabile Ore 

Seville 

Condoli_ Bros. 
| Shelly 

Slate Bros. 
Don Rickles 
| Ann Richards 
The Players 
} Statier wotel 
—_ Family 
Dr. Giovanni 
, Leighton Noble and 
i his Ore 

Ye Cittie Club 
Carol Brent 
| Joe Felix 
‘Roger Nichois 


| LAS VEGAS 
Desert rn Shirley Scott 

Jimmy Durante Riviera 

Eddie Jackson Ray Bolger 


| Sonny King 
| Jack Roth 
| Jules Buffano 
| Art Johnson 
|} Donn Arden Dncrs 
|} Carlton Hayes Ore 
Dunes 
“Nuit De Paris” 
|Frank E. Marlowe 
| Libby Jones 
|Latona, Graham & 
1 


6 
s 
a 
a) 
e 


Dolinoff & Raya Sis 
Rolly Rolls 
| Naja Karamura 
Gwen Harmon 
Bob Kennedy 
Allen Conroy 
Jimmy Cavanaugh 
Cee Davidson Ore 
El Cortez 
Dubonnet Trio 
Eddie Bush 
Versatiles 
El Rancho Vegas 
Joe E. Lewis 
La Nouvelle Eve 
| Dick Rice Orc. 
Flamtngo 
Vic Damone 
Debra Paget 
Dunhills 
Harry James 
| Don Kirk 
Flamingoettes 
Jack Cathcart Ore 
Fremont Hotel 
Honeycones 
Deedy & Bill 
Gayle Walton 
Make Believes 
| Golden Nugget 
|} Harry Ranch 
|Lee & Faye May- 
| nar 
Sons of Gold'’n Wst 
Hacienda 
| Four Tunes 


| Johnny Olenn 
‘ 


Trude Adams 
Barbara Heller 
Muriel Landers 
Ray Sinatra Orc 
Derothy Dorben Dcs 
Sahara 


Teresa Brewer 
Billy De Wolfe 
Sascrem Dancers 
Lovis Basil Orc 
Louis Prima-Keely 
Smith 
Sa 


Danny Thomas 

Kings IV 

| Tyler Gilman 

| Texas Copa Girls 

| Antonio Morelli Ore 
Showvoat 


Sons ef Pioneers 
Hank Morton 
Johnny Cash 
Merle Travis 
Silver slipper 
Hank Henry 
Sally Rand 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Joe Cappo 
Peggy Dietrick 
Toni & Harry Wham 
Mark Hall 
Red Marshall 
Danny Jacobs 
| Geo. Redman Ore 
Stardust 
Lido De Paris 
Tony Pastor 
Kim Sis 
Thunderbird 
June Havoc 
Lenny Kent 
Fred Darian 
Samara 
Al Jahns Ore 
Tropicana 
Eddie Fisher 
Dominique 
Herman Kaye Ore 
‘Jerry Colonna 


MIAMI - MIAMI BEACH 


| Americ>nae 
| George DeWitt 
Nancy Donovan 
Lee Martin Ore 
Nina Ramon 
Carillon 
Lou Walters Revue 
|Arthur L. Simpkins 
Tun Tun 
Daryll Stewart 
Elsa & Waldo 
Piroshka & Niky 
Dominique 
Judy Reece 
Jacques Donnet Ore 
| Ruth Wallis 
Clover Civb 
Sherry Britton 
Desuviile 
Phil Foster 
| Pepe Lara & 
Cuarteto Triana 
| Henry, Levine 
| Diplomat 
| Gretchen Wyler 
| Dornan Bros 
J. Conrad Dencers 
Mal Malkin Orc 
den Roc 
Jackie Heller 





Ore 


Giovannis 

Luis Varona Ore 

Duke Jenkins Ore. 
Fontainebieau 

Sacasas Ore 

Campe Urc 


| Miles Velarde 

'Don Casino 

Pepe 

Blanco 

Fausto Curbelo Ore 

| Montmartre 
Eddie Schaffer 
Gina Wilson 

Patsy Shaw 

| Freddie Cele Ore 
Murray Franktin’s 
George Darcy 

Paul Gray 

Murray Franklin 
Dick Havilland 

Kay Carroll 

Sue Lawton 

| The Cooks 

Eddie Bernard 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Backstage 
Stan Arnold 
Rene Joubert 
Blackhawk 
Dizzy Gillespie 
| Canterbury 
| Geo. Alexander 
| Benny Strong Ore 
} Easy Street 
Marty Marsala 
Wally Rose Orc 
Fack’s 
| Earl Grant 
Mel Young 
Feirmont Hotel 
Josephine Pre:nice 
E. Heckscher Ore 
Cay 90's 
Diamond Lil 
|Joy Healy Dness. 
| Bee & Ray Gorman 
Dick Keegan Orc 


| 
| Harrah’s Club 
| Turk Murphy 
Dick Contino 
Denis & Regers 
Syncopates 
John Adomono 
i n Baker 
| Abbie Neil 
| Harold's Club 
Wiere Bros. 
Carl Ravazza 
Kingpins 

Holiday 
4 Barons 
Merry Macs 





! Hangover 
| Earl Hines 
Joe Sullivan 
Mugesy Spanier 
Hungry } 

| Jonatham Winters 
| Frank D’Rone 
Paul Mazursky 

Jazz Workshop 
Mastersounds 

On the Levee 
Kid Ory Orc 
| Purple Onion 
Cruz Luna 
| Cathi Hayes 
| Ronnie Schell 

365 Club 

Ceorge Liberace 
Mary Meade French 
Jack Durant 
Bill Clifford Ore. 
Moro Landis Ore 


RENO 


Andrini Bros. 
apes 

Gallions & Ginny 

| Esquires 

| Insiramentalisis 

Glen Relfson 
Piverside 

| Sportsmen 

Della Quadri 

j\Jo Ann Jordan 

{Riverside Starlets 

E Fitzpatrick Ore 
Gotden 


| Billy Ward 
| Chuck Leonard 
Tem Russell 
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London ‘Candide’ Gets Mixed Press; 


Critics Like US, 


London, May 5. 

“Candide,” latest American mu- 
sical to reach the West End, fol- 
lowing a modest run on Broadway, 
had a mixed reception last week 
at the Saville Theatre. General 
verdict of the critics was that 
there is much to praise in a show 
that does not quite come off. 

There was general praise for 
the principals, particularly the 
Yank leading lady, Mary Costa, de- 


scribed by Cecil Wilson, of the 
Daily Mail, as tackling her role 
with “an Annie Oakley punch.” | 


Added the critic, “She looks and 
sings like an angel and is as witty 
as she is pretty.” 

Patrick Gibbs, of the Daily 
Telegraph, thought that the show 
is pleasing as a spectacle and 

raised Robert Lewis's staging. 
Vrote John Thompson in the 
Daily Express, “I hail this as the 
strangest, wittiest musical in 
town.” Commenting on the fact 
that the show played 73 perform- 
ances on Broadway, he added, “At 
times a touch clever-clever, this is 


an evening of high style. I feel 
sure those Americans were 
wrong.” 

The Times critic, without by- 


line, as always, wrote, “The show 
lays respectful yet kindly heavy 
hands on the immortal tale. The 
scenes move somewhat flat-footed- 
ly because the adventures are not 
particularly well suited to the mu- 
sical stage.” Anthony Carthew, of 
the Daily Herald, thought the eve- 
ning starts at a trot, then hobbles, 
then stumbles, then finally falls 
flat. “The satire,’ he said, “has 
sunk almost without trace and the 
music is utterlv undistinguished.” 
Liked the Music 

Alan Dent 
cle, asserted that if the musical is 
a success here, “it will not be on 
account of Voltaire’s wit and wis- 
dom, but because of Leonard Bern- 

Continued on page 57) 


Felton Theatre Plans 
Stock in Lancaster, Pa.; 
Sparks Rivalry in Area 


Lancaster, Pa., May 5 

Lancaster will have its first 
downtown summer stock this year 
with the opening June 29 of the 
Fulton Art Theatre with an Equity 
company. Leonard Altobell will be 
managing director and 
A 10-week season is planned, with 
guest stars 

The Fulton Art Theatre, 
merly Fulton Opera House, had not 
had professional shows since 1930 
until the presentation by the Lan- 
caster Theatre Arts Assn., last 
February of “Our Town,” with Vic- 
tor Jory, for five performances. 
The 106-year-old 980-seater is air- 
conditioned 

Altobell formerlv operated the 
Litchfield (Conn.) Theatre and last 
year had the Robin Hood Theatre, 
Arden, Del., near Wilmington. He's 
a former actor and has been asso- 
ciated in the production of Broad- 
way shows. Schantzer is a young 
art film exhibitor from Coates- 
ville, Pa., and has operated the 
Fulton as a screen house since 
1957. He and Altobell have locally 
financed this strawhat venture as 
a limited partnership. 


The entry of the Fulton as a 
strawhat is expected to intensify 
competition among the several 
summer stock spots in this gen-| 
eral area, for both audiences and 
stars. Rival barns already estab- 
lished include the Gretna Play- 
house, at Mt. Gretna, Pa., about 
20 miles away; the Legion Star 


Playhouse, Ephrata, Pa., about 13 
miles from here, and considerably 
farther east, the Valley Forge and 
Brandywine showtents, respective- 
ly, at Devon and Concordville, Pa. 

The Scottish Rites Theatre, Har- 
risburg, which operated last sum- 
mer with a star policy, will be dark 
this year 


‘ ’ ° 
Lost Colony’ Reopening 
Greensboro, N. C., May 5. 

“The Lost Colony,” Paul Green’s 
outdoor drama of the first English 
colony in the new world, reopens 
June 27 for its 19th season at 
Waterside Theatre at Manteo, Ro- 
anoke Island 

Performances will be given 
nightly except Mondays, through 
Sept. 6. 


Singer Mary Costa 





of the News-Chroni- | 


producer. | 


for- 


a 
—- 


Signe Hasso to Costar 
In Tour of ‘Mary Stuart’ 


Signe Hasso, currently appearing 
jin Aldo De Benedetti’s “In the 
Final Moment,” at the Lilla Thea- 
|tre, Stockholm, will withdraw from 
ithe play around the middle of 
June. She intends taking a short 
, vacation prior to returning to New 
York for rehearsals of “Mary Stu- 
art,” in which she'll costar with 
Eva Le Gallienne. 

The John Reich adaptation of the 
Friedrich Schiller drama is sched- 
| uled to tour next season under the 
'management of the 
tional Theatre. It had a seven- 
week run last season at the Phoe- 
nix Theatre, N. Y., the parent com- 
pany of Phoenix National Theatre. 
Miss Le Gallienne costarred with 
Irene Worth in that presentation 


Equity Punishes 
2 Coast Members 


Hollywood, May 5. 

Actors Equity is clamping down 
on men “rs who violate the union's 
regulations. In line with the get- 
tough policy, two members have 
been penalized for working in a 
local production of “Kiss Me Kate” 
without an Equity-approved con- 
tract and after repeated warnings 
not to do so. The two, who received 
suspensions and fines, are actor- 
producer Rick Davis and actor Don 
Chambers. 

Davis was slapped with a $1,000 
fine and one-year suspension and 
Chambers was hit with a three- 
month suspension and fined the 
equivalent of two weeks’ salary on 
his next professional legit appear- 
ance. Although the suspension and 
fines apply directly only to areas 
in Equity’s jurisdiction, the union's 
West Coast represeniative, Fdd X 
| Russell, said Equity will call on its 
affiliate Four A’s unions. AGVA, 
AGMA and AFTRA, to upho!d the 
ban. 

The “Kate” production was pre- 
sented last December at the Music 
Box Theatre 





BILLY BARNES REVUE,’ 
H’WOOD TO OFF-B’WAY 


Hollywood, May 5 

The “Billy Barnes Revue,” which 
has been running at the Las 
Palmas Theatre here since last 
October, will move to the York 
Theatre, N.Y., late in May or early 
June. The Manhattan booking of 
the show was contingent on the 
run of “Come Play With Me.” 
which opened at the York last 
Thursday (30) and closed the fol- 
lowing Saturday (2) 

The quick fold of “Play” has 
prompted George Eckstein, pro- 
ducer of the “Barnes Revue.” to 
rush plans for the New York pres- 
entation. The local company will 
make the trek to New York, but 
the production will continue here 
with a new cast. 


New Group Has 1006 For 
Detroit-to-B way Shows 


Deiroit, May 5. 

The buildup of legit activity in 
Detroit through local production of 
Broadway-targeted plays is the goal 
of a new producing group 
The outfit, organized by William 
J. Cornell, Peter Prass and Shirley 
| Eder, intends doing its own shows, 
first trying them out at one of the 





here 


local theatres and then moving 
them to Broadway. 
The firm will begin operations 


with a $100,000 bankroll. Addi- 
tional financing for plays will be 
solicited at local backer auditions 
Cornell and Prass are partners in 
jthe publicity firm, which handles 
the Shubert and Riviera theatres, 
legit houses here, and the local 
Masonic Temple and United Ar- 
tists Theatre. They're also authors 
|}and producers of WWJ-TV's ‘“Po- 
|licewoman,” a live _ half-hour 
weekly series. 


| Miss Eder covers show business | 


on WJR’s “Composite” and is De- 
‘troit rep for “Monitor” radio series. 


Court Stymies Taft Mgt. 
On Shubert, New Haven 


New Haven, May 5. 
Efforts by the Taft Realty Corp., 
| which operates the Taft Hotel, to 
wrest control of the adjoining Shu- 


| bert Theatre from the Shubert-| 


| haven group that has had the legit 
{house for several years, have re- 
ceived another court setback. Un- 
der a recent decision by the State 
Supreme Court, the Shuberthaven 
interests retain control until Aug. 
21, 1962. 

Taft Realty’s suit claimed un- 
authorized extension of lease, as 
well as $156,000 in back rent and 
income from concessions, and 
neglect of the property. 


Thin Down ‘Mame 
For Stock Dates 


A special simplified version of 
“Auntie Mame,” eliminating many 
of the numerous set changes, has 
been prepared by playwrights Je- 
rome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee 
for stock productions of the 
comedy, which they adapted from 
Patrick Dennis’ novel of the same 
name. The péay, withheld from 
general stock release until re- 
cently, is being handled by Brandt 
& Brandt. The property is still not 
available for amateur production 

Meanwhile the comedy, produced 
on Broadway by Robert Fryer & 
Lawrence Carr, is shaping up as 
the second world-wide click for 
Lawrence and Lee, They've already 
received wide international repre- 
sentation through productions of 
their previous collaboration, “In- 
herit the Wind,” which has thus 
far been translated into 26 lang- 
uages. 

“Mame” is also getting a fiood 
of foreign productions. Beatrice 
Lillie, who took over the title role 
during the show’s final weeks on 
Broadway, continues to head the 
cast of the British company, which 
opened in London last September 
Shirl Conway, who toured the tent 
circuit in the comedy last summer, 
is repeating the lead assignment 
with the Australian troupe. 

The Norwegian edition, titled 
“Min Fantastiske Tante.” produced 
by Lars Schmidt, continues in Ber- 
gen and Oslo with Hendrik Ibsen's 
granddaughter, Lillebil Ibsen, as 
Mame. The Danish version in 
Copenhagen is considered one of 
the biggest foreign hits there in 
several seasons. Berthe Qvistgaard 
plays the title role in the transla- 
tion by Danish playwright Holger 
Bach 

A Spanish edition, starring Con- 
chita Lopez, opens in Madrid this 
month. French author and screen- 
writer, Jean de Baroncelli, is cur- 
rently working on a translation for 
Paris presentation next Septem- 
ber, with his aciress-wife, Sophie 
Desmarets, slated to star. 


3 for Paul Green 


Greensboro, N.C., May 5 
Paul Green has a new drama, 
“The Stephen Foster Story,” open- 
June 26 





Phoenix Na- | 





ing Ji in a new 1,225-seat 
amphitheatre in Bardstown, Ky., 
supposed locale of the late com- 


poser’s famous folksong, “My Old 
Kentucky Home.” 

The Pulitzer Prize playwright 
will also have two other outdoor 
shows this summer, “The Lost Col- 
ony,” at Manteo, N.C., and “The 
Confederacy,” at Virginia Beach, 
Va. : 





And That’s That 
Chicago, May 5 

Eleanor Roosevelt may be 
interested in tv, but doesn’t 
cr°ve an acting career. 

Following up a news item 
that Mrs. Roosevelt was look- 
ing for a television procram 
of her own, local, stock pro- 
ducer Carl Stohn wrote to the 
former First Lady, offering a 
generous salary for her ap- 
pearance in a two-week revival 
of “White Oaks,” in which 
Ethel Barrymore once starred 
on Broadway. 

The reply from her repre- 
sentative, Thomas L. Stix, fi- 


nally arrived last week. It 
reads, laconically: 
| “Mrs. Roosevelt has_ re- 


turned (from Tanganyika) and 

I have shown her your letter 

about acting at the Drury Lane 

Theatre in Chicago. Mrs. 
Roosevelt asked me to tell you 

| that she is not interested in 
acting.” 


Cultural Center Cost $35,000,000? 


Dowling Looms Dominant Figure 





‘J. B’ Wins Pulitzer Nod; 
3rd Time for MacLeish 


Archibald MacLeish’s “J.B.” 
copped the 1958 Pulitzer drama 
award last Monday (4). ine Alfred 
deLiagre Jr. production had pre- 
viously won the American Theatre 
Wing’s Antoinette Perry award and 
was tied for second place with 
“Sweet Bird of Youth” as the N.Y. 
Drama Critics Circle selection as 
the best American play. The win- 





| ner of the Circle award was “Raisin 
in the Sun.” 
| The prize for “J.B” was the 


third Pulitzer award won by Mac- 
Leish. The previous two, in the 
poetry category, were presented to 
him in 1933 for “Conquistador” and 
in 1953 for “Collected Poems 1917- 
1952.” The music prize this year 
was won by John La Montaine for 
his “Concerto for Piano and Or- 
chestra.” The drama and music 
awards are $500 each. 


Revive Hub Rep 
~ For Brecht Play 


Boston, May 5. 
Repertory Boston, Inc., which 
folded April 25 at a loss of about 
$100,000 after switching to a stock 
policy at the Wilbur Theatre, will 





present the English language 
preem of Bertolt Brecht’s ‘Pun- 
tila’’ next Tuesday (12) 


The outfit made a public press, 
tv and radio plea for a new bank- 
roll to continue. In the interim, 
director Stephen Aaron bowed out 
and Alex Horn took over as stager 
John Eyre and Dean Gitter, the 
other two managing directors, 

Aaron was a managing director) 
said they were encouraged by the 
nitial response to the appeal for 
funds. Further financial help is 
needed, they assert, so the sum of 
$50,000 can be realized. 

The English translation of ‘“Pun- 


tila’ is by Gerhard Nellhaus and 
Richard Grenier. The cast is head- 
ed by Ray Reinhardt and Anne 
Meara, and includes John Lasell, 
Helen England, Charles Lewsen 
John Hefferman, Ed Zang and 
Frances West 

3efore folding, Repertory had 


dropped its first two productions 
“Six Characters in Search of an 
Author” and “The Importance of 
Being Earnest” for a continuous 
run of its third play, “The Power 
and the Glory.” 


TORONTO LIKES TELE, 
NIXES OUTDOOR LEGIT 


Toronto, May 5. 

The likelihood of ruinous com- 
petition in the form of television 
has sialled the establishment of an 
outdoor theatre in Toronto for at 
least two years. In turning down a 
request from the Earle Grey Play- 
ers for a $50,000 al fresco play- 
house, the metropolitan parks com- 
mittee expressed the view that 
such an operation would be un- 
likely to succeed at th’s time, as 
too many people would prefer to 
stay home and watch tv 

The Piayers have been present- 
ing Shakespeare in the quadrangle 
of Trinity College here for the last 
15 years. The pitch to the commit- 
tee was made because the collece 
requires the campus for immediate 
residence facilities. 


Nouveau Monde Theatre 


To Visit USSR in 1960 


Ottawa, May 5. 

Montreal's Le Theatre du Nou- 
veau Monde will reportedly visit 
Russia next spring in a cultural 
exchange deal. The tour is under- 
stood to have been initiated by 
Nicholas Koudriatzeff, head of 
Canadian Concerts & Artists Ltd 
‘through the Soviet Embassy in 
Oitawa and in person in Moscow) 
simultaneously with negotiations to 
bring the Bolshoi Ballet to Canada. 

TNM appeared at the Paris Fes- 
tival last year and then presented 
its French language productions at 
the Phoenix Theatre, N. Y. 





Christine Orvis has been named 
executive assistant of the Canal 
| Fulton 


(O.) Summer Theatre, 


+ Washington, May 5. 
| With the proposed National Cul- 
| tural Center steadily becoming a 
more expensive project, the fund- 
raising campaign has been delayed 
until next winter. That was re- 
vealed last week at the White 
House by Robert W. Dowling, 
chairman of the advisory commit- 
tee. 

It will take until next winter 
to figure out what the NCC will 
cost, and to work out designs and 


production plans, Dowling ex- 
plained. It’s already clear, how- 
ever, that the project will cost 
more than the $15-$25 million 
originally estimated. 

According to Secretary of 
Health, Education & Welfare, 


Arthur S. Flemming, chairman of 
the board of trustees, the NCC will 
cost $25-$35 million. Dowling fig- 
ures the figure will run even 
higher, particularly since there's 
certain to be an endowment fund 
for a music school and other oper- 


|ational activities. However, he 
said he couldn't be specific yet 
about the amount which, under 


law, will have to be collected by 
September, 1963 

Meetings of both the board of 
Trustees and the Advisory Com- 
mittee were held last week, with 
Dowling participating in both. In- 
dications are that he may emerge 
as the dominant figure in the Cul- 
tural Center effort. This, despite 
fact that his Democratic party ac- 
tivity blocked his appointment 
originaliy by the. White House to 
the board of trustees. 

He was named to head the ad- 
visory group afler numerous pro- 
tests to President Eisenhower that 
politics should be divorced from 
natural culture. Dowling has sub- 
sequently become ex-officio 
trustee as chairman of advisory 
committee 

To get 
trustees 
Brown, 
sional] 


the ball roiling, the 
engared Tamblyn & 

of New York, a _ profes- 
money-ra f.rm, to give 
(Continued on page 61) 





Equity Sees Turndown 
Oa Unemoloyment Aid Bill; 
Want National System 


Indications are that unemp!oy- 
ment compensation changes pro- 
posed by representatives of Actors 
Fquity at a recent public hearing 
n Washington wi!l be omitted from 
a bill being drafted by the House 
Ways and Means Committee. The 
measure, which the union fears 
will fail to help theatrical per- 
formers, deals with increased un- 
employment compensation cover- 
i t will probably be ready for 
submission to Congress this week. 

Equity is seeking Federal legis- 
lation requiring all s ¢ to enter 
into reciprocal unemployment com- 
pensation agreements in addition 
to the establishmert of ‘tniform 
qualifications for unemployment 
compensation in all states. Eaui.y’s 
stand, as presented to the House 
Ways and Means Committee, is 
that the present lack of such meas- 
ures severely affects its members, 
since many ac ors are required to 
work in more than one state during 
the course of an average year 

As Fauity points ot, the vary- 
ing unempleyment ccmpensation 
laws may result in a total Ioss of 


age t 


tes 






benefiis to an ac or bec2use of the 
“inability or unwillingness of the 
Statcs to cooperate with each other 
in an equiteble way.” In making 
recommendations “thet would con- 
ceivably heln to remecy or at least 
alleviate this situation,” Equity 
also asserted that though the 
enactment of such Federal laws 
would not solve all the problems 
raised by divergent state laws, we 


feel that it would be an initial im- 
portant step in that direction.” 

The union intends pressing for 
the changes in other directions, 
principally in New Jersey, one of 
the states not having a reciprocal 
agreement. 


BTA Adds 3 Cities 
+ Broadway Theatre Alliance is 
organizing three more southern 
cities for touring legit shows next 
season Subscription campaigns 
under local charity sponsorship are 
being held in Savannah, Asheville 
and Montgomery. 

Each city will play four BTA 
touring shows touring the 1959-60 
season. 
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Marauis Milton Victor Spinetti 
Martin Laurence Naismith 
Gov. of Buenos Aires on Moody 
Senors Alan Thomes, Bryen O'Leary 
Croupier Lawrence Richardson 
Desperate Gentleman . Leighton Camden 
pe he-s Lorna Lee 
Lady Marys Tom Fletcher, Bryon 
O'Leary, Bernard Jamieson. 
Brian Scott 
Roy Pattison 
Vernon Rees 
Hele 


Chief of Police 
Extortionist 
Dancers 


Dorethy Buttery, 


en Fox 
Maretta Grace, Patricia Hawkes, Vivienne | family 


Hetzel, Derina House, Ross Howard, Ber- 
nard Jamieson. Brien Seott. Tommy Shaw, 
Rudi Szigeti, Gerdon Wales. 


A team of topnotch talent, bris- 


| 


some detail, the events leading up 
to the execution in 1599 of the 
Cenci family in Rome. Last seen 
in London in 1926, this chronicle 
of lust, evil and sadism marks the 
Old Vic debut of Hugh Griffith as 
Count Cenci. 

Cenci, a depraved, aging noble- 
;}man, has for years subjected his 
to the most horrible in- 
dignities. His incestuous desire for 
his beautiful daughter leads to his 
downfall. After she has been 
raped, she conspires with her 


tling with enthusiastic ideas. could | brother and stepmother in hiring 


hardly fail to make ‘ 
interesting theatrical 
Based on Voltaire’s famous satire, 
this unlikely “musical” 
which had a very 
wav run, has been re-shaped for 
British 
to fare better in-the West End. 

It has teo meny corflicting styles 
and shapes to he thoroughly satis- 
factory, howev>r. The satire has 
been blunted in Lillian Hellman’s 
book, vet enough of Voltaire’s 
witty, wise evnicism remains 
make “Candide” a welcome, eredit- 
able stab at an adult musie>l. 

Briefly re-canping, “Candide” is 
the story of a vouns man whirled 


around the world and finding des- | W 


modest Broad- | 


consumption and is likely | 


to | 


perate evidence that his optimistic | 


professor’s philecophy that “all's 
well in the best of all possible 
worlds” is horribly. hideously un- | 
true Briskly and skilfully di- 
rected by Robert Levis, this for- 
mat offers nienty of opportunity 
for the stylish sects and costumes 


designed by Osbert Lancaster. 

The show moves at 
pace. What lets it down is Miss 
Hellman’s over-sentimental book, 


an agreeable | 


which occasionally lavses into con- | 


ventional musicomedy mush. Vol- 
taire’s shrewd s'.afts are brought 
in with the glib slickness of a well- 
paid tv gag-writer’s gift to a wise- 
cracking comedian. 

Leonard Bernstein's music is sly- 
ly witty and tuneful, 
with lyrics by Richard Wilbur, 


but the songs, | 


abetted by John Latouche and Dor- | 


othy Parker, not 
memorable excent fcr the opening 
ditty. “The Best Of All Possible 
Worlds,” 
a wicked little gold-di 


are 


1od 
S55 


svecially | 


| 


and “Glitter and Be Gay,” | 
ing number | 


put over by Mary Costa with bril- | 
liantly slv innverdo. 
The audience’s enjoyment of 


“Candide” springs considerably 


from the sp'rited enthusiasm with | 
which a polishea cast approaches | 


its chore. Miss Costa, blonde and 


‘Candide” an | two assassins to murder the Count 
experience. One of them is caught and put on 


\the rack until he admits who em- 


material | ployed him. Then the Papal prose- 


cuting counsel has 
tortured until they confess. The 
corrupt Pope turns down their 
plea for mercy and, following a 
lingering and harrowing prison 
scene, the three go to their death 

Even the rack scene is shown on- 
stage, hardly providing cheerful 
entertainment, and only occasion- 
ally does Shelley’s poetry provide 
some compensation. Nevertheless, 
this gruesome piece offers op- 
portunities for several flamboyant 
performances. Criffith's melodious 
elsu voice makes full use of 
Shelley’s verse but the actor fails 
to show the core of evil that made 
the crazy Count one of the most 
decadent men of his age . 


Barbara Jefford, an actress with 
a rare, cool beauty, gives an out- 
standing performance as the 
persecuted Beatrice. There is spirit 
as she revolts against her father’s 
excesses, cunning as she plans the 
murder and moving pathos in the 
death scenes at the end. Veronica 
Turleigh is adequate in the colour- 
less role of the stepmother and 
Norman Scace as a_ vindictive 
prosecutor, and John Phillips as 
the conspiring priest are splendidiy 
cast. 

“The Cenci” has been hailed as 
a masterpiece. Veering as it does 
between near-tragedy, Grand Guig- 
nol, and melodrama and with 
verse that sometimes is beautiful 
to the ear and at others is almost 
mundane it is scarcely great 
drama. Nevertheless, it is worth 
seeing as a museum piece. Michael 
Benthall’s direction is a no-holds- 
barred piece of work and the cos- 
tumes and decor of Leslie Hurry 
are rich, vivid and imaginative, 
and skillfully lit. Rich. 


the plotters 


bubbly, makes a splendid heroine. - 
She trails Cunegonde’s  shop- Mr. Fox of Venice 
soiled virtue throuch the action London, April 16. 
with humer and an cecasional| _linnk & Duntce presentation of tase 
touch of pathos, and sings delight- | Knott, based on the novel. “The Evil cf 
fully | the Day,” by Thomas Sterling. Staged by 
Dennis Quillcy is stalwart and | Bemis Carey: ,decor, “Hutchinson, Scott 
handsome in the rather less meaty | Jeremy Brett. Opened April 15, ’39, at 


title role, and Lourence Naismith | ~~. Theatre, wee go 
doubles excellently as the bene- | William MacF ly Jeremy Brett 
volent, rubicurd optimistic Dr. Massimo Andress Malandrinos 

‘ S » » | Mai yllis Partridge 
Pangloss and as Martin, the surly Footmen Kenneth McClellan, Alan Penn 
— t f | Sir Henry Newten Buick 

dith Coates, a fugitive to a pop | Anson Sims | arl Bernar 
musical from Convent Garden| Theodora Sheridan —— 
Opera House, not only sings ad- | Medical Orderlies ao Alan Pann. 
mirably but shows an unexpected | ; enneth McClellan 
sense of comedy as Miss Costa’s | Nareseiatie a 
dubious companion. Among the! 4 sumptuous set, a notable cast 


many other roles neatly portrayed | 
of Ron Moody's amorous | 


Is that 
Governor of Bueros Aires. 

Jack Cole’s choreograpliy is in- 
terpreted in lively fashion by the | 


chorus and, in fact, the main regret | by 


about this show is that it moves 
into pantomime, comic opera, farce 
and musicomedy too hewilderingly. 
As a musical show it has an off- 
beat fascination; as an interpreta- 
tion of Voltaire it falls consider- 
ably short of what might have been 
anticiputed. Rich. 





Abel Enklewitz and Vincent 
Cerow, operators of the Playhouse 


Theatre, N.Y., are planning a 
Broadway production next season 
. — Mullee*® “Like Won- 
erful.” 


and a highly involved contrived 
play just about sums up “Mr. Fox 
of Venice,” which Frederick Knott 
boy adapted from a novel inspired 

y “Volpone.” The show has little 
prospect of survival. 

Peter Rogers. who has become 
one of the leading Shakespearian 
actors and has played several sea- 
sons at the Old Vic, is surprisingly 
cast as the eccentric millionaire 
who feigns a critical illness and 
surrounds himself with his friends. | 
The story is an involved romp 
which makes little sense dramati-| 
cally, has occasional laughs, and 
presently becomes tedious. 

First-class talent is frittered | 
away on this lame effort. Rogers | 
| works hard, but the subject is too 
slim to give him a real chance. In 





ailing hes t to health. In the mon- 
signor’s rediscovery of the simple 
elements of faith, and in his ulti- 
mate conflict with higher 
authority which demands that fact 
be set ahead of miracle, the play 
casts the seeds of its drama. 

The peasants who see 
hopes for rain-seeking 


American author Franz Spencer 
has written a cleverly construct al, 
unusual and “impertinent” play in 
“Villa of Madame Vidac.” Ap- 
parently because of its unorthodox 
quality, it was turned down by the 
leading Vienna theatres, but has 
become a success and the talk of 
the legit public as presented in 
Parkring, a cellar house. 

The drama involves an escaped 
insame asylum patient who opens 


their 


spell out the arguments for faith 
or non-belief. Some of the author's 
philosophy may be gleaned from 


a villa where he changes wives) jines such as these spoken by peas- 
after every business deal, the ex- ants and priests J 

spouse becoming a maid who ‘There are two paths of life. 
serves a suicide drink to anyone The one we call! reality we choose 
who wants it. It’s a curiously effec-| because it is easier And: “The 
tive blend of tragedy and comedy. world doesn’t want truth, it wants 









Herbert Kersten is excellent as blood.’ 
the fugitive patient and Henriette This is Miranda's first effort to 
Alsen, Gerti Rathner and Susanne be shown in New York, and it 
Polsterer are talented as succes-| leads to comparisons with Graham 
sive wives. Hans Christian im- Greene’s “Power and the Glory” 
presses as a guest who wants to shown a few blocks away at the 
end his life, but changes his mind. Phoenix earlier this season In 
Maas. both, priests are cast in the cen- 
tral roles, and in the end, the 
peasants rely on them for salva- 
Margo Jones and Maple ten 
But where “Glory” provided a 
. fussilade of activity, the present 
| Theatres Merge, Dallas; play stirs to dramatic heights only 
. occasionally. In between there is 
Will Use Latter House too much desultory conversation 
Dallas. Mav too mu he homey philosophy and 
The Margo Jones Theatre, which | U2%0rtun ately a conv ontions por- 
has been overating since 1947 in a ae oe ene oa 
opts Mae ncaa ai Pea doctor who s slumped into ee s 
the old Gulf Gil Building in State backwater but is still articul: 
Fair Park here, will merge with over a glass of whiskey. 
new Maple Theatre and occupy the Tonio Selwart plays the mon- 
latter’s quarters next season. The signor in a forceful if somewhat 
Maple was converted this spring continental fashion, but succeeds 
from a film house to a legiter by in making him a sympathetic char- 
Edmund G. Peterson. a local build-| acter before he meets his demise. 
ing contractor ard theatre execu-' His murderer, a burly Negro 
tive laborer named Bene, is an impos- 
In making the move, the stock ing figure as played by Stanley 
rent 1] { i aa Greene. The remainder of the 
venture will switch from arena to cast. manv of Spanish origins 
or ge soggy ee ~y ee sng lend an authentic air to the action 
me z : ¥ a The design is ingenious through- 
seating capacity from 198 to 414 out in this i-arena setting. A 
Under an agreement worked out ccereen masking an interior house 
by trustees of the Margo Jones’ set slides easily aside when the 
theatre and Peterson, the assets of e-tion meves from the hot village 
the two overatiors will be united. street, and the wind, as noted 
and the name and policies of the’ moves perceptibly through the 
Margo Jones Theatre will be re- trees and a clothesline to the rear 
tained of stage center. But the people 
Peterson has been elected to the! never seem to notice it, and the 
Margo Jones board as executive | Playwright rarely puts words into 
administrator, a newly-created) their mouths to stir the audience 
post. DeWitt Ray, a banker, is similarly. Nedi. 
president cf the stock venture’s Crea 


board of trustees. Both the Margo| Single Man at a Party 


church | 


religious | 
procession raised and then dashed, | 


who plays a friend, gives the play 
its only professional appearance. 
When the third act curtain falls 
Miss Warrick is alone on the stage, 
troubled but radiant and beautiful 
in a silk hostess gown. For that 
moment, at least, the playwright 
has something. 


Otherwise, “Single Man” rings 
as_untrue as the chimes in_ its 
Village apartment. Nedi. 





Come Play With Me 
Michael Davis, Helen Bonfils & Haila 
Stoddard presentation of two-act musical 


comedy, based on “Voulez Vous Jouez 
Avec Moi?” by Marcel Achard; adapted 
by Miss Stoddard and Tamara Geva; 
musie and lyrics by Dana Suesse. Staging, 
George L. Sherman; choreography, Ray 
| Harrison; sets and lighting. Feder; musi- 
cal direction and orchestrations. John 
Lesko; men’s costumes, Ramse Stevens. 
Opened April 30, ‘5¥, at the York Thea- 
tre. N.Y.; $4.60 top 

Cast: Stars Tom Poston, Philip Burns, 
Donald Moffat, Liliane Montevecchi; in- 
cludes Tony Ballen, Oldyna Dynowska, 
Mary Elien Jackson, Gracia Littauer, 
Sarah Reed, Jeanne Thomas, Bill Earl, 
Fred Herko 

Two circus clowns appear on- 
Stage at the outset of “Come Play 
With Me,” and one, suffering from 
unrequited love, sings “My Heart 
s Like a Mournful Note.” He 
thereby strikes the theme for the 
evening, for though the locale is a 
circus, the p'ay tends to be a 
three-ring bore 

A long list of talented names 
had a hand in the preparation of 
this dreary two-acter, including 
Tamara Geva and Haila Stoddard, 
who adapted the French play by 
Marcel Achard. ‘As “Voulez-Vous 
Jouez Avec Moi?” it is reputed to 
have been a hil ip France.) Dana 
Suesse is responsible for the 
music and lyrics, but some of her 
tunes stir strange reminiscences, 
one having eight bars that sound 
as if they shculd lead to “Tender 


| > and 1 . : Frank B. Haderer presentation (in asso- 
| Jones and M iple theatres end their ciation with Scotti d’Arcy) of three-act 
| current seasons in May. The open-! (five scenes) drama by Richard Kayne 
kine hil f the fz = 4 Staging, Peter Flournoy; settings. John 
ring bill of the fall season will be | ores eet eg Min Opened ‘April 21. 
the Ford Foundation grant play,| ’59. at the Theatre Marquee, N.¥.; $4.60 
sa Ihvsicien - -F “tate > Ken. top. 
a Ph = for Fools, by Ken Cast: Stars Ruth Warrick, Ron McNeil; 
neth Camercn features Jo Huri, Don de Leo, Charles 
Guest directors will be engaged Campbell, Blenche Collins, Atwood Leven- 
. 2 saler, Jane Chambers 
for next season, each to stage three | ae 
productions As previously re- When a young actor wearing 
ported, Aaron Frankel, managing | tuxedo and cowboy boots, reels 
director of the Margo Jones spot,| drunkenly into an actress’ Green- 
resigned effective last Sunday (3) wich Village apartment, flops into 
after an initial 26-week season.| a chaise lounge and asks “Do you 
The season at the theatre-in-the-| mind if I move into your life?” it’s | 
round also ended then with the! even money there's trouble ahead | 
current show. “Triangle,” a triple- | for the audience at “Single Man at 
bill comprising “The Browning @ Party.” 
Version.” “Overruled” and “The It doesn’t take long to collect on 


that bet. Before the end of the 
first act there appear some of the 
rarest misfits since man first «ried 


Tridget of Greva.” 
The Maple Theatre is scheduled 


to wind up in mid-May with its putting square pegs into round 
current entry, an original revue,! holes. The clothes are dazzling, 
Take Me To Your Leader.” It/the dialog is dull, and the prob- 
opened in February with “The| lems would keep a potful of 
| Boy Friend.” The house, located! psychiatrists busy into eternity. 
|on residential Maple Avenue, is Playwright Richard Kayne 
situated on four acres, valued at! started with an idea that might 


have grown into a play if it hadn’t 
been drowned in its diffuseness. 
He has his heroine, an aging but 
still beautiful actress essaying a 
| comeback in the fast company of 
New York. And the hero, for all 
his surliness, might have been a 
| fair picture of a young screen 
€| figure, on the edge of stardom. In 
the way these people use each 
other to attain their ends there is 
possibility of a play. 


|} over $380,000. Peterson acquired | 
| the suburban property last winter 
for erection of Fleetwood Square, 
a new building products trade mart, 
|and retained the theatre building 
as an avocational interest. A park- 
ing ARCA for playgoers adjoins 
| the house, which also has extensiv 
backstage facilities. 

who died in 1955, 
planned a prosce- 


| Miss Jones, 


| had originally 
nium operation. 


But it develops that the actress’ 





Trap” and another being not ovite 
“Mamzelle.” 

The assets include elaborate 
circus costuming and a handsome 


chorus. Donald Moffat and Philip 
Burns, as the clowns, provide 
diverting moments, too, but the 
adapters’ idea of a really good gag 
is to have Tom Poston, as a 
fledgling clown, kicked in the 


pants every time he comes onstage, 
Except for that, Poston is wasted, 
spending most of his time moon- 
ing over Liliane Montevecchi, the 
circus ballerina, and singing some 
sticky lyrics about her. 

Moffat has some fun a couple 
of times improvising, with chalk 
and blackboard. pictures of cats 
and people while giving a mathe- 
matics lecture. His duet with 
Montevecchi, despite its ‘‘Tender 
Trap” beginnings, is a highspot of 
the show 

Miss Montevecchi, a _ delicious 
Parisienne brunette, is the best 
scenery the play has to offer. She 
glides swanlike across stage for 
even the simplest of entrances. 
Without her there would have been 


virtual'y no reason to look at or 
listen to what goes on. 
Nedi. 
(Closed last Saturday (2) after 


four performances. ) 





Season cf Choice 

Charles Bowden, Richard Barr & H. 
Ridgley Bullock Jr. presentation of three- 
act (six scenes) drama, by Nathaniel 
Banks. Staging, Charles Bowden; setting 
and lightine, Will Steven Armstrong. 
Opened April 1%. ‘59, at the Barbizon- 
Pleza Theatre, N.Y 

Cast: Stars Betsy von Furstenberg, 
Douglas Watson: features John M-rriott, 
Ethel Smith; also includes Dorrit Kelton, 
Leo Lucker. Mary Alice Bayh, Collin 
Wilcox, Keir Dullea, John Karlen. 


The folly of marrying beneath 
(or above, for that matter) one's 
station is apparently the theme of 
this handsomely produced but trite 
and hollow drama about a southern 
town. The inevitable comparison 
with Tennessee Williams is a pretty 
shattering test for “Season of 
Choice” and its author, Nathaniel 
Banks. 

The play involves an overly gen- 

(Continued on page 61) 
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Road Loses 3 Plays This Week; 
Biz Big for 4 Tuners & ‘Seesaw’ 


The seasonal exodous of road 


shows gets underway at the end 
of this week with the bowout of 
“Girls in 509,” “Look Back in 
Anger” and “Warm Peninsula.” 





Alex Cohen Reps Ford’s 


Alexander H. Cohen has added 
|the Ford’s Theatre, Baltimore, to 


Business was drab last week for) the string of out-of-town houses 
practically all the straight plays, |for which he’s New York repre- 


except “Two for the Seesaw,” 
which split the stanza between 
Kansas City and Denver. 

Receipts held strong for the} 
four powerhouse musicals, ‘Bells 
Are Ringing.” “Gypsy,” ‘Music 
Man” and “My Fair Lady.” 


Estimates for Last Week 

Parenthetic designations for out- 
of-town shows are the same as for 
Broadway, except that hyphenated 
T with show classification indicates 
tryout and RS indicates road show. 
Also, prices on touring shows in- 
clude 10% Federal Tax and local 
tar, if any, but as on Broadway 
grosses are net; i.e. exclusive of 
taxes. Engagements are for single 
week unless otherwise noted. 

CHICAGO 

Dark at the Top of the im 
Erlanger (D-RS) (4th wk) 4.50- 
$5; 1.323; $37,000). 
Previous week, $24,300 with Guild 
subscription. 

Garden District, Civic 
(4th wk) ($4.50-$5.50; 910; 
(Cathleen Nesbitt. Diana Barry- 
more Almost $11,100. Previous 
week, $14.000. 

Music Man, Shubert (MC-RS) 
(12th wk) ($5.50-$6.60; 2.100; $71,- 
458). Over $67,800; Previous week, 
$69,800. 


(D-RS) 


CINCINNATI 
My Fair Lady, Taft (MC-RS) (2d 


wk) ($6; 2,500: $83,700) (Michael 
Evans, Diane Todd). Over $83,700. 


Previous week, $83,500 


LOS ANGELES / 
Bells Are Ringing, Philharmonic 








| 


contract | 
operation 


sentative. His three-year 
| with the Baltimore 
| started last Friday (1). 
Cohen’s office also represents 
William Goldman's New Locust and 
Erlanger theatres in Philadelphia, 
and the O'Keefe Centre, Toronto, 
the latter due for completion a 
year hence. 


London ‘Mame’ Will Fold 
May 30; Had Rocky Time 
In Front and Backstage 


London, May 5. 
production of 
which has had a 





The London 
“Auntie Mame,” 


| rough course since its opening last 


$26,000) | 


Aud. (MC-RS) (2d wk) ($5.75-$6.50; 
2.670: $77.700) ‘Judy Holliday). 
Almost $77,800 with Civie Light | 
Opera subscription. Previous week, | 


$76.400 on subscription. 





PHILADELPHIA 
Gypsy, Shubert (MC-T) (3d wk) 
($6-$7.50; 1,884; $68,000) (Ethei 
Merman). Believed to be Philly 


record at $66,305 with Guild sub- 
scription. Previous week, $65,900 
on subscription. 





SAN FRANCISCO 


September, will fold May 30 at the 


Over 523 200. | Adelphi Theatre. As with various | 


other incidents connected with the 


show, the decision to close has 
kicked up a dispute. 
David Pelham, the U.S. producer 


of the comedy, expressed surprise 
at the notice of the closing, which 
was posted by Jack Hylton, who 
operates the theatre. Both Pelham 
and the manager of Beatrice Lillie, 
star of the show, argued that they 
should have been consulted before 
the decision to fold was announced. 

According to a member of Hyl- 


ton’s staff, Miss Lillie’s contract 
expires May 30, and it would be 
unthinkable to try to continue 
without her. “Mame” was generally 


panned by the critics, but has had 
favorable audience reaction, and 
Miss Lillie’s boxoffice draw is 
largely credited with the profitable 
boxoffice pace. 

An adverse business factor was 
the recent opening of the fiim ver- 
sion of the Patrick Dennis-Jerome 
Lawrence-Robert E. Lee comedy, 
starring Rosalind Russell. More 
recently, there was reportedly a 


backstage situation involving fric- | 
tion between Miss Lillie and Flor- 


ence Desmond, top featured as the 


| heroine’s tippling actress-friend 


| Miss Desmond, 


fired 
allegation 


The management finally 
on the 


Li'l Abner, Curran (MC-RS, + that she took a West Indies vaca- 


Ist wk) ($5.50-$6; 
Opened —_ 27 a 
notic (Mor- | 
ll Hall, 
negative 
about 


truck 
$56,000). 
inconclusive 
Hodel, 
and one 
Chronicle); 


and- 
58: 
thoes 
ton, Examiner; 
Call-Bulletin) 
(Knickerbocker, 





5 | 


| recently 
| Royal Theatre, Windsor, 


$33.000. Previous week, $25,300 | 
for six-performance split. 

Look Back in Anger, Geary (D- 
RS) (2d wk) ($4.30-$4.85; 1,550; 
$42,000 Donald Harron, Pippa 
Scott). Almost $14,600 with Guild 
subscription. Previous week, $14,- 
100 on subscription; folds this 
week 

Not in the Book, Alcazar (C-T) | 
(4th wk) ($4.30; 1,147; $31,929) (Ed- 
ward Everett Horton, Reginald 
Owen About $9,000. Previous 
week, $12,000. 

TORONTO 


Werm Peninsula, Royal Alex- 
andra (CD-T) ($4.40-$5; 1,525; $38,- 
760) ‘Julie Harris). Nearly $17,- 
700. Previous week, $16,300 at the 





Warren, Atlantic City; folds this | 
week 
SPLIT WEEKS 
Girls in 509 (‘(C-RS) (Peggy 
Wood, Imogene Coca). Langued 


$16,200 for six performances, 
follows: Auditorium, Louisville, 
Monday-Wednesday (27-29), four, 
$9.200 with Guild subscription; 
Paramount, Toledo, Friday-Satur- 
day (1-2), two, $7,000. Previous 
week, $17,400 with Guild subscrip- 
tion at the Pabst, Milwaukee; folds 
this week. 

Two for the Seesaw (CD-RS) 
(Ruth Roman, Jeffrey Lynn). 
Totalled $36,200 for seven per- 
formances. as follows: Music Hall, 
Kansas City, Monday - Tuesday 
(27-28), three; Auditorium, Denver, 
Thursday -Saturday (30-2), four. 
Previous week, $30,500 with Guild 
subscription at the State, Minne- 
apolis. 


Scheduled B’way Frome 


(Theatre Set) 
Nervous Set, Miller’s (- ~ 59). 
Gypsy, Broadway (5-21-5 
Much Ado, Lunt-Fo + mong * (9-17-59). 
Gang’s All Here, Ambassador (9-24-59). 
Warm Peninsula, Hayes (10-22-59). 
Silent Night, Morosco (12-2-59). 








tion without notice. Joan Peart, 
understudy, has been playing the 
part, with Elsie Randolph set to 


take over permanently 


Miss Randolph has not entirely 
recovered from an illness, so Miss 
Peart will presumably finish out 
engagement. 

Booked next for the Adelphi 


Theatre is Hylton’s own production 
of “The French Mistress,” written 
by and starring Sonnie Hale. It 
played a tryout at the 
and is due 
June 4 at the Adelphi. 





Touring Shows 


(May 3-17) 
Bells Are Ringing (Judy 
Philharmonic Aud., L A (4-16) 


Dark at the Top of the Stsirs—State 
Mpls. (4-9); Pabst, Milwaukee (1! 

Garden District (Cathleen Nesbitt Dis 
Barrymore)—Civiec, Chi (4-16) 

Girts in 509 (Peggy Wood, Imogene 
Coca)—Nixon, Pitt. (4-9, closes) | 
Gypsy (tryout) (Ethel Merman)—Shu- 
bert, A ag “ 16) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
April 15, | 
ain Abner ‘(bus-and-truck)—Curran, SF. | 


Look Back in Anger (Donald Harron, 
| Pippa Scott)—Geary, S.F. (4-9. closes) 
Music Man (2d Co.)—Shubert, Chi (4-16). 
My Fair Lady (2d Co.) (Michael Evans, 
I 


Diane Todd)— Kiel Aud., St. (4-16). 

Not in the Book (tryout) (Edward 
Everett Horton, Reginald Owen)—Ritz, 
aie 16) (Reviewed in VARIETY, Jan 

. ) 

Once More With Feeling (Coast Co.) | 
(Fernando Lamas, Marjor‘e Lord)—Lo- | 
=e, , Santa Barbara (7-9); Hartford, L.A. | 

Two for the Seesaw (2d Co.) (Ruth 
Roman, Jeffrey Lynn)—Biltmore, L.A. 
(5-16). 

Warm Peninsula Gryout) (Julie Harris) 
—Proctor’s, Schenect: (4); Stanley, 
Utica (5..°; Aud., Rochester (7-9, lays off 
until next fall) (Reviewed in VARIETY, 
Nov. 5, °58). ba 

Stock Bills 
(May 4-May 17) 

Alley Theatre, Houston—-“‘Orpheus 
Descending” (7-17). 

Arena Stage, 


Washington—“Epitaph 
for George Dillon” (5-1 
Bucks Lee New Hope. Pa.—“Tunnel 
of Love” (4-16). 


Dailey’s Mecdowbrack, Cedar Grove, 
N.J.—“Guys and Dolls” (4-10), “Call Me 
Madame” (12-17). 

Fred Mitler, Milweukee , Seven Year 
= * (Gene Raymond) (4-'6 

Jersev, Ft. Lee, Ni— ‘Piece of 
Blue’ a (Shelly Winters) (5 17) 
Mill, Milburn, N.J.—“Fanny” 
aioe” “Bells Are Ringing” (12 1D. 


However, | 


| 
Holliday)— 


USSR WILL SEE ‘LADY,’ 
BUT PIRATED VERSION 


Alan Jay Lerner and Frederick 
Loewe, the writers of “My Fair | 
Lady,” and the show's director, 
| Moss Hart, in his capacity as presi- 
| dent of the Authors League of 
| America, have protested the sched- 
uled pirating of the musical in 
| Russia. Letters expressing oe . 
tion to the Soviet Ambassador i 
| Washington, Mikhail Menshikov, as 
| well as to the Soviet Consul-Gen- 
eral in New York and Lincoln 
| White, the U.S. State Dept. press 





chief, were released last week by | 


Lerner. The N. Y. Times reported 
yesterday (Tues.) from Moscow | 
that the Russians intend going 


ahead with the “Lady” project. 

The Soviet production plans 
/came to light when Victor Louis, 
a seemingly naive Moscow transla- 
| torlibrettist-lyricist, wrote the 
Lerner - Loewe office requesting 
copies of the complete musical 
score to “Lady” for use in pro- 
ductions of the show in Sverdlovsk 
and Kiev next season. In his letter, 
Louis«revealed he already had 
some material on the show and that 
he would get royalties for his 


translation, but not for the music. | 


Louis also asserted that Lerner 
and Loewe would get no “material 
advantage” since there is no recip- 
rocal agreement between America 


and the USSR covering copyright | 


material. From a “purely artistic | 
point-of-view,” however, Louis 4 
pealed to the “sympathy and un 


derstanding” of Lerner and Loewe 
to help him obtain the orchestral 
score. 

Lerner wrote Louis denying per- 
mission for any Russian production 
of “Lady” 
tion of protesting to the Soviet 
authorities here and in Washington 
and to the State Dept. 


Off-Broadway Shows 


(Figures denote opening dates) 
NEW YORK 





And the Wind Biows, St Mark’s 
(4-28-59). 
Boy. Friend, Cherry Lane (1-25-58) 


Clearing in the Woods. Sherids«n Square 
(2-12-59); closes next Sunday (10). 

Crucible, Martinique (3-11-58 

Enemy of the People, ae ors 
house (2-4-59) 

Family Portrait, 7 Arts (5-5-59) 

innocents, Gramercy Arts (4-20-59) 

Many Loves, Living Theatre (1-13-59) 

Mark Twain Tonight, 4ist St. (4-6-59) 

Oedipus Rex, Carnegie (4-29-59) 

Our Town, Circle in Sauare (3-23-59) 

Redemptor, Cricket (5-4-59) 

Royal Gambit, Sulliven St. 3-4-59) 

Single Man at a Party, Theatre Marquee 
(4-21-59). 

Threepenny Opera, de Lys (9-20-55) 

Tis Pity She’s a Whore, Players (12-5-59) 

Weitz of the Toreadors, Jan Hus (4-6-59) 

Widowers’ Houses, Downtown (3-2-59) 

SCHEDULED OPENINGS 

Once Upon a Mattress. Phoenix (5-11-59) 

Chic, Orpheum (5-13-59). 

Lysistrata, E. 74th St. (5-19-59) 

Fallout, Renata (5-20-59) 

Leave it to Jane, She ridan Sq. (5-25-59 

Shay Repertory, Provincetown (5-26-59). 

On Borrowed Time. P!>vers (wk. 6-1-59) 

CLOSED 

Come Play With Me, York 
closed last Saturday (2) 

Heloise, Gate (9-24-58); 
day (3). 

Well of Saints, Gate (4-10-59); 
series of afternoon and Monday 
performances only last Wednesday 


Play 


(4-30-59); 
closed last Sun 
closed 


evening 
(29) 





LOS ANGELES 
Billy Barnes Revue, | mas (10-13-58) 
Bive Denim, Plavers Ring (12-26-58) 
| Boy Friend, Ivar (2-16-59) 


2s Pa 


Compulsion, Omnibus ()-10-59) 
Circie of Wheels, Horfon (3-6-59). 
Fair Game, LaGrand (4-23-59) 
Green Bay Tree, Hollywood (4-17-59) 
Good Night Ladies, Musir x (4-15-59) 
Late Love, Callborrd (4-17-59) 
No Time Sergeanis, 
(4-17-59). 
Rose Tattoo, Valley (4-21-59) 
Silver Whistle, Centre (4-25-59) 
Who Wes That Lady, Players Ring Gal 
lery (4-13-59) 
SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
| ogee Fellow, Stage Society (5-6 
Be An Angel, Civic (5-11-59). 
Shrike, Horseshoe (5-16-59). 


for Pasadena 


59 





| London Shows 


(Figures denote ovening dates) 





Auntie Mame, Adelphi (9-10-58). 

Blue Magic Revue, We ales (2-19-59). 
Candide, Saville (4-30-59 

Clown Jewels, Vic. Palace (3-5-59). 

Day in Life Of, Sevoy (10-1-58). 

gt I in Shade, Globe (1-8-59). 

Five Finger Exercise, Comedy (7-16-58) 
| Fool's Paradise, Apollo (4-1-59). 

| Ghosts, Princes (4-6-59 

| Gilt, Gingerbread, ~~ York’ . (4-17-59). 
Grass Is Greener, St. Mart. (12-2-58). 

| 


How Say You, Aldwych, (4- 25 59). 

Irma La Douce, Lyric (7-17-58). 

Living for Plezsure, Garrick (7-10-58). 

Long, Short, Tali, New (1-7-59). 

Repertory, Old Vic (9-17-58) 

Mousetrap, Ambassadors (11-25-52). 

My Fair Lady, Drury Lane (4-30-58). 

Not in the Book, Criterion (4-2-58) 

Pleasure His Co.. Haymarket (4-23-59). 

Roar Like a Dove, Phoenix (9-25-57). 

Salad Days, Vaudeville (8-5-54) 

Simple Spyman, Whiteh-!! (3-19-58). 

Swedish Co., Princes (5-4-59) 

Taste of Honey, Wyndham’s ‘2. 10-59). 

Unexpected Guest, Duchess (8-12-58). 
est Side Story, Majesty's (12-12-58). 

Wolf’s Clothing, Strand (3-17-59). 


SCHEDULED OPENINGS 
World Paul Slickey, Palace (5-5-59) 
Let ‘Em Eat Cake, Cambridge (5-6-59). 
Orpheus Descending, Royal Ct. (5-14-59). 
Ulysses In Nighttown, Arts (5-19-59). 


OSED 
Forimne (1-24-57). 
Fox, Piccadilly (4-15-59). 


cL 
At Drop of Hat. 
Mr. 





and declared his inten- | 


Bway Continues Spring Downbeat, 
But Destry, Drum’ Set House Marks: 


Poet’ $16,100: 


Broadway toppled again last 
week, with receipts dropping sub- | 
week, with only a few shows re- 
versing the downtrend. The 
weekend was off. A number of 
shows that played to exceptionally 
poor business are apparently hang- 
ing on in anticipation of a b.o. 
spurt, 
tinue for more than a few weeks. 

The situation was still rosey for 
the more solid entries, however, 
with “Destry Rides Again” and 
“Flower Drum Song” 
house records. The sellouts and 
virtual capacity offerings also in-| 
cluded ‘‘La Plume de Ma Tante,” 
“Majority of One,” “Marriage-Go- | 
Round,” “Music Man,” “My Fair 
Lady,” “Raisin in the Sun,” “Red- 
head” 
Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op-| 


eretta), Rep (Repertory), DR (Dra- | 887) (Helen 


|; matic Reading). 

| Other parenthetic 
refer, respectively, to we 
wumber of performances 
last Saturday, top prices 


»*ks played, | 
through | 
(where | 


establishing | 


| 


but it’s unlikely they'll con- | 


| 


and “Sweet Bird of Youth.” | 
| 963) 


| Previous week, $61.800 with 


Disenchanted’ 166 


569) (Sidney Poitier). Over $42,100. 
Previous week, $41,800. 

Rashomon, Music Box (D) (14th 
wk; 111 p) ($6.90-$7.50: 1,010; $38,- 
500) (Claire Bloom, Rod Steiger, 
Oscar Homolka, Akim Tamiroff), 
— $21,400. Previous week, $22,- 
700. 

Redhead. 46th St. (MD) (13th wk; 
| 100 p) ($9.20; 1.297: $62,410) (Gwen 
Verdon). Over $61 900 with parties. 
, par- 
ties. 

Sunrise at Camnobello, Cort ‘D) 
(66th wk; 524 p) ($6.$0: 1.155: $38.- 
300) (‘Ralph Bellamy). Reached 
| $25,000. Previous week, $23,000. 
Exits May 30, to tour. 

Sweet Bird of Youth. Beck (D) 
(8th wk: 63 p) ($6.90; 1.280; $47.- 
(Paul Newman, Geraldine 
| Page. Sidney Blackmer). Nearly 
|$48.000 with parties. Previous 
| week, $47,800 with parties. 


Touch of the Poet, Haves (D) 
(30th wk: 236 pn) ($7.50: 1,139: $43, 
Hayes, Friec Portman, 


| Betty Field). Over $16,100. Previ- 


designations | ous week, $18,100. Now on twofers, 


Triple Play. Plavhonse (CD) (3d 
wk; 21 pb) ($6.90; 994: $36,700) 
(Jessica Tandy, Hume Cronyn). Al- 


two prices are given, the higher is | most $15,500 with Guild subscrip- 


| for Friday-Saturday nights and the | 
number of | 
and stars. 


| lower for weeknights), 
| seats, capacity gross 
| Price includes 10° 

15° City tax, but grosses are net; 


i.e., exclusive of taxes. 

Destry Rides Again, Imperial 
(MD) (2d wk; 12 p) ($8.35-$9.40; 
1,427; $65,500) Andy Griffith, 
|Dolores Gray). House record at} 
/$65.199 with parties Previous | 
|} week, $47,700 for first four per- | 


|formances and two previews. 


Federal and | 


tion. Previous 
subscription. 


Two for the Seesaw. Booth (CD) 


week, $14500 on 


(68th wk; 540 p) ($6.90: 780; $32,- 
300) (Dana Andrews. Anne Ban- 
croft). Nearly $22,300. Previous 


week, $24,300. 

West Side Story, Broadway (MD) 
(84th wk; 668 p) (S88: 1.900: $76.- 
417). Almost $53.700 with twofers. 
| Previous week, $56.400 with two- 
| fers. Moves to the Winter Garden 
Theatre next Monday (11). 

World of Suzie Wong, Broad- 





| Disenchanted, Coronet (D) (22d /hurst (D) (29th wk: 231 p) ($6.90: 

bre 173 p) ($6.90; 1,101; $36,131) |} 1.214; $47,400). Nearly $30,100. 

\(Jason Robards, Jr., Joan Chan-/ Previous week, $34.200. 

dler). Over $16,000 with twofers Closed Fast Week 

Previous week, $17,300 with two- Tall Story, Belasco (C) (14th wk; 

fers 108 p) ($6.90; 1,037; $37.127) (Hans 
First Impressions, Alvin (MC); Conreid, Mare Correlly, Marian 

(7th wk; 52 p) ($8.35-$9.20; 1,453; | Winters). Almost $22.°00. Previous 

$61,568) (Polly Bergen, Farley | week, $20,000. Closed last Saturday 

Granger, Hermione Gingold). | (2) at a profit of about $25,000 on 

Over $47,000. Previous week, |a $125,000 investment. 

| $50,700 with parties. Miss Bergen, — -———- — 

who missed seven performances | 


last week due to illness, withdrew 
permanently this week beacuse of 
pregnancy complications and is in 


| Mt. Sinai Hospital, N.Y. Her 
understudy, Elien Hanley, substi- 
tuted last week and has taken 
over the role regularly 

Flower Drum Song, St. James 
(MC) (22d wk; 176 p) ($8.05; 1,615; 


$63,046). House record at $63,046 
Previous week, $63,000. 

Gazebo, Lyceum (C) (2list wk; 
162 p) ($6.90; 995; $29,600) (Walter 
Slezak, Jayne Meadows). Almost 
|$12,900. Previoous week, $18,300. 
J.B., ANTA (D) (21st wk; 164 p) 
($6.90; 1,185; $46,745) (Christopher 
Plummer, Raymond Massey, James 
'Daly). Over $24,500. Previous 
week, $26,700. 

La Plume de Ma Tante, Royale 
(R) (25th wk; 199 p) ‘$8.05; 
$44,500) (Robert Dhery). 
$45,000 again. 

Majority of One, Shubert (C) 
(11th wk; 88 p) ($6.90; 1,453; $53,- 
000) (Cedric Hardwicke, Gertrude 
Berg). Over $53.300 with parties. 
Previous week, $53,400. 
| Make a Million, Morosco (C) 
| (28th wk; 220 p) ($6.90; 946; $35,- 
1/300) (Sam Levene). Almost $15,- 
{700 on twofers. Previous week, 
| $15,900. 

Marriage-Go-R ound, Plymouth 
(C) (27th wk; 207 p) ($6.90; 1,062; 
$43,000) (Charles Boyer, Claudette 
|Colbert). Another $43,500. 

Music Man, Majestic (72d wk; 


Almost 








572) (8.05; 1,626; $70,500). Al- 
}most $69,000. Previous week, 
| $71,300. 

| My Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 
(164th wk; 1,307 p) ($8.05; 1,551; 


| $69,500) (Edward Mulhare, Pamela 
Charles). Nearly $70,400. Pre- 
vious week, same. 

Once More With Feeling, Na- 
tional (C) (28th wk; 223 p) ($6.90; 
1,162; $43,800) (Joseph Cotton, 
Arlene Francis). Almost $19,500. 
Previous week, $23,700. 

Party, Golden (R) (3d wk; 20 p) 
($5.75; 800; $25,152) (Betty Com- 
den, Adolph Green). Nearly 
$6,300. Previous week, $8,200. 

Pleasure of His Company, Long- 
acre (C) (28th wk; 222 p) ($6.90; 
1,101; $37,600) (‘Cyril Ritchard, 
Cornelia Otis Skinner, Charlie 
| Ruggles, Walter Abel). 
! $30,400. Previous week, $33,700. 








Arts Council of Britain 
Asks $28 Million Plan, 
Theatre, Concert Hall 


London, May 5. 
A 10-year development plan for 
the arts, involving an expenditure 


| of $28,000,000, has been submitted 





Almost | 
| cided 


1,050; | to rebuild Dartmoor Prison 


lhe had 
|““Mary Costa is the show's saving 


by the Arts Council to the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer. It urges 
as priorities the building of a na- 
tional theatre, a medium-size con- 
cert hall and an exhibition gallery. 
In its report the Council con- 
cedes that the Government has, 
made no commitment to adopt the 
proposals, still less to finance them. 
“But now that it has been decided 
,’ the 
Council comments, “we are not 
without hope that public attention 
may be directed to the prospect 
of building the national theatre.” 
The Exchequer’s promise of 
$2,800,000 towards the building the 
theatre has depreciated consider- 
ably in value with the steady in- 
crease in construction costs since 
1949. To avoid further deprecia- 
tion, the council urges an im- 
mediate start on a national theatre 
with a smaller (1,250 to 1,350 seats) 
capacity, which it estimates could 
be built for the original figure. 


London ‘Candide’ 


Continued from page 55 Gees 








stein’s marvellously varied and ex- 
citing music which jollies the sa- 
tire along.” 

Milton Shulman, of the Evening 
Standard, felt that the show has a 
few moments of rare excitement 
arél too many momerts of preten- 
tious naivete, but predicted a 
success for it. Robert Wraight, of 
the Star, considered that the two 
hours were the most disappointing 
spent for a long time. 


grace,” he added. Felix Barker, in 
the Evening News, thought that 
there was not enough invention 
or wit to keep it going, but de- 
that “Candide” deserves 


Raisin in the Sun, Barrymore (D) | great praise even if it misses com- 
(8th wk; 62 p) ($6.90; 1,076; $41,-) plete success. 
































58 LEGITIMATE VARIETY Wednesday, May 6, 1959 
PHO soe +{Cramer, in partnership with Dan|ducers, Dorothy Chernuck ®&| ducers, Leonard Ruskin & Gu 
| Levin; director, Levin, Plan Broad-| Qmar K. Lerman. Accepting pho-| Lombardo, 730 Fifth Ave. N.Y. 
| way presentation after eight weeks lt i ve ‘a f ‘to | Parts available for leading and 
of stock tour. Cast of six: available | ‘°S 424 resumes for resident com-| ensemble singers, ensemble 
| parts include male lead, early 30’s,|Pamy and apprentices (may also Gencers. —— photo and resume to 
handsome, suave; femme, late 20’s,| play package shows). Casting in|above address. 
STOO OOoe » a ee 
apie . 9 ; : . warm-hearted, sharp-tongued;| mid-April. Mail to the theatre, LA JOLLA, CAL. 
Following are available parts in upcoming Broadway, off-Broad- | male, pompous, corporation presi- oa St Cheeten © La Jolla Playhouse, Producer, 
way touring, films, industrial and television shows. All information has| dent; femme, Eve Arden type; x ol, pepo Rae Ann Lee. Guest-star policy, will 
been obtained directly by the Variety Casting Department by tele-| male, 50's, eccentric inventor. | DAYTON, 0. ,... |do casting on the Coast. 
phone calls, and has been rechecked as of noon yesterday (Tues.). Write for interviews and auditions; | , a See pe gy W.| . LACONIA-GILFORD, N.H. 
The available roles will be repeated weekly until filled, and addi- mail photo and resyme_ to pro-|Gucer, Uougias Lrawiora, “| 7 Regi Plavhous Pro- 
, , “piles , . t 277 Park N. 55th St., N.Y. Mail photo and.re-| , Lakes Region Playhouse. 
tions to the list will be made only when information is se cured from | ducers, at 277 Park Ave., N.Y. rome ot Ghee unk Gaal did ducer, Alton Wilkes, Park Wald 
responsible parties. The intention is to service performers with leads | ” : its to producer. (Equity and non- Hotel, 117 W. 58th St., N.Y. Equity 
provided by the managements of the shows involved rather than to THEATRES |Equity), Will alternate six |Tesident company. Mail photo and 
run a lengthy list of blind items. This information is published with- ALLENTOWN, PA. | straight plays and six musicals " |resume of general talent to pro- 
out charge. Guthsville Playhouse, P. O. Box | DEVON PA | ducer, c/o hotel until June 15, Also 
In addition to the available parts listed, the tabulation includes pro-| 1125; Producer-director, John | Willen teens Maka —— | considering applicants for box- 
ductions announced for later this season, but, for which, the manage-;Cameron. Equity, non-Equity | ducers ahar Ford i ieees’ mets otfice personal, technical crew and 
ments, as yet, aren't holding open casting calls. Parenthetical designa- | players and apprentices sought for eral manager. Marvin A Vrenss scenic staff. ; 
tions are as follows: (C) Comedy, (D) Drama, (MC) Musical Comedy, | !8-week season; mail photo and res- | 36 W. 55th St. N.Y.C. (Same| LAMBERTVILLE, N.J. 
(MD) Musical Drama, (Rep) Repertory, (DR) Dramatic Reading. me to producer, ¢ o theatre. | management also operates Had-|,, Music Cireus. Producer, St. John 
> Casting April 24-25 in New York. os Naty eA . |Terrell. Same casting procedure 
— ie : : ’ | ATLANTA, GA. o_o Bs te 1 poeta pny as, Brandywine Music Circus, Con- 
° ing projects they're applying: as Theatre-Under-the-Stars (Muni- | oh sduled — : ag ete cordville, Pa. (see above). 
Lexszit replacements in current “Li'l | ¢jpal Theatre, Inc.); producer- | [CPe@uled — productions | include LATHAM. N. Y 
| © Abner” touring company, regular | director, Eric Mattson, 35-15 75th | |Bells Are Ringing.” “Li'l Abner,” | te Musical Thea ; 
TL parts in the forthcoming stock-| st. Jackson Heights, N.Y. Accept-| 5@Y: Darling.” Mail photo and| | Colonie ee eee 
: touring packages of “Li'l Abner.” | ing photo and resume of Broad- | 'Sume to Krauss, at above ad-| — Eddie Rich, 214 W. 42d St., 
BROADWAY “Bells Are Ringing,” “Say, Dar-| wan and stock eredite. Mall pro- |dress. Production personnel needed | N.Y.; choreographer, Jerry Ross; 
“Ah, Wilderness” (MC). Produc-| ling,” etc., or the tryout produc- | gucer. |(stage managers and assistants, music: gag Ag gg cr 
er David Merrick, 246 W. 44th St,,| tion of “The Law and Mr. Simon.’ AUGUSTA, MICH ee Seeeeens, Seseeners, och Se See Lei sak 
N. Y.; choreographer, Onna White. | Mail to general manager above; Barn Theatre, Inc. Producer-|¢@! directors, directors, chore-| from applicants L Mail og — 
Casting director, Eduard Fuller. | address. director, Jack Ragotzy, 200 E. 36th | aeeagnors. pea _- —! — personnel. Mail to p 
Casting all parts for the musi-| N.Y. Theatre Co. Casting contact, | St.. N.Y. Seeking leading male and | ©'€SS oar con . , cog ar en a INE. NJ 
cal version of the Eugene| Jean Leslie, 27 E. 38th St., N.Y.|/young leading femme, singing | panies wi : ay? including enser NEPTUNE, N.J. 
O'Neill comedy; singing experi-| Holding interviews Mondays and (ability helpful (not necessary), for | P!®, Principals, stag grew Sers, anc Neptune’ Music Circus. Pro- 
ence required. Send photo and| Wednesdays 4-7 p.m. Casting about |two musicals. Openings for’ ap- | @SS!Stants, musicai directors). ducer, St. John Terrell. Same cast- 
resume to casting director, c/o|75 performers for eight different | prentices with acting ability. Mail | DURHAM, N.C. __ | ing setup as for Brandywine Music 
producer, by mail oaly. Equity call | companies, to perform at 50 resort|photo and resume to producer- | Durham Star Playhouse. No Circus, Concordville Pa. (see 
for dancers May 12: male, 11 a.m.;| hotels for a 10-week season. Also | director. Do not Phone. | producer. set. Casting setup same | above). 
femme, 2 p.m, auditions at the| looking for directors and appren- | BELLPORT, N. Y. jas for Stage & Arena Guild of NEW HOPE, PA. 
Imperil Theatre, 249 W. 45th St.,| tices; casting all parts for musical- Gateway Playhouse. Producer, | America (see above). | Bucks County Playhouse; pro- 
: ¥ comedy, “Silk Stockings.” Mail| H. C. Pomeran; director, David EPHRATA, PA. ducer, Michael Ellis. Mail photo 


i 

“Flight to Matia” (MD). Preduc- 
er, Jamieson Productions, 350 W. 
57th St.; Director, Clay Yurden; 
musical director, Alfred Ricky. 
Available parts; femme lead, 26- 
28. Spanish type singer; femme 
lead, 16. singer, American teen- 
age type; male singer, 38, 
American, slim, Don Ameche type; 
male singer, 45-50, Spanish-dicta- 
tor type, stocky; male, 17, Ameri- 
can teenage singer; femme singer, 
28-30, beautiful, sophisticated; male 
singer, 19, Latin appearance, Ivy 
League manner; two male charac- 
ter comedian-singers. Mail photo 
and resume to producers. 

“Flower Drum Song” (MC). Pro- 
ducers, Richszrd Rodgers, Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d & Joseph Fields. 
Male and femme dancers-singers- 
actors of Oriental appearance for 
the contemplated touring and Eng- 
lish companies. Mail photo and 
resume,.to Eddie Blum, c/o Rodgers 
& Hanmerstein, 488 Madison Ave. 

“Happy Town” (MC). Produc- 
ers, B & M Productions; director, 
Allan A. Buckhantz; choreographer, 
Lee Scott: production assistant, 
Jeanette Kamins; musical director, 
Samuel Krachmalnick. Part avail- 
able (singing required); male, 50's, 
charactor comedy lead; male, 25, 


comedian, lean, slender; femme, 
19-23, attractive blonde, soprano; 


25-30, baritone; femme, 19-23, 
commedienne, attractive, chest and 
soprano voice; femme, 19-23, so- 
ciety girl, attractive, chest and so- 
prano voice; five singer-actors who 
play band instruments; male and 
femme charactors, varying in age 
and type to double in paris. Send 
photo and resume, do not phone 
or visit in person. Mail to Happy 
Town Company, 140 W. 58th St., 
N. Y. 19, N. Y., suite, 7D. Open 
calls for singers-dancers June 1-10, 
finals. June 11 and 12, time and 
place to be announced. 

“Sound of Music” (MD). Produc- 
ers, Rodgers & Hammerstein, in 
partnership with Leland Hayward 
& Richard Halliday. Children 
with trained voices submit photo | 
and resume to Eddie Blum, c/o! 
producers, 488 Madison Ave., N. Y. 
All other parts through agents 
only. 


male, 


OFF-BROADWAY 

“Jam Session” (C). Producer, 
Stella Holt, 325 W. 87th ot, B.2.; 
director, Adrian Hail. Casting 
late May for a fall production. All 
negro cast Mail photo and re- 
sume to producer. 

Phoenix Theatre, 189 Second 
Ave., N.Y. Producer, 
Hambleton; stage director, Stuart 
Vaughan. Accepting photo and re- 
sume of new applicants for resi- 
dent acting company. Those quali- 
fying on the basis of background 
and experience should have short 
audition material from Shakes- 
peare, period comedy and modern 
prose drama. Mail to stage direc- 
tor, c/o theatre. 

“Salome” (D). Producers, John 
W. Schwartz & Frederick Hala- 
man-Daris. Casting features and 
minor roles May 11, from 10 a.m.- 
4 p.m. Auditions at the Downtown 
Theatre, Second Ave. & Fourth St., 
N.Y. Equity and non-Equity 





STOCK 
Ford & Gross; general 
manager, Marvin Krauss, 136 W. 
55th St., N.Y.C. Candidates sub- 
mitting resumes and photo should 
imdicate for 


Guber, 


| 


T. Edward | Producers, 





which of the follow- 4. “Yes Man” (C). 


application, photo and resume to 
above address. 

Stage & Arena Guild of America, 
(SAGA, Inc.), 140 W. 55th St., N.Y. 
Accepting photo and resumes for 
packages and summer theatres af- 
filliated with SAGA. Seeking 
Equity jobbers, resident compa- 
nies, technicians and apprentices. 
The Affiliates are: Show Shop, 
Canton, Conn.; Durham _ (N.C.) 
Star Playhouse; Scettish Rite 
Theatre, Harrisburg, Pa.; Starlight 
Theatre, Fawling, NY.; Gateway 
Playhouse, Somers Point, N.J. (see 
individual cities below). Casting 
through Warren Hein, c/o SAGA. 


| 





TOURING PACKAGES 

“Anything Goes” (MC). Pro- 
ducer, Weed-Cramer Productions, 
277 Park Ave., N.Y. c/o William 
H. Weed & Douglas S. Cramer; di- 
rector, Ronny Graham. Plan 12- 
week proscenium tour, probably | 
playing New York in September. | 
To use eight youthful singers-dan- 
cers, including four showgirl 
types, four male specializing in 
taps; also matronly character 
comedienne; Englishman, 40's; 
Julie Andrews-type ingenue. Mail 
photo and resume, plus request 
for interviews and auditions. 


“Bells Are Ringing” (MC). Pro- 
ducer, Stanley Prager, 47 W. 44th 
| St., N.Y.C. accepting photo and 
]resume by mail; casting all parts. 

“Boy Friend” (MC) og oo 
Gus Schirmer, 16 W. 55th St., 

Cl 6-5542. Casting Director, For 


| rest Carter. Mail photo and resume 


to the above address, or contact 
casting director. Eight to 10-week 
season in proscenium and tent. 


“Carmen Jones” (MC). Pro- 
ducers, James Hammerstein & 
Stanley Prager. All-Negro cast, 


require operatic training and ex- 
perience. Phone CO 5-4428 for 
appointment. 

“Lend An Ear” (MR) Producers, 
Stephan Slane & Jenny Lou Law 
| Equity call for dancers May 16 
male and femme 12 noon at Vari- 
fety Art Studios, 225 W. 46th St., 


“Li'l Abner” (MC). Same casting 
setup as for “Bells Are Ringing” 


(see above). 

“Li'l Abner” (MC). Producers, 
Guber, Ford & Gross; general 
mianager, Marvin Krauss, 136 W 
55th St., N.Y.C. Will accept photo 
and resume of candidates for a 
new company and replacements for 
the current touring troupe. 

“The Law and Mr. Simon” (C 
Guber, Ford & Gross; 
casting director, Jules Ziegler. 
Available parts: (character parts 
are Jewish); 50-€0, character moth- 
er; good hearted but nagging, dom- 
inating; 22-25, femme attorney, 
briht, attractive; 30-40, unimagina- 
tive divorcee with daughter seeking 
husband; boy, 7, Quiz Kid type, 
unspoiled; male, 50-60, character, 
successful manufacturer; male, lead, 
early 30's romantic interest, lawyer; 
male, 35-45, character, romantic, de- 
pertment store buyer, male, mid 
26's, camp counsellor type. Rehears- 
als start early May. Summer tryout 
tour for Broadway entry in fall. | 
Mail photo and resume to Marvin 
A Krauss, 136 W. 55th St., N.Y.C. | 

Untitle Musical. Producer, Latin 
Quarter. Equity call for dancers 
today (Wed.), from 12 noon, audi- 
tions at the Latin Quarter, N. Y. 
Package to go to South America 
for three months. 
Producers, Weed- 


Sheldon. (Equity and non-Equity) | 
Equity actors to be experienced | 
teachers of acting, speech, dance, 
or music. Non-Equity musical tal- 
ent will be auditioned in April. | 
Mail photo and resume to the play- | 
house for possible interviews. Ap- | 
prentice applicants should state 


age. 
BLAUVELT, N.Y. | 
Rockland County Playhouse; 
— Alwin Leber. Mail photo | 
nd resume to the theatre, 474 
Geonahensh Road, Blauvelt, N.Y.! 
Casting to start in May. 
BRADDOCK HEIGHTS, MD. 
Mountain Theatre. Producer 
William O. Brining; director, Roy 
Franklyn. Accepting photo and re- 
sume for full Equity company, sire | 
considering applications for ap- 
prentices and technical crew. Mail 
to producer c/o Talent Showease, 
Inc., 4545 Connecticut Ave., Wash- 
ington 8, D.C 
CALUMET, MICH. 
Keweenaw Playhouse. Producer- 
director, Paul Barry, 407 W. 54th 
St., N. ¥. 19.; Associate producer, 
Robert Keegan; general manager, 
Deirdre Keegan. Casting begins 
week of April 6. Interested in resi- 
dent company only; also need de- 
sig yner and pressagent. Mail photo 
resume to producer-director. 
ee Mae in non-union actor-tech- 
nicians for junior staff. 
CANAL FULTON, O. 
Canal Fulton Summer Theatre. 
Producers, David Fulford & Wil- 
liam Dempsey, 60 W. 45th St. 
N.Y. Mail photo and resume to 


producers 
CANTON, CONN. 
Show Shop. Producer, Robert 
Andrews. Same casting setup 
& Arena Guild of 


' 


U 
as for Stage 
America (see above). 
CAPE MAY, N.J. 
Cape May Playhouse. 
ers, Thomas White & Reid Perry, 
159 E. 49th St., N.Y.C. Accepting | 
photo and resume of stock credits, 
by mail cenly 


Produc- 


CEDAR GROVE, N. J. 
Lotareveh s Meadowbrook (Music 


tre-in -the-Round Restaurant) 


Prodi icers, Clifford Dailey, Gary 
McHugh, Carl Sawyer; director, | 
Donald Burr. Casting through 


agents only. 
announced, 


Chorus calls to be 


CHICAGO 
Drury Lane Theatre. N.Y. Rep- 
rese ntative, Floyd F. Ackerman, | 


576 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 36; PL 8-2000 
U sually books stars only from N.Y. 
office; agents or packagers with 
available boxoffice names contact 
Ackerman at the above address 


and phone 


Ecgewater Beach Playhouse. 





Produce . Noel Behn, c/o Cherry 
NY. rheatre, 38 Commerce St., 
N.Y Opens June 22 for 11-week 


season; using star packages. Send 
photo and resume to producer. 
COHASSET, MASS. 

South Shore Musie Circus. Pro- 
ducer, Ray C. Johnson. Chore- 
ographer, Buff Schurr. Prefer 

casting principal roles through | 
agents, but candidates may obtain 
parts | or phone Jack Yorke, CI 
5-4042, »fter March 19. 


rs ONCORDV ILLE, PA. 
Brandywine Music Circus, Pro- 
ducer, St 
and resume to Howard Hoyt, c/o 
Ingalls . Hoyt Agency, 160 W. 
46th St., N.Y. Holds regular weekly 


audi tions. See also: Lambertville, 
N.J.; Neptune, N.J.; Rosecroft, | 
Md.; ‘see below). 


CORNING, N. Y. 


Corning Summer Theatre. Pro- 


} ager, 


| Schedule 


John Terrell. Mail photo | 


Legion Playhouse. Producer, 
Darrell Larson; casting agents, 
Adams & Leigh, 7 W. 46th St., 
N. Y. Will consider photo and 
resume of Broadway and_ stock 
credits. Send by mail only to Ken 


Friedam, c/o agency. Also casting 
for “Say Darling.” (See Packages, 


listed above.) 
FISH CREEK, WIS. 
Peninsula Players. Producer, 
Caroline Rathbone; general man- 
Roger Hamilton. Resident 
Equity company. Accepting photo 
and resume of general talent; also 


applications from technicians and | 
| apprentices 


Address the manage- 
j ment at the theatre. 


FORT WORTH 

Casa Manana Musicals, Associate 
producer-director, Michael Pollock 
Casting through agents only at 
present; open casting later. Sched- 
ule opening June 8 with “Wonder- 
ful Town.’ No New York office set 
as yet 

FRAMINGHAM, MASS. 

Carousel Theatre. Producers, 
Stanton D. Shifman & Richard 
Earle. Equity call for dancers May 
12: male, 10 a.m.; femme, 
Equity singers: maie, 
femme, 4:30 p.m. Open calls May 

13 for dancers: male, 12 noon; 
— me, 3 p.m. Auditions at Variety 

Arts Studios, 225 W. 46th St., 
N.Y. ¢ Open call for singers May 
14 aah 12 noon; femme, 3 p.m. 
Auditions at the Showcase Studios, 
950 Eighth Ave., N. Y. 

GROTON, CONN. 

Groton Playhouse. Producer, 
Bill Caskey; director, 
Bock; general manager, Sanford 
Block. Six-member resident com- 
pany, plus 10 resident apprentices 


9 


- 


Will job necessary actors Mail 
photo and resume to producer, 
259 W. 45th St., N.Y 


HADDONFIELD, N.J. 
Camden County Music Fair. Pro- 
ducers, Guber, Ford & Gross; gen- 
eral manager, Marvin Krauss 
Same management and casting pro- 
cedure as for the Valley Forze 
Music Fair, Devon, Pa. (see above’ 
HAMPTON, N. H. 
Hampton Playhouse. General 
manager, John Vari, 405 E. 54th 
St., N Accepting photos and re- 
sumes for possible leading men 
and women in summer productions. 
Vill also consider applications 
from some non-Equity and techni- 
cians Mail to general manager. 
includes “Fair Game," 
“Dark at the Top of Stairs,’ “Sep- 
arate Tables,” “Epitaph for George 
Dillon” and “Tunnel of Love.” 
HARRISBURG, PA. 
Scottish Rite Theatre. Producer, 
|Robert T. Seymour. Casting 
through Warren Hein, c/o Stage & 
|Arena Guild of America (see 
| above). 
| HYANNIS, MASS. 
Cape Cod Melody Tent. 
ducer, Ray C. Johnson. Prefer 
casting principals through agents 
performers who _ wish _ principle 
roles phone Arnold Goodman, CI 
|5-4042 after March 19. 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Avondale Playhouse. Producer, 
Jo Rosner; producer-director, Wil- 
liam Tregoe. Casting for Equity 
resident company, apprentices and | 
technical crew. Mail photo and 
resume to producer, 6844 Canal 
| Blvd., New Orleans. 
JONES BE: ACH, N.Y. 
“Song of Norway” (MD), to be 
repeated from mid-June through 
Sept. 7 at Jones Beach, N.Y. Pro- 


Pro- 


12 noon. | 
p.m.; | 


William | 


and resume of Broadway and stock 
|eredits to theatre. Casting repre- 


sentative, Lenny-Debin, N. Y. Cast- 
ing for first half of season. com- 
pleted. 
NEWPORT, R. I. 

Newport Casino. Producer, Sara 
Stamm, 200 W. 54th St., N. Y 
; Casting parts for the package 
“Separate Tables.” Accepting ap- 
plications from apprentices. Mail 


photo and resume to producer. 


OWINGS MILLS, MD. 
Hilltop Theatre ‘The New Hill- 
top Theatre Inc.), Box 26, Owings 
Mills. Producer Don Swann Jr.; 
general manager, Larry Childs. 
| Casting May 5. Accepting photo 
and resume by mail for resident 
Equity company; also applicants 
from apprentices and technicians, 
Mail to theatre. 
PAWLING, N.Y. 
Starlight Theatre. Producer, 
Isobel Rose Jones. Casting through 
Warren Hein, c/o Stage & Arena 
Guild of America (above Pro- 
ducer also accepting photo and re- 
sume at the theatre, Route 22, 
Pawling, N. Y 
PINE BROOK, N. J 

Pine Brook Show Tent. Produc- 
ers, Jerry Wayne & Paul Brenner. 
Casting principal roles for “Li'l 
Abner,” “Show Boat,”’ “Wish You 
Were Here,” “Bells Are Ringing.” 
“Boy Friend,’ Silk Stockings.” 
Mail photo and resume to the pro- 
ducers at 144 W. 54th St., N. 

ROSECROFT, MD. 

Music Circus. Producer, St. John 

Terrell. Same casting setup as for 


Brandywine Music Circus, Con- 
cordville, Pa. ‘see above 
RYE, N.Y. 


Rye Music Theatre. Producer, 
Phil Moloney. Casting representa- 
tive, Howard Hoyt, c/o Ingalls & 
Hoyt, 160 W. 46th St., N.Y. Mail 
photo and resume to casting repre- 
sentitive 

SACANDAGA, N.Y. 

Sacangaga Summer Theatre, Pro- 
ducer, Anthony Farrell; general 
manager, Jonn Larson; choreogra- 
pher, Ed Noll; musical director, 
Will Irwing. Open call for singers- 
dancers-actors May 7, at the Mark 
Hellinger theatre, 237 W. 5lst St., 
N.Y.: femme, 2 p.m.; male, 4 p.m. 
|Chorus personnel may be cast in 
speaking parts. 

SHARON CONN. 

Sharon Playhouse. Managing 
director, Willard Swire, 1543 
Broadway, N.Y. Tryouts for resi- 
dent company and jobbers in N.Y. 
early April. Auditions and inter- 
views by appointments only. Mail 
|photo and resume to managing di- 
rector. Apprentices also con- 
sidered. 

SKANEATELES, N. Y. 

Lyric Circus Light Opera Assn, 
| (formerly Finger Lake Lyric Cir- 
cus). Producer, Walter Davis; co- 
producer, Robert K. Adams; Direc- 
|tor, David Davis; Business man- 
jager, Virginia Davis. Principles 
| and features casted through agents 
only. Opening June 23. 

SMITHTOWN, N.Y. 

Marymede Piayhouse, Inc. Di- 
jrector, James Van Wart. <Accep- 
| ting photo and resume of Broadway 
jand sgock credits of Equity mem- 
|bers only. Mail to director, c/o 
| Hofstra C ollege Play House, Hemp- 
stead, N.Y. Also considering a few 
apprentices. 

SOMERS POINT, N.J. 

Gateway Playhouse. Producer, 
Jonathan Dwight. Same casting 


| 


| 


(Continued on page 60) 








eI 


Po AO BIE 


Wednesday, May 6, 1959 


ARIETY 





LEGITIMATE 


59 





Bolshoi Ballet in N. Y. 


The Stone Flower 





Sixth and final offering of the 
Bolshoi in N.Y. is “The Stone 
Flower” which is handsomely 
mounted, wonderfully performed, 
intermittently ig and 
siangely “unn sugh pre- 
sold to Ameri mers aS a 
“new” (1954 ually the 
work has some of the antique qual- 
itv of the fairly tale upon which it 
is based 

In three acts, this is the “plot” 
a youth of near-perfect loyaliy to 
his own dear sweetie-pie and the 
dream of art, fools around terpsi- 
chorally with the Mistress of Cop- 
per Mountain, a nifty dish in green 
tights, otherwise Mava Plisetskaya 
She falls for him, though not he 
for her Meanwhile back in the 
Ural Mountains his one true love, 
Marina Kondratieva, is having a 
hard time with a lecherous bailiff, 
just like in an American western. 
All comes right at the end, again 
like Hollywood 


The show is stolen in broad lime- 


light by the bailiff as danced and 
roimed with rare artistry by Viadi- | 
mir Levashev ‘The Mercutio in 


“Romeo & Juliet’). He expires 
unpleasantly at the climax of Act 
Il when he is buried alive at the 
hand-flick of the mountain queen. 
Thanks to a trick trap door and his 
own amazing characterization this 
is a storm-producer curtain. 

Miss Plisetskaya is, of course, 
that remarkable combination of ‘a) 
the ideal body and ‘b) the tempera- 
ment and talent to go with it. As 
magical woman she makes it tough, 
it follows, for whoever dances the 
mere mortal heroine, though Miss 
Kondratieva has her own glow. 

The stage is repeatedly popu- 
lated with brigades of exquisite 
balletic damsels in tights or heel- 
and-toe village dancers in colorful 
costumes, making like the Moise- 
yev 

“Stone Flower” is a fine change 
of pace, an interesting exposure 
but probably not the Bolshoi’s most 
satisfying work for the American 
taste. Choreographically (no dis- 
paragement of the ingenuity and 
imagination of Yuri Grigorovich 
our own American mountings are 
more progressive. Land. 





Highlights I 

If there is a point of no return 
of astonishment. the Bolshoi had 
not reached it Thursday (30) with 
the second of its potpouri pro- 
grams. It was riot, riot, riot all the 
evening as the ballet wunderkind 
practically flaunted physical and 
artistic marvels. The emphasis, as 
in the previous “Highlights,” was 
upon lifts, jumps, leaps and adagio. 


Balanced judgment must, of 
course, take some account of the 
probable fact that New York is 


getting more concentrated, top-of- 
form gamut than would be, or 
could be, regularly exhibited in 
Moscow, where the ballet performs 
only a certain number of nights 
during any one month, since it 
alternates with the same “big” 
theatre's opera 
With a single 
mission, the second 
cerpts dazzled the eye and intoxi- 
cated the senses. Several of the 
turns could top any Amertean re- 
vue, floor show or feature film 
dance sequence. Some are as much 
acrobatic as ballet. Accumulative- 


half-hour 


ly, the impact upon a responsive 
audience is electrifving 
Galina Ulanova, confirming her 


queenship, wowed ‘em in her own 
special (after Fokire) version of 
“The Dying Swan.” Nina Timo- 
feyeva also was superbly the “toe 
dancer” in an Asak Messerer- 
modified rose adagio from “Sleep- 














STEAKS & CHOPS 
145 West 45th 
New York 36 


CENTRAL CITY, COLORADO 


Summer stock or workshop location, 
Colorado's oldest theatre building, 
1875, known os “Belvidere” or “Ar- 
mory Hall” in Central City, “Summer 
Theatre Capital of the World,” needs 
extensive renovation, but owner inter- 
ested in theatre so will lease right. 
For detaile contact Wm. C. Russell Jr., 
owner, Central City, Colerado. 


JSTAN FUCHS 
{ MIKE LINZ 
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ing Beauty.” Esafandiyar Kashani 
as the acrobat in “Red Poppy” was 


flight-happy as was Georgi Far- 
manyants in “Gopak” and Raissa 
Struchkova (with four males) in 


In the land of 


elevation” 
per- 


“Mountain Dance.” 
skyscrapers, such 
evokes special recognition, 
haps. 

The opening half was “The For- 
est Devil’ scene from a Tartar 
gymnastica called “Shurale.” It 
threw attention to a_ folkloric 
strong man convincingly imperson- 
ated by young Vladimir Vasiliev 
The way he repulsed all other 
males and courted the bird girl. 
Marina Kondratieva, was, to say 
the least, startlingly virile. 

It would be easy to find fault 
with the “Shurale” choreography, 
especially staging the fiend in 
high-noon lighting. Where, also, is 
the line here between “authentic” 
staging and old hat? The very 
value implicit in the piece lies in 
the probability that Americans 
were viewing bona fide “provincial 
classic” group dancing with spec- 
tacular star values. Vladimir Leva- 
shev in his mud-colored makeup 
made a _ beguiling heavy, more 
practical joker than evil one 

The concluding, or “vaudeville,” 
half of the bill opened with a 
handsomely-dressed ‘‘Polonaise”’ in 
which the swaggering stvle of the 
ancient regime was divertingly 
simulated. A mere bit, a huge man 
with shaven noggin save for a 
small front thatch which he played 
with in an eecentric manner, in- 
fused an amusing bit of charac- 
terization. 

The young lady added to the 
Bolshoi cast for America only at 
the last moment has more than 
fulfilled her nromise. Meaning 19- 
year-old Ekaterina Maximova in 
the ‘‘Nutcracker” pas de deux with 
the impeccable Boris Khokhlov 
Wondrous, too, is the pas de trois 
from “The Ocean and the Pearls.” 
A magnificent whirling-leaping fel- 
low (Gennadi Lediakh) in a silver 
wig and blue chiffon garb tri- 
umphed against these accessories 
while his two girl associates, Nina 
Chistova and Nina _ Fedorova 
evoked delight in terms of (a) 
abandon and (‘b) disciplined unison. 

“Spring Waters” (Liudmilla Bog- 
imolova, Stanislav Vlasov) had a 
lovely bounce. In its own way the 
oriental vigor of a sabre dance led 
by Susanna Zvyagina and Nikolai 
Simachev had a pounding tempo 
of arousal. 

It was probably considered judg- 
ment that the Bolshoi chose to 
finale the second “Highlights.” as 
the first, with “The Waltz” of 
Vainonen as_ sensationalized by 
M. and Mme. Alexander Lapauri. 
The enchantment of the audience. 
and the necessary encore, has its 
obvious reflection in the couple 
themselves. whose pleasure in the 
tumult they create was obvious, 
itself a pleasurable thing 

The program ended with furore. 
Along the way it had been some- 


thing of a tour des forces, if the 
phrase may be used. Land. 
éiselle 
It was a very special kind of 


grace and beauty that the Bolshoi 
Ballet evoked (28) in “Giselle,” a 
two-acter, as the fourth program 
at the Met. Those who thought 
they’d seen “Giselle” too many 
times thundered approval. 

Bolshoi transformed this famik 
iar work, with its second-rate score 
by Adolphe Adam, into a dream of 
exquisite movements in which 
every member of the group stood 
out in excellence and yet fitted 
into the ensemble with perfect 
j harmony, “Giselle’’ came alive as 

an enchanting tale, acted with 
| Skill and sensitivity and danced 
with superb spirit. 

Raissa 
selle, creating a marvellously 
three-dimensional character that 
caught the gay mood of the care- 
free peasant girl in the first act 
and imbued it with a haunting 
beauty in the second, when she 
appears as a ghost. This perform- 
ance alone would rate her as one 


As Count Albert, Yuri Zhdanov 
was always the nobleman, though 
posing as a forester. His dancing 
—solo and with Miss Struchkova 
—was quite magnificent. In 
smaller parts, Lludmila Bogomo- 
lova and Gleb Evdokimov earned 
cheers, undimmed by the fact that 
Evdokimov twice slipped in his 
| final pose after a breathtaking solo. 





of the top ballerinas now dancing. | 


lo 
Struchkova danced Gi- | York 








Legit Bits 

















who super- 
current off- 
of his play, 


William Archibald, 
vised Harvey Cort’s 
Broadway revival 
“The Innocents,” 


- Horse-Trading Puts Bolshoi in D.C. 


based on Henry | 


James’ novel, “The Turning of the | 


Screw,” also staged the 


offering. | 


The credits in last week’s VARIETY | 


I of the play erroneously 
listed Cort as director. 

Broadway producer Jay Julien 
denies a statement in last week's 
issue that he will be producer this 
summer at the Cecilwood Theatre, 
Fishkill, N.Y. He says he has no 
connection with the operation, and 
that Frank Corsaro’s “A Piece of 
Blue Sky,” which he has under 
option for Broadway presentation, 
“is not and never was a possibility 
for production there.” He adds 
that Curt Conway, general director 
of the Cecilwood Theatre, “will 
not direct the Broadway presenta- 
tion of the play.” 

Rea Warg is resigning next Sept 
1 as managing director of the 
Equity Library Theatre, which 
completes its 1958-59 season at the 
Lenox Hill Playhouse, N.Y., next 
Sunday afternoon (10) with its cur- 
rent production of “The Cave 
Dwellers,” directed by Jim Cava- 
naugh. 

Mrs. Frank Dare, Chicago rep- 
resentative for Actors Equity, is 
in New York for annual discus- 
sions with the head office. 

Actor-producer-director Arnold 
Moss will represent the theatre 
next Monday-Wednesday (11-13) 
at the second annual Wayne State 
U.-City of Detroit conference on 
“Creativity: The City and the Uni- 
versity.” 

The Ford Foundation is seeking 
nominations through Mav 16 of 
American playwrights for the sec- 
ond year of its production-subsidy 
program 

Vincent J. Donehue will direct 
“The Sound of Music,” the Mary 
Martin-starrer, scheduled for 
Broadway production next fall by 
Rodgers & Hammerstein in part- 
nership with Leland Hayward and 
Richard Halliday. 

Sholom Secunda has been signed 
to compose the music for the Yid- 
dish-American musical, in which 
Molly Picon and Jacob Kalish are 
scheduled to costar next fall at the 
Aiderson Theatre, N.Y. 

eter Hale, formerly of the 
Stratford (Ont.) Shakespeare Fes- 
tival, has succeeded John Ragin 
as assistant stage manager for 
“J.B.” Ragin resigned from the 
post to join the acting contingent 


‘eview 


of the American Shakespeare Fes- | 


tival, Stratford, Conn. 


Charles R. Wood is planning a 


Broadway production next season 
of the Marcel Strauss dramatiza- 
tion of Mikhail Artzybasheff’s 
novelette, “The Savage.” 

“Sleeper Jump,” a comedy by 
Daniel Ullman, is planned for 
Broadway production next season 
by Oscar S. Lerman. 

“Rossiter, M.D..” by John T. 
Chapman, is planned for Broadway 
production next fall by Richard 
Bacharach, 

Paul Shyre is planning a New 
York production next season of his 
adaptation of “Drums Under the 
Windows,” the third volume of 
Sean O’Casey’s six-volume auto- 
biography. Adaptations by Shyre 
of the first two volumes, “Pictures 
in the Hallway” and “I Knock at 
the Door,” were presented on 
Broadway in 1956 and 1957, respec- 
tively. 

John Gielgud and Margaret 
Leighton are scheduled to costar in 
a limited Broadway run of “Much 
Ado About Nothing,” beginning 
next Sept. 17, at the Morosco Thea- 
tre. N. Y. Before hitting New 
as a Producers Theatre 
offering, the presentation will play 
the Cambridge Drama Festival, 
Boston, opening there Aug. 24. 

A musical adaptation of Paul 
Gallice’s bestseller, “Mrs. ‘Arris 
Goes to Paris,” is planned for 
Broadway production next season 
by Kermit Bloomgarden and Ray 
Stark. Working on the legit under 
are Heward Teichmann (book), 


| Howard Dietz (lyrics) and Arthur 


| Schwartz 


| As Myrtha, Queen of the ghost- | 


| ly Wilis,s Maya Samokhovalova had 
| dignity, and the corps de ballet in 
| both acts created an unforgettable 
mood. Alexander Lapauri was the 
game keeper who unveiled Albert's 
true identity, caused Giselle to go 
mad and die, and who—in the end 
—is himself driven mad by the 
spirits. 

Yuri Faier elicited from the 
orchestra a rich, satisfying ye 

ift. 





| 


(music). 

The Broadway opening of “The 
Happy Town,” originally planned 
for next Nov. 18, has been moved 
up to Oct. 1. Rehearsals are sked- 
ded to get underway July 20, to be 
followed by a Sept. 5 debut in New 
Haven. Lee Scott has been set as 
choreographer for the musical, 
with Eugene Lewis as his assistant, 


| The sets will be designed by Cur 





Nations. 

Legit-film-tv actress Peggy Cass 
will star in “Born Yesterday” with 
John Kenley’s strawhat group at 
the Packard Theatre, Warren, O., 
and the Northland Playhouse, De- 
troit, in addition to her scheduled 
starring appearing in “Bells Are 
Ringing” at the State Fair Music 
Hall, Dallas, 





Soviet Ambassador ‘Forces’ the One-Night Stand— 
Ticket-Handling a Delicate Matter 


By LES CARPENTER 
Washington, May 5 
Because the Russian ambas 

sador, Mikhail A. Menshikov 

wanted it that way, the Bolshoi 

Ballet will interrupt its Madison 

Square Garden series May 14 for 

a one-performance Washington en- 

gagement. The ballet. with full 

company and full orchestra, will 
dance “Highlights.” 
It was an off night in New York 


for the ballet because the Garden 
was previously under contract for 
that evening. 

Washington’s impresario, Pat- 


rick Hayes, also wanted the Bolshoi 
in Washington, but, clever busi- 
nessman that he is, would not agree 
to it until the Russians agreed to 
everything. This involved Georgi 
Orvid, Bolshoi general 
coming to Washington for a post- 
midnight (after the New York per- 
formance) inspection last week of 
the Capitol Theatre stage, dressing 
rooms and orchestra pit to elimin- 
ate in advance any possibility of re- 
pairs and reconstruction ‘(who'd 
pay for it?) to be demanded later 
by the Red artists. 

Energetic and anxious to please 
Ambassador Menshikov (locally 
dubbed “Mikey the Smiling Marx- 
ist”) made no secret of his hunger 
to have Russia's most celebrated 
contribution to culture on display 
in the National Capital. He went as 


manager, | 


seat Loew's Capitol Theatre. went 
to the masses lined up eager to buy 
them, with an army of Washington 
policemen overseeing it all. Hayes 
staunchly resisted Washington pres- 
sures, turning down the State Dept., 


Congressman, Senators, Cabinet 
officers, judge even his own 
priest—for special treatment 


The demand for tickets exceeded 
anything in Washington history 


Bolshoi Ballet Co., itself will 
presumebly escape the 30° Fed- 
eral tax on its b.o, take in this 


country 3ut the proletarian danc- 
ers individualiy will have to shell 


out to Uncle Sam for any U. S. 
income thev get 

That is, if the Federal revenue 
service ruling in the Moiseyeyv 


Dance Co. case applies. It was de- 
cided then that the company itself 


was an agency of the Soviet gov- 
ernment and thus exempt. Dancers, 
however, were compelled to pay, 


according to a Washington official; 
the law says employes of foreign 
government agencies are immune 
only when the country in question 
extends the same privilege to 
Americans in a comparable job 
category. Since the U. S. govern- 
ment didn’t have any dancers in 
Russia, the Kremlin couldn't very 
well reciprocate 

Why can't the dancers ignore the 
tax? They can’t leave the country 
without internal revenue’s okay— 
what's called a “sailing permit.” 


far as he could go (considering _—_—_—_———_ = 

back-home politics) to force a 

Washington appearance ‘Orfeo’ With Stevens 
Menshikov reportedly wanted | San Francisco, May 5. 

200 of the single-performance Frisco Opera, for the first time 


tickets. If so, he got 100, and the 
Soviet Embassy staff was allocated 
157. Hayes also in advance took 
care of his regular season series 
customers 

Remainder of the tickets, scaled 
$15, $9. $7, and $4.50 for the 3,426- 


in its four-decade history, will pre- 
sent a Gluck opera, “Orfeo ed Euri- 
dice,” in this fall's season.. 

Gluck work will replace pre- 
viously set “Lucia di Lammermoor” 
and will have Rise Stevens and 
Lucine Amara in title roles. 























Herk Graffis, 


SYNDICATED COLUMNIST, Says:— 


“The Trial of 
Mary Todd Lincoln’ 
should be theater that would 
bring tears dribbling and make 
an actress famous.” 


— The Chicago Sun-Times, 
April 21, 1959. 


NOW IN THIRD PRINTING... 


“THE TRIAL 
OF 
MARY TODD 

LINCOLN” 


By James A. Rhodes and Dean Jauchius 
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Casting News 


~ Coniinued from 





>» & Arena Guild 
( " ra€< Ove). 
’, MASS. 

sc, execut.ve 











a Psacharopou.os 
] fo oO uent companics 
i to b lin Ne or} 
] F i tions and ir 

\ by ap_ontment oniy. Mail 
I to and resume to Psacharop- 
( c/o Yale School of Drama, 
N il n 


CiTY, MICH. 

Cherry County riayhouse. Pro- 
Ruin Bailey, Spring Hull 
I ti 20; director, Bar- 


"$37 W. 22d St., N. Y. 


\ 
RAV URSE 


| ( 


I t Owen 


22 Viail photo aad resume to di- 
rr r. Equity company of 10, plus 
5 


WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


Oakdale Musical ‘Vheaire. Pro- 
d Ben Segal & Robert A 
Hiall; choreograp Peter Hamil- 
t Equ call for dancers May 
ll; mate, 10 a fomme, 11 a.m.; 
open cail i 12 p.m.; iemme 
] p.n W above Equity 
scale ($90 \ud_tiens at the Show- 
r Stu £50 Piehth Ave., N.Y 


WARRENSBURG, N.Y. 
Green sianson cheaire, Pro- 

d r, Perry Bruskin, 2 W. 46th 

969; choreog- 









1 r, Emil Frankel. Dancers 
v jazz and ballet background 
s t ca ». interested in con- 
tinuirng with company at end of 
seasor Contact producer for in- 
formation. Opera singer may mail 
photo d ssime ito produce! 


WESTEORO, MASS. 

Red Barn Theatre. Producer 

ll | 124 Remsen Si. Brook- 
1, N.Y menager, Wilfon E 


! t 
i ) 





ffert Planning 25 week Ssca- 
So! Mail phoi:o and resume of 
Broadway and stock credits to pro- 
a r. Casting direct and through 
WESTBURY, L.L, N.Y 
Westbury Music Fair. Producers 
Guber, Ford & Gross; general man- 
r, Marvin Krauss. Same as Val- 
le Forge Mu Fair, Devon, Pa 


ft avo 

WEST SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

Storrowicn Miusie Fair. Pyro- 
ducers, Guber, Ford & Gross; gen- 
eral manage Marvin Krauss. 
ame as Valley Forge Music Fair 
Devon, Pa e above). 

WILLIAMSTOWN, MASS. 

Williamstown Theatre Founda- 
tion exe director, Nikos 
Psacharopoulos. Same casiing pro- 
cedure as for Berkshire Playhouse, 
Sto I see above). 

WOODSTOCK, N.Y. 

Wood s.ock Playhouse. Director, 
Mail photo and 
director, c/o Westmin- 

Sth Ave. Presbyterian 
N.Y.C 





utive 
kbridge, Mass 


| nnolesc 
avid Sample 


ulMe to 





an me 
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FUTURE SHOWS 

“And So Farewell” (D). Pro- 
ducer, Norman Twain (no produc- 
tion office set 

“Before the Fall” (D). Pro- 
ducers, Betty Lee Hunt & Ira 

irker ‘no production office set). 

“Lend An Ear” (MR). Producers, 
Stephan Slane & Jenny Lou Law, 
(no production office set). 
Let’s Go Steady” (MC)—pro- 











Sa A ER 
bad MAY WINE FESTIVAL 
oe MAY 12 - MAY 17 tora 


RESTAURANT 


THE GOURMETS’R: 


hile i882 


NOCZVOVS 


110-112°EAST 14th STREET 
GR-7-4860 


park youre 
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ducer Edward Padula (1501 B 
way, LA 4-4850 


“rE 


Purging of Simon Madden” 














phy conditions, will cons‘der 
ving had ocd occupa 
it photo and resum 
J. Walter Thompson ad enc 
$20 1 ton Ave.; casting dire 
t I \ Peirce. Commercia 
l m fil applicat fo 
! photo d resume 





n, Chesley. Clifi 
agency, 420 Le 















































“The Show Will Go On”’ 


You can 


Producer, Norman i \ i erto ad 
above ( I Richard 
“Satin Legs Smith” (\1 P in] 
ducer, Warren Coleman, 729 Se amv Unto My Feet.” re! US 
enth Ave. lucer. D Kell 
“Skin Deep” (MC P | N 
P. R. B. Productions, S nd 1 f eon- 
SS \ ( itt 94 \ 
SHOWS IN REHEARSAI Lawre} Welk show (Plymo 
BROADWA\ \ r\ Seeking t 
“Nervous Set” (MC). P oo oe a 
Robert Lantz, 745 Fifth A ‘ haga tes ¢ oe 
OFF-BROADWAY . = mee 
é.merican Shakespeare Festival Ao te . 
Siraiford, Conn. 239 W. ¢ : : is pee’ 
“Buoyant Billions” cs 
ducers, People’s Theatre \ | LBC 
“Fallout” (MC). Produ = | 92 Cay 
vey Stuart & David T \I 7 es 
Renata Theatre ‘Took 1 relig 
“Father” (D) (REP), P i 
Living Theatre Prod YI K re es 1 
Sixth Ave., N. Y¥ V tin fro a 
“Leave It to Jane” (Mi 3 M : nd resume 
ducers, Joseph Baruh & I N. W. Ayer & Sons, Inc. ad 
Stephan, c/o Sheridan §& re ' L 7-5700: castins di 
Playhouse, Seventh Ave. and 41 gg Wallas Casti; fa 
st... Breck § ), available parts fo 
“Lysistrata ) yrett ural blondes o n 
tor, Day Tutt'e ith S - | with 1 1 or licht br } 
tre, 334 E. 74th St., N. ¥ ibo er le ol ( 
ciation with Neil Smit! No ad- abouts. Phone for appointment 
dre available National Sereen Service, 1 
“Once Upon a Mattress” R, Casti) Carl Ca 
Produc 5 ; od ard H Cu ; y and. composit f 
& Norris Houghton, c/o | 
theatre North Advertising, 6 F. 45th St 
- ° Castir Frank Higgins. Cast tro 
Pp 
SIGNED ae: A NJ 
BROADWAY Ir \ f consid 
Nervous Set: Arlene (¢ tior 
Florence Gassner, Don | Reach, MeClintion & Co., 505 
Janice Meshotf, Elvira’ P P Ave ting. Esther Latte 
garry Primus, David Sa D I esume accepted 
‘lose, Thomas Aldredge ( I ials; be 
OF ©-BROADWAY ged and ler] 
Caprice: Barbara Laagé¢ I sO young andr ure 
‘hic: Eileen Rodge I 1 for shampoo co Is 
Bass, Patty Ann Jackson, Ke Stakeout 6 half-hour fil 
srown . t ] in Flo: 
k g Th 
- ‘ s f perfo 
' a. ! oin to Filo 
Television Bob Barry Agency, 40 \ 
Ne ‘ ¥ ( I t ) ( i 
—_ - — = Wwe I 
. I 1 A e ‘ ] ) i 
Adams & Leigh Associate ; : 
West 46th St N. \ ‘The Verdict Is Yours,” wun: 
Merle Brown, accepting phi od room dramas. CBS 
resume of children fo aaa » Ep « Bore 
mercials. Mail to above Byron P casting contact. Lig 
“Blue Men,” CBS, C: Lunn. CBS, 524 W. 57th St. (do not 
tor, Alixe Gordin, Plaut Pr No open castir 1) dinne 
lions, 44 E. 53d St.. N.Y. Ca f Submit photo and res- 
director is interested 1 ume for consideration 
applicants in performance in pro 
fessional productions. Ma t : 
and resume, with details o ere 
and when appearing, so that Miss Ballet 
Gordin can attend Agents 
contact her secretary by mail a = 
he ; > addres 
ee ae niiiuttiends . Ballet lorence & yt genie De 
drama, CBS; producer, John Mc- 22f!S, C0 Music & "NY oo Avail 
Giffert. Submit photo and resume °7? “acison “Ave. ¥. 22. Avail 
for consideration. Nat Greenblatt WAGE De ee 
524 W. 57th St as auaemetaet tied dee 
Deta McCarthy Assoc., 515 Mad * Oin to@t 2 _ = 
ison Ave. Casting, Colin D'Arcy For tour of U. S 
Submit photo and resume fo n- ; Mail phovo and 
sideration. not apply in pet 
FCI Productions, Inc. Castin OVERSEAS 
director, Barbi Norris, 6 Fiftt Italian Ballet Co. Producer, 1 
Ave., N.Y. Cast mainly t ig \ Via Messina 9, Milan 
agencies, but maintains file for in- ile d € with thre ears pre 
dustrial and commercials Send I experience in Broad\y 
photo and resume by mai i ballet companies, send 
Formula Seven Productions, 16 pnoto and sume t 
Broadway, N.Y.; Room 904. Pro Company to tour Cen- 
ducer, Garvey Nelson. Aceeptin E e summer and fall 
photo and resume of general talent 
for tv films. Mail to above add! 
Grey Advertising, 430 Park Ave — Vera } 
Casting, Jim Kaye n photo E 
and resume by mail — j 
Huntington Hartford Agency N.Y.C. Opera Co., 130 W. = 
FE. 48th St.; casting director, Mar- St rn ( Prod J 
shal Migatz. Auditioning by ap- R W nsider mail a} 
ointment; applicants ma aft ‘ 1udition: send to above 
March 10, photo and resume P Ay cations may be 
“I,” filmed on location — CBS e above addre 
producer, Gilbert Ralston; casting 
through Marc Merson; address by 
mail only, Barbara Tuck, CBS, 524 ° 
| W. 57th St. Available parts: un- Industrial 
' usual types, interesting faces, good : 
Buick Industrial Show. M 
ect Star Lebowski Equi 
1 { nme singe! May 7 
Skytop Roon Staile! yt 
depend on NS _ * 
“Hood Milk.” Producers, Jack 
Mortor oductions chnoreog! 


MARVEL-CLEANERS 


212 WEST 35th ‘STREET 
LAckawanna 4-3326—7—8 


“sg bling 


Performance 2 


Pick-Up and Delivery — Same Day and Emergency Service 
UNSURPASSED Q! ALITY 





I Gaylord Call tor 
\GVA dancer-singers May 7, fron 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. at Showcase Studios 
950 Eight Ave., N. Y. Rehearsals 


Jam Handy Industrial Show. 
Producers, Jam Handy Produc 


tions; choreographer, Gene Bay- 
liss Equity call May 11 for 
dancers: male, 10 a.m.; femme, 11 


a.m Auditions at Showcase 
Studios, 950 Eighth Ave., N.Y. 
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As i France, he that it 
will respond to President de Ga 
and he thinks that the austere De 
Gaulle will emerge a new Queen 
Victoria, with the result that “it 
will once more be smart to ke 
good.”” But French film circles are 
wondering what this would mean to 
Brigitte Bardot and French inroads 
into the U.S. and other foreign film 


| marts if all this is to be so. 
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i ’ n Times-Mirror- 
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rel e next yea rf 
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! nal Book Publisher 
( o t held n Vienna 

~4-30 Some 1,000 pub- 
ym 26 countries will as- 
e New Hofburg Bldg. 
L'A s “Heller With a 
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AUTHENTIC 
DISHES OF INDONESIA 
COCKTAILS — DINNER i 
5PM-Midnight LATE SUPPER & 
Closed Mon. 
PL. 5-8090 
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242 EAST 58th ST. 





en eo 











PARP Dien. Cs. vas 


| 


Wednesday, May 6, 1959 





VARIETY 





CHATTER 


61 





Broadway 


Dan Davenport, N.Y. Warner | 


Theatre boss, grandfather for third 
time. 


Ira Gershwin in Cedars 


Lady” role in London May 25, her 
understudy filling in meantime. 
Loew's prexy Joseph R. Vogel 
was honored by the City of New 
York and the March of Dimes in 
ceremonies at Gracie Mansion yes- 


of terday (Tues.). Mayor Robert F. 


Lebanon Hollywood for his second | Wagner presented him with a spe- 
abdominal operation in 18 months. cial citation from the city and 
Condition reported “satifsactory.” | Claudette Colbert presented him 


New  Baum-Newborn 


agency | with 


the annual Humanitarian 


veepee on legit, Arnold Hoskwith, | Award of the March of Dimes. Eric 
flew over to gander the London, | Johnston, president of the Motion 


Munich and _ Viennese 
scene. 
Forrest Duke, VarRipTy corre- 


spondent in Las Vegas, underwent 
emergency treatment for kidney 
infection and just released from 
the hospital. 


theatre Picture Assn. of America, headed 


a list of motion picture executives. 


Las Vegas 
By Forrest Duke 
(DUdley 4-4660) 


Rex Smith, writer and veepee| « ppe Ajiegros” a hit in the 
emeritus | of American Airlines Thunderbird founge. 
ery in Memorial Hospital last Nat Hart, Flamingo -~ ge d’ 
wate. for —- ae. ag ae 
Martha Raye motoring with “4 a 2 VSR Sees os Tae 
husband to reopen the Beverly) e , eee 
Club. New Orleans, once a Phil! Art Brick resigned as entertain- 


Kastel-operated sub rosa gambling 
casino with nitery appurtenances. 

Jennie Grossinger to receive an 
award for meritorious service from 
the National Foundation for Mus- 
cular Dystrophy at its annual 
luncheon May 16 at the Park Lane 
Hotel 

Windfall for a former film-stage 
musical star is the several apart- 
ments she sewed up on long-term 
leases, under rent-controlled terms, 


and which she is now subletting 
to show biz friends. 

Harmonica virtuoso (and later 
French film-tv producer) Borrah 
Minevitch, who died intestate in 
his Paris home in 1955, has a 
$25,248 U.S. tax claim against him. | 


His estate was appraised “not | 


worth over $7,500. 

Jean Sablon, having sold his 
ranch in Brazil and just in from a 
Montreal engagement, dickering 
to do “Say, Darling” in Paris. in 


French It's a backstage theme, 
with Johnny Desmond having 
created the Broadway role last 
season. 

Many show biz VIPs at the plush 
250-plus turnout, hosted by Eve 


and Stanley Garfinkel in the Car- 
naval Room of the Sherry-Nether- 
land on Sunday (3); turned out to 
be a surprise birthday party for 


the wk. Broadwayite-broker’s 
wife. 

Fourth daughter of Stanley 
Fuchs, co-owner of Lobster off 


Times Sq., has been named Debo- 
rah Max, the Max for his late 
father Fuchs is a frequent in- 
vester in legit productions and ex- 


tensively acquainted with the pro- | C | Ge 
-~ | utural Genter 


fession. 

Dame Margot Fonteyn, the Brit- 
ish ballerina who figured in Pana- 
manian political intrigue through 
charges that her husband was plot- 
ting to overthrow his government, 
becomes the first femme since 1926 
to receive an Oxford Univ. honor- 
ary degree of Doctor of Music, 
when she is presented with the 
degree on June 24 next. 

Anna Sosenko “poured” over the 
weekend for an international group 
in her C.P. West penthouse to 
launch her legit bow as producer of 
Irving Stone’s “The Passionate 
Journey,” which is Paris-localed 
and which Doubleday will reissue 
next fall to coimcide with the 
dramatization of the novel. 

Gerard Willem van Loon flew to 
see his German agent, Annie Ca- 
pell (MCA), in Munich, in connec- 
tion with his new comedy, 
“Dodo,” which Felix Bloch Erben 
plans producing for the German- 
speaking stage. Van Loon also 
scouting material ‘his second trip 
for this purpose) on the biog of his 
father, the late historian, Hendrik 


Wiilem van Loon 
A midwest industrialist who, last 
year, paid Hammer Galleries 


$85.000 for a Renoir, last week 
came back and bought a -Dufy 
for $16,000 and, en route out, spied 
a little charcoal sketch of a cat 
by Pegeen 


special'zes in feline subjects. He 
wanted that, too, and so Victor 
Hammer's bill to him now reads 
$16,075 

Jo (Mrs. Phil) Regan due im this 
weekend to join her singer-hus- 
band who is powwowing with 


United Steelworkers of America 


prexy David J. McDonald during | 
the latter’s Gotham sojourn on new | 


& Ed) Fitzgerald, who | 


labor negotiations with the steel | 


industry. The Regans make thcir 
first European hegira June 19, tak- 
ing their airconditioned Cadiliac 
over to drive leisurely on the Con- 
tinent. 

Lou Wilson, of Ashley-Steiner 
agency, to London Friday (8) to 
attend Julie Andrews’ wedding to 
scenic designer Tony Walton, 


ment director of the Golden Nug- 
get. In the future, Bill Green will 
book the shows. 

Bill Miller to Japan where he 
joins Shirley MacLaine and Steve 
Parker, there lining up an Oriental 
|revue for Miller’s Venus Room at 
the New Frontier. 

Libby Jones, exotic peeler in the 
Dunes Minsky show, lectured to 
the women's Las Vegas Exchange 
Club on “Insolence of the Ameri- 
‘can Female.” 

Silver Slipper had a “Burl Ives 
Night” and invited all the Strip 
celebs. Slipper top banana Hank 
Henry and Ives were in “This Is 
The Army” together during the 


war. 
. 
Palm Springs 
By A. P. Scully 
(Tel: FAirview 4-1828) 
Bill Pettit at the Rossmore 

| Frankie Ortega played “77 Sun- 
set Strip” at Ranch Club. 

Jimmy McHugh’'s Golden 
get Ball netted Desert 
$6,000. 

Roberta Linn has a new Coral 
record and is returning to town to 
make another. 

Gala dinner at Howard Manor 
for Fred Waring and femme. Fred 
MacMurray, June Haver and Eddie 
Shipstad among those there. 

J. Fred Coots, in a checked coat 
loud even for this town. listening 
to sounds for “The Girl From Palm 
Springs” which he is composing to 
Ogden Nash's lyrics 


Nug- 
Hospital 





a 
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advice on the national effort to 
collect the huge bankroll. Dowling 
has submitted a plan on his own 
to President Eisenhower. suggest- 
ing that the fund campaign be na- 
tional in every respect, with the 
hope that 
would contribute. 

The advisory chairman explains. 
“If some one walked in and offered 
to finance the entire center, I'd be 
against taking it. I want Americans 
throughout the nation to have a 

| financial! part in this venture.” 

At the advisory commitiee meet- 
ing, Dowling appointed a “concept 
subcommittee” to begin “immedi- 
ately” to appraise the detailed 
needs of the center, so that archi- 
tects can be given specific require- 
ments for stages, scating, number 
and types of auditoriums, etc. 

The group includes Reginald 
Allen, Lineoln Center for the Per- 
forming Arts executive director, 
chairman; Donald Kirk David. 
Committee of Economic Develop- 
ment chairman; Herman D. Kenin, 
American Federation of Musicians 
president; Stewart Louchheim, 
Philadelphia Academy of Music 
prez; National Symphony conduc- 
lor Howard Mitchell; philan- 
jthropist Marjorie Post May; 
| Joseph Pendergrast, National Rec- 

reation Assn. executive direcior, 
and composer Richard Rodgers. 

Significantly, Dowling said he 
will also appoint a finance subcom- 
mittee. Originally, money-raising 

| Was to be handled exclusively by 
the trustees. It now appears that 
Dowling’s advisory committee, 
which, unlike the trustees, includes 
people nationally prominent in the 


performing arts, will be included | 


in a single-effort financing cam- 


| paign. 
| Dowling said that the chairman 


of the finance subcommittee hasn't 
been selected yet, but the pos- 


a | Sibility appears to be that he may 


childhood sweetheart, on Sunday | take on the assignment himself. 


(10). The newlyweds fly back to 


Dowling met reporters, interest- 


Hollywood pronto on combination | ingly, in the White House office of 


honeymoon and 
Jack Benny’s 
spec. 


her guester on| Presidential Press Secretary James 
May 23 CBS-TV/|C. Hagerty, 
She resumes her “My Fairjextra importance to the event. 


apparently to give 


50,000,000 Americans | 


London 


(COVent Garden 0135/6/7) 


Geoffrey Drake signed by Carl | 


'Foreman as art director for “The 
Guns of Navarone.” 

Anthony Nelson Keys appointed 
by Hammer Productions as general 
manager of its Bray Studios. 
| Mrs. Olive Dodds, direetor of 
artists for the Rank Organization, 
is leaving the company after 14 
years of service. 

Alexander H. Cohen planed back 
to N. Y. last weekend after a three- 


week gander at legit scene here’ 


| and on the Continent. 

| Following his visit to Cannes for 
the Film Festival, M. J. Frankovich 
| will head for Yugoslavia for hud- 
,dles on international productions. 

Steve Broidy and Norton Ritchey. 
Allied Artists toppers, due in later 
this month for an Associated Brit- 
ish-Pathe sales convention at which 
Macgregor Scott will preside. 

Cantinflas, currently on a talent 
prowl in London, made a presen- 
tation to the millionth patron to 
see “Around World in 8&9 Davs” at 
the Astoria last Wednesday (29). 

Alan Fairley, accomnanied by 
his wife Roma Fairley ‘tv person- 
ality and director), sailed for N. Y. 
on the Queen Mary last Thursday 
30). He’s joint chairman of Mecca 
Cafes. 

Orson Welles, due in London 
this week, has had to cancel out 
because of doctor’s orders. He was 
expected at Pinewood to complete 
soundtrack work on “Ferry to 
Hong Kong.” 

Columbia has acquired distribu- 
tion rights to “The Rov and the 
Bridge.” a new British produet‘on 
filmed last year by Kevin MeClory 
| and his partner in Xanadu Preduc- 
tions, Iver Bryce. 

Frankie Vaughan, currently 
heading bill at the Palladi»m. is to 
jreceive a_ silver-mounted baton 
from the Musical Directors’ Assn 
which it gives annually to the art- 
ist it most admires. 

David Pelham tossed a party last 
night (Tues.) in the Cock Tavern 
in Fleet Street ‘London's news- 
paper row) following the preem of 
the new John Osborre musical, 
“The World of Paul Slickey.” in 
which the central character is a 
columnist. 

Richard Todd, a Syms, John 
Mills, George Baker ard Paul 
Massie head the Associated British 
star contingent which is poing to 
the Cannes Festival next week 
Cc. J. Latta, D. J. Goodlatte ard 
Macgregor Scott will represent the 
corporation brass. 


Paris 


By Gene Moskow't? 
(66 Ave. Breteuil: SUF. 59-20) 
“The Journey” (M-G) in for split 
reviews and probczble ckay biz. 


First-run Champs-Elysees film 
theatre, the Normandie, may be- 


come a music hall next seeson. 

Claude Autant-Lara will make 
“The Fifth Commandment” with 
Raoul Levy producing for Co'um- 
bia next season. 

Louis Malle’s sexational “Les 
Amants” has been forbidden show- 
ing in Japan and is having troubles 
with Yank customs authorities. 

Edwige Feuillere will co Alex- 
andre Dumas’ “The Lady of the 
Camelias” at Theatre De Paris for 
30 performances next season to 
keep her rights to the piece intaci. 

Albert Camus’ adaptation of 
Feodor Dostoyevsky’s “The Pos- 
sessed” will be the French legit 
pa at the Venice Theatre Fest in 

uly. 

Manila Folk Dance Treure from 
Philippines into an extended run at 
the Theatre Des Champs Elysees 
after a hit fourday appearance at 
Sarah Bernhardt Theatre as part 
of the Theatre of Nations season. 

Several legit reprises in for lat- 
ter part of season with Lou's Ver- 
'neuil’s “Le Train Pour Venise” at 
the Michel, Plaute’s “Les Cartha- 
ginois” at the Vieux Colombier 
and Maurice Hennequin’s “Mon 
Bebe” at the Varietes. 

Reported here that Charles 
Chaplin will resurrect his famed 
tramp figure in a color film leter 
this year. Also that Harry Bela- 


| 


| 


fonte will play the Russo author | 
Alexandre Pushkin in a Yank film | 


he will personally produce with the 
noted Swedish director Ingmar 
Bergman directing. 


| Philadelphia 


By Jerry Gaghzn 

(319 N. 18th St.; Locust 44848) 

Jimmy Durante will play his 
second engagement here this year 
at Palumbo’s, Sept. 24. 

Pat and Herbert Fawcett pacted 
by Leopold Stokowski to play next 
season with his Houston Symphony. 

Joey Adams and Al Kelly will 
head the opening show at the 
Fountainhead, New Hope, Pa. 


‘mar’s attack was that 


his solo debut with the Seft)ement 
Music School last week, signed 


| with Columbia Records. 


Chotzi Foley, one of the stripping 
trio in “Gypsy,” was known here 


as Charlotte Foley, a fopmer show- | 


girl in Latin Casino Line. 

Tillie Lockman, owner of C'est 
La Vie, leaves for Paris late in 
May to enroll for a sixweek course 
at Maxim’s cooking school. 

Dave Miller, head of Somerset 
Stereo Fidelity Records, inked the 
London Philharmonic Symphony 
to a two-year pact. 

Dave Dushoff and Dallas Gerson, 
co-owners of the Latin Casino, 
flagship of the local niteries. re- 
newed the lease for additional five 
years. 

Milton Garner, South Jersey 
drug chain operator, long active 
with the Neighborhood Players, 
moving up into the big leagues 
next season with a musical version 
of “Cyrane” for Broadway. Band- 
leader Jose Melis will do score. 











Atkinson 
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in line with her criticism of him 
on her “Dorothy and Dick” mor- 
ning radio series last year, afier 
he had panned “Body Beautiful,” 
a Broadway musical co-produced 
by her husband, Richa‘d Kollmer 
The general slant of her and Koll- 
the Times 
critic is “destructive” and “senile.” 

In connection with Atkinson's 
supposedly iminent retirement, 
there has been rumor that he plans 
to buy a house in Puerto Rico, with 
the idea of wintering there and 
summering at his place near Dur- 
ham, N. Y. The reviewer says that 
he did see an.attractive house in 
San Juan, during his recent visit to 
Puerto Rico, and that it would 
probably be a good investment. He 
emphasized, however, that he has 
no intention of acquiring the place 

News stories from several south- 
ern cities recently indicated that 
Atkinson planned to come there to 
cover “The Kids,” a new play by 
Charles Best, being produced in a 
number of regional and colleze 
theatres under the sponsorship of 
the Southeastern Theatre Confer- 
ence. 
tions to cover the show, he had 
already declined when reports that 
he would attend were published in 
various southern towns. 

After panning a recent Broadway 
show, Atkinson was visited hy the 
debut-producers, who told him 
they had been informed that he'd 
been smiling and _ seemingly 
pleased during the first act of the 
first-night perfermance, but had 
been seen scowling significantly as 
he returned to his seat afier the 
intermission. The two tyro pro- 
ducers had also been told that after 
the premiere of “J.B.” last fall, the 
Times critic had gone backstage 
to congratulate the actors and ex- 
press the prediction that the Archi- 
bald MacLeish drama would te a 
hit. (He gave the show a rive.) 

Both reports were baseless, At- 
kinson told his visitors. He never 
goes outside and rarely even leaves 
his seat during intermissions, he 
explained, and as for going back- 
stage after the “J.B.” preem, he 
has never done such a thing in his 
life. 

How do these fantasies get 
started? Atkinson only shakes his 
head in bafflement. 
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Season of Choice 


teel southerner who gives up his 
dream-girl cousin to wed a socially 
inferior local hussy. Although he 
prospers in business he longs for 
his childhood sweetie, who has 
meanwhile gone off to live it up 
in Paris. She finally returns, the 
hero is now re-anchored unhappily 
at home by his daughter's alliance 
with another low-born townsman. 


Charles Bowd<i's staging accents 


| the emotionalism of the script, and 


| 


the settings of Will Steven Arm- 
strong add lush atmosphere. Doug- 


las Watson plays the self-sacrific- | 
ing southerner agreeably, 
von Furstenberg stalks around the | 
|} small stage and speaks in what's | 
apparently intended as su try dis- | 


Betsy 


illusionment, Mary Alice Bayh is 
the resentful mother, nitery organ- 
ist Ethel Smith plays a hysterical 
member of the menage, and Collin 
Wilcox is appealing as the smitten 


Rudy Vallee served as host at | daughter. 


opening 
Field's split-level 
Petti Arms, Media. 


showcase, the 


of Crown Room in Jack | 


“Season of Choice” doesn't offer 
much for cff-Broadway, however. 
(Closed April 18 after seven per- 


Pianist Lee Luvisi, who made! formances.) 


Although he received invita- | 


Hollywood 


Oliver Unger in from Gotham. 

Stanley Kramer returned from 
Hawaii. 

Rhonda Fleming off to Cannes 
Film Festival. 

Ira Gershwin underwent major 
surgery. 

Irving Lazar to Paris for story 
huddles with Darryl F. Zanuck. 

Carole Costello, Lou's offspring, 
joined Desilu Workshop Theatre. 

Warren “Billy” Wilson joined 
Vy Barry Agency as talent rep and 
producer. 

Axel Nissen ankled post of biz 
manager of Goldwyn Studios after 
25 years. 

Jack Lemmon heading for second 
European junket to bally “Some 
Like It Hot.” 

Jack Donahue steps up from 
assistant sales manager to national 
sales chief at KTLA. 

Arthur DeTitta, Coast head of 
Movietonews, eleeted prexy of Cal- 
ifornia Press Photographers Assn. 

Helmut Dantine abandoned 18 
vears of acting to join Joseph M. 
Schenck Enterprises as veepee. 

Millie Gusse swings from Hecht- 
Hill-Lancaster to CdS-TV casting 
director on “Twilight Zone.” 

American Cinema Editors toss 
annual awards presentation cere- 
menies May 20 at Beverly Hills 
Hotel * 

George Stevens, father and son, 
to Cannes to attend showing of 
“Diary of Anne Frank” at festival 
there. 

Hoot Gibson 
Mirisch Co 


talking deal with 
to join a caravan tour 


ct U.S. and Canaaa to bally “The 
Horse Soldiers.” 
Walt Whaley returns to Revue 


Productions to repiace Jerry Bloom 
as casting director, latter moving 
over to Warner Bros, TV in same 
post. 


\Welaware 74984) 
The Cloister, Rush Street nitery, 
incepted Sunday afternoon jazz 
parties. 


Gertrude Bromberg, pressagent 


for “Music Man,’ ino N.Y. for 
meetings. 

George Simon, ex-Vartety and 
MCA, now special rep of the posh 
new Executive House 

Jesse Chinich, western sales 


manager for Buena Vista, in town 
caliing on circuit heads, 

Harry Goldstein of Aliied Art- 
ists here for prelim exploitation of 
“Al Capone,” opening May 7 at 
Toads Cimesiag. 

George Jessel being feted by a 
Chicago group Sunday (10) at a 
$100 a plate dinner on occasion 
of his 50th anni in shew biz. 

British actor Murray Matheson 
is guest star in Goodman Theatre 
production of “Imaginary Invalid,” 
opening May 8 for fortnight. 

Clark Theatre kicking off its 
annual 10-day festival of - film 
classics on Friday ‘8) with pix dat- 
ing back to as early as 1925, among 
them “Alexander Nevsky” and 
Rudolph Valentino in “The Eagle.” 

Paul Burkowsky brought in from 
N.Y, as general manager for both 
of Herb Rogers’ Highland Park 
summer theatre:. George Hirst 
signed as musical director and Gus 
Giordano as choreographer. —Bill 
Krott again is director. 





| Rome 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Stampa Estera; Tel 675906) 
Lauren Baca!l through Rome on 

way to London. 

Edward G. Rebinson to Venice 
afier Florence and Rome. 

Walter Chiari signed for five 
weekly stints on RAI-TV net. 

Guido Giambaritalomei to Paris 
to discuss French release of his 
production, “Tutti Innamorati.” 

Vittorio Gassimann’s last TV 
show in the “Mattatore’ series, 
scheduled for 99 minutes, lasted 
over two hours. 

Lana Turner announced here as 
future star oi pic called “Solitude,” 
said to be an Italo-Spanish-Ameri- 
can co-production 

Louis Armstrong appeared on 
RAI-TV’s musical suow, “Il Musi- 
chiere” for benejit, during his 
Rome stay, part of European tour. 
Daniel Gelin ard Jacques Sernas 

from Paris for “Carthage in 
LUX Film — Gallone 

starting at Cinecitta 


in 
Flames,” 
production 
Studios. 
Fortunato Misiano, Italo pro- 
ducer, heads for U.S. soon to dis- 
cuss an upcoming project with 
Anthony Franciosa, with 1960 as 
target date. 
| New UFA product given big 
sendoff here via special screenings 
‘of clips from upcoming pix (Dino 
|DeLaurentiis handles in Italy) at 
Fiammetta Theatre. 
| Anita Ekberg, currently in U.S., 


|} due back in stome May 18 for dub- 
bing stints for her “rhe Sweet 


Life” for RIAMA Fiims. Has offers 
for two more Italian pix 
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- Eugene Castle in Texas Speech 
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{took an option on the play and | Cahill, in reply to Young's charges | —— 


| with a subsequent rewrite it even- | regarding songwriter suits against | 


| tually reached Broadway as “A 
| Hole in the Head.” 

| Following a successful Broadway 
run, it was acquired by Capra and 


is now the chief proponent for the! dentally, is married to the daugh-| Sinatra for $200,000 plus 5°% of 


importation and exhibition of a 
veritable river of Soviet propa- 
ganda films into the United States. 
The three American government 


officials I have just named should | 


be placed on Khrushchev's payroll. 
Their actions serve the Red mas- 
ters of Godless Russia and not the 
safety and security of the Amer- 
ican people. 

Re Paul Robeson 

“A foretaste of what lies ahead 
is the recent disclosure that a film 
on the life and work of Paul Robe- 
son, leftist American Negro singer | 
and actor, has just been completed 
in the Soviet Union. 

“With the White House officially 
enunciating a policy of welcoming 
Soviet-made films and with the 
U.S.LA. promoting their widest 
possible exhibition in the United 
States, it will only be a question or 
time when such pietures heroizing 
American subversives will make 
their appearance in our motion 
picture theaters.” 

Castle declared, quote: 

“Khrushchev scored a smashing 
victory when, on Jan. 27, 1958 fol- 
lowing three months of negotia- 
tions, a Cultural Exchange Agree- 
ment with the Soviet Union was 
signed in Washington, by the late 





| ter of Sol Hurok, impresario who 
_ brought the Bolshoi Ballet to this 
country. 


Yank Called Spy 
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after Unita’s 1959 series on him, 
wherein he was called a U.S. spy; a 
secret agent who allegedly utilized 
his journalistic profession to shield 
his political activities; a personal 
representative for then President 
Truman to send arms to Sicily, 
and make that island revolt against 
Italy and “become the 49th State”; 
that he allegedly aided the bandit 
Giuliano in accomplishing his acts; 
that Stern had personally given the 
orders to assassinate 18 women and 
children in what was called the 
“Pian della Ginestra” massacre 
(which allegedly almost resulted in 


the Italo government falling), and | 


on which the Commies had spec- 
ulated. 

Stern previously sued and won 
in criminal court, sending some of 
the Unita people to jail but an 
amnesty was called and they were 
later freed. He then sued in the 
civil courts, the case being con- 
firmed up to the top tribunal with- 





Soviet Ambassador Z. N. Zarubin 
and U.S. Under Secretary of State | 
William S. B. Lacy. The pact pro- | 
vided for the exchange of motion | 
pictures, radio and TV programs, | 
visits by delegates from industry, | 
agriculture, public health and | 
sports; civic, youth, student and | 
professor groups; exchanges of | 
scientist publications, ‘artistic per- 
formers’ exhibits, scholarships and 
medicine. 

“Actual exchange of these things 
is nowhere as complete as the list- 
ing makes it appear, for the rea- 
son -that so-called ‘cultural ex- 
change’ with the Soviets is not 
cultural exchange at all. 

“The assumption that the Soviet 
Union with its police state regi-| 
mentation of its people could enter | 
into this program in good faith | 
was naive.” | 

Inflation Fears 

In a long speech ranging over 
many subjects and hammering on) 
the menace of inflation about | 
which he implied Conservative | 
senators were approximately as in- 
different as their liberat-brethren, 
Castle reaffirmed his conviction | 
that the American “propaganda” | 
overseas is “amateur” in planning 
and staffing. Further quote: 

“Ambitious and self-serving 
Washington policy-makers con- 
tinue to pursue Red Russia with 
their sophomoric schemes for cul- 
tural interchange which actually 
means Soviet infiltration of our 
country. This infamous agreement 
that helps the Soviets and hurts 
America should be cancelled at 
once 

“The United States Information 
Agency, originally established to 
tell the truth about our country to 
foreigners, has degenerated into 
a transmission belt that is bringing 
an avalanche af made-in-Moscow 
propaganda into the United States 
upon a scale never before permit- 
ted, nor even dreamed of.” | 

Lief: Gotta Match Soviets | 

Arthur Lief, American guest | 
conductor of the Bolshoi Ballet, is | 
urging an allout cultural campaign , 
by the U. S. in behalf of inter- 
national goodwill. Lief called upon} 
President Eisenhower to set aside 
$100,000,000 for the establishment | 
of an American Arts Council for | 
music, drama and the dance. He | 
said: ‘We must recognize once and 
for all that we are embarked’ on a| 
cultural race with the Soviet 
Union. Art products are of enor- 
mous propaganda value far beyond 
the money they cost.” 

Lief noted that the $12,000,000 
spent annually by the Soviet gov- 
ernment to support the Bolshoi 
Ballet has been “returned tenfold 
through the international prestige 
gained by the renowned dance 
company.” The conductor made his 
summons for a broad cultural of- 
fensive coincidentally with his 
launching of a new orchestra, the 
N. Y. Chamber Symphony, at Town 
Hall, N. Y.,-Sunday (3). 

Lief stated that the spread of 
classical disks has resulted in a 
greater sophistication of the U. S. 
public to modern music. He in- 
cluded the works of Mel Powell, 
Gunther Schuller and Ned Rorem 


out possibility of future appeal. It 
was sent back to the present court 
for assessment of damages only. 
This is where the above cash award 
(U.S. tax-free) was made. 

Stern states that for the first 
time in his qjournalistic ‘‘expose” 
career he had been on the opposite 
side of a suit, ie., as a plaintiff. He 
observes that, perhaps, winning so 
many cases wherein he was de- 
fendant gave him the necessary 
know-how to win a suit for himself. 
He never lost any of the cases 
wherein he was defendant. 

Stern and Samuel I. Newhouse 
are eyeing purchase of the Rome 
Daily American or, failing a deal 
there, may start their own English- 
speaking daily here. Present Daily 
American management reportedly 
is interested in some kind of a deal 
but doesn’t want to relinquish 


| 100% control to Stern-Newhouse. 
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bral’ actor who'll actually look for 
that kind of script.” 

This was by way of a compliment 
for his partner in Melville Produc- 
tions, Gregory Peck. Bartlett is a 
v.p. of Melville and he’s written 
many of Peck’s pictures, including 
the memorable “12 O'Clock High.” 

“When you come to think of it, 
dialog is the most difficult thing 
to inflict on an audience,” he said 
“It must first be absorbed, and 
then the image must be created. 
It’s a trying process at best. Of 
course, the camera in itself can do 
marvelous things. It’s incredible 
what a good actor can convey with- 
out a line of dialog.” 

Bartlett opined that too many 
directors had a tendency to inject 


| themselves into the projection of 


scenes, robbing actors of their own 
interpretations before the camera. 
“A good director has to be prima- 
rily a keen observer with an unerr- 
ing ear and a good pair of eyes,” 
he said. “Experienced actors will 
try to understand his problems and 
work with him.” 

As for the writers in Hollywood, 
Bartlett admitted, ‘we still have 
hacks, but we also have that in- 
trepid little group who won't sell 
themselves down the river. In fact, 
those who have survived are, if 
anything, more stubborn than they 
used to be. I feel there’s a new re- 
spect for the writers at the studios. 
That has changed the picture. They 
used to think of us as intellectual 
bellhops. They’ve now learned that 
the script is an important, possibly 
the most important, part of the 
picture.” 
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critics. 

Garson Kanin, reading the re- 
views, telephoned Schulman and 
asked him if he could convert the 
teleplay to a Broadway vehicle. 


Schulman replied. In association 





n his kickoff concert. Lief, inci- 


with Robert Whitehead, Kanin 


received accolades from the tv | 


“I just happen to have one ready,” | 


the 
60% 
| for writing the screenplay. After 
| Witnessing a preview of the film, 
|}a completely new version, Schul- 
man felt that his association with 
{the property had at last come to 
jan end. However, with the film 
just about 
lease ,it was suggested that a novel 
based on the film would provide 
a promotional assist. Schulman 
volunteered to write the book and 
in 10 days delivered to Gold 
Medal, a paperback publisher, a 
completed novel which, Schulman 
contends, contains material not to 
|be found in any of the previous 
| versions. Having written “A Hole 
in the Head” as a one-act play, two 
full-length plays, a teleplay, a 
screenplay, and a novel, Schulman 
|is wondering what possible ver- 
sion he will be called on to pro- 
vide next. 


profits. 


tion with “Hole,” Schulman has 
| found the time to write numerous 
{tv plays, and the screenplay for 
Hal Wallis’ “Wild Is the Wind.” 
He is presently occupied writing 


a new screen version of Edna Fer- | 
| cussions with the union have thus} 


ber’s “Cimmaron” for Metro and 
an original tentatively titled “Win- 
ter Crossings” for Stanley Donen 
via Columbia. 





| RCA 
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into something of a “One Man's 
Family” by attributing “hidden 
nepotism” to David Sarnoff, the 
chairman of the board of the Radio 
Corp. of America. 

Not ‘Couth’ 

At times their behavior resem- 
bled that of brawlers in a Yukon 
saloon with standing mikes being 
hurled to the floor and impreca- 
tions reverberating in the 
studio. Miss Parker charged one 
stockholder with 
|tramp and on another occasion 
| she “accused” John T. Cahill, gen- 


}eral counsel of RCA, of having 
'graduated from Harvard Law 
School, 


During much of this coster-mon- 
gering, the RCA management man- 
aged to behave much in the man- 
ner of a Harvard Business School 
Seminar but the constant squawks 
from the Parker-Young set that the 
chair was out of order brought 
cries from other stockholders that 
they be thrown out of the meeting 
room and that the regular order 
of business be resumed. 

Miss Parker, said to own one 
share of RCA stock, came prepared 
to read a nomination statement as 
a candidate for the board of direc- 
ors. The statement said she was 
going to turn the spotlight on nep- 
otism at RCA and NBC and, among 
other things, was going to make a 
searching analysis of “the sum to- 
tal of monies paid to members of 
his (Sarnoff) family or relatives”; 
{the sum total of monies grossed 
by any organization with which 
the RCA chairman of the board, 
his family or relatives, are con- 
nected” and “the number and im- 
portance of distributorships owned 
by relatives or of which relatives 
own a piece and the reasons why 
these distributorships should not 
be owned by RCA?” 

But Miss Parker never had an 
opportunity to read her nominating 
statement since Cahill, beforehand 
described previous difficulties with 
them at other stockholder meetings 
and recent courtroom jousts in 
which Young had been slapped 
down by the judges. Cahill read 
the full Parker statement but it 
evidently made no impression on 
| the crowd, who by this time was 
growing bored with their heckling 
| activities. At various times, both 
| Young and Miss Parker rushed to 
‘the dais, shouting, “You are out 
| of order,” “this meeting fs illegal,” 
and ‘Where's the mike, stupid!” 


| league weren’t abusing either Sar- 
noff or Cahill, the former was 
| Shooting darts at Wilma Soss, an- 
other stockholder, who sided with 
;Management. “Shut up, you are 
paid by NBC!” Miss 


Schulman received | 
of the $200,000 and $75,000 | 


ready to go into re-| 


Despite the seeming preoccupa- | 


RCA, said the company would 
abide by the decision of the courts. 
|Cahill made it clear that Young 
‘behaved much in similar fashion at 
a recent CBS stockholders’ meet- 


ing. 
Asked to comment on NBC's role 


in present day broadcasting, Rob- | 


ert W. Sarnoff, chairman of the 
board of NBC, gave an upbeat pic- 
ture of what's ahead on both the 
radio-and tv fronts. He said the 
fall sales picture was extremely 
bright and that the web would be 
fully sold out by the start of the 
season. He _ saluted Robert E. 
Kintner, prexy of NBC and his 
aides, for an outstanding job, thus 
putting to rest some rumors about 
Kintner. 

Lewis Gilbert, an active stock- 
holder, asked David Sarnoff if NBC 
Radio was for sale. Sarnoff was 
emphatic in his reply: “NBC is 


{not for sale,” he said. “There has | 


been no discussion, no negotia- 
tion.” 

In answer to a query from a 
stockholder, the chairman of the 
NBC board, traced the genesis of 
the NABET walkout. Sarnoff’s 
statement went on to say that 
“NBC has consistently urged the 
| union to return to work and to 
invoke 
established by the contract 


Dis- 


, far made no progress.” He praised 


“the loyal and extraordinary ef- 
| forts” of NBC staff employees 


| who've been pitching in during the 

strike. He said NBC would con- 
tinue to use its ‘best efforts to re- 
solve the NABET dispute. 

In Burns’ report, NBC-TV was 
said to have achieved the largest 
dollar gain in time sales of all 
three networks, increasing its bill- 
ings by 11.3% over 1957. Gross 
billings, for the first quarter of 
1959 have run ahead of those in 
| the corresponding period last year. 
Burns said. NBC Radio, Burns 
added, scored a 15° increase in 
billings.-The company’s o&o radio- 
tv outlets upped their revenue by 
8% to rack up their best year, he 
reported. 











vast | 


labelling her a} 





quae Continued from page 23 =e 
Muriel Fox, vice president in 
charge of radio-tv, Carl Byoir and 
Associates, New York City; Helen 
Jensen, consumer service director 
of Western Beet Sugar Producers, 
Inc., San Francisco; Marion Annen- 
berg, promotion director of WDSU 
and WDSU-TV, New Orleans, La.:; 
Mary Pearl, director of Home Eco- 
nomics Dept. of the Food. Division 
of Heublein, Inc., in Burlington, Vt., 
and broadcaster on Stations WJOY, 
WDEV, WTIWN and WIKE. Other 
officers comprise the five area vice- 
presidents, 

AWRT'’s prosperous 15 lady sta- 
tion owners, most of whom are 
grandmothers, gathered together 
with Dorothy Bullitt, president of 
King Broadcasting Co. of Seattle 
and hashed over common problems. 
The percentage formulas which 
show up at the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission at renewal 
time are “useless” and “dishonest,” 
they claimed, “because everyone 
lies about them.” Ladies also de- 
plored remote ownership. With 
minor exception, they were luke- 
warm to editorial comment over 
the airwaves. 

The annual AWRT scholarship 
award went to 19-year-old Gay 
Paul of Pine Bluff, Ark., a junior 
at Lindenwood College, who re- 
| ceived $750 to be used to continue 
her studies in radio and television. 








Soviet Films 
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films selected under the agree- 
ment, 

| And the Soviets will not allow 
exhibition of the American pix 
under the agreement until show- 
|ings start here of their product. 

| Internal Revenue must decide 
| whether Sovexportfilm is either a 
| part of the Russian government or, 
|at least, is engaged in a govern- 


|}deal is concerned. If so, the tax 
| wouldn't apply. 

An adverse ruling could gum up 
the whole agreement, so long in 
|the making. The Administration 


the grievance procedure} 


| Fox 
| cuit facilities, including the mobile 
| screens and projectors, of the Tele- 





Es 
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April 11 audit, which also in- 
dicated that out-of-town tryout 
profit reduced the tal on the New 
York opening to $135,906. 

Kazan's 32'2°% slice of the 
profits is in return for his putting 
up $37,500 as a limited partner. 
That represents half of the total 
limited partnership contribution. 
The remaining half was put up by 
20 other backers, who, as prev- 
iously noted, share in 10% of the 
profits. It’s understood that Miss 
Crawford requested that a part of 
the production be made available to 
the investors, most of whom have 
backed her previous projects. 

“Bird,” currently in its ninth 
week at the Martin Beck Theatre, 
has been earning a weekly operat- 
ing profit $9,000-$10,000 on steady 
sellout business. That figure is ex- 
pected to level off ever‘tually at 
about $10,000 weekly. he film 
rights have also been purchased hy 
Metro for $150,000 down, plus $3,- 
500 weekly to a $400,000 ceiling. 
(The N. Y. Times recently quoted 
Williams’ agent, Audrey Wood, to 
the effect that the down payment 
was $250,000). 

As of the April 11 accounting, 
the unrecouped cost on the pro- 
duction was $84,894. Operating 
profit since then is figured to have 
reduced that amount to about $55,- 
000. Thus, on paper, the drama is 
already in the black since its 40° 
share, less 10% commissions, of 
the down payment from Metro 
comes to $54,000. 

Since the production looks set 
for a lengthy Broadway run, it also 
appears likely that Metro will have 
to pay out the full $400,000 on its 
purchase of the film rights. That 
would give the production another 
$90,000 as its 40° share, less 10° 
; commissions, of the $250,000 bal- 
ance on the deal. 


=e ~COntinued from page 1 Seed 
Milford, will supervise the produc- 
tion package. 

will utilize 




















the closed-cir- 


Prompter Corp 

Event marks the first entertain- 
ment package other than boxing 
offered on large-screen closed-tv 
in a number of years. Previous 
events included telecasts of Met- 
opera performances of an ANTA 
showcase. 





State Dept.'c Stance 
Washington, May 5 

Bolshoi appearance on tollvision 
locally does not bother State Dept. 
nor is it covered in cultural ex- 
change agreement. In_ general 
State prefers regular television but 
both pay-see and commercial 
would be ideal. State was on tail 
of Hurok at noontime Tuesday to 
ascertain facts not determined 
then. 

Ed Sullivan who complained in 
his column that Matty Fox of 
Skiatron was getting Bolshoi for 
toll, will be in Moscow himself 
with a variety program for three 
weeks starting August third and 
followed by three weeks of New 
York Philharmonic. State advo- 
cates radio or television exposure 
for American talent overseas and 
favors it here only as bargaining 
point. “Holiday on Ice” at Lenin- 
grad had its dress rehearsal tele 
vised to satisfaction of State. 
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|WOR’'s news bureau in Washing- 
| ton. 

| Signing up of Miss Rountree is 
seen as another step in WOR Ra- 
dio’s expected bowout as an affili- 
|ate of the Mutual network. Other 
{RKO Teleradio stations are ex- 
pected to disaffiliate when the MBS 
affiliation contract expires in Au- 
gust. 

Station, which programs news 
| heavily, has sent George Brown, 
| director of news and special events, 
}and Jim Scott, news analyst and 
| reporter, to Berlin prior to visiting 
|Geneva. At the conclusion of the 








When Miss Parker and her col-| mental capacity insofar as the film| Foreign Ministers Geneva confer- 


;ence, newsman Scott plans to jour- 
|ney to Warsaw for an interview 
with Polish Prime Minister Wlady- 
| Slaw Gomulka. Meanwhile, Brown 
}will journey to Rome, to NATO 


Parker |has no power to waive the tax. headquarters in Paris and to Lon- 


| Stormed at Miss Soss, who once|This would take an act of Con-| don for talks with political figures 
| worked for NBC as a commentator. 


| gress. 


jon the Cold War. 
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OBITUARIES 


ASHLEY DUKES ; 

Ashley Dukes, 73, playwright, | 
critic and producer, died May 4 in 
London, England. 

He began his career as a univer- 
sity lecturer in science, turning to 
the theatre early in the century. | 
He had been a drama critic for 
several publications between 1909- 
95. He was co-producer with Gil- 
bert Miller in the 1938 New York 
production of T. S. Eliot's “Mur- 
der in the Cathedral.” He pre- 
sented the work in 1935-36 at the 
Mercury Theatre in Londor. He 
was for many years director of the 
Mercury Theatre 

His best known work was “The 
Man With a Load of Mischief.” 
His listed publications ‘some being 
translations ef non-English works) 
include “The Youngest Drama,” 
“The Song of Drums,” “One More 
River,” “The World to Play With,” 
“The Fountain-Head.” “The Dumb 
Wife of Cheapside,” “The Mask of 
Virtue” and “Return to Danes 
Hill,” among others. 


MESSMORE KENDALL 


Messmore Kendall, 86, who built | 
the Capitol Theatre on Broadway | 


In loving memory of 


BELLE BAKER 


Your devoted companion, 


Jennie 








in 1919, died May 1 in Palm Beach 
of pneumonia. During his long and 
varied career, Kendall, who started 
out as a lawyer, was associated | 
with diverse activities. He was a 
leader in American patriotic or- | 
ganizations, an authority on 
George Washington, a _ publisher, 
theatrical producer, financier, and 
real estate man. 

Up to his death he retained an! 
apartment in the Capitol Theatre} 
Building (as previously did 
“Major” Edward L. Bowes) al- 
though he sold out his interests in 
the property to Loew's Theatres, 
operator of the house, about seven 
years ago. For a long time, he had 
been head of the operating com- 
pany of the Capitol, one of the 
first of the huge motion picture 
palaces. He acquired the property 
long before he decided what to do 
With it on the theory that the 


KAL BARRY KIRBY 


Unveiling of Monument 


In Treasured Memory 
May 10, 1959, 1 P.M. Sharp 
Riverside Cemetery, 
Rochelle Park, N. J. 





bloekfront on Broadway and 53d 
St. deserved improvement. 
Born in Grand Rapids, Mich. on 


Dec. 9, 1872. Kendall, in his auto- 
biography, “Never Let Weather 
Interfere,” published in 1956, re- 
called that he had been the 


founder of one of the first adver- 
tising agencies, the founder of an 
early public stenographic service, 
a page in the U.S. Senate, a super 
on the stage, a newspaperman in 
Colorado and a homesteader in 
Nebraska. He also served as a sec- 
retary to two Senators and a Rep- 
resentative in Congress. 

During the New York World's 


Willie Dunlay 


1954—1959 
Lovingly Remembered 
Sadly Missed 

Bessie 











Fair in 1939, he planned and fi- 
nanced Washington Hall and 
donated it to the fair as a shrine 
of American patriotism and served 
on the fair’s committee on patriotic 
activities 

Kendall was board chairman of 
the Bank of Palm Beach and Trust 
Co., president of the Playhouse 
Corp. of Palm Beach and a mem- 
ber of the advisory board of the 
Chemical Bank and Trust Co. of 
New York. He was a former exec- 
utive of publishing houses, includ- 
ing Rinehart & Co. and the old 
George H. Doran Co. He had also 
been a director of Loew’s. 

Surviving are his widow, a son, 


three daughters and six grandchil- 
dren. 





CLARK M. AGNEW 

Clark M. Agnew, 53, president 
of the New York television con- 
sulting and producing company 
bearing his name, died May 2 in 
Norwalk, Conn. 

A commercial illustrater, he was 
stricken in Bradenton, Florida, 
shortly after he had joined John L 
Douglas & Associates, advertising 
agency there as radio-tv director 
He studied at the Chicago Arts 
Institute, and for many years 
played clarinet with professional 
Dixieland bands in the Chicago 
area. 


With Neil O’Brien, he wrote the | 


book, “Television Advertising,” 
which was published last year. He 
also had been director of radio-tv 
for Donahue & Coe, ad agency. 
Among his tele creations was the 
series of “dancing pack” commer- 
cials for Old Gold cigarettes. He 
also did illustrations for many ma- 
jor national magazines. 

His wife and two sons survive. 





REGINALD ARKELL 

Reginald Arkell, 76, dramatist, 
lyricist, author and editor, died 
May 1 in Wiltshire, England. He 
wrote innumerable light verse for 
various publications and _ also 
edited the now-defunct magazine, 
“London Calling.” 

He was author—or part author— 
of many plays and musicomedies, 
notably “1066 and All That.” “The 
Blue Train” (with Dion Tither- 
adge), “Chelsea Follies’ (with 
Archie de Bear), “Paganani” ‘with 
A. P. Herbert), “Bridge Without 
Sighs” and “A Cottage In The 
Country.” 

Arkell contributed lyrics to many 
other musical shows, wrote several 
volumes of light poetry and pub- 
lished a number of novels. Among 
the latter was “Charley Moon,” 
recently adapted successfully as a 
film, starring Max Bygraves. 





PHIL BURTON 

Louis Samuels, 61, a retired ac- 
tor known professionally as Phil 
— died April 29 in New York 
‘ity. 

Born in England, he sang in 
minstrel shows there before com- 
ing to the U.S. He played the 
banjo in jazz bands in N.Y. and 
elsewhere in the U.S. before he 
and his wife, Elaine, formed the 
comedy team of Burton & Janet 
They played the Palace Theatre 
and vaudeville houses and niteries 
throughout the world for 16 vears 
They toured the Far East, Green- 
land and Alaska for the United 
Service Organization 
and retired three years ago. 

Besides his wife, four brothers 
and four sisters survive. 

. GORDON FLEMING 

Gordon Fleming, 55, composer 
for the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. and National Film Board 





| productions, died April 30 in Wind- 
sor, Ont. Some of his comoposi- | 


tions were also played by the 
Detroit Symphony and the Chicago 
Philharmonic. 

The night before his heart at- 
tack, he had completed a new 
piano concerto on which he had 
been working for some time and 
for which he was shortly to receive 
an honorary doctorate from the 
Royal Conservatory of Music, U 
of Toronto, where he received his 
education. 

Survived by an elder brother. 
Donald Fleming, who is Canada’s 
minister of finance. 





EDWARD LASKA 

Edward Laska, 75, a retired au- 
thor, composer and lyricist, died 
April 27 in New York 

He sold his first song, “Tulips,” 
in 1903. As a lyricist he collabo- 
rated with Jerome Kern on his 
first song hit, “How'd You Like to 
Spoon With Me?” He wrote the 
music and lyrics for hundreds of 
other songs. With the arrival of 
Prohibition he and Albert Von Til- 
zer wrote “The Alcoholic Blues.” 

Laska also wrote numerous pa- 
triotic songs during both World 
Wars and the Korean conflict. He 
was a charter member of ASCAP, 
and formerly was director of the 
Dramatists Guild and the Authors 
League of America. 


MRS. MARIE B. CURRIER 


Mrs. Marie (Glass) Buress Cur- | 


rier, 89, founder in 1919 of Mari- 
arden, one of the first summer 
theatres in the U.S., now the site of 
the Peterborough Players Theatre 
in Peterborough, N.H., died April 
30 in Tucson, Ariz. She spent 
summers in Peterborough and win- 
ters in Arizona. , 
During her operation of Mari- 
arden, noted American and English 


actors appeared there each sum- 


mer in Shakespearean plays. On 
one occasion, Eugene O'Neill's 
“Emperor Jones” was also pre- 
sented at the theatre with the play- 
wright attending. 





EDWIN M. TANSILL 





|of American Federation 
cians, died April 26 in Washington. 


in 1953-54, | 





Edwin M. (Ned) Tansill, 90, an 
organizer of Washington Local 161 
of Musi- 


A violinist and band director, he 
started the Washington local with 


late cornetist “Uncle Joe” Cald- 
well in 1901. 

Among other activities, he di- 
rected Tansill’s Military Band, 


which played at resorts near Wash- 
ington, and led the National Guard 
Band at presidential inaugurations 
from Grover Cleveland to Franklin 
D. Roosevelt. 

A son and a brother survive. 





GRAEME M. GILMORE 


exec with the Zimmer McClaskey 
ad agency in Louisville, was found 
| dead May 2 near his car in a down- 
town Louisville parking lot. / 
deputy coroner attributed death to 
a heart attack. 

With the ad firm for 11 years, 
Gilmore earlier was announcer and 
!econtinuity director of radio sta- 
tion WAVE for 10 years. He had 
a flair for creating commercial 
| jingles and made a number of them 
at a Louisville recording studio. 
| His w:fe and two sons survive. 
GEORGE H. DALRYMPLE 

George H. Dalrymple, 83, a con- 
cert manager and impresario, died 
May 3 in Hollywood, Calif. 

Known as a developer of young 
talent, he had taken artists to vari- 
ous parts of the U.S. and Latin 
America. He was the father of 
Jean Dalrymple, director of the 
New York City Center Theatre 
and Light Opera companies. 





His wife, son and daughter sur- | 


vive. 
RUDOLPH SANDERS 

Rudolph Sanders, 79, a pioneer 
in the film industry, died April 29 
in Miami Beach, Fla., as result of 
an auto accident. He headed the 
Sanders Theatre Corp. in Brook- 
\lyn, New York, at one time one of 
|Brooklyn’s largest film theatre 
chains, for more than 50 years. 

His wife, son, two daughters, 
three brothers and a sister survive. 


LILLIAN CASTLE 
| Lillian Castle, 94, early-day 
vaude actress and later in motion 
pictures, died in Los Angeles April 
24 after a brief illmess. She 
started her theatrical career as 
a child in Missouri. 
| During her later years in L.A., 
she organized the “Life Begins at 
80 Club.” 
LEE ROY BLEVINS 

Lee Roy Blevins, 52, co-founder 
of Kling Studios of Chicago, died 
April 30 in Indio, Cal., where he 
had made his home for the past 
four years. He most recently had 
been associated with the commer- 
cial art firm of Stephens-Brondi- 
deCicco. 

Wife and four children survive. 

RICHARD B. W. HALL 

Richard B. W. Hall, 62, public 
service director of station KLAC. 
died of a heart attack April 28 in 
Hollywood. He was worried at one 
time to Dorothy Schiff owner of 





the N. Y. Post. 

Surviving are his wife: a son. 
M. W. Hall, KLAC owner; and 
daughter. 

MARTELL 
Howard E. Powell, 74, ventrilo- 


quist known professionally as Mar- 
tell, died April 26 in Conneaut, O 
A ventro in vaude, he later man- 
aged restaurants in Youngstown 
and Warren, O. 

A sister survives, 


Mrs. Martin (Berdenia) Gruene- 
wald, 46, wife of the former man- 
ager of the Fuller and Capitol 
theatres in Kalaniazoo, Mich., died 
April 29 in that city. She was 
known in southwestern Michigan 
gan for her interest in theatre aec- 
tivities, having booked many tra- 
veling attractions and handling 
benefit shows for local organiza- 
tions. 


Mrs. Edythe May Clover Ostrom, 
79, concert pianist and founder and 
honorary president of the Chopin 
Society, died May 2 in New York, 
after a long illness. She was con- 
sidered a specialist in the inter- 
pretation of Chopin's works and 
founded the society in 1939. 


| William T. Kaleb, 48, production 
manager for Marschalk & Pratt, 
| Miami advertising agency and lo- 
cal subsidiary of McCann-Erickson 


jof New York, died April 26 in Mi-| 


;ami. He was in advertising pro- 
|duction for more than 31 years. 
} ; 


Mrs. Letitia F. Powers, 83, for- 
mer vaudeville performer, died 


Graeme M. Gilmore, 46, account | 


May 2 in Trumbull, Conn. The 
widow of Louis Powers, she was a 
member of the Powers Trio com- 
edy team which played the circuits 
for more than 25 years. 





lance photographer who conducted 
|a camera program on KQED-TV, 
died April 30 in San Francisco. 
|His wife, son and daughter sur- 
| Vive, 








Daughter, 21, of Bud Whaley, 
|former announcer and emcee on 
'KMAC and KEYL-TV, 
tonio, died there April 27 of in- 
juries sustained in an auto acci- 
dent. 





Troy Sanders, 58, a musical as- 
sistant at Paramount Pictures for 
two decades, died May 2. in Bur- 
bank, Calif., as result of injuries 
sustained while horseback riding 
His wife, son and daughter survive. 





Milo L. Green, 48, at Omaha, 
May 3. In the 1930s he owned and 
operated the Milo L. Green Play- 
ers, a summer .stock company in 
Corning, lowa. 





E. Graham Nickerson, 54, vice- 
president and assistant to the 
president of Compton Advertising, 
|Inc., a New York agency, died May 
2 in Bridgewater, Conn. 








Sy Bernard, 56, former cellist 
and ty contractor, died April 26 in 
| Hollywood. Wife, son and brother 
survive. 





| Son, 13, of actress Jeanne Robot- 
ham, died of leukemia April 26 in 
Hollywood. 








Ulrich Beetac, 62, member of 
Vienna’s Burg Theatre, died April 
23 in Vienna. 





Karl Kamann, 60, baritone with 
the Austrian state opera, died April 
19 in Vienna. 








Desmend Stafford, manager of 
| Casino Cinema, Glasgow, died re- 
cently in Rutherglen, Scotland 


Sen, 2. of tv writer Alvin Boretz, 
died April 30 in New York. 





—— 








‘Hot? Tops April 
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brought fresh bookings in others. | 


“Sound and Fury” (20th) took 
ninth place. 

“The Tempest” 
while “Mating Game” (M-G) 
copped 11th position. “Separate 
Tables” (UA) rounds out the Top 
12 list. 
and was helped by the Academy 


(Par) was 10th 


Awards. “South Pacific” (Magna) 
was the runner-up pic. It was 
eighth in March and seventh in 
February. 


New Product Uneven 


New product just getting started | 


was inclined to be spotty. “Thunder 
in Sun” (Par) looked fairly good on 
several initial playdates 
pulsion” (20th) indicated it 
do okay, showing enough in the 
final week of the month to land 
seventh spot in weekly ratings 

““Al Capone” (AA) looms as one 
of the biggest new grossers, with 
socko returns on first three engage- 
ments “Warlock” (20th), also 
new, did well enough to cop eighth 
place in final weekly ratings. 
“Naked Maja” (UA) was very un- 
even on first batch of dates. 

“World. Flesh and Devil” (M-G) 
was fine on its preem in Cleveland. 


would 


“Room at Top” (Cont.) was close} was reached 


to sensational on its first two play- 


dates. It had new highs on the 
first three weeks at the arty N. Y. 
Fine Arts “Count Your Bless- 
ings” ‘(M-G) was big on first week 


at N. Y. Music Hall. “Alias Jesse 


James” (UA) was inclined to be 
spotty on initial dates. 
“Diary of Anne Frank” (20th), | 


rated fancy in Chi and big in N. Y., 
was light in L. A. “Windjammer” 
(NT) did well enough to cop run- 
ner-up spot one week. It has fin- 


ished the bulk of its first-run dates 
“I Want To Live” | 


in bigger cities 
(UA) spurted on its Oscar to land 
a runner-up position one week 
“House on Haunted Hill” 
still managed some strong 
dates. “Auntie Mame” (WB) 
sturdy enough one week to 
classed as a runner-up pic 


(AA) 


was 
be 


| “Horse's Mouth” (Lopert) cashed | 


in on several 
during the month. 
Arms” 
category. 

“My Uncle” 
|seore nicely 


potent engagements 
“Stranger in 


(Cont.) continued 
smaller houses. 
(UA) 
A 


in 


| “Around World in 80 Days” 
continued its marathon run in L 
| where it’s now in 124th week. 


| tress-singer; 


San An-| 


It was second in March, | 


“Com- | 


play- | 


‘U) was in much the same | 


MARRIAGES 


Jo Sullivan to Frank Loesser, 
|New York, April 29. She's an ac- 
he’s the composer- 
| librettist. 


Charles M. Weymouth, 44, — Lilian Warmington to Lionel 


| Tertis, London, April 25. Bride is a 
| cellist; he is the 82-year-old viola 
| player. 

| Ruth Newburn Sedam to Carle- 
|}ton D. Smith, Swarthmore, Pa., 


| April 29. He is veep of NBC and 


general manager of web's Wash- 
ington stations. 
Nina Deutch to Solomon Hur- 


witz, Washington, May 3. He is 
public relations director of WGMS 


radio, Washington 
Connie Towers to Eugene Me- 
Grath, Bloomington, Cal., April 2. 


Bride’s a singer-actress. 

Ann Stewart to Peter Saunders, 
London, May 2. He is the producer 
of “The Mousetrap,” still running 
in London after mearly seven years, 

Sylvia Murphy to Charles Tem- 
pleton, Toronto, May 1. Bride is 
vocalist of CBS-TV “Music Mak- 
ers” series; he is interviewer of 
CBS-TV’s “Close-Up.” 

Vickie Janis to Chilton Ryan, 
|New York, April 18. Bride is an 
|actress-model; he’s with NBC's 
| production staff. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Hawkins, 
daughter, May 1, Rome. Hawk is 
VARIETY correspondent in Rome; 
this is his and Carmen's second, 
| the first was a son. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Gene Weed, twins, 
| son and daughter, Hollywood, 
April 26. Father’s KFWB deejay 
j}and an AFRS producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Champ Butler, 
| daughter, Northridge, Cal., April 
| 23. Father’s a singer ; 
| Mr. and Mrs. John McSweeney, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Cal., April 
23. Father's a film editor. 





Mr. and Mrs. Bert Fink, son, 
Hollywood, April 27. Father's a 
publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert de Gold- 


schmidt-Rothschild, son, March 28, 
Paris. Father has been an inde- 
pendent film producer; mother was 


a Parisian film critic before her 
marriage. 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Perlmutter, son, 


New York, April 22. Father's di- 
rector of public service programs 
at WRCA and WRCA-TV, N.Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Brown, twin 
sons, Edinburgh, April 28. Father 
is staffer on TV Guide, Edinburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Warren, daugh- 
ter, Chicago, April 30. Father is 
director of film programs at WGN- 
TV there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Fergu- 
son, son, Chicago, April 23. Father 
is on WBBM sales force in that 
city. 
|} Mr. and Mrs. Bob Collins, 
| Los Angeles, April 30 
film editor at ABC-TV. 





son, 
Father is a 


| Mr. and Mrs. George Cirotto, 
son, Kansas Citv, Mo., April 20. 
|Father is KMBC-TV_ announcer 


| David Andrews, his nom-de-mike. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Strauss, son, 
| New York, April 29. Mother is 
singer-comedienne Charlotte Raye; 
father is tv musical director. 





Loew's Gress 


Continued from page 3 eas 





$4.419.000 net; records and music, 
$6.636.000. for a $1,398,000 net 
Frors the theatre operation in 
the U. S. and Canada, including 
| New York radio station WMGM, 
there was a $23.484,000 gross and 
a net of $2.469.000. 
The final ret profit of $5,749,000 
after deducting for 
income taxes and other costs from 
the consolidated net of $12,949,000. 
This is the last report on the two 
divisions as one company. Hence- 
forth Loew's Inc. (whose nam vill 
be changed to Metro-Golu» m- 
Mayer Corp.) and Loew's Theatres 
| will report as two separate entities. 
Profit of $1.08 per share was 
based on the old number of shares 
which have now been divided be- 
tween the two companies, with 
2,668,388 outstanding for each con- 
cern. 





——— 


| Reeves Sounderaft 


=m CONtinued from page 3 Gees 
recording media such as magnetie 
tape, film and recording disks. 


Net sales for 1958, on a consol- 
idated basis, were $4,786,228, but 


consolidated net income declined 
from $232,224 to $105,829. The 


| company’s annual report indicates 

that its investment in Cinerama 
| Inc. is carried at the cost of $81,- 
184 although the current market 
|value of the holdings is approxi- 
mately $2,500,000. 
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Wednesday, May 6, 1959 








ON TELEVISION 


ED SULLIVAN (TWICE THIS YEAR) 
NEXT APPEARANCE: JULY 12 


GARRY MOORE, MAY 19 
PAT BOONE 

PATTI PAGE 

DAVE GARROWAY 

HOWARD MILLER 

TIMEX ALL STAR JAZZ SHOW 
HIT PARADE 





VOICE OF FIRESTONE 


EXCLUSIVE 








DIX! 


IN PERSON 


CURRENTLY; ROUNDTABLE, New York City 


NEXT: BLUE NOTE, Chicago 


THEN: DESERT INN, Las Vegas 
(With Ed Sullivan) June 30 


SUCCESSFULLY DURING APRIL: 
CARNEGIE HALL, New York City 

CASINO ROYAL, Washington 

TOWN HOUSE, Pittsburgh 

A FAVORITE ATTRACTION IN COLLEGES, 
CONCERTS, INDUSTRIAL SHOWS, 


JAZZ JOINTS, NIGHT CLUBS, 
ONE NIGHTERS, WHEREVER— 














ON RECORDS | 


YOU HAVE TO HEAR IT TO BELIEVE IT! 
DUKES OF DIXIELAND 
Volume 1 — AFLP 1823 


THE PHENOMENAL DUKES OF DIXIELAND 
Volume 2 — APLP 1840 
MARCHING ALONG WITH THE DUKES OF DIXIELAND 
Volume 3 — AFLP 1851 


ON BOURBON STREET WITH THE DUKES OF DIXIELAND 
Volume 4 — AFLP 1860 


MINSTREL TIME WITH THE DUKES OF DIXIELAND 
Volume 5 — AFLP 1861 
MARDI GRAS TIME WITH THE DUKES OF DIXIELAND 
Volume 6 — AFLP 1862 
CIRCUS TIME WITH THE DUKES OF DIXIELAND 
Volume 7 — AFLP 1863 
ON CAMPUS WITH THE DUKES OF DIXIELAND 
Volume 8 — AFLP 1891 
UP THE MISSISSIPPI WITH THE DUKES OF DIXIELAND 
Volume 9? — AFLP 1892 


AUDIO FIDELITY recorpine aarrtists 


Personal Manager: JOE DELANEY 


Represented Exclusively by: ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


NEW YORK CITY, CHICAGO, HOLLYWOOD, MIAMI BEACH, LONDON 





